
      Scars in Heaven 
  
If I had only known the last time would be the last time 
I would've put off all the things I had to do 
I would've stayed a little longer, held on a little tighter 
Now what I'd give for one more day with you 
'Cause there's a wound here in my heart where something's missing 
And they tell me that it's gonna heal with time 
But I know you're in a place where all your wounds have been erased 
And knowing yours are healed is healing mine 
  
The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven are on the hands that hold you now 
  
I know the road you walked was anything but easy 
You picked up your share of scars along the way 
Oh, but now you're standing in the sun, you've fought your fight and your race 
is run 
The pain is all a million miles away 
  
The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven, yeah, are on the hands that hold you now 
  
Hallelujah, hallelujah 
Hallelujah, for the hands that hold you now 
  
There's not a day goes by that I don't see you 
You live on in all the better parts of me 
Until I'm standing with you in the sun, I'll fight this fight and this race I'll run 
Until I finally see what you can see, oh-oh 
  
The only scars in heaven, they won't belong to me and you 
There'll be no such thing as broken, and all the old will be made new 
And the thought that makes me smile now, even as the tears fall down 
Is that the only scars in heaven are on the hands that hold you now 
  
Sung by: Casting Crowns 
Songwriters: John Mark Hall / Matthew West 
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Wi-fi Password 
If you would like to connect to Wi-Fi 
while on church property, please use the 
guest connection and password 
bethanywelcome. 
 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Bethany UMC will celebrate the birth of 
our Messiah with five Christmas Eve 
worship services this year. 
3 pm Traditional Worship in the 
Sanctuary:  
Holy Communion will be served.  

5 pm Candlelight Worship in the 
Sanctuary: For families with   
young children.  
Children will be singing.  
Communion will NOT be served. 

7:30 pm Traditional Candlelight Service 
in the Sanctuary:   
Holy Communion will be served.  

7:30 pm Contemporary Candlelight 
Service in the Fellowship Hall:  
Includes music by the Word and Table 
Praise Band.  
Holy Communion will be served.  

11 pm Candlelight Worship in the 
Sanctuary:  
This candlelight worship service will 
conclude at midnight.  
Holy Communion will be served. 
 
 

Combined Services Sunday 
Dec. 25 and Sunday Jan. 1 
There will be one combined service on 
Sunday, Dec. 25 and on Sunday, Jan. 1  
at 10am in the Sanctuary. Sunday 
School classes will not be meeting and 
there will be no Children’s Church. 
Nursery will be available.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Recording/Photography 
Portions of Worship services are recorded and 
made available for viewing on our web site. As 
a worshiper, you will not be identified in the 
recording/photos unless you are a 
speaker using our public address system. No 
close-up shots will be used of the congregation, 
allowing you privacy in your worship 
experience.  If you wish to not have your image 
or voice used in our worship video, please 
notify the church office (843.873.1230), 
otherwise attendance implies consent. 

Emergency Phone 
A minister is on call for pastoral emergencies 
after normal business hours during the week, 
as well as on weekends and holidays.  If you 
have an emergency for which you need 
pastoral care, call the church emergency 
number, 843.425.1069. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Blue Christmas Worship Service 

Prelude                                Silent Night                            arr. Dan Forrest   

Greeting & Call to Worship 
Leader: As another Christmas comes, in the midst of festivities,              
carols, bright lights and other cherry greetings, we acknowledge that 
there are those who feel mostly darkness in our souls.   
People: Come, God of power and light, help us. 
Leader: In the midst of gathering, there are those who feel alone and 
alienated. 
People: Come, God of peace and hope, be our Companion and hear our 
cries. 
Leader: As we worship you this night, we remember those who are in 
pain,  
People: Lord, hear us and come to us, and bring us peace. Amen. 

Opening Hymn     “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”        UMH No. 216 

Opening Prayer 
God of mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent season, for ourselves and 
our family members who live with painful memories of loss.  
We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow, and peace for the 
past. We ask these things in the name of the Christ who came to share 
our lives in every part – a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief - 
in order that he might redeem our lives in every part. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson                                      Isaiah 40: 1-8, 28-31 

Responsive Reading                                                            from Psalm 22 
Leader: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so 
far from helping me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
People: O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by 
night, but I find no rest. 
Leader: In you, our ancestors trusted. They trusted and you delivered 
them. 
People: It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. You kept 
me safe on my mother’s breast. Since my mother bore me, you have 
been my God. 
Leader: Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to 
help. 
People: God does not despise the affliction of the afflicted. God  does 
not hide from me. When I cry to God, God hears me.  
Thanks be to God! 
  
Scripture                Light Shines Brightest…                  Matthew 2:13-20 
  
Special Music    I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day     
     Janice Waters, Barbara Bassett, Michael Lopez, Jacob Turner 

Candle Lighting of Remembrance 
We pause for silent reflection following the lighting of each of the Blue 
candles. 
Leader: We light four candles tonight in remembrance of our loved ones.  
We light these candles for our own needs.  We light one for our Grief, 
one for our Courage, one for our Memories and one for our Love. 
 The first candle represents our Grief.  We own the pain of loving 
loved ones, of dreams that go unfulfilled because of that loss, of hopes 
that evaporate and leave behind despair. 
 The second candle represents our Courage.  It symbolizes the 
courage to confront our sorrow, to comfort each other, to share our 
feelings honestly and openly with each other, and to dare to hope in the 
midst of pain. 
 The third candle represents our Memories: for the times we 
laughed together, cried together, played together, planned together, were 
angry with each other or overjoyed with each other.  We light this candle 
for the memories that are a precious reminder of the relationship or 
relationships we still grieve the loss of, the memories that wondrously 
unite us still with those we see no more. 
 The fourth candle represents our Love: the love we have been 
able to give, and the love we have been blessed to receive; the love 
shared through time of joy and the love we have been blessed to receive; 
the love shared through times of joy and sorrow, strain and success; the 
love also that has gone unacknowledged and unreturned. 
Leader: You are invited to come forward to light a single votive candle 
which represents your burdens, your griefs, your sorrows - any or all of 
those things which make Christmas a “blue” time for you.  As you light a 
candle, you may, if you wish, speak aloud the name of one or more 
persons whom you are missing this Christmas, or briefly name the 
experience that led you to be a part of the service this evening.  Then you 
may return to your seat. 
When all people have had the opportunity to light candles, the leader 
continues… 
Leader: In the center of this table we light the Christ candle, 
remembering that at the center of our lives there is a savior, Christ the 
Lord, who said: “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” ( Jn. 8:12). He is 
the Light which no darkness can ever extinguish.  He hears our cries, he 
knows our hearts. In the storm of powerful and confusing thoughts and 
feeling within us, he brings calm.  He is our ultimate hope in the face of 
all our hopelessness, the source of our            ultimate healing in the face 
of all that afflicts us. 
Leader lights the Christ Candle 
Leader: Let us pray 
O God, who comforts your people: Wrap us in your presence in this 
time of remembrance. By this candle lighting of remembrance, help us 
find your Light, to dispel all our darkness, and to guide us day- day, 
step-by-step, toward lives that are full and whole again, working 
through us that which is pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Music              Scars in Heaven     By: Casting Crowns 
                              
Prayer (Responsive)          Adapted from Ted Yoder, Guerillas of Grace  
Leader: O God of all seasons and senses, grant us the sense of your 
timing, so that we might submit gracefully, and rejoice quietly, in the turn 
of the seasons around us, and in the turn of the seasons of our lives.   
In this season of short days and long nights, of grey and white and cold, 
People: teach us the lessons of ending: children growing up, friends               
leaving us, loved ones dying; so that we may see beyond the endings,           
to the time when grieving is over, grudges are over, blaming is over,                 
excuses are over. O God, grant us a sense of your timing. 
  
    Silent prayers 
  
Leader: In this season of short days and long nights, of grey and white 
and cold, 
People: teach us the lessons of beginnings: that the endings we                          
experience, and the time of waiting we know, may be starting places,         
a fertile time which brings to birth what is ready to be born in us and 
through us - something right and just and different, a new song,                
deeper, truer relationships, a fuller love - in the fullness of your time.               
O God, grant us the sense of your timing. 
  
    Silent prayers 
  
Leader: O God of all consolation, grant to us, especially the bereaved and 
troubled one this Christmas, these blessings we seek in the name of 
Christ who taught us to pray together saying: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
  
Closing Hymn                   Silent Night                           UMH  NO. 239                    
                        
Benediction                  Let There Be Peace on Earth  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; let there be peace 

on earth, the peace that was meant to be. With God our creator, 
children all are we. Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.  

Let peace begin with me; let this be the moment now. With every step I 
take, let this be my solemn vow: to take each moment and live each 

moment in peace eternally.  
Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 

    
Postlude                      Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                      Traditional  
                                        Michael Lopez, piano 
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