
BETHANY BEACON
B E T H A N Y  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  N E W S L E T T E R

September 2021

September 1st                           Bethany NOW Begins
September 10th                         Youth Lock-In
September 12th                         Epworth Workday Offering Sunday
September 19th                         Stephen Ministries Sunday
September 26th                         Children’s Choirs & Third Grade Bible Presentation
October 3rd                                World Communion Sunday
October 8th – 10th                     Youth Parking for Flowertown Festival

October 9th                                 Local Missions Pancake Breakfast
October 17th                              Children’s Sabbath & Family Fall Festival
October 25th – 29th                   Autumn Tea Room

October 29th – 31st                   Youth Camp: Bob Cooper Retreat
November 7th                            All Saints Sunday / Operation Christmas Child 

November 12th                          Youth Stingray Game
November 17th                          Community Thanksgiving
November 21st                          Consecration Sunday

We have many special events scheduled over the next few months. 
Please plan on joining us and bringing a friend.

 

                                                          Living Water Outreach

      and November 1st – 5th          

                                                         Packing Party



Sanctuary Music - 8:45 and 11:15

September 5, 2021 – Proper 18 – 15th Sunday After Pentecost

"How Can I Keep From Singing", arr. Eric Nelson; Chancel Choir

September 12, 2021 – Proper 19 – 16th Sunday After Pentecost

"How Great Thou Art", arr. Dan Forrest; Women’s Ensemble

September 19, 2021 – Proper 20 – 17th Sunday After Pentecost

"Great Day!", arr. Howard Helvey; Chancel Choir

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms, arr. Brian Childers; Chancel
Bells

September 26, 2021 – Proper 21 – 18th Sunday After Pentecost

"One Faith, One Hope, One Lord", Craig Courtney; Men’s
Ensemble

8:45 – "Our God", by: Myrin, Redman, Tomlin and Reeves; Melody
and Wesley Choirs

Spell Chapel Special Music

September 12, 2021 – Proper 19 – 16th Sunday After Pentecost

"Blessed Assurance", arr. Robert Sterling; Spell Ensemble

You can watch the 8:45 am
Word & Table Worship and
the 11:15am Sanctuary
Worship Live-streamed on
our website (www.bethany-
umc.com), Facebook, and
YouTube.

Sanctuary & Spell
Chapel Music

Draw near to God,
and he will draw
near to you."
                         - James 4:8a
                   

Preaching Schedule:
Sept. 5           
Spell              Rev. Mark Barnes
W & T            Rev. Narcie Jeter
Traditional   Rev. Mitch Houston

Sept. 12   
Epworth Work Day Offering
Spell              Rev. Mark Barnes
W & T            Rev. Narcie Jeter
Traditional   Rev. Mitch Houston

Sept. 19       
Stephen Minister Sunday
 Spell              Rev. Narcie Jeter
 W & T            Rev. Narcie Jeter
 Traditional   Rev. Mark Barnes

Sept. 26        
3rd Grade Bible Presentation
Spell              Rev. Mark Barnes
W & T            Rev. Narcie Jeter
Traditional   Rev. Mitch Houston



Epworth Children’s Home goes above and beyond providing food and shelter for children who have
experienced abuse, neglect, and tragedy, providing children with tutoring, counseling, health care, fun

activities, and the spiritual formation they need to heal and gain a sense of belonging. Through the
ministry of Epworth Children’s Home, we open our doors to these children, surround them with

comprehensive care, and provide them with the opportunity to transform. On Sunday, September 12th
our congregation will stand with Epworth to break the cycle of abuse, neglect, and shame through our

collection of the Annual Epworth Work Day Offering. Without the support of churches like ours,
Epworth could not provide transformational care for children in need. We invite you to give generously

to the children who are served by Epworth.
 

Epworth Work Day Offering

 For more information,
please visit Epworth at

www.epworthchildrensh
ome.org. 

http://www.epworthchildrenshome.org/


 

Children's Ministries

Our Bridges Special Needs Ministry is a vital part of our church life.  We
offer a class during our 8:45 worship time and during Sunday School. Also,
a Respite Night is offered every month giving parents some much-needed
time off. Volunteers are needed to help out in the Bridges room for these
programs. There is no special training needed, simply a love of children,
and a patient heart. If you would like to help with this ministry, or need more
information, please contact Jennifer Horres at 843-425-2260. 

Bridges 
Special Needs Ministry



Children's Ministries
Children’s Church is back!
Children’s Church is for children Kindergarten through 2nd grade at the 8:45 services. 
 Children begin in worship with their families, and at a designated point in the service,
dismissed to Children’s Church.  Volunteers walk them to room 214 for a Bible lesson and
activities.  Please make sure to complete the Children’s Church sticker located in the pews
or at the rear of the Fellowship Hall, to let us know your contact information and if you will be
picking up your child after worship, or if he or she will attend Sunday School at 10:00. 
 Children who are attending Sunday School are signed into their classes by volunteers.  We
are looking for people to help with Children’s Church on a rotating basis.  All curriculum and
supplies are provided, and you would be part of a teaching team.  If you would like more
information about Children’s Church, or would like to volunteer, please contact Stephanie
Mitchum at smitchum@bethany-umc.com.

Bethany NOW
This year, we are changing things slightly for the children. 3’s, 4’s and Kindergarteners
will be in the Cherub Choir in the Friendship Circle Room led by Ms. Janice Waters.
This is a fun, movement-filled practice. The Cherub Choir will sing at worship throughout
the year. 1st – 5th graders will be in one choir practice together in the sanctuary led by
Ms. Barbara Bassett.  The children’s choir will sing several times during the year at
worship, including Children’s Sabbath, Advent, and Christmas Eve. After choir practices,
the preschoolers will go to Sprouts Bible Story Time where they will hear a Bible story
and do activities that help them remember the story. Kindergarteners through 5th
graders will travel to the Art  Room for Crafting Faith. Here they will study the 23rd
Psalm and have crafts and activities to support the lessons. This will be a fun class for
the kids! 



NOW Fall 2021
Fast Track Disciple III -  Teacher:  Marc Jacques - Room 235

This course will cover The Prophets in the Fall and The Letters of Paul in the spring. It is more in-depth than Disciple I. 
 Participants will study the Old Testament Prophets in the fall and in the spring will learn more Paul’s letters to the

churches through the Christian world at the time. Participants will purchase their study books and use them and their
Bibles to delve further into God’s Word.

 

Adding F - A - I - T - H.  (Adding F-unction A-nd  I-nspiration T-o H-omes) -
Teacher:  Lisa Hinton - Room 124

Lisa will help us look at our homes and learn how to surround ourselves with inspiration to turn to our faith to help our
homes function better. Participants will be asked to give a donation as a starting point to redecorating a participant’s
home. They will study various designs and learn about how colors and other elements work to design a faith focus in

our living spaces. 
 

Methodism 101 -  Teacher: Rev. Narcie Jeter - Room 239
Are you new to Methodism? Don't remember confirmation class?   Don't know the difference between us and other
Christian denominations? Just curious about who John, Charles, and Susanna Wesley are?  This class is for YOU!

Narcie will explain Methodist beliefs and practices, the history and wide-breath of influence of the Wesleyan movement
and what being a United Methodist means for faith today.

 

Dealing with Grief - Teacher:  Rev. Mark Barnes - Room 215
The past year+ has taken a toll on the entire country. There are members of our community who have lost loved ones,
lost jobs and lost hope. Our ministers will provide means of reaching into our faith to accept and handle losses in our

lives now and in the future.  
 

Line Dancing - Teacher: Peggy and JC Ridgeway  Back of Fellowship Hall
This class is fun and great exercise! Peggy and JC are excellent teachers who love to dance and know plenty of

different dances. You will learn new dances and enjoy the ones you have learned previously. 
 

Plarning / Up-Cycling – Room 122
The Up Cycling ministry crochets sleeping mats for local homeless Veterans. Ordinary recycled plastic grocery bags are
cut into loops to make plastic yarn (PLARN) that is used to crochet the mats. Crochet tote bags will also be made using

PLARN. Come join in and learn how to do this. 
 

Aging Wisely: Navigating the Complicated World of Senior Care - Room 240  
If you are a care-giver or anticipate becoming one at some time for a parent or spouse, this information will be

extremely valuable. If you are younger and wish to make intelligent decisions for your own future, this will help you do
that. Speakers are listed below for each date. Come to one or all. 

 Sept. 1- Bethany’s Stephen Ministries                Oct. 6 – Medicare Insurance Options
Sept. 8- Estate Planning Attorney                       Oct. 13 – Dementia and Alzheimer’s
Sept. 15- Transitions Hospice                            Oct. 20 - The Ark, Alzheimer’s Care

                             Sept. 22- Levels of Elder Care-The Village         Oct. 27 - TBA
                             Sept. 29 - Governor’s Office on Aging                 Nov. 3 - Organ Donation

Wednesday Class Dates:  Sept. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, Nov. 3, 10.
 



 

Children have the following schedule:
6:00 – 6:45  Cherub Choir (Friendship Circle Room)3-year olds, 4-year-olds, and  
 Kindergarteners 
6:45 – 7:30  Bible Story Time (Room 110), Preschoolers, Sprouts
6:45 – 7:30  Crafting Faith (Art Room), Kindergarteners - 5th Graders  
6:00 – 6:45 Choir Practice (Sanctuary), 1st - 5th Graders 
Come fill your cup mid-week and join us for dinner, fellowship, and learning. 
If you have any questions about Bethany NOW, contact Emily Vick at evick@bethany-
umc.com or Stephanie Mitchum at smitchum@bethany-umc.com.

Wednesday evening programming will begin on September 1. 
Wednesday Night Dinner - 5 pm - 6:15 pm

NOW Classes - 6:15 pm - 7:30 pm

We are so excited to be back at Bethany on Wednesdays and hope that you will join
us.  Dinner will be served from 5:00 – 6:15. At this time, meals will be brought in from
outside restaurants.

The cost is: 
$7 Adults
$5 Seniors over 65
$4 Children 12 and under
$20 Family (immediate family)

Menus will be posted each week prior to Wednesdays. Again, Sunday School classes
will be asked to help with setup, serving, and clean up each week. 
 
Adult classes begin at 6:15 and will go until 7:30.

BNOW Children's Programs

BNOW Dinners



STUDENT
MINISTRIES

ASCEND is off to a fantastic start!  Our Youth Council has
been busy at work dreaming and planning a year like none
other for the Student Ministries at Bethany!!!

We had a great 6th Grade Meet & Greet, Kick-Off Event, and
Community Building night in August and are looking forward
to September as things kick into high gear for ASCEND!

One event coming quickly is our LOCK-IN on Friday,
September 10.  This will be an amazing night of fellowship,
relationship building, fun, baseball, fireworks, Stars & Strikes
Shenanigans, large group games, GLOW-n-the-DARK
Games, S’mores, and yes - even a time of devotion.  The
Lock-In is a favorite night of the year for our Youth and
Volunteers!

5th Quarter continues after the Summerville & AR home
football games.  All middle and high school students are
invited to come to the Youth House from 9pm - midnight for a
safe place to hang out after the game.  Snacks, games, and
other fun activities will be provided!

BNOW Youth Small Groups will begin in September.  We are
looking forward to this time to dive deeper into our faith in a
small group setting.

ASCEND welcomes any and all middle and high school
students!  We provide a safe place for youth to grow in their
faith in a Christian Community as they deepen their
relationship with Jesus Christ.



STUDENT
MINISTRIES



September has been an exciting month in the CDC! God has blessed our
school ministry, and we are back to full capacity with 24 staff members and
162 students. The children are making new friends and learning many new
things. This month we will start our art classes, music classes, and chapel. We
will have our CDC Parent Night and fall pictures, and our kindergarten class
will take a field trip to Bee City.
 
As we go through our days in the CDC, we are guided by the words of Jesus:
“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John
13:34-35. It is truly an honor to care for every child in our program and to
share the love of Jesus with him or her.
 
If you would like to learn more about our preschool or kindergarten program,
please contact Toni Pinkard or Mona Gilbert in the CDC office at 843-821-
1946, tpinkard@bethany-umc.com or mgilbert@bethany-umc.com. We would
love to talk with you!

Child Development Center

KidsCare News
Bethany KidsCare is looking for two counselors/bus drivers for the
upcoming school year.

If you are interested in joining the KidsCare team at Bethany please
contact Tom Thurman at kidscare@bethany-umc.com or 
at 854-429-1842



 

Bethany Recreation Ministry
Registration remains open for our Fall Girls Volleyball League. Visit
our website at http://bethanygym.siplay.com to register your child. 
 This league is designed for players who did not make their middle
school or high school teams. It’s a great place for girls looking to give
volleyball a try and for players who need to continue to develop skills.

Registration for Bethany Ball and our Community Basketball division
will open on Monday September 13th for church members and then
Monday September 20th for returning players with new player
registration beginning the following Monday.  One of the linchpins of
the program has been our amazing volunteer coaches and team
parents. If you are interested in serving in either capacity please visit
the website above and register as a Coach or Team Parent. 

Thanks again for all your support and I look forward to a great fall. 

Celebrating 101 Years with
101 Canned Goods

Cypress Place is helping our resident Ms. McWhirter celebrate a monumental
birthday on September 28. She is turning 101!  

To help honor and to embrace her giving spirit, we are asking the community, her
friends and family, to donate canned goods, peanut butter & jelly or baby formula
to the Blessing Box Project.  Cypress Place will deliver the canned goods to
Bethany United Methodist Church on September 29. Donations can also be
dropped off in the foyer of Cypress Place Senior Living, 205 Midland Parkway,
Summerville, SC 29485, Sept 1-Sept 27.  



Missions

Dorchester Habitat dedicated 2 new homes, Thursday,
Aug 5, on Maxwell St.  Donations for these homes came

from Bethany UMC and many other organizations.
 

The Faithful Few who volunteer every Thursday morning
around 8:00 to 12:00 participated.  Everyone is invited
and welcome to come out and help.  If you need more

information concerning
Habitat, contact Barney Duncan at

bduncan1008@gmail.com or 843-224-1898.

 UMW  ladies gathered on July 28th  to
sew duffle bags and cut fleece fabric for

100 blankets for the Epworth 's Children's
Center Foster Care Program. 

Ms. Janie Banks says thanks to ASCEND
for cleaning up her yard where a driver

went through her fence and a brick column!



Hands of Christ

Happy Guidance Counselors 

Thank you Bethany UMC
for giving so generously!

Thank you Local
Missions for

sorting, packing,
and delivering!

Thank you Alene
Wilkins for

Coordinating!
 



Summerville HS Food Pantry - September 2021 

The “Joyful Givers” from Bethany United Methodist Women, Del Webb at Nexton and Friends at
Cane Bay will be collecting for the Summerville High School Food Pantry during September. 
 Summerville High School provides an excellent education through the collaborative efforts of school
staff, parents, and the community.  They provide a safe environment that nurtures, challenges and
enables students to achieve their full potential.  Unfortunately, some students are homeless and may
be living in a car.  You are considered homeless if you do not have a fixed address and are moving
frequently.  They may have minimal to eat and may not have had dinner the night before. The food
pantry saves the students from a day of hunger.  The food pantry is empty and needs prepackaged
single serving food such as

             Peanut Butter & Cheese Crackers                  Energy & Granola Bars                
                Oatmeal or Grits Packets                Pop Tarts, Breakfast Rolls or Brownies
                Fruit Cups, Nuts & Pretzels                    Snack Bags of Crackers/Chips
                                Microwaveable Ravioli, Spaghetti, or Mac & Cheese

 

Bring one item and change a student’s life! Most items can be found in your home or at Dollar Tree. 
 In the spirit of God’s love, can you forward this email to a friend or relative? Let them experience the
“joy of giving!”  The more you give the better you feel!!
Donation Containers: Bethany United Methodist Church Office, Del Webb at Nexton Amenities
Center, Karen Gaston’s house 480 Eastern Isle in Cane Bay or Sue Smith’s house in Cresswind.
Sue Smith, Program Coordinator (301-904-3427)
Phyllis and Joe Laferte, Del Webb at Nexton Coordinator (843-810-1126)
Karen Gaston, Cane Bay Coordinator (913-626-0281)

Save the date

Joyful Givers

"Joyful Givers" Organizations
for 2021-2022:

October - Magdalene House
November - Alston Middle School Food Pantry
December - Pinelands Teen Group Home
January - Dubose Middle School Food Pantry
February - Epworth Children Services
March - Williams Memorial Elementary Food     
Pantry
April - Doors of Freedom Teen Group Home   
May - Dorchester Paws Animal Rescue   



October 25 - 29 & November 1 - 5, 2021
 

As we wrap up the summer, our minds turn to fall and all the amazing things that go along
with it. This includes our annual Autumn Tea Room held this year Oct. 25-29 & Nov. 1-5. 
Each year, the Fellowship Hall is transformed into a quaint Tea Room serving delicious items
such as our special shrimp and grits, and of course, June’s Chicken Salad. There are a variety
of sandwiches, soups, and salads, along with an incredible selection of homemade desserts. 
The Autumn Tea Room began many years ago with a desire to fund mission organizations in
our community. Since it’s inception, Bethany has donated thousands of dollars to groups that
help those in our area who need a helping hand. 

All proceeds from the Tea Room, Gift Shop and Silent Auction are given away as part of our
Local Missions ministry. 

You can support the Tea Room in one (or more) of the following ways: 
Pray – we need lots of prayers for a successful event 
Craft – make handmade items to sell in our Gift Shop 
Donate – we are looking for Silent Auction items already. Especially big-ticket items such as
vacation homes, golf outings, boat charters, etc. 
Bake – we will need lots of homemade delicacies each day for our desserts 
Volunteer – over 50 people are needed each day of the Tea Room, from prepping food in the
kitchen, to waiting on tables, to helping in the Gift Shop 
Eat – come join us for lunch one day, or get it to-go 

We are still looking for someone to head up our To-Go area. This person is responsible for
ensuring that the to-go area has all the supplies needed, coordinates orders and deliveries,
and works with volunteers to staff the area. 
 

 

If you have any questions about the Tea Room, or would like to get involved in the planning, contact
Emily Vick at evick@bethany-umc.com or 843-343-2506.

Tea Room



What if you could stay engaged and encouraged
anywhere and anytime with a library of the best resources
for study and reflection?

Through any device, you now have 24/7 access to
motivating stories, insightful teaching, and powerful
resources. 

 We now have access to Amplify Media, a United
Methodist resource. Go to our church's channel,
https://my.amplifymedia.com/bethanyumcsummerville
sc and put in the Congregation Access Code -
SFGRVP.

We hope each member of our congregation will utilize this
great United Methodist resource!

Did You Know?

 Text 
 Rightnow
Bethany

to 41411. 

Bethany offers two great
resources for FREE - Amplify
Media and RightNow Media.

In 1893, a special conference
was called to celebrate the
10th anniversary of the
completion of the church. The
congregation planned special
services and agreed to buy
50 new books for the library
and new pews for the
sanctuary. New hymnals
were purchased at $.25 each.

On Sunday, August 22 during
the Word and Table Service
Rev. Tim and Deb Reeves
became members of Bethany.
They come to us by transfer of
membership from Epworth
UMC, James Island, SC.

Also joining us were Dennis
and Crystal Harbath and their
daughter Savannah. They
come to us by transfer of
membership from Newburgh
UMC in Newburgh, IN.



Memorials and Honorariums
July 20th to August 9th

Room Request
If you have a standing room
reservation, please submit your
request by visiting our website
at: www.bethany-umc.com or
contact Ann Gill at
agill@bethany-umc.com.

In Memory of Bruce Weber
 By Keith & Susan Stopera (Weber Memorial)

 By Pat Hartman (Weber Memorial)
 

In Memory of Donald Webb
 By Liz Williams (Endowment)

 

In Memory of Vickie Buchanan
  By Ann Gill (Hands of Christ)

 By Jaye & Greg Elliott (Memorials)
 By Tony & Brenda Frye (Memorials)

 

In Memory of Robbie Wilkerson
 By Lola Carter (Youth Foundation)

 

In Memory of Betty Owens
 By Theresa Miante (21 Paint Project)

 

In Memory of Ted Cooper
 By Catherine Moore (Epworth)

 

In Memory of The Arthur A. McDougal Family
 By Catherine Moore (21 Paint Project)

 
 

HONORARIUMS
 

In Honor of Jim Emery’s 90th Birthday
 By Marion & Sadie Thompson (Memorials)

 

The September 24th meeting will be Tim Lowry, the
storyteller.  We are making some changes for this
meeting due to uptick in Covid.  We will NOT have a
meal, and we will meet at 1:00 p.m., so you will have
time to eat before coming.  Of course, there will be no
charge as we only charge for the meal.  We will set-up
everything the same as for church so we can social
distance. Even though masks are optional, we strongly
recommend wearing one.  

Happy Hearts



We are excited to reintroduce to you our church database from Church Community
Builder.
 

Your Church Community Builder site is a communication hub where members can join
groups, register for events, express interest in service opportunities, sign-up for
specific needs, communicate with other members, and view event calendars. Most
importantly, we also use this as our church directory.
 

We are asking you to take the time to create a login and password if you do not
already have one.

If you have forgotten your user name and password, you may send a request to get a
new one.
 

Step 1- Go to https://bethanyumc.ccbchurch.com
Step 2- click “request account” (under the blue login tab)
Step 3- Enter your information
Step 4- Once verified, an email will be sent to you to
              create your login/password.
 

If you have any questions or need assistance with this, please feel free to contact
Mandy Killiri at mkilliri@bethany-umc.com or 854.429.1843.
 

Thank you!
We look forward to utilizing this database to its full potential!

Church Community Builder

Unity Worship Service - September 3rd
Next Quarterly Unity Worship Service of the Summerville Area Ministerial Association will

be on Friday, September 3rd at noon in Hutchinson Square. 



If you are hurting, in need of a hand to hold on to or
to talk through an issue or problem, we are a
Stephen Ministry Church and have several Stephen
Ministers ready to be with you.  Contact Denis
Tsukalas at 843.871.0381 or Mary Kay Wrenn at
843.323.2130 or 843.821.3123.

Stephen Ministry

Living Christmas Story
Save the Dates

December 9th-11th
 

We have an active flower team and prayer shawl
ministry.  If you are interested in being a part of this
ministry or know of someone who needs a bouquet to
brighten hos or her day or a prayer shawl to minister,
please let Donna know at 854-429-1830 or
dcrowe@bethany-umc.com.

Bethany Care Team

Bethany's
Beautification

Painting Project
Continues!



The Bethany Beacon is published monthly by Bethany United Methodist Church.  Articles, story ideas,
questions, comments, news or photos may be sent to the Communications Team at

ddominianni@bethany-umc.com. 
  Please email your address changes or if you would like to be removed from the Bethany Beacon

Newsletter mailing list. Submissions are due the 15th of each month. 

  www.bethany-umc.com
www.facebook.com/BethanySummerville

www.facebook.com/bumcchildrensministries
www.facebook.com/BethanyUMCYouth

  twitter.com/BethanyUMC           Instagram/@umcbethany

  Office Hours: 
  Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 AM to 5 PM 

  Friday  8:30 AM to Noon

 Church Office: 843.873.1230                                             Office Fax: 843.873.1937 
  Gym Office: 843.873.7261                        Child Development Center: 843.821.1946 

  
Emergency Number: If you have an emergency for which you need pastoral care at 

  night, on weekends, or holidays, call 843.425.1069.

Bethany United Methodist Church
118 West 3rd South Street

Summerville, SC
29483 - 5997
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