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New start
Closed Rural Mission site to become new 

UMC Sea Islands Camp and Retreat Center

By Jessica Brodie
COLUMBIA—South Carolina’s 16 delegates to next year’s 
United Methodist General Conference gathered Sunday, July 
28, for their kickoff meeting.

Elected at Annual Conference in June, the eight lay and 

eight clergy delegates, plus alternates, will meet monthly as 
they prepare for General Conference, set for May 5-15, 2020, 
in Minneapolis.

Held at 3 p.m. at the United Methodist Conference Center 
in Columbia, the meetings enable the delegates to discuss is-

sues and share fellowship in preparation for their time at The 
United Methodist Church’s quadrennial gathering. Many of 
those elected will be first-time delegates. 

South Carolina’s General Conference delegates begin meetings

By Jessica Brodie
JOHNS ISLAND—A struggling South Carolina United Methodist 
ministry site is getting a fresh start and a new purpose.

On May 31, ownership of the former Rural Mission property 
transferred to South Carolina United Methodist Camps and Re-
treat Ministries. Arthur Spriggs, Camps and Retreat director, said 
the property was deeded to them in exchange for the relief of debt. 
Rural Mission had a mortgage on the property and owed funds to 
a number of vendors, both of which Camps and Retreat paid off. 

“No way we were going to be able to afford that property at fair 
market value,” Spriggs said, noting the Lowcountry property was 

not only extremely valuable but attracting much interest from local 
real estate developers.

But the desire was strong to keep the property in the United 
Methodist family. Rural Mission has a long history and a special 
place in the hearts of many South Carolina Methodists. Many 
pastors received their call to ministry while working there, and its 
five decades of service to the rural poor on Johns Island has drawn 
thousands of volunteers in ministry from across the nation.

Spriggs said the property will be called the Sea Islands Camp 
and Retreat Center.

On May 31, ownership of the former Rural Mission property transferred to UMCSC’s Camps and Retreat Ministries.
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By Allison Redmond 
COLUMBIA—An aging church facing an 
uncertain future has decided to step up in 
faith and embrace a forward-focused action 
plan. 

Rehoboth United Methodist Church has 
been serving its local community since 1911. 
Today, the congregation is a physical repre-
sentation of a church filled with history and 
devout ministry. However, the past few years 
have brought a new reality to the church: 
without a younger generation to carry on the 
ministry of the church, its future is unclear.

Elaine Comstock has worked at Rehoboth 
UMC for the past 18 years, serving in a vari-
ety of roles including the nursery attendant 
and administrative assistant. 

Comstock said during her time at the 
church she has witnessed a considerable 
decrease in the number of church attendees, 
especially youth.

“When I first started, we were (printing) 
175 bulletins on Sundays. (Now), I do 70,” 
she said. 

Even with such a decline in church atten-
dance, Comstock said she still has hope for 
the future of the church. For her, that hope is 
found in a congregation that is willing to do 
what is necessary to see the church grow.

“Nobody has said, ‘I’m washing my hands 
of this, I’m going to go somewhere else,’” 
Comstock said. “There’s still a group of 

‘We’re not
dying, we’re 

just changing’

Rehoboth UMC finds 
hope for the future

By the Rev. Cathy Jamieson
GREENVILLE—What began as dinner conversation at the Cabinet Ban-
quet the night before Annual Conference ended with a third-place finish in 
a triathlon sprint relay. 

Beth Westbury, conference treasurer, was seated at dinner with col-
leagues the Rev. Cathy Jamieson, Columbia District superintendent, and 
the Rev. Jim Dennis, Greenville District superintendent. Westbury is an 
avid runner who runs three days a week and participates in half marathons. 

Dennis is a cyclist who rides 50 miles on average a week and regularly com-
petes in 100 mile-plus races. Jamieson rides horses, practices yoga daily and 
swims a couple miles every week. 

Westbury turned to her colleagues and casually said, “We ought to do a 
triathlon relay.” 

After the banquet, Jamieson went online and found out the Tri the 
Swamp Rabbit Triathlon was being held July 20 at Furman University. The 

UMCSC Cabinet team participates in triathlon relay

By Jessica Brodie
Two dozen United Methodists were among 

the 100 South Carolinian faith leaders who spent 
World Refugee Day calling for a halt to what they 
deemed “anti-asylum, anti-family, anti-refugee 
legislation.”

The pastors and lay leaders sent a letter to 
Sen. Lindsey Graham June 20 urging compassion 

for refugees and asylum seekers and asking him 
to stop his support for the so-called Secure and 
Protect Act of 2019 (S.1494), which Graham has 
sponsored and introduced in the U.S. Senate. As 
of press time, the bill is being considered by the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary.

Faith leaders said the bill goes against sacred 
biblical texts commanding loving treatment of 

immigrants and would ultimately hurt refugees 
and asylum seekers, including children and vic-
tims of human trafficking. 

“As faith communities, we are opposed to 
any proposal that bans asylum seekers or limits 
access to protection,” the letter reads in part. 

UM pastors among 100 calling for halt to ‘anti-refugee’ act 

See “Rehoboth,” Page 17
See “New Start,” Page 12

See “Delegation,” Page 12

See “Triathlon,” Page 13

See “Anti-Refugee,” Page 17
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By Allison Redmond
COLUMBIA—What is a cup of coffee or two 
glasses of Southern-style sweet tea worth?

If you’re Wayne Damron, it’s worth teach-
ing a class on the Bible through centuries-old 
coins. Damron discovered an interest in col-
lecting coins at the age of nine. By adulthood, 
his hobby had become a ministry. He found a 
passion for teaching Bible stories through the 
lens of the coins mentioned in Scripture. Now 
retired, he spends his time traveling to churches 
and groups across South Carolina and beyond, 
helping people better understand God’s words 
through these coins. Many of the classes he 
leads are at United Methodist churches.

“I actually cover a good number of coins 
in the Bible,” Damron said. “Like the widow’s 
mite, the shekels, the half shekels (and) the 
daric, which was mentioned in 1 Chronicles.”

He teaches the classes using the coins he 
has collected traveling all over the world. The 
“price” for each class is a cup of coffee or two 
glasses of tea.

Damron said the classes help people connect 
stories in a more tangible way.

“All of the sudden they put two and two 
together,” he said. “They can now see what the 
widow’s mite really looks … and because of 
that, it brings the passages a little bit more to 
life for them.”

He said class content can vary based on the 
questions asked by those in attendance. Each 
class has time set aside for the attendees to pass 
the coins around and ask any questions they 

might have.
Each coins is original to the time period the 

stories take place.
“(The class) is not going to be holding onto 

copies. They’re going to be holding onto some-
thing real,” Damron said

Twenty-five years ago, these coins were not 
available in the United States. Damron would 
chase down these tokens of biblical history in 
his travels.

Technology has changed that reality. 
“Because of the impact of the Internet, you 
can be sitting in your living room and bid on 
an auction in London, England, without ever 
being there,” he said. “Because of that, it’s now 
easier to find some of these coins at auction 

here in this country.
Damron approaches each class with the 

hope that the average attendee will walk away 
with a better understanding of what the Bible 
means when each coin is mentioned. Along 
with that, he said he hopes there will be a con-
nection in regards to the relationship between 
the Scripture and the coins.

“I’ve had so many people walk up to me 
after a class and say, ‘That really brought to 
life what we’ve been reading about for years,’’ 
Damron said. “And that’s what I’m trying to do 
… I feel this is what the Lord wants me to do. 
He brought me to this point by design.”

For more information, contact Damron at 
803-781-8623.

Coins of the Bible
How God turned one man’s hobby into a ministerial calling

Wayne Damron teaches the Bible through the lens of the coins mentioned in Scripture. 

By Jessica Brodie
FORT MILL—For the fourth year running, dozens of kids had the 
chance to participate in a fine arts camp that fuses creativity and Jesus in 
one.

Held the week of July 8, local elementary and middle school students 
headed to St. John’s United Methodist Church for hands-on exploration 
of the arts. Kids had the chance to choose two tracks among these six: 
visual art, photography, theater, chorus, instrumental music and creative 
writing. 

The Rev. Karen Radcliffe, St. John’s pastor, helped found the camp 
when she came to the church several years ago. The area hosts a few 
other fine arts camps, but none in a church setting and none at what she 
considers a reasonable cost. St. John’s charges $75 for the week, which 
includes lunch each day. Others cost upwards of $500.

“Arts and music is such an integral part of who we are as Christians, 
and to be able to combine all of that in one is amazing,” Radcliffe said. 
“Plus, students who are exposed early to music and arts tend to do better 
in learning than students who are not.”

Mallory Capps, St. John’s director of children and youth, said their 
emphasis is on making the arts accessible, on showing kids they each 
have gifts from God that they can use to worship Him and shine His light 
on earth. 

“Our creativity is part of how we make an offering to god on whatever 
capacity that looks like,” Capps said. “I always tell them I’m not the best 
singer, but you don’t have to be the most magnificent to use your gifts for 

God.”
As Radcliffe said, “You don’t have to be a Mozart to be a musician.”
In the visual arts class, the students spent the week delving into mod-

ern art. One day, they studied mosaics and then made some of their own. 
The next day, they did an acrylic on canvas in the style of the Bauhaus 
movement of modern art. Another day they focused on Lichtenstein and 
pop art, another was a self-portrait in the style of Andy Warhol. The day 
the Advocate visited, they did glass art, painting in their own style and 
patterns with inspiration from famous glass sculptor Dale Chihuly. 

Some of the kids love art, while some are just enjoying an artistic 
reprieve during summer break, said visual arts teacher Elizabeth Majors. 
“They all bring different skills to the table,” Majors said. 
This was her first year at camp for Trinity Seres, a rising seventh grader, 
and she was loving her experience. She chose the visual art and creative 
writing tracks. 

“It’s really fun!” she said as she painted a glass vase. “I feel like they 
should charge more.”

Radcliffe and Capps said they began each day with singing, teaching 
the Doxology and other traditional church songs, such as “Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness” and “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing.”

Capps said she enjoys helping the kids understand that words written 
hundreds of years ago still resonate today.

“The man who wrote ‘It is Well with My Soul’ lost all his children, and 
yet he was able to write that in his grief,” Capps said. “It’s good to show 
them our art and music is such a big part of who we are as a culture.”

St. John’s fine arts camp fuses faith, creativity

Kids had the chance to choose two tracks among these six: visual art, 
photography, theater, chorus, instrumental music and creative writing. 

“Arts and music is such an integral part of who we are as Christians, 
and to be able to combine all of that in one is amazing,” Radcliffe said.
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NASHVILLE—Petitions for consideration by 
the 2020 General Conference may be submitted 
to the Petitions Secretary now through Septem-
ber 18, 2019.

According to church law, “Any organization, 
clergy member, or lay member of The United 
Methodist Church may petition the General 
Conference.”

Detailed instructions for submitting a peti-

tion are available on the General Conference 
website at www.umc.org/gcpetition. Petitions 
must be typed and may be submitted through 
the General Conference website, by postal mail 
or fax, or via e-mail to petitionsecretary@ 
umcgc.org. This e-mail address should be used 
for petition submission only. All other corre-
spondence should go to aherrera@umcgc.org. 

Because of the passage of legislative material 

by the 2019 Special Session of the General Con-
ference, an addendum to The Book of Discipline 
2016 may be found at www.umofficialresources.
com/updates. These paragraphs replace what is 
printed in The Book of Discipline 2016. 

Eligible petitions are given numbers and 
assigned to one of 14 legislative committees or 
the Standing Committee on Central Confer-
ence Matters. 

General Conference 2020 Petition Submission Process Opens

Connectional Table approves legislation 
creating new U.S. structure for UMC 

A new 40-day devotional called “Feed My Sheep” is 
featuring hunger ministry stories from churches all over 
the South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.

The book, the newest from the Advocate Press, is penned 
by Advocate editor and award-winning author Jessica 
Brodie. The 174-page book teams Bible verses with hunger 
ministry stories that have appeared in this newspaper over 
the last decade since Brodie has served as editor. 

All proceeds from the book benefit the nonprofit news-
paper ministry of the Advocate, which has been in existence 
since 1837 and is the oldest newspaper in Methodism.

“Feed My Sheep: A 40-Day Devotional to Awaken a 
Heart for Hunger Ministry” illuminates the work of United 
Methodists in South Carolina who provide food for people 
in need, while also glorifying the message Jesus gave His 
disciples in John 21:15-17 to feed and otherwise care for 
others.

In that passage in the Gospel of John, Jesus’s question, 
“Do you love me?” came three times during a conversation 
between the disciple Peter and the Son of God. Jesus had 
just been executed on the cross, then resurrected and was 
back among His disciples for a season until He ascended to 
heaven (John 21:15-19). “Yes!” Peter insisted three times in 
answer, each time more and more hurt that his Jesus would 

even ask.
Then feed my lambs, Jesus responded. Take care of my 

sheep. Feed my sheep.
That is the undercurrent of this devotional, which shows 

how United Methodist churches are able to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus through various food ministries in this 
state.

As Brodie wrote in her introduction to the devotional, 
“I’m certain the Son of God didn’t mean for Peter to start 
peddling bread and fish all over Judea. Most readers of the 
Gospel believe He meant that Peter should care for people. 
Pastor people. Tend to their needs, both physical and 
spiritual. Feed their souls with the Gospel and teach them 
that Jesus, not the Law, was the only way to heaven. Go and 
make disciples for the transformation of the world.”

But, Brodie wrote, “Looking back over the life of Christ, 
we see Jesus not only consistently met people’s spiritual 
needs but also their physical needs, often using tangible, 
practical solutions to daily problems to steer people toward 
God’s truth.”

Throughout the book, Brodie offers examples of South 
Carolina United Methodist churches big and small engaged 
in some form of hunger ministry, from collecting spare 
change for a kids’ food ministry to running a soup kitchen 
to delivering bagged meals to the elderly and infirm. Every 
one of the stories in the book first appeared in the pages of 
the Advocate.

Dozens of churches across South Carolina are featured in 

the book, including Central UMC in Spartanburg, Mace-
donia UMC in Mullins, Hampton and Varnville UMCs in 
Walterboro, Goose Creek UMC in Goose Creek, Lyttleton 
Street UMC in Camden, Wesley UMC in Johns Island and 
many more.

“Feed My Sheep” is available online via credit card at 
www.advocatesc.org/books, or by calling 803-786-9686, ext. 
335. Paperback ($10) and eBook ($5) versions are available. 

New Advocate book features hunger ministries at UMCs across S.C.
Available as eBook and paperback

The 174-page book 
teams Bible verses 
with hunger ministry 
stories that have ap-
peared in the South 
Carolina United 
Methodist Advo-
cate newspaper 
over the last decade 
since Brodie has 
served as editor. 
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CHICAGO—The Connectional Table ap-
proved sending legislation to General Con-
ference 2020 that will create a new structure 
for churches in the United States, called 
a regional conference, during an online meet-
ing July 18. 

The proposed legislation stipulates that 
the U.S. Regional Conference will have 
geographic boundaries congruent with the 
territory of the U.S. annual conferences. 
Jurisdictions will continue to function with 
their current powers and duties, including 
their process to elect bishops. 

“The current proposal will help the Gen-
eral Conference to focus its work on matters 
truly global,” said Bishop Christian Alsted, 
chair of the board, “and offers the church in 
the United States a connectional structure 
to deal with matters pertaining specifically 
to the U.S. context, including the develop-
ment of strategies and priorities, pension and 
healthcare issues and, not least, adaptations 
to the Book of Discipline.”

During the Connectional Table’s meet-
ing in April, the body approved bringing 
a legislative proposal to GC2020 to cre-
ate a U.S. Central Conference and sent 
the proposal back to the U.S. Contextual 
Ministries Advisory Group for further work. 
Concerns surfaced at this meeting and in 
the Council of Bishops about calling the U.S. 
structure a central conference. Calling it 
a regional conference instead acknowledges 
the painful, racist history and still-existing 
wounds associated with the former Central 
Jurisdiction in the U.S. 

Creating the U.S. Regional Conference 
will be done in two stages: 

1) Stage I will form a committee of the 
General Conference, with legislative func-
tion, to deal with U.S. Region: Adaptable dis-
ciplinary provisions, U.S.-related resolutions, 
and non-disciplinary petitions concerning 
U.S. matters.

2) Stage II will form the U.S. Regional 
Conference, and the Stage I committee will 
end its work. 

“We feel that the two-stage process we are 
proposing best meets the needs of the U.S. to 
do adaptive work,” says Judi Kenaston, chair 
of the CT’s advisory group. “Stage I will allow 
us to function in the interim and process 
legislation that is specific to the United States. 

It allows Central Conference input while also 
taking a burden off the General Conference 
to deal with legislation that does not affect 
the whole church.  Stage II, which establishes 
a U.S. Regional Conference, is a long-term 
solution for dealing with U.S.-specific legisla-
tion that can allow the U.S. to have parity 
with the Central Conferences that already do 
adaptable work.”

Because the regional conference is a new 
body and different than a central conference, 
the proposed legislation will add a new Para. 
11 Article IV: “There shall be a regional con-
ference for the Church in the United States of 
America, with such powers, duties, privileges, 
and limitations as are hereinafter set forth.” 

Also, a new Section VI Regional Confer-
ences in the Constitution would be added. 

Proposals for the U.S. to have a structure 
similar to a Central Conference began as 
early as 1924, with a formal proposal by the 
Board of Foreign Missions coming to Gen-
eral Conference in 1928. The Connectional 
Table began work on this issue in 2005, when 
a joint task force on the Global Nature of the 
Church was established with the Council of 
Bishops. 

When the work on the Book of Discipline 
began at General Conference 2012, the need 
for the churches in the U.S. to have a place to 
do adaptable work took on a greater sense of 
urgency. 

The Connectional Table began work-
ing alongside the Standing Committee on 
Central Conference Matters in 2013, when it 
formed a Worldwide Nature Collaboration 
Group. 

As the global church responds to the 
recent 2019 Special Session, new legisla-
tive proposals for a U.S. structure have been 
brought forth. None pre-date the Connec-
tional Table’s work or have the same focus. 

“The legislation, as currently written, 
will not address our impasse over human 
sexuality,” says the Rev. Kennetha J. Bigham-
Tsai, chief connectional ministries officer for 
the Connectional Table. “However, it will 
help unburden the General Conference and 
facilitate U.S. adaptable work of other kinds. 
It is crucially important for the health of our 
church going forward to have a place where 
the U.S. can make decisions about its mission 
and ministry.” 
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Once in a while, I get the opportunity to speak about writing to kids, which 
is one of my favorite things to do. Kids are incredible—like sponges of raw, 
authentic creativity, soaking up the world with fresh, open eyes and offering in 
return such beautiful insight when we take the time to ask them about it. As a 

creative person, it makes my heart soar.
But last week blew my mind. I had the chance to talk about how we can worship God 

through creative writing to four groups of elementary-aged kids at a morning worship 
camp at my church, Mount Horeb United Methodist Church in Lexington. These 80 or 
so kids were absolutely brilliant! In the four half-hour classes, not only did we talk about 
writing as another way we can love God, but the kids got to write down their own words 
to describe heaven through their five senses. 

Their responses were phenomenal, and in a stroke of Holy Spirit-led genius, I jotted 
down their responses while we were talking. At the end, each half-hour class had col-
lectively created their own poem about heaven. I was so proud of them, and they seemed 
really proud of themselves, too.

I couldn’t have come up with this stuff! One girl said heaven must taste like gator meat, 
while another said chocolate brownies and ice cream. One boy was certain everyone 
would be singing “The Star-Spangled Banner” in heaven, while a few kids were convinced 
we’ll hear the rush of water and wind and the tinkling of bells rung by the angels.

What really impacted me about their responses was knowing some of these kids. See 
these kids weren’t all from well-to-do families with two parents, seemingly immune to 
hunger, brokenness, abuse or pain. Some of them were, but others were from extremely 
difficult circumstances: broken homes. Poverty. Fear. And yet hope spilled from their 
mouths—hope for what will be, even if it is not reality now. 

I’ve put together their responses in one big beautiful creation I’ve titled “Heaven 
Through the Eyes of a Child.” You can read it in full on our website (go to https://www.
advocatesc.org/2019/07/heaven).

Life can be hard and full of strife, and right now it’s especially full of strife for United 
Methodists, as we bicker constantly over our theological differences about sexuality, social 
justice, immigration, inclusion, what is and isn’t sin, and more. 

But spending that chunk of time with kids talking about what truly matters—God and 
eternal life—brought to the fore what is really important. Let’s hold onto that. 

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

What are you waiting for?
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Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

Heaven through the eyes of a child
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will 
be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened. 
Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? If you, then, though you 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father 
in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 
him! So in everything, do to others what you 
would have them do to you, for this sums 
up the Law and the Prophets.”—Matthew 
7:7-12 (NIV)

United Methodists have a 
penchant for acts of care and 
compassion. Doing good for 
others is engrained in who we 

are as Wesleyans and as Christians. 
As summer draws to a close, we cel-

ebrate another successful year of Salke-
hatchie Summer Service and the youth and 
adults volunteers who filled camps located 
throughout our state. Homes are repaired 
and hearts are changed through this ser-
vant ministry.

The need for home repair continues 
in South Carolina throughout the year in 
partnership with Disaster Recovery Minis-

try. Those persons whose homes were dam-
aged by Hurricane Florence are in need. 
All clergy and laity ages 14 and older are 
invited to participate in a Disaster Recovery 
Day of Service on Saturday, Sept. 21. 

United Methodist Volunteers In Mission 
travel near and far to ensure that the basic 
needs of our neighbors are met. Across the 
state or across the world, there are opportu-
nities to get involved.

ZOE is a United Methodist ministry that 
empowers orphans in Africa and India to 
become secure, healthy, connected and able 
to care for themselves and their siblings. 

All of these volunteer groups and so 
many others are worthy of our prayers, our 
gifts and, most especially, our time. You 
don’t have to be a carpenter, contractor or 
childcare provider to make a significant 
difference in someone’s life. God says all 
you’ve got to do is show up. Show up with 
grace, show up with the love of God. Just 
show up. 

In a world filled with complexity and 
uncertainty, it is easy to get overwhelmed. 
And the best way to counteract this kind of 
paralysis is to do something for someone 
else. Surprise yourself! Pick up a hammer, 
a paintbrush or a soccer ball and connect 
with another child of God.   

What are you waiting for? 

Letters to the Editor

The 2020 SC MenNMinistry Golf Tour-
nament is just around the corner. Seems 
far-fetched today, doesn’t it? This will be the 
third annual tournament. Of course, most of 
you didn’t know that. Our first was held in 
Myrtle Beach in February 2018 at Wachasaw 
East Golf Club. We had only 12 players. The 
second was held this past February at Indian 
River Golf Club in West Columbia with 16 
players. 

This golf tournament is an outreach of the 
South Carolina MenNMinistry of the annual 
conference. As the annual South Carolina 
MenNMinistry weekend has moved from 
Myrtle Beach to a one-day event, we hope to 
be able to expand our player participation. 
Everything we bring in we give to the South 
Carolina MenNMinistry above expenses. 
With just a few players, we have be able to 
give a couple of thousand dollars to the South 
Carolina MenNMinistry team. This team 
does so much for the men and women in 
South Carolina. 

It is my intention this year to give at least 
$5,000 to help them this year. Most of you 
didn’t even know we had two tournaments, 
thus this letter. Men, there are 12 districts in 
South Carolina. We had four districts repre-
sented last year. One team from each district 
would be 48 golfers—over double the num-
bers from previous years. We should be able 
to get that many from the greater Columbia 

area alone. 
We are grateful Mount Horeb United 

Methodist Church, Lexington, is hosting 
the event for the second year. The 2020 S.C. 
MenNMinistry Conference will be Feb. 
29, and the golf tournament will be Friday 
morning Feb. 28, probably an 11 a.m. start. 

I want every man or women around the 
state that may be interested in being a part of 
this event to know we are having a tourna-
ment and where the funds go. I, Kenny Bing-
ham, am the tournament chairman and have 
a team of men working together to put this 
together. If you are interested in this event, 
you can reach me at 843-267-9513 or  
kbingham42@yahoo.com. 

If you are  
interested in playing in or helping with the 
event, I would like to hear from you. 

UMM district presidents, I ask you to 
find at least one team from your district. 
That would really be a great start. The 2020 
tournament will be at Indian River Golf Club 
in West Columbia unless someone has a bet-
ter deal. 

God is always good, and I for one am 
already looking ahead to what he has in store 
for 2020. God bless. 

Kenny Bingham, member
Surfside UMC, Surfside Beach

Appointment Changes
Bishop Jonathan Holston has announced the following changes of appointment:

Effective July 1, 2019
Charleston District: Sewee-Santee Charge: Roye Lynn Kulik (RE)
Marion District: Lake View: David Graham (SY) (1/4)

Third annual golf tournament 

See “Letters,” Page 5
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I was born into a family and community of farmers in an 
area where all you do is work the fields and work the 
packhouses in getting tobacco ready for market and 
daily chores. 

As time passed, and with a mother gone back into teach-
ing and a brother to Vietnam, it seemed to all fall on me. 
Even as the old way of doing things gave way to the more 
modern way, it was still a very hard and difficult life. 

With all this responsibility falling on me, I and a high 
school buddy moved to the Grand Strand. Wow, what a dif-
ferent lifestyle of living this was! It seemed like a whole new 
world. Why, I even learned that a “drag queen” was the win-
ner of a beauty contest at the racetrack. That was something 
new—enough of that! Whew!

Then came the hanging out with the locals. This, of course, 
was the first of many downfalls. Pills (speed), then marijuana, 
then alcohol, partying all night or most of it, work all day, 
repeat. This went on until graduation from high school. 

Then came college and oh, boy, what a scene—1960s sex, 
drugs and rock ’n roll. I was really into it and, of course, fell 
further into the lifestyle. 

At the beach that summer, I met a young lady from West 
Virginia, moved and got married. I tried to provide while 
working two jobs, and I learned my wife became pregnant 
by her boss man. When my lawyer and I went to trial, I was 
told by the divorce judge, “You really know how to pick ’em.” I 
didn’t know what he meant. The judge told me I was her third 
husband—her first husband was not liked by her parents, so 
an annulment came. The second, well, she was still married 
to him, and he was in a psycho ward for PTSD from the war. 
When asked what I wanted by the judge, I answered, “I just 
want out of this mess.”

The decree was made that I was free to go.
This is when all of my fun really began. My supervisor 

told me he was a Vietnam vet, a corpsman, who had seen his 
share in the bush. One night after work—3-11 p.m. was an 
awesome shift—he said, “Let’s go get a beer.”

Well, in time the dope, pills, women and alcohol was my 
lifestyle. The worst was when I was introduced to the needle, 
shooting cocaine in the arm. I was throwing up before the 
needle was pulled from my arm. I was seeing and doing 
things you only hear and read about.  Then, to support my 
habit, I began to fight in alleys and warehouses for money—
big-money players, all betting. 

One day I realized this had gone on for five years. I wanted 
out. But I had nowhere to go. I was actually sitting in the dev-
il’s lap. Why would he want me? He already had me! I drank 
the alcohol he drank, smoked the dope he did, slept with the 
women he did and ran from God like the mighty Mississippi 
River going to the ocean. I went to jail five times—two for 
drinking and three for fighting. I was in two severe automo-
bile accidents, over a mountain one time and the second hit 
by a dump truck. When I saw my car finally, I saw I had a 
strange passenger—the motor had gone through the fire wall!

In June 1978, out of money, food and friends, I called 
home. My dad answered. I told him all the trouble I had been 
into and all I had done, and asked if I could come home and 
if he would pick me up. The phone went dead silent, and then 
click … dial tone! 

Not knowing what to do, I sat in the middle of the floor. 
Finally, I heard a rap on the door. Fearing the worst, I 

opened the door to a voice that said the 11 most beautiful 
words I will always remember: “Hello, son. How are you? I 
love you. Let’s go home.”

The trip home was one I would never forget. It was just a 
conversation of how the Grand Strand had changed and the 
county was growing. 

In June 1978, when I finally got home and made the ad-
justment, I went for a walk. Away by the pecan trees, hearing 
the mockingbirds and the blue jays, I heard, “Son, you had 
better stop now or you will never get another chance.”

Not being saved then, I asked, “Who the hello”—skip the 
o—“is talking to me?”

I then heard it again: “Son, you had better stop now or you 
will never get another chance.”

I went to church that Sunday, can’t remember the date, 
and told God that I had fully wrecked my life and asked for 
forgiveness.

That day, when God answered, there were no withdrawal 
pains at all, no shakes, wanting, nothing. There was a feeling 
of comfort I had never felt. God cleansed me with a new body 
and a new life. 

I have since became the lay leader of our church, lay ser-
vant, and preached on various dates. What I want now is to 
be able to not only share where, what and who I was to where 
I am now. I want to be able to share the 11 words my earthly 
father said to me, and what my Heavenly Father said to me 
for all those who need to feel and see the love and hope for 
them: “Hello, son/daughter. I love you. How are you? Let’s go 
home.”

I want to serve God now. I used to run from Him. Now I 
run to Him and for Him.

Eleven words that saved my life

          How I Got My Call to Ministry
by David Graham

Your call story wanted!
Call stories (how we heard or felt God calling us to 

ministry) can be powerful testimonies, as well as inspir-
ing. Sometimes they are uplifting, sometimes they are 
painful, but they are all real ways the Lord speaks to us 
today. The Advocate invites you to share your “call story.” 
We are also exploring using these stories in an upcom-
ing book. Email your story (500-1,000 words in length) to 
jbrodie@umcsc.org. If you do not have access to email, 
mail to Advocate, Attn: Call Story, 4908 Colonial Dr., 
Columbia, SC 29203. Include name, whether you are 
clergy, your church and a photograph.

The Advocate?
With great pain and disappointment, I 

write. For its long history, the South Caro-
lina United Methodist Advocate has been an 
independent, loving and strong advocate for 
the full Gospel of Jesus Christ, especially in 
times and situations where it is costly and 
controversial to speak. 

Although today’s Advocate is an excellent 
forum and a fine reporter of the news of the 
conference and local churches when that 
news is positive, encouraging, and uncontro-
versial, the essential function contained in 
your name is now missing. 

The July 2019 editorial, “No Matter What,” 
is just one minor example. “The issue of 
human sexuality (and other issues) is not 
resolved ... ” Is that your witness? South 
Carolina United Methodist Christians need 
desperately to be led by our Advocate. Today 
is an A. McKay Brabham time, when silence 
is a dereliction of Christian duty and op-
portunity. Your changed mission statement 
omits your most critical function in times 
like these. 

Please, friend Jessica and members of 
the Advocate Board, dare to embrace your 
paper’s title and history. The Advocate has 
served the church best when it has led, not 
simply offered a place for others to argue 
their case. Where do YOU stand? Where will 
YOU lead? 

Rev. Wiley Cooper, retired
Asheville, North Carolina

The mumps
I came down with adult mumps. I dis-

covered them when I fainted and was put in 
the hospital. The doctors were very cautious 
about coming to see me because it was very 
serious. I rested and took hospital care for 
several days.

I recovered and went back to work. I had 
a revival coming up in my church. We were 
preparing for the revival in several ways. The 
guest minister wanted to back out because 
his sister had died with complications in 

childbirth. He reluctantly agreed to come. I 
apparently went back to work too early. My 
mumps had a relapse and the doctors put me 
back in bed with no church work or activity. 

The revival services began with me in 
doctor-ordered bed rest. I wondered what 
I could do for the services and decided that 
I could pray the entire time the service was 
going on. My wife came home with great re-
ports of the results each night, and they were 
outstanding. I found out that they could do 
without my presence if I spent my time pray-
ing. Each night the reports of the services 
were great.

Several weeks later I had a missionary to 
come to preach. We were standing on the 
church steps, and he asked me a question, 
“What has happened to this church?” 

I looked at the building, and I didn’t see 
anything wrong. He said that it was the spirit 
that he was talking about: he felt the Spirit 
that was here. Then he made the comment, “I 
don’t feel that in some of the churches.” 

I told him about the revival and that I 
couldn’t attend because of the mumps—and 
he understood.

Rev. Farrell Cox, retired
Pamplico

Jesus: A poem
Although you didn’t know me, I knew you.
I’ve seen your life unfold before me,
When you knew I existed but ignored my 

call.
Living a “God life” is challenging for all.

I saw you at a Billy Graham Crusade
Your heart was touched—new life was made.
Throughout your good years and bad
Your love for me was solid; I am glad.

Spread the Good News for me here on earth.
My love for you began at my birth.
You called me for help and I was there ...
I’ll love you forever! I’m with you anywhere.
Love,
Jesus

Margaret Faulkenberry, member
Mount Holly UMC, Rock Hill

Where is the church?
It is interesting to hear “Morning 

Joe”(MSNBC) quote Scripture (Matthew 
18:1-6, Matthew 25:34-66) over the terrible 
treatment of the children on the border: 
hungry, crying, unwashed, separated from 
parents, death. Many local churches and 
Christian organizations would respond if 
they could. Private companies are making 
money over this crisis. Cruelty to children is 
not a teaching of Christ. If all 219,166 United 
Methodists members in South Carolina 
called their congressmen in the name of 
Christ, this would be an expression of love 
for these children.

Matthew 19:14 gives us a reason to care. 
Rev. John Culp, retired

Columbia

Thank you, UMCSC
The South Carolina Conference United 

Methodist Women are experiencing “A 
Future With Hope” in a very big way! We are 
overjoyed with the generous collection for 
The Legacy Fund received at our South Caro-
lina Annual Conference. You have helped 
assure the future of our organization by 
supporting our permanent endowment fund. 
Our mission of putting faith, hope and love 
into action for women, children and youth 
will continue for generations to come. We 
have always known and felt support from our 
conference. We have seen your love in action, 
and we truly do thank you. We give thanks 
and praise to our loving God.

Cathy Ford, president
S.C. Conference United Methodist Women

On the voting process
In response to the letter in July’s Advocate 

from the Rev. Dickie Knight, let me say that 
if by “collusion” he meant discussion among 
colleagues about who would best represent 
our conference, then there was much. This 
has been true of the elections we have had 
every four years for the 40 I have been a part 
of the Annual Conference. I do not know 
what he meant by “under the table” interfer-
ence in the elections, but I could see there 

was nothing being done to prevent people 
from voting how they felt best. As for “social 
media,” yes, there was a lot of discussion back 
and forth on various electronic means of 
communicating, none of it any different from 
the ways we have worked in the past.

He referred to electing “certain persons” 
and not others. That is what happens in 
every election. And since all our ballots were 
secret, no one could use their power to make 
sure someone else voted a certain way.

There was much prayer, before the confer-
ence and during, by everyone, asking God to 
guide us by the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
people elected, both lay and clergy, have been 
serving and continue to serve the church 
well. We can be proud of the delegation and 
lift all of them up in our prayers as they do 
the massive amounts of work required of 
them.

Rev. Michael Henderson
Highland Park UMC, Florence

Why feel threatened by the 
WCA?

It was a sad commentary that I read by 
Dr. Reginald Lee from the July Advocate 
(“A black Methodist response to the special 
GC2019”). I couldn’t believe it when he men-
tioned the Wesleyan Covenant Association. I 
have never seen him at any of the meetings, 
so I don’t know where he gets his informa-
tion, but it sounded like what Adam Hamil-
ton said on the floor of the Special General 
Conference. “This well-organized group” 
loosely came together in Chicago three 
years ago, when many clergy and laity were 
concerned about our denomination straying 
from keeping Scripture primary. If he had 
attended any of our meetings he would see 
that those who are a part of it are not political 
power brokers, but godly men and women 
who are serving their local churches. I find it 
almost laughable to hear them talking like it’s 
a big, bad organization. Makes me wonder 
why they are so threatened by it. A group of 
people praying for the Lord’s will to be done. 

See “Letters,” Page 6
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It was revealing to notice the way Dr. Lee 
tried to make this a racial issue. Maybe that is 
why we had a hard time trying to find Afri-
can Americans who were willing to stand on 
the side of Scripture with us. Many of them 
said, “I’m in the middle on this.” Undoubt-
edly they have been influenced by those who 
are making this out to be about inclusion. 
When it is actually about exclusion. Exclud-
ing various parts of the Bible that don’t line 
up with liberal theology. I know my African-
American brothers and sisters value God’s 
word and preach and teach it. Unfortunately, 
the clergy who call themselves “progressive” 
are twisting Scripture to cause confusion. 
Lay people who have mentioned hearing 
this kind of teaching from these clergy are 
frustrated, and I don’t want to see them leave 
the church. We need to remember 2 Corin-
thians 4:2: “We do not use deception, nor do 
we distort the Word of God.”

Cindy McClendon, member
St. John’s UMC, Aiken, and S.C. WCA

LETTERS: 
Continued
From Page 5

Next month, United Methodists 
across South Carolina will get the 
chance to help people impacted by 
Hurricane Florence in a conference-
wide Disaster Recovery Day of 
Service set for Sept. 21.

The South Carolina Conference 
of the United Methodist Church’s 
Disaster Recovery office is inviting 
anyone aged 14 and older, of any 
skill level, to gather in Chesterfield 
for help with Sheetrock, flooring, finishing, cabinetry and 
other construction repairs. 

Organizers called it an opportunity to help those whose 
lives were turned upside down last year in the wake of Hur-
ricane Florence. 

“Jesus gave us the perfect example of service to our 
neighbors in the Parable of the Good Samaritan,” said Tim 
Whitten, disaster recovery director. “At the end of that story, he gave us the instruction to ‘go and do likewise.’ This event is 

just one opportunity for us to live out that commandment.
Whitten encouraged people to spread the word and come 

with a friend—or a full team.
“Hundreds of families need our help, so we need all of 

the volunteers we can get,” Whitten said. “If you can’t come 
yourself, please help us spread the word in your church and 
community.”

All kinds of help are needed, he said, whether you are 
adept with a hammer and saw or wouldn’t know which end of 
a screwdriver to pick up. 

“We’ll have plenty of people on hand who know what 
they’re doing and are happy to help those with less experi-
ence,” Whitten said. 

Crews hosted by St. Paul UMC in Chesterfield will be 
working from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. that day. 

Volunteers are asked to register by Sept. 9 so organizers 
can plan appropriately. Adults must complete a background 
check prior to attending; details will be emailed after register-
ing. To register, visit www.umcsc.org/disasterrecovery.

Volunteers repair a home. United Methodists across South 
Carolina will get the chance to help people impacted by 
Hurricane Florence in a conference-wide Disaster Recovery 
Day of Service set for Sept. 21.

Make a difference
Disaster Recovery Day of Service set for Chesterfield Sept. 21

Whitten

One United Methodist family is among 
four other Christian families who have 
placed granite cornerstones at the four 
“corners” of Greenville County recently to 
declare the county a sanctuary for life.

Patrick King and his wife, Brenda—mem-
bers of Mauldin United Methodist Church, 
Mauldin—were inspired after they heard 
Kelly Ross, chief executive officer of Pied-
mont Women’s Center, set a goal of reducing 
abortions in Greenville County by 10 percent 
year on year. The reduction on abortions is 
part of the center’s 10-year strategic vision 
plan.

They placed a 30-pound stone marker 
engraved in bold letters with the word “life” 
on each of the four corners of Greenville 
County, as the four cornerstones marking 
a virtual cathedral. They recited Psalm 34 
aloud in declaring Greenville County as a 
spirit-protected sanctuary for celebrating life.

“Very correctly, much of what we do daily 
to save unborn life involves physical human 
action,” Patrick King said. “Be it volunteer-
ing, marching, voting, working in any sup-
port way, actively helping the needs of the 
expecting mother, etc., the needs are great. 
These measures are truly critical and ex-

hausting. While prayer is both physical and 
spiritual, often there are included human-
physical details and specifics to prayer.”

However, King said, Psalm 34 reminds 
people about aid in the form of angels and 
Ephesians 6:12 reminds people of the core 
root of Christians’ battle: “For our wrestling 
is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, against the 
world—rulers of this darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.”

The Kings encourage other counties in 
South Carolina to do something similar.

UM family helps declare Greenville County as ‘sanctuary for life’ 
A 
30-pound 
stone 
marker 
engraved 
with the 
word 
“life” was 
placed 
on each 
of the 
four 
“cor-
ners” of 
Greenville 
County.

By Jessica Brodie
BISHOPVILLE—This month, families in need will get 
some much-desired help from a local United Methodist-led 
ministry. 

For the last 25 years, Good Samaritans for All People has 
been helping people in need with Christmas gifts, school 
supplies, furniture, clothing, food and other donated items.

On Saturday, Aug 17, Good Samaritans will again hold 
one of its frequent giveaway days. 

Set for 8 a.m. to noon at the gym besides the old football 
field on Main Street in Bishopville, Good Samaritans will 
give out free food for children and families, as well as school 
supplies for all students in Lee County and other nearby 
schools. 

Founder the Rev. Eddie Thomas said he is grateful for the 

strong support businesses, churches and individuals offer by 
donating food, items and funds for people in need, which he 
said is a big help for the people. 

Thomas—a retired United Methodist pastor—began the 
ministry with his wife, Corine, when he pastored the three-
point Brookgreen Charge in Murrells Inlet. 

The ministry moved where the Thomases moved: to 
Bennettsville, and then since 2000 in Bishopville. Today, it 
brings together several denominations all working together 
for the good of the community.

Several dignitaries have been invited to take part in the 
Aug. 17 giveaway, and furniture, clothing and other dona-
tions are still being accepted. 

To learn more or to get involved, contact Thomas at 803-
459-4989.

Good Samaritans for All People founder the Rev. Eddie 
Thomas gives out a bag of food to a woman at a giveaway 
in late 2015. Their next giveaway is set for Aug. 17.

Good Samaritans to host back-to-school giveaway with food, school supplies, more

MUTARE, Zimbabwe—Africa University President and Vice Chan-
cellor Professor Munashe Furusa has challenged the graduates of 
the United Methodist-related institution to continue to be shining 
examples of their exemplary education and build a better Africa for 
the future.

“Remember you are Africa’s future that we invested in today, 
the hope that your families have been holding tight to, the sacred 
seeds we have planted and expect to burst into divine and wondrous 
flowers,” Furusa told the graduates. “Therefore, go forth and build 
an Africa that we all want and deserve to live in. In doing so, do not 
neglect your dreams, but keep your faith, affirm your dignity, be kind, 
caring and generous.”

Furusa was speaking at the 25th graduation ceremony where 
nearly 600 students from 22 African countries received their master’s 
and bachelor’s degrees during the commencement ceremony June 8 
at the campus in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. 

He reminded the graduates that they were part of a special class, 
the Silver Graduating Class, marking the 25th graduation ceremony. 

“Our alumni, whose ranks you are joining today, have gone on 
to take their place among the leaders, movers and shakers of this 
continent and the world and are reimagining our space in ways that 
we never thought possible.”

Furusa told them about Lillian Achom, a Ugandan Computer 
Information Systems graduate of 2011 who is revolutionizing the field 
of IT in her country and realigning the role that women play in the 
development of the IT sector in Africa through her start up Grade 
Score. Grade Score is an online platform geared towards evaluating 
students’ grade performance with the view of aligning their talents 
and passions with the programs they will eventually study when they 

enroll into university.
Another shining Africa University graduate was Bishop Mande 

Muyombo, who recently assumed the chair of the Africa University 
Board of Directors and is creating a legacy of peace, service and stew-
ardship in his home country, the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

“Therefore, go in the knowledge that you are of Africa, and within 
you lies the hopes and dreams of a continent,” Furusa said.

The graduating class had 526 graduates, 54.6 percent of whom 
are women and 27.6 percent international representing 22 African 
countries. The class of 2019 also included Dr. Kenjiro Yamada, who 
was awarded an honorary doctorate in recognition of his contribu-
tions to Africa University’s development.  He was instrumental in 
securing funding for the library on campus, which is partly named in 
his honor.

Yamada’s career spans almost five decades in Methodist education, 
including more than 30 years of leadership at the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry.  He told the graduates not to worry 
about financial gains.

“Don’t chase the money. Let money chase you,” he said to a thun-
derous applause.

The keynote address speaker, the Rev. Greg Bergquist, interim 
general secretary of GBHEM, called on the graduates to be grateful 
for the education they are receiving and to be loving and kind to all 
they meet in their endeavors. 

The university has initiated a process to transform itself into a 
research-intensive institution and to become a prominent center 
for childhood and child rights studies, intellectual property studies, 
malaria research, public health, theological studies, leadership and 
governance, and environmental advocacy. 

AU graduates urged to create a better Africa

The Bible is the primary source 
book of the Christian faith; it is 
not a scientific textbook. The Bible 
and science are not in conflict. 

When both are accepted for what they are, 
the Bible and science complement each 
other.

As God’s word, the Bible shares the big 
picture of God at work in God’s world for 
the sake of all of God’s children. It tells 
how God became incarnate in the world 
in Jesus Christ and continues, through the 
Holy Spirit, to forgive, reconcile and save us. 
Christianity is about love, hope, relationship 
and meaningful living. The Bible tells us so.

Science explores the observable, measur-
able and provable facts about the material 
world. Science, amazingly, describes the 
vastness of the cosmos—stars gathered into 
galaxies and planets around stars. Science 
also describes the composition and interac-
tions of tiny atoms. And science describes 
every material thing in between the cosmos 
and the atom. Using its rational tools, sci-
ence establishes “objective truth” about the 
material world. 

Science, however, has no “factual” way to 
observe, measure or prove the great biblical 
truths of love, forgiveness, hope, reconcili-
ation, salvation or eternal life. These and 
other truths by which we live are called 
“subjective truths.” We experience them and 
live our lives by them, but they belong to the 
non-material spiritual world. Science has no 
way to observe, measure or prove any of the 
great doctrines that Christians believe and 
trust to assist us in being in good relation-
ship with God—and with our neighbors. 
Some scientists reject anything that cannot 
be scientifically proven, but any scientist 
who has ever been in love knows that there 
are things that are wonderfully true, but 
cannot be measured or proven.  

Many scientists are “spiritually” awed at 
the mystery behind the vastness of God’s 
creation and at the mystery of all material 
matter depending upon the reciprocity 
of the elements inside the tiny atom. And 
many faithful Christians are “factually” 
awed at what scientists can tell us about 
God’s creation—even when science troubles 
us with messages of global warming and of 
contamination by plastic waste, now being 
found in the deepest parts of the deepest 
ocean trenches. Christians are grateful for 
the amazing capabilities of modern medi-
cal science. When Christians take seriously 
the “objective truths” of science and science 
takes seriously the “subjective truths” of the 
Bible, we are all wiser and more faithful. 

The scientific method is a latecomer 
to the human scene. In Europe, science 
emerged when the Enlightenment (the Age 
of Reason) began to dawn in Europe in the 
1300s. For nearly 1,000 years, the Dark Ages 
made Western Europe largely devoid of 
intellectual life, reliable medicine or effec-
tive government. Disorganization verged on 
chaos. After the 1300s, the use of rational 
thinking among Christians became strong 
enough to help unleash the Protestant Ref-
ormation of the 1500s.

However, in the 1500s and up to the 

present, many Christians insisted that the 
Bible’s pre-scientific teachings about the 
beginnings and nature of the creation were 
right and scientifically correct. “Take the 
Bible literally” was their watchword. They 
insisted that the Bible is a scientific textbook 
and that science is wrong when science 
states something contrary to their reading 
of the Bible. They ignored the actuality that 
the New Testament predated the scientific 
method by 1,000 years (the Old Testament 
by 1,500). It is fascinating that some con-
temporary Christians reject the Big Bang 
theory or childhood vaccinations or human 
contributions to global warming because 
they do not like the scientific understand-
ings. However, when they are seriously ill or 
severely injured, they want access to the best 
doctors and hospitals available.

Today’s dialogue is often linear debate, 
with one side seeking to be “right” by prov-
ing the other wrong. Often, the Bible, espe-
cially in the Old Testament, utilizes a form 
of dialogue in which each side presents its 
case, discussion takes place and both points 
of view are accepted and placed side by side. 
The two creation stories in Genesis 1:1- 2:4a 
and 2:4b-24 are a good example. When they 
are read side-by-side, the chronologies and 
“factual” details differ, but the big truth is 
“God created it all and made provisions for 
all life. The humans are to be good caretak-
ers of God’s creation.” 

Additionally, there are no “factual” dates 
given for the birth or crucifixion/resur-
rection of Jesus. Matthew and Luke have 
divergent birth narratives; Mark and John 
lack birth narratives. What is the explana-
tion? “Factual” history arrived more than 
10 centuries after today’s New Testament. 
But the “spiritual truth” in it all is that Jesus 
was both fully human and son of God—sent 
into the world to be Christ and Savior and 
Emmanuel (God with us). Accepting that 
the Bible is not a science text helps us to 
understand the spiritual truths within it.

Young people scramble to keep up with 
fast-growing science; they are immersed 
in and trust observable, measurable, 
provable science —based on facts. When 
young people encounter well-meaning but 
scientifically uninformed Christians who 
tell them that their “facts” are flawed or fake, 
they are tempted to dismiss all Christians as 
uninformed and superstitious.

Today’s church can do better by helping 
its members, young and old, to read and 
learn the Bible as the source book of faith. 
The Bible’s stories of creation, miracles, 
healings and other mysteries of God may 
not be scientifically provable, but they give 
us the big truth of who we are as God’s 
children. They tell us how God is at work 
in Christ to forgive, reconcile and save us. 
Christianity is about love, hope, relationship 
and meaningful living. The Bible, predat-
ing the scientific method, does not address 
the world of science, but it, nevertheless, 
presents a true account of God at work in 
God’s world.

The Bible and science are gifts from God. 
When we gratefully embrace both, the con-
flict disappears. 

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. James Ellis Griffeth (retired)

The Bible and science: Why the conflict?

Para. 161 of the Book of Discipline 
gives a clear definition of our 
responsibility toward the person 
of the individual and also our 

responsibility toward the behavior of the 
individual. The person, regardless of his/
her behavior, is a being with intrinsic worth. 
An intrinsic worth not conferred by some 
human capacity, but distinctly given by 
God. Thus, our theological and experiential 
task to respect and protect the life of every 
human being. Para. 161 also echoes the one 
word that encapsulates the essence of the 
Decalogue, namely, the word sacredness. 
Worship is sacred; property is sacred; life is 
sacred; ethnicity is sacred; individuality is 
sacred; sexuality is sacred.

Contrary to the pontifications of many 
following the adoption of the Traditional 
Plan by General Conference 2019, The 
United Methodist Church has not enacted 
nor has it even adopted any exclusionary 
measure towards any of its members. If it 
had, the General Conference, and by exten-
sion the church, would have been in gross 
violation of its most fundamental theologi-
cal task to “compel all to come in” and offer 
Christ to all. 

The rejection is not that of the human 
being. The rejection is rather that of a 
practice continually made acceptable and 
normative, although in direct contradic-
tion to biblical injunction. If we believe that 
Christ saves, then we must also believe that 
that which he saves from must be hence-
forth rejected. Otherwise the office of Savior 
is utterly devoid of any respectable meaning.

It is quite troubling to witness a sys-
tematic subversion of church discipline 
across the denomination, particularly in 
North America (https://www.umnews.org/
en/category/human-sexuality). And while 
this subversion sadly spreads and solidifies 
within the institution, many a resistance 
erects, which openly vow to oppose the 
implementation of GC2019.

We believe that the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ affirms us in our individuality. But if 
this affirmation is without a basis, then how 
would it satisfy my need to be absolved of 
my iniquities? The absolution of my sins is 
made possible only on the basis of Christ’s 
foreordained death and resurrection to 
which His affirmation of my uniqueness is 
concomitant. And if He has already died 
and risen to obtain my redemption, why, 
in heaven’s name, am I still, and even more 
openly, practicing and justifying sin?

If worship, property, life, ethnicity, 
individuality and sexuality are sacred gifts 
of God, then we make a cardinal mistake to 
want deliberately to desacralize any of them. 
But that’s what we are actually doing with 
sexuality. This will to break away from our 
spiritual moorings is a dangerous practice 
that stems from the oldest of all sins, the sin 
of secular humanism, where man decided to 
be (like) God, right from the beginning.

“In the beginning God created … ” 
(“Bereshit Bara Elohim”). Five words in 
English (three in Hebrew) announce the 
starting point of mankind. The Judeo-Chris-
tian narrative is that of a God who was the 
prime mover, the initiator of the universe. 
This narrative constitutes a strict departure 
from the naturalistic assumption of a theo-
retical original explosion—which, in itself, 

is not a starting point because one must ask 
how the elements were generated or how 
they came into existence before the explo-
sion, especially when spontaneous genera-
tion, that is, existence from nonexistence, 
we are taught, is scientifically absurd.

“Bereshit Bara Elohim” is the proposition 
that God is an acting agent. It relates with 
emphatic insistence how the heavens and 
the earth came to be and are sustained by an 
omnipotent and relational Being.

There was an announcement, “And God 
said …,” which means that God is a speak-
ing God. He is a communicating and reveal-
ing God who is not silent. 

The deist believes in a creator God, on 
the basis of reason alone. But his is a god 
who is silent and does not interact with 
mankind. The God of the Christian is one 
who, not only pervades the very universe 
He created, but also speaks and reveals to us 
His will and His purpose for our lives. 

Thousands of years ago, in the begin-
ning, man was being led astray by this 
seductive question: Did God really say, “You 
must not eat from any tree in the garden”? 
This seduction was the original seed of 
doubt planted in the minds of the first two 
humans. 

That seed of uncertainty is once more 
being planted in our minds today. Did God 
really say “Do not have sexual relations with 
a man as one does with a woman; that is 
detestable.”? In fact, Paul’s treatment of this 
very subject in his epistle to the Romans 
reveals a fearsome sanction from God (Ro-
mans 1). Despite his intellectual credentials, 
his dual-citizenship prerogatives, despite 
being the one who single-handedly penned 
nearly 50 percent of the New Testament, 
Paul soberly refers to himself as “an apostle 
sent not from men nor by a man, but by 
Jesus Christ and God the Father.” 

If we pretentiously view his teaching 
(in Romans 1 for instance) as “incompat-
ible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” then 
we nullify Paul’s apostleship and become 
guilty of prophetic duplicity before God, 
and guilty of deconstructing what God has 
already said about sexuality.

There was a commandment, “Let there 
be ….” The present generation prides itself 
in a “newly found spirituality.” It claims an 
enlightenment that has liberated it from the 
tyranny of a dogmatic and repressive theol-
ogy of the past. 

But this kind of nirvana, this expression 
of the “true self ” we pretend to have reached 
in this generation, is nothing more than the 
deification of ourselves, which rejects any 
commitment to a God outside of ourselves. 
“Be yourself and do whatever you feel is 
right” seems to be the motto all of us must 
follow, purposely avoiding to seek after what 
is legitimately right to feel. We use words 
like enlightenment, openness of mind, and 
spirituality to indicate our ascension to 
superior wisdom. 

But “Who is this that darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge?” says the Lord 
God. We bring confusion and darkness into 
light in the name of enlightenment, whereas 
God commands light into darkness in the 
name of truth.

Yed is Lay Leader at Francis Burns UMC, 
Columbia.

Guest Commentary
by Timothée Yed

In the beginning, God … (Part 1)

ADVERTISE HERE!
Toni Strawther  |  advocatesales@umcsc.org  |  843-408-7879
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Time to prepare for Aldersgate Sunday!
August 11, 2019 is designated as Aldersgate Special Needs Sunday by 
the South Carolina Conference. Please consider a special offering on 

this day or choose another Sunday that works for your church.

We provide Christian homes with the highest quality of life and 
greatest level of independence for adults with special needs. Aldersgate 

does not receive funds from apportionments and depends on 
contributions from churches, groups and individuals.

Email asmn-sc@att.net to order printed bulletin inserts
and offering envelopes.

asnm-sc@att.net | 
aldersgatespecialneedsministry.org

Open letter to the UMC
Editor’s note: The Inman United Methodist Church Administrative Council sent this letter 

to the offices of the South Carolina Conference on May 30. It was signed by Paulette McCallis-
ter, chair of the council, and an 19 additional council members.

To the South Carolina  Conference of the UMC:
The members of Inman United Methodist Church disagree on many issues, theologi-

cal and political, but that does not define us. We believe we have been called to love one 
another, not agree with one another. Our profound acceptance of diversity strengthens that 
love and enhances our presence in the community.

We cherish our LGBTQ members. We will not diminish them as inherently unworthy 
of full inclusion in the church. Neither will we demean the lives they lead as “incompatible 
with Christian teaching.” To the contrary, we see in them examples to follow: examples of 
faithfulness, of charity, of kindness.

We see no such examples in the decisions of the 2019 General Conference. And while we 
appreciate that people of principle will disagree on issues affecting the gay community, we 
are dismayed when one side insists that others conform to their view or leave. 

For these reasons, we dissent. We are heartbroken; and we cannot be at peace in a de-
nomination that preaches exclusion.

Respectfully,
The Administrative Council

Inman UMC, Inman

Dear Charlie Churched,
Sometime I think all we do 

together anymore is go to funer-
als, revivals and family reunions. 

Sometime the funerals are right sad because 
we just don’t know and sometimes I have 
about too much fun at funerals. One thing 
I’ve noticed lately that if the church is not 
packed for a worship service, no one sits in 
the couple rows in front of us. I suppose no 
one much likes the way we sing.

The funeral the other day for Mr. Knowl-
ton was a blast. The preacher knew Knowl-
ton well and knew that Knowlton was not 
ashamed of his non-melodious tones, either. 
In fact, Mr. Knowlton made joyful noises to 
the Lord and really did not care what anyone 
else thought. There is this part in the front 
of the Methodist hymnal written by John 
Wesley that says, “Sing ... with good courage.” 
Mr. Knowlton had plenty of that. 

Maybe Mr. Knowlton saw the part of the 
hymnal that says “sing modestly” and “strive 
to unite your voices together,” so he decided 
he would be a Lutheran because they don’t 
have that in the front of their hymnal. I think 
Mr. Knowlton knew at least four verses of 
every hymn in the Lutheran hymnal and 
probably by page number. I think you could 
ask for Hymn 461 in the old red hymnal and 
he would sing ‘Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior.” 

Everyone knows how he sang on his trac-

tor. Even with the big noisy fan operating 
on the back of the peach sprayer, you could 
hear Mr. Knowlton for at least a mile and that 
was if the wind was blowing the other way. 
We all remember when his doctor said he 
had COPD and he said if he had COPD, he 
would not be able to sing as well as he did, so 
he changed doctor. His daughter insisted he 
needed a tractor with a cab to keep him away 
from the dust, so he bought a tractor with a 
cab and rode around with the windows open 
so we still heard him. 

I don’t think words like harmony, tonal-
ity and decrescendo ever made it to Mr. 
Knowlton’s vocabulary, and I can’t find those 
words in a concordance either. Habits like 
submit and worship and honor and praise 
were easily witnessed in his life. Psalm 101:1 
in the NIV says, “I will sing of your love and 
justice to you, Lord, I will sing praise.” For all 
of us who cannot carry a tune in the bucket 
of a front-end loader, we hold this verse as a 
foundation of our faith and life. 

Maybe you and I will take Mr. Knowlton’s 
place here in the earthly choir. Anyone that 
does not like our tones can move to another 
pew because other than funerals, there seems 
to be plenty room in churches these days. Be-
sides, when folks talk about the way we sing, 
they won’t be judging someone else.

I’ll see you Sunday. 
Email Reynolds: reflector.ihg@att.net

The Plank: A satire
by Phil Reynolds

Walking Jesus Jukebox

We are all asking why our 
world is in such disquiet. The 
onslaught of evil descend-
ing upon innocents in every 

corner of our globe brings reasonable people 
to wonder just how bad things will become.

Yet our world is no different than it has 
been for thousands of years. The first book of 
the Bible is, in part, a story of man’s disobedi-
ence and the loss of grace that came from the 
incorrect use of free choice. A comment I’ve 
used in the past is that God, whom we be-
lieve is without flaw, may have overestimated 
the strength of character in the humans He 
created. 

The Old Testament is filled with stories 
of God’s destruction of millions of people 
who chose to be disobedient. He destroyed 
an entire civilization and started over in an 
effort to find humans who would choose not 
to turn to evil. In Paul’s letter to the Romans 
(11:32) he explains, “For God has bound all 
men over to disobedience so He may have 
mercy on them.” In my mind that says God 
saw early on the weakness of His children 
who gave in to the things the devil provides. 
Finally, it seems He gave up His dream of 
obedient children, accepted our failures and 
offered mercy and forgiveness to those who 
would sincerely ask. 

Sounds like something a truly loving par-
ent would do.

Recorded history documents the unsa-
vory truth that even the strong and powerful 
could not keep their weakness in check. They 
turned away from God’s commands, His love 
and promise, because these gifts cannot be 
verified by our pitiful human senses (Ro-
mans 1:18-25, 28-32). Today there are evil 
and powerful people who choose to destroy 
anyone or anything that may remind them 
of their failure before God. They have given 
up their faith in a loving promise beyond our 

physical life and substituted a distorted belief 
that there is power only in what can be pos-
sessed, controlled or destroyed.

The powerful take advantage of the faith-
ful. Paul also wrote to the Romans (5:3-5), 
“We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance—
perseverance—character, and character—
hope. Hope does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out His love into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” 
It is this human trait of accepting what we 
cannot change that gives the unfaithful their 
wedge of power.

On any day, our disguised electronic links 
to every corner of the earth give us real-time 
access to the manipulating evil in our world. 
No longer can we avoid the conclusion that 
maybe, just maybe, the dark side is winning. 
We can have our own personal faith and ac-
cept our own personal gifts. But we no longer 
seem to possess the fight to be the hands of 
our Lord, to destroy those who choose not to 
be “of Him.” It’s too bad we can’t put a pool 
reporter in heaven, giving us the reports of 
the billions of selfless acts of love and kind-
ness that His children perform each day. We 
could also learn what the evils of mankind do 
to our Father. 

We’ve heard the comment, “God won’t let 
them destroy us.” Well, sacred history tells 
us otherwise. God himself destroyed entire 
countries that would not listen. Those who 
thought Noah was a crackpot are still pump-
ing water somewhere. Now, as then, He offers 
a difficult solution: accept, repent, reform. 

I offer: fight through example, resist with 
faith and take up the sword when forces of 
evil are upon you. Do not allow division from 
within to distract us from Him.

I wish you clarity.
Barnier is a member of St. Paul UMC, 

Ridgeland.

        View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Romans: God’s wrath against mankind 

Photos by Matt Brodie 

Six different ministries in action
Six mission projects from churches across South Carolina demonstrated their pro-
grams during a Hands-On Mission Expo presented by conference laity at Annual 
Conference. The ministries included plarn, wheelchair ramps (above), dresses for
girls, beds for children, reusable hygiene kits and the Conference Early Response
Team/Disaster Relief.

Photos by Matt Brodie

Golfing for a cause
Asbury Hills supporters headed to The Preserve at Verdae Golf Club June 1, the day 
before Annual Conference, to play golf and raise funds for Asbury Hills camp scholar-
ships. The annual golf tournament featured a shotgun start and hole-in-one prizes.
Pictured at left is the winning team: Greenville District Superintendent George Howle 
with Mark Cochran, Jeff Jaeggi and Greg Jaeggi. At right, a golfer takes a shot.

NEW ELLENTON—On June 9, moving 
pastors had three weeks left in their tenure 
to deliver their last sermons and bless the 
congregations they were departing from. 
The sermons offered in the beginning and 
ending of an appointment are often the 
most remembered messages. Since every ap-
pointment has its challenges and successes, 
pastors often review accomplishments and 
conclude with visions being emphasized and 
celebrated. 

Thanks to the visionary leadership of sev-
eral key laity at St. Paul and the Rev. Robert 
Reeves, a worship service was planned for 
June 9 to emphasize the transition of one 
pastor to another, with an invitation for 
their incoming pastor, Susan Pennock, to 
also participate. As well, several leaders 
from St. Paul were involved in the service.

 The two pastors met several times to 
prepare a service and pray for each other, 
their families, and the churches to which 
they were being appointed. This time of 
prayer and shared meals brought deeper 
meaning to the pastoral ministry transition. 

Reeves had considered the idea after 
reading the book “Your Best Move,” by the 
Rev. Bob Kaylor. The book had been recom-
mended for study and implementation by 
the South Carolina Conference in transition 
retreats offered to all moving pastors and 
local churches this year. 

“When I shared the idea of this service 
to several of the St. Paul leaders, we realized 
the Holy Spirit had impressed upon us all 
the same idea,” Reeves said. “What really 
added to the effectiveness of our purpose 
was Susan’s cooperation to be present with 
us June 9. It strongly demonstrated our 
connection to one another and clearly sent 
the message of building upon one phase of 
ministry to another at St. Paul rather than 
starting all over again with another pastor.” 

Both pastors briefly shared their dreams 
and blessings for St. Paul as exiting and 
entering pastor. Leaders prayed for each 
pastor and family. Reeves presented a Bible 
to Pennock proclaiming her soon beginning 
ministry at St. Paul. 

“What really put the God final touch 
on this worship service was the celebra-
tion of the Lord’s Supper when Robert and 

Susan distributed the communion ele-
ments together to our congregation,” said 
Betty Fischer, St. Paul’s Council chair. “We 
had never seen our leaving and entering 
pastor work together before to emphasize 
what God was doing in this process for the 
benefit of our church. It was so meaningful 
to connect the past to the present to the fu-
ture. This service helped us to see so clearly 
what we could celebrate and what we could 
expect in our future ministry.” 

“It was a stress reliever to participate in 
and experience worship prior to showing up 
on the first Sunday,” Pennock said. “I am be-
yond thankful for the welcome of Reverend 
Reeves. I have also been able to meet with 
key church leadership on several occasions 
and we have scheduled ‘Pastor Meet and 
Greet’ sessions that will take place within 
the first few weeks of the move. I am grate-
ful for this book, the support of the S.C. 
UMC Conference for offering the Transi-
tion Retreat and suggesting this process, the 
welcome of St. Paul, and especially Reverend 
Reeves and his family for such a fun and 
warm welcome into this season in the life of 
St. Paul UMC.” 

For a copy of the worship service from 
June 9, contact Doreen at St. Paul UMC: 
office@umcne.org.

Photo courtesy of Charles Goodman Jr.
The two pastors met several times to pre-
pare a service and pray for each other, their 
families, and the churches to which they 
were being appointed.

St. Paul UMC in New Ellenton passes 
their pastoral leadership mantle

Baseball game 
features 

Aldersgate 
Aldersgate Special Needs 
Ministry was the featured 

community organization at 
the Columbia Fireflies game 
on July 9. An ASNM resident 

threw the ceremonial first 
pitch and the ministry was 
promoted throughout the 

night. Residents and staff 
enjoyed the game along 

with parents, board mem-
bers and ASNM friends. 

Photo courtesy of Elaine G. Mathis 

Columbia District
Congratulations to the Rev. Daniel and Eunhey Ra on the birth of their fourth child. 

Joshua Hyunjun Ran was born in early July.
Columbia College, Columbia, will begin offering more flexibility, including some select 

daytime programs and convenient housing options, to their evening program students start-
ing in the fall.

Congratulations to the Rev. Jody and Michelle Flowers on their first grandchild. Lucy Jane 
Flowers was born July 1 to Andrew and Morgan Flowers.

Union UMC, Irmo, will hold its Eighth Annual Martha’s Market Sept. 7 from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Crafts, jewelry, art, boutique clothes and décor will be offered. Breakfast and lunch will 
also be available to purchase. Proceeds will go to the Wallace Family Life  Center and Snack 
Pack this year. Contact Meghan Arant at smarant9@hotmail.com for more information or for 
tickets to Friday night preview party.

Washington Street UMC, Columbia, held its Music Mania 2019 Music Camp July 15-19. 
The camp was for children ages 4 to rising sixth grade each day from 8:45-11:45 a.m. featuring 
the music of Fish Tales by Kathy Hill and Melanie Mosely Morris. Activities included drum-
ming, singing, xylophones, tone chimes, crafts, snacks, special guest musicians and more. A 
part of Washington Street’s mission is to provide a place of Christian education and fellowship 
in which families feel cherished, loved and nurtured. 

Greenwood District
Congratulations to the Rev. Bobbie and Ron Taylor on the birth of their great-granddaugh-

ter. Reagan was born July 16.

Hartsville District
Mechanicsville UMC, Sumter, will hold their back-to-school conference and concert Aug. 

9-10. “Geared Up and Ready for Battle” will be help to support the church’s Young People’s 
Ministry, Pink Diamonds Girls Ministries and Right Direction Boys Ministry. Friday’s confer-
ence will begin at 6 p.m. and will feature motivational speakers and prayer. The concert, held 
Saturday at 5 p.m., will feature Mechanicsville’s Inspirational Voices. Admission for both 
events is any kind of school supplies.

Spartanburg District
Congratulations to the Rev. Danny and Denise Wiley on the birth of their grandchild. 

Jameson Dean Ford was born June 3 to Weston and Lauren Ford.
This summer, through the iCAN Summer Institute, 20 local high school students sampled 

what it was like to be students at Wofford College, Spartanburg. Students who attended the 
two-day residential program went on a campus tour and attended workshops to learn more 
about being successful in college.

The Carolina Panthers announced the team’s summer training camp schedule at Wofford 
College, Spartanburg. The first chance to see the Panthers practice was July 25 at the annual 
kickoff party. This is the 25th year the Panthers have held their training camp in Spartanburg.

Wofford College, Spartanburg, has been named among the Best U.S. Colleges for United 
Methodist Students by College Factual, a web-based college choice resource that evaluates 
four-year colleges and universities in the U.S. to create annual rankings based on quality, value 
and other factors. The college’s No. 6 ranking puts it at No. 1 in South Carolina.

Wofford College, Spartanburg, has broken ground on its new environmental studies 
center that will be Green Globe Certified for its sustainable and environmentally conscious 
features, such as a partial green roof and solar roof panels. The 20,000-square-foot facility will 
feature advanced lab space, classrooms and offices as well as outdoor patio and garden spaces.

Around the District
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www.forestacrespayroll.com

Contact us to obtain a free quote

Rebecca Neal Tompkins
Certified Payroll Professional

803-767-7880
rtompkins@forestacrespayroll.com

We specialize in church and 

clergy payroll, including:

•	 Direct	Deposit

•	 Electronic	Pay	Stubs	and	W-2s

•	 Proper	clergy	compensation
	 reporting	on	the	W-2

•	 Electronic	payroll	tax	deposits

•	 Quarterly	and	annual	report	filings

•	 Annual	W-2/W-3	forms

•	 Assistance	with	back	payroll
 issues

losing your religion over payroll?
Give us a call!

Ubuntu journeys are unique 
mission trips sponsored and 
supported by United Methodist 
Women for United Methodist 

Women. The purpose is to build relation-
ships with women from other countries, 
languages, customs and cultures as they 
worship, study the Bible and discuss their 
struggles and their joys. It is the way to ex-
perience what it means to be “one in Christ.” 

Ubuntu is an African philosophy that 
celebrates and values each person. It cap-
tures the concept: “I am human because 
you are human.” It is a coming together 
of God’s people to celebrate God’s pres-
ence and prompting to act on behalf of our 
neighbors. Ubuntu demonstrates the idea of 
faith, hope and love in action—the focus of 
United Methodist Women. 

United Methodist Women from across 
the country apply for team membership. 
The team members in the U.S. are in com-
munication with each other as they plan, 
share ideas and get to know each other. The 
same planning and sharing happens in the 
host country. The two leaders plan together 
for this experience. They determine a theme 
and a Bible verse, which guides their time 
together. 

For example, on the Ubuntu journey 
to Colombia in 2017, our U.S. team also 
included three women pastors from Brazil 
(one of whom is the UMW staff person for 
all of Central and South America). Both 
English and Portuguese were used, and 
then when we got to Colombia, Spanish 
was added to the mix. We learned how the 
Colombian Methodist women are working 
with their government to train and imple-

ment the Peace Accords. We visited three 
locations meeting with their women and 
sharing food, crafts, worship and cultural 
activities: 1) Brisas del Mar (a small rural 
village with a clinic built by the church and 
a lunch feeding program for children); 2) 
San Onofre (the district superintendent 
came and preached Sunday morning wor-
ship, followed by lunch at the pastor’s home 
with traditional Colombian food and a 
birthday cake to celebrate the birthday of 
one of our team members); and 3) Flor del 
Campo (we had lunch with their women, 
and then shared in cultural activities. This 
church is located in Cartagena where many 
displaced persons are now living and trying 
to start a new life). 

And on the Ubuntu journey to Bolivia in 
2018, for three days we went to Ancoraimes 
to meet with women gathered from each 
district in Bolivia. There we shared worship, 
games, cultural activities, etc. 

The last day they dressed each member 
in their traditional clothes, and they also 
gave each of us a gift. The Bishop of Bolivia 
met with us, and invited us to dinner at 
a local restaurant, one that had a cultural 
presentation with music and dance. 

The Methodist women of Bolivia are 
building a home for abused women, 
Tabitha’s House. 

Team members voted to give a donation 
toward Tabitha’s House. 

For more information on a program for 
your unit, circle or church: brooksie_32@
hotmail.com or 843-945-9783. 

Brooks is a deaconess and the president of 
the Marion District UMW. 

Ubuntu journeys are ‘faith, hope and love in action’

    United Methodist Women
by Barb Brooks

Three generations—Caron Cooper, her 
daughter Alisha Cooper and her mother, 
Carolyn Hamby—attended the South Caro-
lina Conference United Methodist Women’s 
2019 Spiritual Growth Retreat at Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina. 

Here, they share their experiences:
Caron Cooper, SCCUMW spiritual 

growth coordinator: “As Retreat Coordina-
tor, I was tasked with ensuring that our time 
together ran smoothly. With months of 
preparation and much assistance from my 
registrar Susan Smith and Lake Junaluska 
coordinator Nikki Ulmer, we were finally 
ready! Our spiritual growth team accepted 
their many assignments with enthusiasm and 
willing spirits. What a fine job these ladies 
did in serving their fellow Methodist sisters.

“Throughout the retreat I saw many 
familiar faces but also met new women of 
all ages. Our 407 attendees were all around 
participating in the many scheduled activities 
and free time they had due to our two-night, 
three-day format.

“A few favorite events for me were the 
trolley garden tour, the Friday night skits, 
Jacquelyn Session’s early morning devotion, 
listening to all the women sing under the 
direction of Dee Johnson, the beautiful flute 
solos by our musician Jessica Hall and the 
timely message of faith in these changing 
times by our retreat leader, Dr. Robin Dease.

“I enjoyed a special moment when an-
nouncing who was in audience at our final 
session. As I asked the ladies to stand if 
they had three generations, I was especially 
happy to see my always faithful mom and 
my under-40, first-timer daughter standing 
together.

“Although I was extremely busy the entire 
retreat, I still left revived and ready to face 
the challenges of the world. I pray each of 
my Methodist sisters there were spiritually 
recharged, too.”

Daughter Alisha Cooper: “Being a first-
time attendee at the Spiritual Growth Retreat, 
I did not know what to expect. But from the 
sheer beauty of the lake and mountain setting 
to the impactful speaker, the experience was 
one that I look forward to repeating in the 
future. I most enjoyed connecting with the 
ladies of SC UMW. While there were fewer 
younger-than-40 women there, I felt com-
fortable and accepted. I made new friends 
and was inspired by many of the women I 
spoke with. Of course, my two favorite ladies 
were my mom and grandmother! What a 
treat to have a meaningful weekend with 
them. I would encourage ladies young and 
old to attend future retreats because they 
will receive a blessing even if they were not 
expecting one.”

Mom Carolyn Hamby: “The spiritual 
growth retreat this year was a delightful time 
for me. Not only was I with my daughter 
and granddaughter, but I also was blessed by 
seeing UMW friends from all over the state. 
Being drafted by my daughter to fill in for 
ones who could not attend allowed me to set 
the example of how to “mess up” in public. 
(But I did learn about Isabella Thoburn and 
the Ghost of Legacy Past!)

“One special event for me was learning 
the history of the labyrinth taught by Cathy 
Ford. I love our speaker and musicians, and 
I thank the retreat committee and the entire 
SCCUMW. I look forward to attending again 
next year and hope to see you there.” 

Three generations share about 
UMW spiritual growth retreat

Caron 
Cooper, 
her daugh-
ter Alisha 
Cooper and 
her mother, 
Carolyn 
Hamby, at-
tended the 
SCCUMW 
2019 Spiri-
tual Growth 
Retreat.

By Cathy Trevino
I knew before we left that I would be submitting an article 

to the Advocate about our trip to Ecuador, held May 3-10. As 
the secretary for United Methodist Volunteers in Mission-
South Carolina, I am always asking our groups to remember 
to send in an article when they get back. We want to promote 
missions and encourage people to get involved. Those of us 
who have been on mission trips, nationally or internationally, 
know we always get more out of them than we give. 

This was my first trip in about three years but my second 
time to Ecuador. I remember thinking while riding out to the 
site one morning, “Man, I’ve missed this.” Both trips were in 
partnership with Servants in Faith and Technology, an orga-
nization based in Alabama. SIFAT is a wonderful group to 

partner with. They serve in Ecuador, Bolivia and Uganda, and 
they handle all the in-country details such as hotels, meals 
and projects involving interpreters.

 One of our projects for this trip was to dig out an area to 
be used as a basement storage room. The area was situated on 
a hill with beautiful views of the valley and mountains. The 
altitude was a little higher than 9,000 feet. Because of how it 
was situated on the hill, it was impossible to get it done with 
equipment so it had to be excavated by hand. In addition, we 
painted the sanctuary, bent rebar and held a vacation Bible 
school. At each VBS, we had about 55 to 85 kids per day. 

One afternoon, while getting ready for our next group of 
kids to come in for VBS, I heard a voice in my head saying, 
“Do your article on ‘Smiles.’” One of the things I always notice 

on my trips is the smiles—not just of the children we play and 
sing with, but of all the adults who are serving, whether they 
are on our team or the locals who work alongside us. This 
includes my own smile.

Forty percent of Ecuadorans live on less than $2 a day. 
Nineteen percent live on less than a dollar a day. Many live 
without electricity. Yet still there is joy. To be able to be an 
instrument of God and to be a part of bringing joy to others 
is so heart-humbling! 

Although there is a purpose and project involved with all 
UMVIM mission trips, the main objective is relationships. 
We showed others the love of God through our words and 
actions, and in return we experienced the love of God for 
ourselves. 

The team of 16 was led by Jim Smith. Two members were from Virginia and the rest were from the Upstate of South Carolina.

Smiles on a mission trip
Reflections on an UMVIM trip to Ecuador

There are no more weekend drills or 
two-week annual trainings for Dr. An-
thony Hodge, pastor of Cumberland United 
Methodist Church, Florence. Yet his role as 
a pastor to sailors, Marines and Coast Guard 
personnel still has a lasting impact on him 
and the lives of those he was blessed to serve 
with. 

Recently, Hodge was asked to assist a 
shipmate’s family through a crisis as a result 
of a fatal accident that occurred. Hodge, like 
others who have served in dual roles, consid-
ers himself blessed to have been exposed to 
ministry opportunities with the local church 
and in military settings.

While Hodge is no longer required to 
participate in two physical fitness assess-
ments yearly, he does credit the military with 
helping sensitize him to the necessity of try-
ing to do something physical on a consistent 
basis. Realizing that pastoral ministry can 
be highly stressful at times and that it is easy 
to succumb to a sedentary lifestyle, he has 
sought to be intentional about staying active 
as he seeks to minister to the parishioners at 
Cumberland and others in the Florence area.

Longtime chaplain colleague Capt. 
Washington Johnson II, deputy chaplain of 
the North American Aerospace Command 
and United States Northern Command is 
scheduled to visit Hodge at Cumberland, 
participate in worship and present him with 
a letter of appreciation for more than 21 years 

of service as a military chaplain. Even in 
retirement, Hodge continues to use the train-
ing he has been exposed to over the years in 
professional development courses to work 
alongside his parishioners and community 
residents. 

As a result of Hodge’s experiences as a 
Navy chaplain, he said he can relate to a 
popular quote of John Wesley, “The world is 
my parish.” 

Hodge says consistently that he seeks to 
make a positive difference in the lives of per-
sons God blesses him to encounter regardless 
of the ministry context.

Once a chaplain, always a chaplain 
Hodge’s former role  role as pastor to sailors, Marines and 

Coast Guard personnel has lasting impact

Hodge is pastor of Cumberland UMC.

By Lee Anne Lamar
In fall 2018, several women were honored 

as “Women of Strength” by the Indigenous 
Women’s Alliance that is part of the South 
Carolina Indian Affairs Commission. One 
of these, Cathy Nelson, is vice chair of the 
Native American Committee of the South 
Carolina United Methodist Church. 

Nelson works tirelessly in many capacities 
as mentor and advocate concerning Native 
issues. Founder and director of Keepers of 
the Word, Nelson leads this Native American 
outreach ministry. Through drumming and 
singing, she leads Keepers in worship and 
spiritual traditions. The group shares their 
music and ways of Native worship with a 
broad spectrum of people. By sharing this 
knowledge, Keepers helps ensure that the 
Native experiences and joy will be passed on, 
not only helping to sustain Native traditions, 
but also helping many others to broaden 
their own understanding.

Nelson is of Ojibwa heritage and was 
born outside of Chicago in Waukegan, Il-
linois. Growing up, she split her time each 
year between Illinois and northern Michi-
gan. In 1967, marriage brought her to South 
Carolina. She is a graduate of the College 
of Charleston and The Citadel. She has 
four grown children and 13 grandchildren. 
Nelson resides in Cottageville but travels the 
state serving and sharing her Native culture. 

In the fall, as vice chair of NAC and 
director of Keepers of the Word, Nelson 
coordinates with the various UMC Native 
American representatives from each church 
to collect elder baskets. These are laun-
dry baskets filled with canned meats and 
vegetables, fruit cups, dry beans, rice, pasta 
sauce and pasta, bar soap, shampoo, lotion, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, toilet paper, paper 
towels, Kleenex, liquid dish soap, laundry 
detergent and a special seasonal gift. 

Nelson and the UMC Native American 
representatives work to distribute these elder 
baskets to the chiefs and leaders of the South 
Carolina tribes. 

Through the years, Nelson created the 
Keepers group so that individuals who may 
not have direct connections with their own 
tribal groups would still have a way to con-
nect with each other. Like her own situation 
of living far from her original home, Nelson 
understands the desire to stay connected and 
celebrate tribal heritage. Her leadership and 
her desire to improve Native American issues 
has led to many memberships and service 
on several related boards: Board member of 
the Council of Chiefs with the S.C. Indian 
Affairs Commission; board member of 
Interfaith Partners of S.C.; South Eastern 
American Indian Council; S.C. Representa-
tive on NA Health (2015); Interim Director 
of SEJANAM (2011-2014); South Eastern 
Jurisdictional Association of Native Ameri-
can Ministries; House at Lake Junaluska; 
instructor at UMW School of Missions; 
“Giving Our Hearts Away,” Native American 
Survival; Lay Speaker; and Native American 
Ceremony.

Nelson’s dedication, character, and values 
have been exhibited for years by her servant’s 
heart, which has touched many people’s lives. 
Through leadership, administration, teach-
ing, encouraging, and helping, she inspires 
and grows other servants. We celebrate her 
and the contributions she offers of her time, 
her talents, and her gifts.  We honor Nelson 
as “A Woman of Strength!” Aho!

Lamar is NAC newsletter editor. 

Native American Ministries News

Celebrating Native American Cathy Nelson:
A Woman of Strength

Share your StorieS
Send stories, photos, calendar items

and ideas to:
advocate@umcsc.org (email preferred)

or 4908 Colonial Dr., Columbia SC 29203
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“Our first priority right now is to get the property 
secured, then we’ll hold a community meeting, a charrette, 
which will be a dreaming session of what the property can 
be,” Spriggs said. “We’ll be inviting community stakehold-
ers, leaders in the area, key folks from the board, the marina 
folks across water, etc. It will be a huge planning think-tank 
session, where we will literally ask the question, ‘What could 
this place possibly be?’”

Spriggs said the community meeting will likely happen 
this fall, ideally September. 

“We really will take off from that meeting,” he said. 
“We’re hoping something really cool will come out of that.”

Also in the fall, Spriggs said the Camps and Retreat 
board plans to host a big thank-you celebration for Linda 
Gadson, former Rural Mission director, and the rest of the 
staff who used to work at Rural Mission. Gadson had served 
as director for 47 years, since 1972.

Rural Mission’s history
Rural Mission started in 1969 to help the rural poor with 

housing, education, medical and other basic needs. More 
than a quarter of the island population lives below the pov-
erty level, and one in every five rural low-income homes is 
severely substandard.

Over the years Rural Mission, and Gadson herself, has 
been a bridge between the haves and have-nots, working 
with millionaires and migrants, well-off retirees and the 
working poor, bringing people together to help the impov-
erished get a new lease on life one plank and one nail at a 
time. 

But things have been difficult at Rural Mission for a few 
years, particularly since 2015. For many years, East Coast 
Migrant Head Start Project leased space from Rural Mission 
to provide quality early childhood education for the large 

migrant farming population. But in 2015, as Johns Island’s 
agricultural climate changed and migrant workers began to 
leave, East Coast Migrant pulled out, and Rural Mission lost 
its main source of income. 

Things were tough but manageable—until the “Thou-
sand-Year Flood” of Charleston, followed by a devastating 
snowstorm that destroyed what was left of their reserves. 
Despite major efforts from donors and other supporters to 
keep the ministry afloat, Rural Mission was forced to close 
Feb. 28. 

Gadson said she feels tremendously grateful for the 
support and love people have shown Rural Mission over 
the years, from the annual conference to United Methodist 
Women to the people who just showed up when things were 
so tough they didn’t know how they’d make it through. 

“I want whatever happens now to be successful,” Gadson 
said, noting she is happy the property is staying in the UMC 
family. “The most important thing for me is the property 
was not sold from the people. I pray the property will some-
how still be available for local people, then when activities 
take place they are still a part of it—that they can have ac-

cess even if not ownership, that the connecting link to past 
will still always be there.”

Gadson is now listening for God as to what He has 
planned for her next, and is especially praying for the Rural 
Mission Prayer Warriors, a group of senior citizens and oth-
ers who gathered every Tuesday at Rural Mission to spend 
hours in deep prayer for the community, the church, the 
world and countless other concerns. 

“I’m waiting for God to reveal what is next,” Gadson said. 
“I believe there is something God has planned.”

Big dreams
Spriggs said he is excited about the future possibilities of 

mission, spiritual growth and renewal and other things he is 
certain the Sea Islands site will provide long into the future.

While mission work such as construction projects is not 
in the camps and retreat wheelhouse, Spriggs said, he’d love 
to see the site continue to house mission groups from South 
Carolina and across the United States who would help the 
local people in the way Rural Mission did before.

“I envision there is no reason we can’t take current 30 
beds (onsite) and continue to have a place for those folks 
who want to come stay on the property, between the kitch-
en, the dining hall, stuff like that,” Spriggs said. “We can host 
them, and they just will need to partner with a local church 
on the work or partner with other entities and associations.”

But he’s also extremely excited about the camps and 
retreat possibilities the property will allow. He envisions be-
ing able to bring in small groups for team building exercises, 
such as obstacle courses and other group bonding experi-
ences. He said the site is perfect for water activities, too, 
such as sea kayaking and other programs. 

“That’s the key thing when we signed up for this—to do 
all we can to make it sustainable and give it our best shot,” 
Spriggs said. “That’s all we can hope for. We’re excited about 
that and that opportunity.”

The Rev. Ken Nelson was the first elected 
among clergy, and the Hon. Jackie Jenkins 
was the first elected among laity.

Delegates were elected from a pool of 
eligible people who expressed a desire to be 
considered as a delegate. 

There were 35 lay nominees, each selected 
through their district or approved group, and 

84 clergy who have articulated a desire to be 
a nominee. A number of write-in nominees 
were also considered.

The delegates will also head to Jurisdic-
tional Conference July 15-18, 2020, at Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina, along with 16 
others elected for that quadrennial meeting. 

General Conference Clergy
Rev. Ken Nelson 
Dr. Robin Dease 
Rev. Keith Hunter 
Rev. Susan Leonard 
Rev. Emily Sutton 
Rev. Will Malambri 

Rev. Tiffany Knowlin 
Rev. Karen Jones 
Alternates: Rev. Tim Rogers and Rev. 

Cathy Mitchell 

General Conference Laity
Jacqueline Jenkins 
James Salley 
Michael Cheatham 
Herman Lightsey 
Chris Lynch 
Martha Fridy Thompson 
David Braddon 
Emily Evans  
Alternates: Betty Void and David Salter

NEW START: Rural Mission site deeded to Camps & Retreat
From Page 1

DELEGATION: Delegates will meet monthly until May 2020
From Page 1

The 50-year-old Rural Mission was forced to close Feb. 28. 
Here, volunteers repair a home several years ago.

triathlon is a fundraiser for the Mere Christi-
anity Forum, an organization honoring C.S. 
Lewis and “promoting the thoughtful explo-
ration of Christian faith through conversa-
tion and community.” 

The triathlon included age and gender cat-
egories for competition, but it also included a 
sprint relay for mixed age and mixed gender 
teams. The relay included a 250-meter swim, 
a 16.5-mile bike ride and a 5K run. 

The team registered and began to prepare 
themselves. Dennis came up with the team 
name, Tri Unity, which seemed appropriate 
given the division in our denomination and 
our culture right now. Each member of a re-
lay team brings their diverse gifts, but united 
together, they are stronger in a competition. 

Jamieson competed in swimming as a 
teenager and young adult, and with the help 
of a swim coach, she began to step up her 
workout routine. “I hadn’t competed in 30 
years, so I needed to do more speed and 
stamina work,” Jamieson said. “I’m thankful 
to Karen Cattaneo, swim coach at the Jeep 
Rogers YMCA, who coached me on how to 
do a triathlon pool swim.” 

In a regular swim competition, each 
swimmer has their own lane, but in a tri-
athlon, swimmers enter the start lane every 
5 seconds. They swim in two-way traffic, 
from one end of the pool to the other. Slow 
swimmers can bottleneck a lane and affect 
your time. But with determination, Jamieson 
was out of the pool and sprinting up a hill to 
the bike transition area, where she passed the 
timing chip to Dennis. 

Dennis hopped on his custom-made bike 
and headed for the hilly course. 

“I was pleased with my final time of 57 
minutes and 17.1 mph average—not my best, 
but respectable for the amount of training 
I was able to squeeze in lately,” Dennis said. 

“My only regret is that a 2-minute faster time 
would have moved our team up into second 
place.” 

When Dennis came flying into the finish, 
he jumped off his bike, and the timing chip 
was passed to Westbury. 

Cloud coverage and cooler temperatures 
were deceiving, because Westbury noticed 
the humidity as soon as she started her run. 

“The air was thick with humidity, but I 
was fortunate,” Westbury said. “Most partici-
pants had already completed the swim and 
bike events, and the fatigue showed. I was 
fresh and eager to do my best for our team.” 

The route was an out and back that left the 
athletic fields near the pool and went partway 
around the lake and back to the athletic 
fields. 

“Since the run comes after the swim and 
bike events, the waiting was difficult for me,” 
she said. “But it pays off with the exhilaration 
of crossing the finish line.”

The day ended with refreshments, an 

awards ceremony and lots of support for the 
217 athletes. 

Participants ranged in age from 8 years 
old to 70 plus years old, with the major-
ity participating in the individual triathlon 
categories. 

The Tri Unity team came in third in the 
sprint relay, and they said they were pleased 
with their time—but they hope to do even 
better next year. 

They would love to see additional teams 
of United Methodist clergy and laity partici-
pate as a way to promote health and fitness. 
There are plans to launch a conference-wide 
health and fitness club, which could build on 
the already successful FAN (Faith, Activity 
and Nutrition) program taking place in many 
local churches. 

If you’re interested in joining the Tri 
Unity Team in their efforts to promote health 
and fitness, contact Westbury (bwestbury@
umcsc.org), Jamieson (cjamieson@umcsc.
org) or Dennis (jddennisjr@umcsc.org). 

TRIATHLON: The trio came in third place in the sprint relay 
From Page 1

Photos by Perry Weinberg
Westbury, Jamieson and Dennis hope all will join them in a conference-wide fitness effort.

Jamieson does her 250-meter swim.

Dennis does a 16.5-mile bike ride.

Westbury competes in the 5K.
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Epworth Children’s Home

COLUMBIA—Epworth Children’s Home 
received a grant to expand services to provide 
individual, couples and family counseling 
through a new child and family counseling 
center, scheduled to open later in 2019. 

The award extends over a three-year 
period to establish the Epworth Center for 
Child and Family Counseling in Columbia in 
2019, with satellite sites opening in subse-
quent years in the Pee Dee, Lowcountry and 
possibly other regions of South Carolina. 

 “We are thrilled that the Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of South Carolina Foundation has 
awarded Epworth with the start-up fund-
ing needed to begin the Epworth Center for 
Child and Family Counseling,” said John 
Holler, president of Epworth. “Family set-
tings, whether they are biological, kinship, 
foster or adoptive in nature, need to be 
healthy, nurturing environments for children. 
The new center will provide children and 
families who have experienced trauma and 
other challenges the opportunity to receive 
high-quality mental health services that can 
prevent family disruptions by encouraging 
positive personal growth and developing 
healthy family relationships.”

The Epworth Center for Child and Family 
Counseling will employ licensed counselors 
and therapists who are trained and creden-
tialed in trauma informed evidence based 
practice models. The center will also provide 
family and individual counseling to adults. 

As the counseling center develops, coun-
selors can be stationed in hubs that are being 
established in connection with congregations 

around the state. This will greatly increase the 
effectiveness of helping parents, grandparents 
and relatives as they attempt to provide stable 
and nurturing environments for children of 
all ages. 

The counseling center is one of many 
community-based programs within the new 
Epworth Institute for Child and Family Well-
being, which began operation in early 2019 
with the support of The Duke Endowment. 
The institute, headquartered on Epworth’s 
second campus in Columbia (the former 
property of Carolina Children’s Home), 
provides a variety of child and family services 
beyond Epworth’s renowned residential 
group home on its original Millwood Avenue 
campus. 

In addition to its Columbia headquarters, 
the institute is designed to foster opera-
tions in satellite hub locations around the 
state. Earlier in 2019, Epworth established 
the first satellite hub by launching a foster 
parent recruitment and support program for 
the Lowcountry based in Summerville. The 
newly funded counseling center will provide 
another opportunity to expand to future hubs 
and continue to expand Epworth’s service 
footprint to reach more children and families 
in need.

The foundation selected Epworth as one 
of 13 organizations working to improve the 
health of South Carolina’s economically 
vulnerable citizens during its spring of 2019 
funding cycle. Headquartered in Columbia, 
the foundation is an independent licensee of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

Epworth expands thanks to BCBS Foundation of S.C.

The award 
extends over a 

three-year period 
to establish the 

Epworth Center for 
Child and Fam-

ily Counseling in 
Columbia, plus 

satellite sites.

By the Rev. Jamie McDowell
Ann Hope United Methodist Church is 

located in the Utica Mill Village of Seneca. 
For the past 10 and a half years, they have 
been serving a free meal to anyone in the 
community every Wednesday night. 

During this time they have connected 
with other local churches of different denom-
inations. These churches share in the prepar-
ing and serving the meals. These churches 
serve on a regular schedule. Just as some 
churches do not have fifth Sundays scheduled 
for regular service, Ann Hope does not have 
a regular schedule for fifth Wednesdays. Ear-
lier this year they posted a call to action. They 
wanted someone to prepare and serve meals 
on the fifth Wednesdays this year. 

This call was shared with the Hopewell-
Zion Charge of the Anderson District. The 
administrative chair of Hopewell, Jackie Bal-
lard, took the lead and signed the church up 
for May 29. After a short debate it was voted 
on, and the charge decided to serve smoked 
Boston Butts with buns, slaw and baked 
beans with brownies for dessert. In conversa-
tion with members of Ann Hope, it was men-
tioned that Ann Hope just happened to have 
a fundraiser on the horizon. This fundraiser 
included smoking Boston Butts. 

On May 20, church pastor Jamie McDow-
ell had the privilege to assist several members 
of Ann Hope in firing up a wood smoker 
loaded with fresh apple and pecan wood, as 
well as 32 Boston Butts. Eleven of the butts 
were pulled to be served on May 29, and the 

rest were sold to raise money for Utica Inc, 
a nonprofit striving to reach the youth of the 
Utica community. 

On May 29, members of Hopewell-Zion 
stepped out of their comfort zone and into 
unfamiliar territory. They came together for 
the first time with members of Ann Hope 
UMC. They used the kitchen in the fellow-
ship hall to finish preparing the Boston Butts, 
prepare their own blend of baked beans (the 
secret which even Duke will not share!) and 
cook the brownies. While anxious about 
stepping out, the members of Hopewell-Zion 
were also excited to have the chance to serve 
God outside their comfort zone. 

The evening started with a devotion 
from Rev. Matt Turner at 6 p.m. Serving of 
the meal began about 10 minutes after six. 
Within about 22 minutes, approximately 100 
meals had been handed out to a wide variety 
of people. These included white-collar, blue-
collar, elderly, homeless, challenged, addicted 
and other people. 

The meal was a success in many ways. 
The majority of folks appreciated the food, 
the three churches enjoyed working together 
and the Hopewell-Zion Charge enjoyed a 
new experience. In fact the only complaint 
McDowell heard was that those serving did 
not have enough time to get to know those 
being served. 

The Hopewell-Zion Charge has asked 
Ann Hope and Turner for another date to be 
able to serve, and they are already planning 
the menu. This church has left its building. 

Barbara and Dianne Fricks work together to 
fix the brownies.

Ronnie Fricks prepares secret ingredients 
for the baked beans.

Ann Hope offers weekly free 
meals for community

Ephesians 4:11-12 was illuminated at an 
Appreciation Program recently honoring a 
Lay Servant Ministries district director who 
has been assigned the full-time duties of pas-
tor at church in the Upstate. 

Annie Crocker, LSM Spartanburg District 
director, has been assigned to Beaumont 
United Methodist Church, Spartanburg.

Crocker furthered her lay servant require-
ments through the fulfillment of the Certified 
Lay Minister Certification. One year later 
after completing this course work, she has 
been offered a church. 

“Annie demonstrates a passion in seeking 
God’s will, and this moves Annie in the area 
of her spiritual gifts,” said Jackie Jenkins, LSM 
conference director. “The celebration of lay 
servants, clergy and other laity was majestic. I 
was honored to share in the witnessing.”

Jenkins said the Ephesians 4:11-12 is not 
only significant, but prophetic for Crocker’s 
new role, as in it the Apostle Paul writes, 
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ. 

LSM honors Crocker with appreciation dinner
as she is assigned as pastor to a local church

One year later after completing her course 
work, Crocker has been offered a church: 
Beaumont UMC, Spartanburg. 

CROSS—On April 27, Jerusalem United Methodist Church sponsored its third annual “Spe-
cial Kids’ Day,” a day of free food, fun and resources for the families of special needs individu-
als in the nearby communities.

Nearly two-dozen agencies participated and shared information about health, safety and 
resources. Dozens of special needs individuals and their families attended and enjoyed exhib-
its, food, T-shirts, games, toys and giveaways.

This event came to fruition through the passions of Theresa S. Prioleau, a single, disabled 
parent of three special needs children ranging from cerebral palsy to severe autism. Prioleau 
had already been sponsoring a “Kids’ Day” event to benefit the children and their families for 
the last 21 years. This event served families from the rural communities of Cross, Eadytown, 
Pineville, St. Stephens, Pringletown, Ridgeville, Eutawville and Holly Hill. 

With the success of that event, Prioleau had a revelation to start a fun day of activities for 
families of special needs individuals in the nearby communities. 

Prioleau shared her revelation with then-new pastor of Jerusalem UMC in Cross, Dr. Major 
Brown III. 

Brown requested to have the event a part of the church’s Disability Ministry. And with that, 
the “Special Kids’ Day” was established.

Over the last few years, it has become a well-respected and attended event in its rural com-
munity. Members say they hope it will continue to grow into the future.

Jerusalem UMC helps special needs
families through Special Kids’ Day

The 2019 Bishop’s School of Ministry, 
“Preaching Good News in Uncertain Times,” 
is set for Sept. 3-5 at the Sheraton Myrtle 
Beach Convention Center Hotel.

It is designed to help pastors understand 
and preach about the specific changes their 
congregation faces—pastorally, insightfully, 
courageously and with love and grace.

Deadline to register for the Bishop’s 
School of Ministry is 5 p.m. Aug. 9. Clergy 
registration of $200 includes the event, 
banquet, Wednesday breakfast and lunch and 

Thursday breakfast. Spouse registration of 
$150 includes banquet, Wednesday breakfast 
and lunch and Thursday breakfast. Spouse 
registration of $60 includes banquet only.

Hotel registration is separate. Deadline to 
reserve a hotel room at the conference rate is 
Aug. 9. Hotel rate per night is $134.73, which 
includes all taxes, fees and parking. Once you 
register for the school, you will receive a link 
to reserve a hotel room at the conference rate.

To register: www.umcsc.org/bishopscho-
olofministryregistration/

Pastors to gather for Bishop’s School in Sept.

By the Rev. Clyde Scott
BLYTHEWOOD—On June 30, Bill and Dot 
Lackey were recognized for their 40 years of 
selfless service and ministry to Trinity United 
Methodist Church. The Lackeys will retire to 
the mountains of North Carolina in August.

During those 40 years, Dot served not 
only as the accompanist with the 11 a.m. 
traditional worship service, but also served 
on various committees including the Trustees 
and Staff Parish Relations Committee, which 
she chaired for a few years. Bill served promi-
nently on numerous committees including 
Finance and Trustees, and also pulled a 
trailer many miles in support of Salkehatchie 
and Family Promise. He also co-chaired 
the Stewardship Campaign for the current 
sanctuary, built in 1989, and was chair of the 
Building Committee for the Cristian Life 
Center, which opened in 1997. 

At the farewell service, Bill said, they 
thought the most difficult part of relocat-
ing to North Carolina would be selling their 
house, but they quickly discovered the hard-
est thing he and Dot found to do was “saying 
goodbye to our Trinity family.”

The farewell service was preached by Dr. 
Cathy Jamieson, former Trinity senior pastor 
and current Columbia District superinten-
dent.

in her message titled “Well Done,” Jamie-

son reminded congregation members that 
when volunteers are “so good at the ministry 
they volunteered for,” they will end up par-
ticipating in and leading numerous commit-
tees. She pointed to the Lackeys as a perfect 
example of this. 

Because of the Lackeys’ participation 
in and support of Family Promise of the 
Midlands, Trinity UMC presented during 
the service a check in their name for $4,000 
(which has subsequently grown to $5,000) 
to Sally Hafner, a board member and one of 
the original founding members of Family 
Promise. 

The worship service was followed by a 
fellowship meal with the Lackeys, including 
their two children and spouses, as the guests 
of honor. Church members and friends were 
able to sign and express their thoughts in a 
remembrance book and have a picture taken 
with them. 

Members expressed gratitude that they 
were able to join the Trinity family in the 
worship service. They also said they were 
thankful that they were able to thank this 
outstanding couple for their 40 years of 
dedication not just to Trinity UMC, but the 
community, as the Lackeys modeled what 
it looks like to selflessly and tirelessly serve 
God’s Kingdom with their prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and witness.

The Rev. Clyde Scott presents the check to Sally Hafner, Family Promise board member 
and one of the original founders of Family Promise. Bill and Dot Lackey are at right.

Selfless service
Church honors couple for longtime service 

with donation to Family Promise

 COLUMBIA—Washington Street United 
Methodist Church held a free “Sunday Din-
ner” Sunday, July 28, from 4-6 p.m. for those 
experiencing homelessness and the working 
poor. 

Several times during the year, the Sunday 
Dinner Ministry Team of Washington Street 
UMC puts together a family-style dinner for 
those in need in the downtown Columbia 
neighborhood. Volunteers from the church 
and community cook and serve this meal 
to neighbors in need, as well as join them at 
the table for fellowship. The church is also 
collecting reading glasses to be distributed 
as needed during the event. Washington 
Street UMC is located at 1401 Washington 
Street.

“We welcome all!” has become a popular 
phrase around the congregation. Known 
as “a church with a heart in the heart of 
the city,” Washington Street UMC hosted 
this cookout family-style dinner inside the 
church in Threatt Hall. Hamburgers and hot 
dogs (with all the fixings), potato salad and 
ice cream were served. Anyone in the com-
munity who wishes to volunteer, donate or 
be a part of this ongoing community-build-
ing outreach event may sign up online at 
www.wsmethodist.org. (Click on the Sunday 
Dinner button to be directed to the form.)

Feeding the hungry is an ongoing mis-
sion of the church. During the week, Wash-
ington Street UMC’s Soup Cellar provides 
daily lunch for those in need in the area. On 

average, the Soup Cellar feeds between 130 
to 175 people each weekday. The Soup Cel-
lar is open 11:30-12:30 Monday-Friday on 
the back side of the church. Meals are free to 
anyone in need.

“Sunday Dinner at Washington Street is 
as much about building relationships as it is 
about feeding people who are hungry,” said 
Washington Street UMC’s pastor the Rev. 
Patricia Parrish. “Our identity statement 
is an intentional welcome to all persons 
regardless of their economic status. We want 
everyone, even those who are experiencing 
homelessness or economic stress to know 
that they are welcome to join us in worship, 
fellowship and service.”

Washington Street was established in 
1803 and was the first Christian house 
of worship in the city of Columbia. In 
March, Washington Street UMC updated 
its identity statement to reflect the vision of 
the church and its congregation as follows: 
“The congregation of Washington Street 
praises and serves God from the heart of 
the city in ways which reach our neighbors 
near and far. We welcome all who seek the 
love and mercy of Christ regardless of race, 
creed, age, gender, national origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or economic 
status. We honor traditions as rooted in our 
history, our expression of worship, and our 
respect for theological curiosity. We none-
theless see vital change and ongoing renewal 
as essential for spiritual growth.”

Volunteers and guests mingle and share a meal at a previous Sunday Dinner.

Washington Street UMC to host 
‘Sunday Dinner’ for underprivileged

By the Rev. Kris Bergmann
The Charleston District Lay Servant 

board was presented with an opportunity to 
fulfill special requests: First, in today’s world 
many people cannot take a Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday to attend 10-hour class sessions. 
Second, the lay servant classes, books and 
PowerPoints are only in English. 

But God can find way when it seems there 
is no way. 

Soon Ho “Sam” Kwon became a certified 
lay servant and a certified instructor for the 
Charleston District. He added Korean sub-
titles to the English slides and now teaches 
the Basic Lay Servant class in Korean. 

Rev. Yon Taek Bae, pastor of the Charles-
ton Korean United Methodist Church, 
encourages all his new members to take the 
Basic Lay Servant class. 

He opened the church at 8 a.m. on April 
20. The day started with a traditional Korean 
breakfast, including Yukguejang, a spicy beef 
and vegetable soup. It was a very spicy soup 
to the English-speaking group, but we did try 
it. Then we opened with prayers and hymns. 
The hymns were sung in English and Korean, 
and there could be no doubt the Holy Spirit 
was active. 

The students were then divided into two 
classes: Discovering Spiritual Gifts (English) 
and the Basic Lay Servant Ministry class 
(Korean). I had the opportunity to sit in for 
part of the basic class. I did not understand 
the spoken words, but I could watch as 
Bible verses were looked up and I could see 
the conversations, with nodding heads and 

smiles as questions were asked and answers. 
I got “God” bumps as I listened to familiar 
hymns with Korean words. 

I also had the opportunity to attend part 
of the Discovering Spiritual Gifts. I listened 
as they discussed their own gifts and, just as 
important, how to recognize gifts in other 
church members and how to encourage them 
to continue in their spiritual walk.

We finished the day with our celebration 
Commitment Service. Charleston District 
Lay Servant Ministries Director Constance 
Wilborn presented lay servant pins to those 
in the Basic class. Charleston District Super-
intendent Dr. Sandra Stevens Poirel led the 
Covenant of Lay Servants. This portion of the 
service provided expressions of commitment 
for all the candidates of each class. 

Charleston lay servants offer 
class in English, Korean

Charleston LSM hopes to offer this experi-
ence again next year. 

Responding to those in need
UMVIM Early Response Team volunteers from at least four districts—Greenwood, 
Greenville, Anderson and Orangeburg—headed to sites in the Greenwood District in 
late June after a nasty storm downed trees and damaged homes. “The homeowners 
were all very appreciative,” said volunteer Cathy Trevino, who supplied these photos. 
“One treated us to pizza on Saturday.  They got in there and worked alongside us.  
Many of us did not know each other before this storm, but we all worked together as 
if we had known each other for years.” For more on the ERT and how you can help 
with other United Methodists after a disaster, contact Matt Brodie, disaster response 
coordinator, at mbrodie@umcsc.org or 803-786-9486 ext. 265.
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people who want to make Rehoboth work. I find that encouraging.”
Dr. Constance “Connie” Nelson Barnes was appointed to Re-

hoboth UMC in June 2017. She said coming alongside the church 
was an eye-opening experience for her.

“I realized that the membership was much smaller than I had 
thought,” Barnes said. “And as a result of that, how do we move 
forward? Because, with the dwindling membership and all these 
facilities, how will you run and care for all of them? ”

Over the last two years, Barnes has been working with the congre-
gation to set a clear vision and plan for the future of the church.

One resource the church is using to plan for the future is the 
Forward Focus process, a conference-orchestrated plan for church re-
vitalization unique to the individual church. The process takes about 
three to four months per church and involves looking inward—ana-
lyzing finances, membership, attendance and facilities—as well as 
outward, trying to understand the current needs of the community. 

Rehoboth has been walking through this program since Decem-
ber. Barnes said the process has brought a new energy to the church. 

“I believe that (Forward Focus) has energized the congregation, in 
terms of what we need to do to move forward,” she said. 

On June 9, 2019, Rev. Barnes, along with the Columbia District 
superintendent and a congregational consultant, presented the 
congregation with the plan developed by a Forward Focus team. The 
plan included five areas in which the congregation has been asked 
to commit to: leadership development, mission and ministry, facility 

updates, stewardship and discipleship.
Each is broken down into smaller steps the team determined 

would help accomplish the goal.
Karen Pratt, a member of the church’s Forward Focus team, said 

they are looking at the past, present and future of Rehoboth in order 
to help the church thrive.

“I think it was accepted pretty well,” Pratt said.
She said the members seem to be on the same page, with a desire 

to increase church attendance.
Barnes agreed. 
“Everybody has to take ownership of what we’re trying to do,” 

she said, noting the church is following the Holy Spirit and stepping 
out in faith. “As a mature congregation, we have skills, knowledge, 
wisdom (and) some have resources. All of these things can contribute 
to the life of the church. 

“I believe it’s going to take the mature members to reach the next 
generation of faithful disciples.”

Barnes said that the congregation is aware that in order to move 
forward, there needs to be change. 

She sees God leading the church to a brighter future, but she said 
that future will not come without a little bit of chaos.

“(We’re) changing, and in the process of change, there are growing 
pains,” Barnes said. “I realized that transformation can’t take place 
without chaos, some uncertainty (and) some conflict.”

One Sunday morning a few weeks ago, Barnes said, a church 
member said something that has become her tagline: “We’re not dy-
ing, we’re just changing.”

bill would endanger immigrant children by 
undermining current standards for children 
in detention, dismantling protections for 
unaccompanied children, and returning 
children to harm, and it would erode the U.S. 
asylum system and make it harder for asylum 
seekers to seek protection.”

The Emily Scales Sutton, of Bethel United 
Methodist Church, in Rock Hill, helped pro-
mote the letter, saying, “We were outraged 
when we heard that Senator Graham wanted 
to mark up this bill on World Refugee Day. 
Although the vote has been delayed, the U.S. 
Senate should not be adding cuts to the refu-
gee program that has already been slashed 
by 75 percent under this administration. At 
a time when there are more refugees in the 
world than any time in history, we have a 
moral obligation to protect and restore the 
U.S. refugee resettlement program. Congres-
sional reform should be based on compas-
sion for vulnerable populations who need 
protection, rather than pitting asylum seekers 
against refugees.”

In addition to Sutton, other United 
Methodist pastors who signed the letter 
include the Revs. Richard Reams, Sandra 

King, Len Ripley, Sherry Brady, Susan Mad-
dox, Becky Forrest, Carly Wicklund, Wendy 
Hudson-Jacoby, Jim Morgan, Jo Anna Fallaw, 
Marguerite Shepard, Philip Chandler, Fran-
ces Connell, Weston Pendergrass, Stephen 
Gaither and Robin Dease. Laity in leader-
ship roles from many UMC churches across 
South Carolina, plus pastors and lay leaders 
from many other denominations, including 
Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopal and African 
Methodist Episcopal, also signed the letter.

The complete letter and list of signatories 
is at http://bit.ly/SC100ForRefugees.

The faith leaders said the bill would have 
the following hurtful impacts:

• Ban certain asylum seekers and elimi-
nate access to safety and protection for thou-
sands of people, including mothers, fathers, 
and children fleeing extreme violence; 
• Unlawfully curtail access to asylum for 
those who entered the United States between 
ports of entry; 
• Weaken existing anti-trafficking laws and 
return children, trafficking victims and 
asylum seekers back to harm and those who 
wish to exploit them; 
• Reduce refugee admissions by counting 
certain asylum cases against annual refugee 
admissions goal;

• Expand family detention, giving sole 
discretion to the secretary of Homeland 
Security to determine detention-related 
standards for children, prohibit states from 
requiring family detention centers to be 
licensed by the state; 
• Eliminate the long-standing standard that 
children should not be detained for longer 
than 20 days and increasing the length of 
child detention to 100 days; 

• And more.
“We believe that you understand the 

moral and faithful approach that recog-
nizes the gifts, contributions and struggles 
of immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers, 
unaccompanied children and other vulner-
able families and individuals,” the letter to 
Graham concludes. “We ask you to stop 
S.1494 and instead to support legislation that 
would create compassionate, just and hu-
mane immigration and refugee resettlement 
systems that upholds our nation’s values to 
provide protection for those fleeing violence 
and persecution.”
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     TOTAL:  $______________
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Shipping Address: ________________________________________________________
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Feed My Sheep, a hunger minis-
try devotional by Jessica Brodie, 
features stories about South Carolina 
United Methodist churches (large 
and small!) that have appeared in the 
Advocate over the past decade.

$10 Paperback; $5 eBook

REHOBOTH: Raising up the next generation of disciples
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ANTI-REFUGEE: ‘A moral obligation to protect and restore’
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“
There are growing 

pains. ... 
Transformation 
can’t take place 

with chaos, some 
uncertainty, some 

conflict.

—Rev. Connie Barnes, 
Rehoboth UMC, Columbia

”

August often makes us think of 
getting ready to start a new school 
year, even if for many years, 
schools and colleges didn’t start 

their fall semesters until well into September. 
The August 1919 issues of the Advocate 

were full of advertisements for various col-
leges around the state and region, and not 
just the Methodist ones. Readers could find 
ads for Trinity College in Durham, North 
Carolina, the College of Charleston, Green-
ville Woman’s College and the Carlisle School 
in Bamberg, among others, in the newspaper. 

A note on the front page of the Aug. 21, 
1919, issue extolled the virtues of Columbia 
College. Quoting from The State, the piece 
noted that “Methodists of South Carolina 
are proud of the work being done by their 
girl’s college here.” (The use of “girl’s” is what 
they said, not what I would say if I were 
writing that piece!) The article went on to 
note that the college had enrolled more 
than 300 women from all parts of the state 
and had given 24 degrees and more than 20 
certificates in the past year. They expected 
increased enrollment that fall and that their 
dormitories would be full. 

The previous week, Wofford President 
Henry Nelson Snyder had written a piece 
that many of us who work in liberal arts 
colleges would find still rings true today. His 
message was largely to parents in the early 
20th century who might be thinking about 
college for their sons, but the message, if you 
expand it to include men and women, still 
holds true.

“When a boy reaches the age of 17, both 
he and his parents begin to think, or ought 

to, pretty seriously about what he is to be 
or do in life—whether he is to be a doctor, 
lawyer, merchant, farmer, engineer, banker 
or what not. Such thinking is necessary … 
for he has to work out the issues in one of the 
great industrial occupations or professions. 

“Those who are wise and have the means 
at their disposal, are considering some sort 
of specific and general preparation for the 
career they choose. But what kind of college 
course? Shall the student go at once from the 
high school into the agricultural college, the 
medical college, the law school, the engineer-
ing institute? 

“The answer to such question will depend 
upon whether they are looking upon life in 
a narrowly practical way or in a large broad 
way. The large and broad way would lead 
them not at once into a technical institution, 
but into one that would first give them more 
insight into the fundamental principles of 
living and a more liberal view of the whole 
range of human knowledge. In a word, they 
would precede their special training for their 
profession by what is called a ‘liberal educa-
tion.’ And they would do this in the convic-
tion that in the long run of their career they 
would not only come to a fuller measure of 
practical success but would also live a richer 
and more fruitful life.”

Snyder would serve 23 more years as Wof-
ford’s president, but he shared that message 
regularly and repeatedly, and the Advocate 
often gave him a platform for promoting 
higher education in the Annual Conference. 

Stone is archivist for the S.C. Conference 
and Wofford College. Read his blog at blogs.
wofford.edu/from_the_ archives.

From the Archives
by Dr. Phillip Stone

Methodism and Education in 1919

The South Car-
olina Conference 
United Methodist 
Women Scholar-
ship Committee 
has tapped three 
outstanding young 
women to receive 
the 2019 Presiden-
tial Scholarship. 

The three win-
ners are Danielle 
Edwards of Orange-
burg District, Grayson Jeffords of Florence 
District and Olivia Porter of Columbia 
District. 

The Presidential Scholarship is for future 
leaders of United Methodist Women. As a 
supportive community, UMW’s desire is to 
financially assist young women with their 
higher educational needs.  The scholarship 
is in the amount of $1,000 for studies in the 
year of 2019-2020. It will assist with higher 
education expenses and is sent directly to 
the school. 

This brings the UMW’s total number of 
scholarships awarded to 11 beginning in 
2017.

“Our congratulations and prayers for a 
bright future go with Danielle, Grayson and 
Olivia,” said Cathy Ford, SCCUMW presi-
dent. “We celebrate each of you and those 
who have supported your spiritual growth 
and relationship with United Methodist 
Women. We are truly excited to be part of 
your many future educational successes, 
which await you. Thanks be to God for this 
and all our blessings.”

S.C. United Methodist Women name
2019 Presidential Scholarship recipients

Jeffords PorterEdwards

Scholars celebrated
Mechanicsville United Methodist Church and Higher Education & Campus Minis-
try celebrated their Visionary Scholars June 9 during the regular morning worship 
service, where the former pastor, the Rev. Annie Sistrunk gave the message titled, 
“Empowered.”  Scholars included (below) Ky’Jon Tyler, Monica Burgess, Zyke-
ria Temoney and Shykeem Montgomery. Also June 9, Mechanicsville and Higher 
Education & Campus Ministry presented Zykeria with the Isaac-Davis Scholarship. 
Mechanicsville UMC, along with the Isaac-Davis family, has been providing this 
scholarship to members for more than 20 years. Zykeria is a graduate of Lee Central 
High School and will be attending Central Carolina in the fall. Zykeria is the daughter 
of Latina and Chad Temoney. Zykeria is pictured above with Sistrunk.

Tyler Burgess Temoney Montgomery

The Bennettsville Parish—Shiloh, 
Smyrna and St. Michael United Methodist 
churches—held its vacation Bible school 
June 17-21 with Betty P. Malloy as director.

The site for the week was Smyrna UMC, 
on Brunt Factory Road in the Lester com-
munity of Marlboro County, where the Rev. 
Ebbie Abraham is pastor.

“Whoosh! Take Flight Where God Leads 
You,” was the overall theme for the week, 
which included biblical learning, discus-
sions, arts and crafts, music and movement 
and heritage studies. The overall medita-
tion was Hebrews 11:8: “By faith Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to go out to a 
place that he was going to receive as an in-
heritance. He went out not knowing where 
he was going.”

Participants took an imaginary flight 
each day, touching down at the National 
Museum of African-American history and 
culture in Washington, D.C.; the National 

Underground Railroad Freedom Center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; the American Jazz and 
Negro Leagues Baseball Museums in Kansas 
City, Missouri; and Greenwood Cultural 
Center in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The finale on Friday featured a presenta-
tion from each class embodying the theme. 

Camryn Malloy Jefferson, granddaughter of 
Betty Malloy and member of Warren Chapel 
UMC, Lynchburg, does a special presenta-
tion of “Order My Steps” on her flute at the 
closing program. 

Bennettsville Parish holds flight-inspired vacation Bible school

By the Rev. J. Elbert Williams
In January 2013, I took my first trip to 

South Africa and Zimbabwe to visit Af-
rica University at the invitation of our new 
conference secretary, the Rev. Ken Nelson. 
Immediately, I was hooked and excited. 

Later that year, Aug. 24, 2013, my mother, 
Magnolia Robinson Williams, died. A busi-
nesswoman who ran Williams Funeral Home 
Inc. after the death of her husband, the Rev. 
Frank E. Williams Sr., she left a hefty estate. 
With part of that money, I established the 
Magnolia R. Williams Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.

African University is a thriving organiza-
tion that celebrated its 25th Commencement 
Ceremony on June 8. Noé Nito Da Fonseca, 
of Angola, the recipient of the Magnolia R. 
Williams Endowed Memorial Scholarship 
Fund for the last three years, was among the 
graduates. 

Fonseca was conferred a Bachelor of Sci-
ence honors degree in public administration 
and management. 

The 2019 graduating class numbered 526 

young women and men hailing from 22 of 
the 55 nations of Africa. The university has 
now sent 9,400 graduates from 31 countries 
of Africa into the world. 

The South Carolina Annual Conference’s 
support gives these students wings to soar. 

Fonseca (right) and Williams met during the 
January 2018 trip.

Recipient of Magnolia R. Williams Endowed 
Memorial Scholarship Fund among AU graduates



Advocate Global News & Resources Page 19, August 2019Page 18, August 2019 Annual Conference 2019 Advocate

Global Briefs

Diverse group addresses impasse in church
CHICAGO—Three United Methodist bishops from the central conferences in Africa and 
Europe convened a meeting of United Methodist leaders who identify as progressives, con-
servatives and centrists to discuss the impasse regarding full inclusion of LGBTQ persons in 
the denomination.

Apportionment collection rates down after GC2019
DALLAS—The General Council on Finance and Administration board, meeting here July 
18-19, learned that financial support for general church work is down compared with last 
year. Some churches have withheld funds to protest passage of the Traditional Plan at the 
2019 General Conference. The board decided to keep bishops’ salaries for 2020 at the 2019 
level.

U.S. House bill shows ‘strong support for peace’
WASHINGTON—The Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe, top executive of United Methodist Board 
of Church and Society, is applauding passage of the National Defense Authorization Act by 
the U.S. House of Representatives. “The bill’s support for diplomacy and a re-evaluation of 
use of force demonstrates strong support for peace at a critical juncture for the nation and 
the world,” she wrote.

Bishops plan to strengthen conferences
CHICAGO—The bishops of The United Methodist Church will seek to strengthen an-
nual conferences in 2019 through the ministries of sending and missional strategy, Bishop 
Kenneth Carter, president of the Council of Bishops, said after the meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Council of Bishops.

Coffin, former Judicial Council member, dies at 95
OKLAHOMA CITY—The Rev. Wayne Coffin, a retired clergy member of the Oklahoma 
Conference, is being remembered as a meticulous organizer and gentle and helpful col-
league by fellow former members of the United Methodist Judicial Council.

Letter: Asbury should repent of harm done LGBTQ people
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—A letter from a group of alumni and students of Asbury Theological 
Seminary urges fellow administrative leaders, faculty and alumni to repent of harm done to 
LGBTQ people in The United Methodist Church. The letter said support of the passage of 
the Traditional Plan at the 2019 General Conference has harmed LGBTQ people.

Texas bishops respond to border crisis
DALLAS—Thirteen active and retired United Methodist bishops with close ties to Texas 
have signed a letter calling for non-partisan solutions to the crisis at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
They are asking for an end to policies that separate families, as well as “compassionate care 
for the health and welfare of children.” They also are appealing for improved treatment of 
asylum seekers and refugees.

UMCOR aids Chignik communities
ATLANTA—When Chignik communities were devastated by a lack of all salmon species 
in 2018, the United Methodist Committee on Relief stepped in to help. Partnering with the 
Bristol Bay Native Association, UMCOR funded a food security program to source, trans-
port and deliver food, pantry and household items throughout the winter months and into 
this summer’s fishing season.

Methodists, Anglicans draw closer
LONDON—A recent vote by the Church of England’s Synod backs further steps toward 
bringing Anglicans and Methodists into communion with each other through the inter-
changeability of ministers. The faith and order bodies of both denominations will now work 
on drafting a series of texts, including a formal declaration of a new relationship of commu-
nion between the two churches.

Duke wellness initiative focuses on clergy health
DURHAM, N.C.—Spirited Life is a wellness intervention and holistic health study that 
grew out of a Duke Divinity School initiative to assess the health of United Methodist 
clergy in North Carolina and develop a program to meet their needs. Research indicates 
that clergy experience higher than average rates of obesity, Type 2 diabetes, hypertension 
and depression. The Spirited Life program, a collaboration between Duke Divinity and the 
denomination’s two North Carolina conferences, aims to change those statistics.

Faith leaders: ‘War is not the answer with Iran’
WASHINGTON—U.S. faith leaders, including Jim Winkler, a United Methodist and top 
executive of the National Council of Churches, gathered July 9 to declare their opposition 
to war with Iran. “While we agree that Iran should repudiate terrorism and not resume 
uranium enrichment, we stand as religious leaders to say that war is not the answer with 
Iran and is unjustifiable on moral and religious grounds,” said a statement signed by more 
than 200 faith leaders.

2 bishops offer plan for denomination’s future
DALLAS—Bishops David Bard and Scott Jones propose making The United Methodist 
Church an umbrella organization for new, self-governing church groups that would offer 
different approaches on same-sex unions and ordination of gay clergy.

British church considers same-sex marriage
BIRMINGHAM, England—British Methodists passed a series of provisional resolutions re-
lated to proposals on marriage and relationships during the annual Methodist Conference, 
including the ability of same-sex couples to marry in Methodist churches. District synods 
will consider the proposals before a final vote in 2020.

Grants will address LGBTQ youth suicide
NEW YORK—United Methodist Women has awarded two $50,000 grants for work to 
thwart suicide among LGBTQ youth to The Trevor Project and the Tyler Clementi Founda-
tion. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, suicide is the third lead-
ing cause of death for youth between the ages of 10 and 24, resulting in 4,600 lives lost each 
year. LGBTQ youth are three to six times more likely to attempt suicide than other youth.   

—Courtesy United Methodist News Service

Church musicians, it’s time to plan 
your Christmas music. Listed 
below are new titles available in 
the Conference Resource Center. 

Check our website for many other titles for 
children, youth and adults or come by the 
Resource Center to see, listen and select 
your musical (appointments only).

Christmas Musicals for Adults:

Come Let Us Adore 
(SBK439=) Composer/Arranger: 

Mauldin, Russell. 
With attainable ranges and easy-to-learn 

arrangements designed for unison/two-part 
choirs, “Come Let Us Adore,” created by 
Russell Mauldin and Sue C. Smith, blends 
new seasonal favorites with traditional 
carols awakening different perspectives of 
the Christmas story. Join in worship as you 
come adore Him and relive the miraculous 
story of Christ’s birth. Adult/30 min./Easy/
Unison, 2-part. (Brentwood-Benson) Lis-
tening CD available. 

Messiah (Heaven’s Glory) 
(SBK440=) Composer/Arranger: 

Mauldin, Russell. 
“Messiah (Heaven’s Glory),” arranged 

by Russell Mauldin with narration by Sue 
C. Smith, celebrates the coming Messiah 
with a worshipful retelling of the Christmas 
story. Combining selections from Handel’s 
Messiah, popular Christmas carols and 
contemporary worship songs, your choir 
will sing with joy and celebration as you 
worship the newborn King, born to save us 
all. Adult/35 min./Moderate/SATB. (Brent-

wood-Benson) Listening CD available. 

Christmas Musicals for Children:

Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night 
(SBK442=) Composer/Arranger: 

Anderson, Jeff and Dana. 
This Simple Plus musical focuses on a 

family running in every direction and po-
tentially missing the peace of Christ in the 
midst of Christmas craziness. This musical 
is certain to bring excitement and fun for 
your kids and congregation this Christmas! 
Children/27 min./Easy/Unison. (Brent-
wood-Benson) Listening CD available. 

The Joy of Christmas 
(SBK441=) Composer/Arranger: Padilla, 

Terryl/Roberts, John. 
The Joy of Christmas is a Simple Series 

Christmas musical for kids celebrat-
ing the amazing joy found in Jesus. This 
easy-to-learn five-song musical helps kids 
understand the joy of Christ is not only the 
greatest gift they could ever receive, but the 
greatest gift to share with the world. With 
a versatile format and simple narration 
ideal for any group. Children/20 min./Easy/
Unison. (Brentwood-Benson) Listening CD 
available. 

The South Carolina Conference Resource 
Center is your connection to DVDs, seasonal 
musicals, and yes, we still have some VHS 
tapes. We are here to serve your church fam-
ily. To reserve resources, call 888-678-6272 
or 803-786-9486, or visit www.umcsc.org/
resourcecenter.

       Resource Center
by Betty Stalnaker

Christmas music available 

By Allison Trussell
GREENVILLE—The Rev. Cathy Jamieson, Cabinet secretary, 
brought eight resolutions to the South Carolina Annual Con-
ference Thursday, June 6.

The first, “A Resolution Authorizing the Sale of Property 
Owned by the Methodist Oaks,” led to much discussion, but 
was eventually approved (see story, July Advocate).

“We as the cabinet work through difficult decisions slowly 
and patiently,” Jamieson said. “Trust the wait. Embrace the 
uncertainty. Enjoy the beauty of becoming. When nothing is 
certain, anything is possible,” Jamieson quoted from Mandy 
Hale.

The other seven resolutions were for church closings, 
most of which had been adopted ad interim, but needed the 
conference ratification. As each one was brought to the floor, 
members, pastors, former pastors and friends of the churches 
were asked to stand and a prayer was offered by Bishop Jona-
than Holston.

Bethesda United Methodist Church, Cheraw, with three 
active members, was closed Dec. 7, 2018. “We always ask for 
your providence in the midst of our lives,” prayed Holston. 
“We remember those who have served and have been a part 
of the community.”

Brandon UMC, Greenville, was closed Oct. 3, 2018, and 
the resolution was ratified.

Cokesbury UMC, Hodges, was closed and merged with 
Hodges UMC April 10. The property of Cokesbury was also 
transferred to Hodges. “We know that new days and new 
paths are always before us,” the bishop prayed.

Mount Carmel UMC, Ninety Six, was also a closure and 
merger with a sister church. “All property of Mount Carmel 
United Methodist Church shall be transferred to the Trustees 
of Trinity United Methodist Church, 547 Maxwell Avenue, 
Greenwood,” read the resolution. This resolution was ap-
proved April 10 and ratified by the conference.

Oro UMC, Pageland, was closed ad interim Oct. 31, 2018. 
Core members of the church had been holding services at 
Wesley Chapel UMC, Pageland. “We are grateful for you, 
Lord, and we’re grateful for how you represent your spirit 
within the congregations before us. … Bless those who have 
participated,” Holston prayed.

Sandy Springs UMC, Laurens, was closed April 10, and 
ratified by the conference.

St. Luke UMC, Columbia, was closed Dec. 7, 2018, and 
ratified by the conference.

Jamieson noted that wonderful positive changes do 
happen with our properties despite churches closing—for 
example, St. Luke UMC, Columbia, houses a Montessori 
school. “Ministries and legacies continue beyond the build-
ings,” she said. “The Church is alive and it will not die because 
it is God.”

Charge Line Changes
Nine districts had charge line changes, Jamieson an-

nounced. Charleston District has officially recognized the 
Cainhoy new church start name as Two Rivers.

In the Columbia District, the North Columbia Charge was 
dissolved with the closing of St. Luke UMC. Mount Pleasant 

and St. John will continue as the North Columbia Charge.
In the Florence District, there were two changes. The 

Brandon-Monaghan Charge was dissolved with the closing of 
Brandon. Monaghan becomes a station church. The second 
change was to add Gray Court to Bramlett-Owings Charge 
and renaming it the Bramlett Charge.

Greenwood District had three changes. The Cokesbury-
Hodges Charge was dissolved; Cokesbury merged with 
Hodges and Hodges becomes a station church. Mount Carm-
el, Ninety Six, was removed from the Greenwood-Ninety Six 
Charge and merged with Trinity, becoming a station church. 
Trinity and Mays will continue as the Greenwood-Ninety Six 
Charge. 

The third change is to dissolve the Central-Sandy Springs 
Charge. Sandy Springs closed ad interim, and Central be-
comes a station church.

Hartsville District had two changes: Both Oro and 
Bethesda were closed ad interim.

The Marion District had two changes. The Rehoboth-
Zoan Charge was dissolved and both churches became 
station churches. The Bennettsville-Clio Circuit Charge was 
dissolved. Level Green becomes a station church, and Asbury 
and Old Clio form the Asbury-Old Clio Charge.

The Orangeburg District dissolved the Rowesville Charge. 
New Hope UMC was attached to Branchville, forming the 
Branchville-New Hope Charge, while Bethel and Cattle Creek 
continue as the Rowesville Charge.

In the Spartanburg District, Fairmont was added to Dun-
can and Loree to form the Tyger River Charge.

Cabinet presents eight resolutions for sale, closures

An open itinerancy
The Revs. Robin Dease and Joe Long offer the Report of the Cabinet at Annual Con-
ference in June. A task force created by last year’s conference has been studying full-
time pastor salary inequalities. After reporting some of their findings, Long said they 
recognized that this is an ongoing study and they look forward to receiving additional 
comments and suggestions for local churches and district organizations. “We aim for 
actual open itinerancy,” Dease said, and the Cabinet believes this task force will help 
them achieve that goal.

A look at what happened at GC2019
The 2019 General Conference delegation offered a report on the Feb. 23-26 confer-
ence. “To say that it was an enjoyable event would be a lie,” Delegation Chair the Rev. 
Tim McClendon told the body in his report. “But it was hard work and these people 
worked hard on your behalf.” He thanked the conference on behalf of the delegation 
for their support and prayers. He encouraged the conference to equally support and 
pray for those elected as delegates to the 2020 General Conference and Jurisdic-
tional Conference.
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By Allison Trussell
GREENVILLE—The African-American Clergywomen 
held their 26th annual luncheon June 3 at the South Caro-
lina Annual Conference.

Dr. Amenti Sujai, the chair and associate professor of 
religion at Allen University in Columbia and the wife of 
the Rev. Daniel Hembree, spoke in the absence of Bishop 
Linda Lee, who could not attend because of health issues.

Focusing on the story of Deborah, the only female 
judge in Israel, Sujai said the name Deborah means “bee” 
or “the one who speaks.” She had a reputation of being an 
impeccable judge and could be stinging in her judgments. 
She answered only to God. Deborah held court under the 
Palm of Deborah. That bit of land also held the grave of 
her ancestor, the Deborah who took care of Abraham’s 
son. “The voice of God comes through ancestors,” Sujai 
said.

One might ask why the story of Deborah is important 
today. She saw suffering, but recognized it as being caused 
by limited beliefs. Her memories contained opportunities 
for Israel to be once more the strong society she remem-
bered.

“We today are in a rebellious society,” Sujai said. “More 
and more we are failing to remember God of our ances-
tors. God doesn’t allow destruction without reconstruc-
tion. If we focus on what we have, we already have what 
we need.”

Citing the examples of Harriett Tubman, Shirley 
Chisolm, Fannie Lou Hamer and others, Sujai reminded 
the women that God has used them in the past and can 
continue to use them.

“God has given you the power to endure and overcome 
adversity. In this moment, God is present in you, creating 

new ways. … All you have to do is remember that there is 
a future and it is you that makes it so.”

The clergywomen recognized their sisters who had 
achieved ordination and retirement. The Rev. Angela Ford 
Nelson was recognized as an ordained elder; the Rev. 
Shirley Gordon was recognized as a provisional elder. The 
Revs. Carleathea Benson, Genova McFadden and Vir-
ginia Stafford were recognized for their retirements. All 
received plaques.

Special music was provide by the Singing Sistahs.

Clergywomen told God continues to use them

Dr. Amenti Sujai, chair and associate professor of religion 
at Allen University in Columbia, spoke in the absence of 
Bishop Linda Lee, who could not attend because of illness.

Photo by Matt Brodie

Ministry of laity celebrated
Barbara Ware presented the Report of the Laity Wednes-
day morning during Annual Conference. She thanked the 
clergy for their part of the laity-clergy partnership and was 
encouraging in the works the laity provide across the con-
ference. Cathy Ford, president of UMW; Marvin Horton, 
president of UMM; Jackie Jenkins, director of Lay Speak-
ing Ministries; and Chris Lynch, congregational specialist 
who works with youth ministries, lifted up each of their 
areas during the report. “This ministry is ours together,” 
concluded Lisa Livingston.
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Call or visit us online today to schedule your personal tour.

www.themanorseniorliving.com

The Manor is a full Continuing Care Retirement Community that offers Independent Living options
as well as Assisted Living and Dementia/Alzheimer’s care.

Come celebrate your Independence with your 
new retirement lifestyle at The Manor!

Every day is Independence Day in our
Asbury Village Patio Homes and Faulkner Hall Apartments.

Asbury Village Patio Homes

 Faulkner Hall Apartments

Become an Advocate Church Partner
An easy way to get your church a group subscription to the Advocate 

Our Church Partners believe a strong and flourishing Advocate newspaper ministry helps strengthen the conference, districts
and its churches. Because of that, they help their church enroll in an Advocate church plan (print or online). 

Don’t see your church here? Learn how your church can become an Advocate Church Partner: 
advocate@umcsc.org, 803-786-9486 or AdvocateSC.org/support

aNDerSoN DiStriCt
Clemson UMC, Clemson
Dickson Memorial UMC, Townville
First UMC, Easley
Lawrence Chapel UMC, Clemson
Main Street UMC, Abbeville
Mount Sinai UMC, Anderson
Shiloh UMC, Piedmont
Trinity UMC, Honea Path

CharLeStoN DiStriCt
Asbury-St. James UMC, Charleston
Bethany UMC, Summerville
Centenary UMC, Charleston
Grace UMC, Charleston
New Light UMC, St. Stephen
Pinopolis UMC, Pinopolis

CoLUMBia DiStriCt
Ashland UMC, Columbia
First UMC, Winnsboro
Francis Burns UMC, Columbia
Gilbert UMC, Gilbert
Mount Horeb, Lexington
Pond Branch UMC, Gilbert

Rehoboth UMC, Leesville
Shandon UMC, Columbia
Shiloh UMC, Gilbert
Union UMC, Irmo
Virginia Wingard Memorial UMC, 

Columbia
Zion UMC, Blythewood

FLoreNCe DiStriCt
Bethel UMC, Kingstree
Bethlehem UMC, Pamplico
Central UMC, Florence
Cumberland UMC, Florence
Friendship UMC, Florence
Hebron UMC, Cades
Highland Park UMC, Florence
Jeremiah UMC, Kingstree
Manning UMC, Manning
Mount Beulah UMC, Lake City
Nazareth UMC, Olanta
Old Johnsonville UMC, Hemingway
Shiloh UMC, Turbeville
St. Paul UMC, Florence
Summerton UMC, Summeron
Wesley Chapel UMC, Lake City

GreeNViLLe DiStriCt
Allen View UMC, Greenville
Few’s Chapel UMC, Greer
Grace UMC, Greer
Green Pond UMC, Gray Court
John Wesley UMC, Greenville
Mountain View UMC, Greer
Piedmont Park UMC, Greenville
Piedmont UMC, Piedmont
Sharon UMC, Greer
Simpsonville UMC, Simpsonville
St. Mark UMC, Taylors
St. Matthew UMC, Taylors
St. Paul UMC, Greenville
Wesley Chapel UMC, Greenville

GreeNWooD DiStriCt
Ebenezer UMC, Greenwood
Ebenezer UMC, Newberry
Harmony UMC, Johnston
Main Street UMC, Greenwood
McCormick UMC, McCormick
Mount Pleasant UMC, Pomaria
Panola UMC, Greenwood
Pentecost UMC, Warrenville

Ridge Spring UMC, Ridge Spring
St. John’s UMC, Batesburg
St. Paul UMC, Ninety Six
St. Paul UMC, Saluda
Ware Shoals UMC, Ware Shoals
Waterloo UMC, Waterloo
Wightman UMC, Prosperity

hartSViLLe DiStriCt
Epworth UMC, Darlington
McLeod Chapel UMC, Rembert
Mount Olivet UMC, Cheraw
Mount Zion UMC, Sumter
Salem UMC, Pageland
St. Paul UMC, Camden
Trinity UMC, Darlington
Wesley UMC, Hartsville
Zion UMC, Pageland

MarioN DiStriCt
Brown Chapel UMC, Murrells Inlet
Central UMC, Marion
Loris First UMC, Loris
Pine Grove UMC, McColl
Rehoboth UMC, Aynor

Salem UMC, Conway

oraNGeBUrG DiStriCt
Bethel Park UMC, Denmark
Bethel Peachtree Rock UMC, Lexington
Bethlehem UMC, Orangeburg
Clinton UMC, Salley
Jericho UMC, Cameron
New Beginning UMC, Norway
New Light UMC, Orangeburg
North Orangeburg UMC, Orangeburg
St. Andrews UMC, Orangeburg
St. Paul’s UMC, Orangeburg
Shady Grove UMC, Cameron
Springfield UMC, Springfield
Swansea UMC, Swansea
Union UMC, Cope
Wagener UMC, Wagener
Wesley Foundation, Orangeburg

roCK hiLL DiStriCt
Camp Creek UMC, Lancaster
First UMC, Clover
India Hook UMC, Rock Hill
Sharon UMC, Sharon

St. James UMC, York
St. John’s UMC, Fort Mill
Woodland UMC, Rock Hill

SPartaNBUrG DiStriCt
Buffalo UMC, Buffalo
Foster’s Chapel UMC, Jonesville
Silver Hill Memorial UMC, Spartanburg

WaLterBoro DiStriCt
Bethel UMC, Ruffin
Brunson UMC, Hampton
Buckhead UMC, Ruffin
Canaan UMC, Ridgeville
Carteret Street UMC, Beaufort
Green Pond UMC, Smoaks
Mount Carmel UMC, Hampton
Shady Grove UMC, St. George
St. Andrew By-the-Sea UMC, Hilton 

Head
St. Paul UMC, Ridgeland
Wesley UMC, Beaufort

Rev. Gary Bruce Adams
KINGSTREE—The 
Rev. Gary Bruce 
Adams, a retired 
member of the 
South Carolina 
Annual Conference 
and the father of 
the Rev. E. Bruce 
Adams, the Rev. 
Nancy Rose Adams 
and Alice Dukes, 
died May 27, 2019. 
Rev. Bruce Adams is the pastor of Loris 
First United Methodist Church, Loris. Rev. 
Nancy Adams is the pastor of the Gree-
leyville-Lane Charge, Greeleyville.

Prior to his retirement in 1994, Rev. 
Adams served the Trio, Indian Branch and 
Trio charges. Following his retirement he 
served the Mount Vernon, Hebron and  Trio 
charges.

Funeral services were held May 31 at 
Kingstree UMC with burial in Kingstree 
Memorial Gardens.

Memorials may be made to Trio UMC, 
c/o Pearl Rowell, 39 Front St., Salters, SC 
29590.

Rev. Adams is survived by his two 
daughters and son.

Marilyn Le’Cene Brannon 
Boyer

GREENVILLE—
Marilyn Le’Cene 
Brannon Boyer, 
a local pastor not 
currently under ap-
pointment, died July 
8, 2019.

Mrs. Boyer was 
appointed to the 
Brandon Charge in 
2013.

A memorial ser-
vice was held July 14 at Pelham Road Baptist 

Church.
Memorials may be made to St. Jude 

Children’s Hospital, 262 Danny Thomas 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105; or to Hospice 
House of Greenville, 1836 W. Georgia Road, 
Simpsonville, SC 29680.

Mrs. Boyer is survived by her husband, 
Larry, two sons and daughter.

Linda Boyd Cantey
MYRTLE BEACH—Linda Boyd Cantey, 
sister of Tracy Harper, died July 7, 2019. 
Mrs. Harper is the wife of the Rev. Will 
Harper, pastor of St. James United Method-
ist Church, Spartanburg.

A memorial service was held July 11 
in the chapel of the McMillan and Small 
Funeral Home with a private burial.

Memorials may be made to Heartland 
Hospice, 2411 N. Oak St., Myrtle Beach, SC 
29577.

Mrs. Cantey is survived by her husband, 
J. L. “Jay” Cantey Jr.

Christine Denise McGurk 
Dawson

GREENWOOD—Christine Denise McGurk 
Dawson, former director of the Greenwood 
District Lay Servant Ministries, died June 
14, 2019.

A memorial service was held July 6 at 
Waterloo United Methodist Church, Water-
loo.

Memorials may be made to the Lay Ser-
vant Ministry, c/o P.O. Box 49968, Green-
wood, SC 29649.

Mrs. Dawson is survived by her son.

Thelma Denton Ford
EDISTO ISLAND—Thelma Denton Ford, 
mother of the Rev. Julian Ford, died July 6, 
2019. Rev. Ford is a retired member of the 
South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held July 10 at 
Bethlehem UMC, Bishopville, with burial in 

Piedmont Cemetery, Bishopville.
Memorials may be made to Epworth 

UMC, 1540 Camp Road, Charleston, SC 
29412; or to Edisto Island UMC, 8193 Pal-
metto Road, Edisto Island, SC 29438.

Mrs. Ford is survived by her two sons.

Carol Hicks Greer
UNION—Carol Hicks Greer, mother of 
Sherry Lybrand, died July 11, 2019. Mrs. 
Lybrand is the wife of the Rev. Frank 
Lybrand, a retired member of the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church.

Graveside services were held July 13 at 
Union Memorial Gardens.

Memorials may be made to Duncan 
Acres UMC, 417 Rice Ave., Union, SC 
29379; or to Heartland Hospice Care, 421 
SE Main St., Unit 100, Simpsonville, SC 
29681.

Mrs. Greer is survived by her daughter.

Rev. April Lee Hall
DALEVILLE, Va.—
The Rev. April Lee 
Hall, an elder in 
the South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died June 
14, 2019. 

Rev. Hall served 
the Fairfield Circuit, 
Trinity-Lancaster, 
Waterloo and St. John, Fort Mill, charges 
before being placed on Incapacity Leave.

Funeral services were held June 18 at 
Thrasher Memorial UMC, Vinton, Virginia, 
with burial in Glade Creek Cemetery, Blue 
Ridge, Virginia.

Memorials may be made to Angels of 
Assisi, 415 Campbell Ave. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016; or to the Roanoke Valley SPCA, 1340 
Baldwin Ave. NE, Roanoke, VA 24012.

Rev. Hall is survived by her sister.

Lloyd Herbert Ivey
SUMMERVILLE—Lloyd Herbert Ivey, 
husband of the Rev. Ruth Ann Ivey, died 
June 15, 2019. Rev. Ivey is a retired member 
of the South Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held June 19 at 
Bethany UMC with burial in Summerville 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Coastal 
Carolina Fair, 9850 Highway 78, Ladson, SC 
29456. Mr. Ivey is survived by his wife, son 
and daughter.

Rev. Donald Eaddy  
McAllister Sr.

CAMDEN—The 
Rev. Donald Eaddy 
McAllister Sr., a 
member of the 
South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died June 
3, 2019.

Rev. McAllister 
served the Chester-
field Parish, wateree Charge, Tatum Charge, 
Mullins Charge, Latta Charge, St. Phillips, 
Beaufort Parish, Faith Cades, Brookgreen, 
Lugoff Parish and Oro charges.

Funeral services were held June 12 at 
Trinity UMC, Darlington, with burial in 
Odom Cemetery.

Rev. McAllister is survived by his wife, 
Rosa McNeill McAllister, son and daughter.

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.
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IRMO—For the fourth year, refugee children who live 
in the Broad River Road area will head to Grace United 
Methodist Church for a Columbia District summer en-
richment program, Hand y Mano. 

Held Aug. 5-9, 24 children will be welcomed with open 
arms to the program.

Volunteers provide arts and crafts activities, literacy 

and language development, a program about urban wild-
life, music and an overall good time. 

Many of the children do not speak English but Swahili, 
Karen, Kinyarwanda or French, yet communication has 
never been a problem. Sponsored through the Lutheran 
Family Refugee Resettlement project, many have only 
been in the United States for a short time. 

There are many churches that have participated by 
providing volunteers, supplies, a dental hygienist, bottled 
water, music, transportation with their church vans and 
delivering breakfast and lunch each day through the Sum-
mer Feeding Program. 

For information on how to help or to volunteer, call 
Martha Thompson at 803-315-7811.

Refugee children helped through Columbia District’s 
Hand y Mano enrichment program this month



August 
Aug. 2—Lake Junaluska Singers in Concert, 

Lake Junaluska, N.C. https://www.
lakejunaluska.com/concerts

Aug. 2—LSM Worship Service and Commu-
nion led by Rev. Junius Dotson, gen-
eral secretary for UMC Discipleship, 
Mount Hebron UMC, West Columbia, 
7 p.m.

Aug. 2-3—LSM Training Academy, Mount 
Hebron UMC, West Columbia, 8:30 
a.m.-4 p.m. Contact your district direc-
tor of LSM or Rev. Kris Bergmann, 
843-709-2094, or Constance Wilborn, 
843-797-3736.

Aug. 2-4—Lake Junaluska Associates 
Weekend, Lake Junaluska, N.C.  
lakejunaluska.com/associates

Aug. 3—Paul Saik in concert, Lake Junalus-
ka, N.C. https://www.lakejunaluska.
com/concerts

Aug. 3—FAN Training, Bethany UMC, 
Charleston, 10 a.m. http://prevention.
sph.sc.edu/projects/fanumc.htm or 
803-576-5992.

Aug. 3—The Hill Youth Reunion, Silver Hill 
Memorial UMC, Spartanburg, 6-9 p.m.

Aug. 4—Summer Worship Series with Rev. 
Charley Reeb, Memorial Chapel, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. https://lakejunaluska.
com/summer-worship

Aug. 4-11—Sesquicentennial Anniversary 
celebration, Canaan UMC, Ridgeville, 
7 p.m. nightly and 11 a.m. Sunday.

Aug. 5-8—Festival of Wisdom and Grace, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. http://lakeju-
naluska.com/wisdom-and-grace

Aug. 5-9—Hand y Mano enrichment pro-
gram, Grace UMC, Columbia.

Aug. 7—Yah-Yah Day, Spartanburg District

Aug. 9-11—“Geared up and Ready for Bat-
tle” back-to-school concert, Mechanic-
sville UMC, Sumter. 803-428-3945.

Aug. 11—Aldersgate Special Needs Sunday 
(offering)

Aug. 11-18—Salvation Army Bible Confer-
ence, Lake Junaluska, N.C. https://
www.events.sauss.net/eventhub.aspx

Aug. 13-16—Transitional/Intentional Interim 
Ministry Phase I, Lake Junaluska, 
N.C. https://www.lakejunaluska.com/
interim.aspx

Aug. 18—Call to Ministry Sunday

Aug. 18-20—Marriage Enrichment Retreat, 

Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://www.
lakejunaluska.com/marriage or 800-
222-4930.

Aug. 21-23—Annual Revival, Mount Nebo 
UMC, Orangeburg, 7 p.m. nightly.

Aug. 24—Silver Hill Memorial UMC Gala 

and Silent Auction, Greek Orthodox 
Church, Spartanburg, 7-11 p.m.

Aug. 30-31—Smoky Mountain Folk Festival, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. https://www.
lakejunaluska.com/sm-folk-festival

September 
Hispanic Heritage Month

(Sept. 15-Oct. 15)
Sept. 2—Labor Day (UMCtr. closed)

Sept. 3-5—2019 Bishop’s School of Ministry, 
Sheraton Myrtle Beach Convention 
Center Hotel. Deadline: Aug. 9.  
clergyservices@umcsc.org

Sept. 7—Silver Hill Memorial UMC Golf 
Tournament, Village Green Golf 
Course, 1 p.m.

Sept. 7—8th Annual Martha’s Market, Union 
UMC, Irmo, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

Sept. 8—Work Day Offering for Epworth 
Children’s Home

Sept. 8-13—Road Scholar Program: The 
Great Smoky Mountains Through 
the Photographer’s Lens, Program 
#22927, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.
org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

Sept. 13-15—WNCC UMW 46th Annual 
Celebration, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
https://wnccumw.org.

Sept. 14—Connectional Ministries Meeting, 
Trenholm Road UMC, Columbia, 10 
a.m.

Sept. 15—Youth Service Fund Sunday (of-
fering)

Sept. 15-20—Road Scholar Program: A 
Wildflower Quest in the Mountains 
of Western North Carolina, Program 
#23036, Lake Junaluska, N.C. aney@
intentionalgrowthcenter.org

Sept. 21— UMCSC Disaster Recovery 
conference-wide Day of Service to 
help people impacted by Hurricane 
Florence. All skills levels needed. 
Volunteers must be age 14 or older. 
Crews hosted by St. Paul UMC in 
Chesterfield will be working from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. with sheetrock, flooring, 
finishing and cabinetry. To register: 
http://umcsc.org/disasterrecovery
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iNDia hooK UNiteD MethoDiSt ChUrCh
Program Director

Part-time position-initially 20 hours per week. As the 
programs grow within India Hook this position could 
grow to a full-time position.

The Program Director must have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, have a desire for ongoing 
spiritual maturity, and exemplify moral behavior; 
develop and implement nurturing programs for all age 
groups within the India Hook UMC congregation. This 
includes children (K-6th grade), youth (7th-12th grade), 
middle adults, seniors, Sunday school programs, and 
children’s worship; at least two years of experience in 
a church-based or human development organization 
working as a program director working to develop 
programs for all age groups; and a degree in childhood, 
human, or organizational development or Christian 
Education. Work experience will be considered in lieu 
of a degree.

Please submit resume to:
chrissims@comporium.net 

Classified Advertisements

To place your ad, contact Allison
at 888-678-6272 or atrussell@umcsc.org.

Classifed ads start at $19 per inch tall.
Website ads are also available

(www.advocatesc.org).

Deadlines are the 10th of the month
for the following month’s paper.

Open Positions

St. Andrew UMC in Easley (Anderson District) is seeking 
a part-time Director of Music Ministries. If interested 

in learning more, please contact Rev. Jeff Childress.
jwchildress@umcsc.org

864-859-1567

Open Positions

Church Furnishings

Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

Free eStImateS

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

management

NEW

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Send your stories to 
advocate@umcsc.org Don’t miss an issue (and help us save money):

Let us know your new address when you move!

Here’s my card

Here are Christian or Christian-run 
businesses seeking your patronage.
Want to advertise your business in 

this section?
Cost is $30/card.

Email advocatesales@umcsc.org or 
call Toni at 843-408-7879.

South Carolina Methodist

Conference Credit Union

 
4901 Colonial Drive

Auto Loans • Personal Loans •

Church Loans

http://www.scmccu.org

P.O. Box 11335

Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 691-0037

(803) 691-0201 (fax)

(800) 532-8814

Rex Wilson, President • Harry Metz, Jr. 

Bob Silva • Rod Spangler

Zanae Styleshttps://eybsalon.as.me/morganMorgan Strawther,Liscensed Cosmetologist

Aug. 4
A Covenant Between Friends
Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 18:1-5, 19:1-7
Background Scripture: 1 Samuel 18-20
Key Verse: 1 Samuel 18:1, “Jonathan be-

came one in spirit with David, and he 
loved him as himself.”

God had been faithful to the Children of 
Israel in so many ways: providing a way out 
of Egypt’s bondage, personally leading them 
through the wilderness by a pillar of clouds 
by day and fire by night, ushering them into 
a land flowing with milk and honey and 
then sending prophets, priests and judges 
to deliver His word. God had been present 
with the Israelites every step of the way! Yet 
God’s covenant people were not satisfied. In-
stead of thankfulness, they rewarded God’s 
faithfulness with an insatiable desire to be 
like other nations—they wanted a king! 
Despite God’s warning that the king they 
desired would one day take their families, 
lands and ultimately their freedom, God’s 
covenant people demanded a king! They 
wanted a king of their own making instead 
of completely relying on the sovereignty of 
God.

In our lesson today, we stand on the 
sidelines of history watching as God’s Word 
comes to pass—as it always does. Just as 
God foretold through His prophet Samuel, 
King Saul has failed miserably in his efforts 
to lead God’s people, and David has been 
anointed to take his place. The intensity of 
Saul’s jealousy and insecurity fuels Saul’s 
efforts to take David’s life. God’s people are 
certainly no better off than they were before 
God fulfilled their wish for a king. Instead, it 
appears that the Lord has left them to their 
own devices, but has He? 

As we lean into the turmoil arising in the 
kingdom, we see the immovable nature of 
God’s covenantal love for His people in the 
friendship that ensues between Jonathan 
and David: a friendship that reaches beyond 
family ties and a love that is deeply an-
chored in God’s promises. Just as Jonathan 
and David became one in the spirit, shar-
ing a covenant between friends, our God 
desired the same with the children of Israel 
and with each of us today. 

And, just as Jonathan loved David more 
than himself, God reveals the immense-
ness of His love for us in the life, death and 
resurrection of His only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ.

As we journey through our lesson today 
and in the coming weeks, let us be reminded 
that our God is the Covenant Keeper who 
gives us the power through His Holy Spirit 
to be in covenant with God and with our 
neighbor. 

Aug. 11
A Mother-Daughter Covenant
Lesson Scripture: Ruth 1:6-11, 14-18
Background Scripture: Ruth 1:1-18
Key Verse: Ruth 1:16, “Where you go, I will 

go and where you stay I will stay. Your 
people will be my people and your 
God my God.”

A famine drove Elimelech, Naomi and 
their two sons from their home in Bethle-
hem to Moab. The famine must have been 
severe because a “good” Israelite family 
would have never set foot in Moab, not to 
mention live there, unless it was a matter 
of life and death. You’ll remember from 
Genesis 19 that Moab was the name of Lot’s 
firstborn son, a son born from an incestu-
ous relationship with one of his daughters. 
Although the Moabites were Israelite de-
scendants, the relationship between the two 
nations remained strained for generations. 
Moab became a reluctant refuge for Naomi 
and her family, and over the course of 10 
years she would bury her husband and her 
sons there. 

As our lesson for today opens we find 
Naomi on her way back to the land of Judah 
and her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth, 
at a crossroad. For a decade they endured 
unimaginable grief together and through 
it all they had become a family, but now 
they must make some tough decisions: Will 
Orpah and Ruth return to their families in 
Moab or journey with Naomi into unfamil-
iar territory and an uncertain future? 

It is at this crossroad—between Judah 
and their own mothers’ homes—that Orpah 
and Ruth are confronted with the daunting 
decisions that always accompany death. 

It is in that moment that Naomi pleads 
with her daughters-in-law to turn back, 
to relinquish their ties to her and to the 
memory of their husbands, and to think 
only of themselves. 

It is there at the crossroad that marital 
covenants end and an enduring mother-
daughter covenant begins.

When it seemed as though Naomi had 
lost everything and would return home in 
bitterness and sorrow, God’s loving kind-
ness, or khesed (the Hebrew word meaning 
God’s unmerited favor or grace), is revealed 
through the words and actions of a Moabite 
woman named Ruth. Just when it seemed 
that all hope was gone, God reveals the 
strength of His love for Naomi and for each 
of us in Ruth’s beautiful vow: “Wherever you 
go I will go.” 

As you stand at the crossroads in your 
own life, remember Ruth’s faithful covenant 
with Naomi and God’s everlasting covenant 
with us to never leave us or forsake us. 

Aug. 18
A Covenant to Marry
Lesson Scripture: Ruth 3:1-6, 8-12, 16-18
Background Scripture: Ruth 1:6-18; 4; Mat-

thew 19:1-12
Key Verse: Ruth 3:10, “The Lord bless you, 

my daughter,” (Boaz) replied. “This 
kindness is greater than that which 
you showed earlier.” 

Naomi and Ruth’s return to Bethlehem 
without the customary protection of their 
husbands was not easy, but they had one 
another. No longer simply mother and 
daughter-in-law, they were now family 
bound together by an inexplicable covenant 
of love. At first glance their survival would 
certainly depend on Naomi’s “mother-wit” 
to find sustenance for them and Ruth’s 
youthful ability to work in the barley fields, 
but a closer look at the text reveals more. 
God is in the midst! 

Although Naomi feels as though the Lord 
has dealt harshly with her as evidenced by 
the death of her husband and her sons, God 
has a plan to redeem them from sorrow and 
to give them a hope and a future (Jeremiah 
29:11). 

By His providential grace, God ushers 
Ruth into a field that is owned by Boaz, a 
distant relative of Naomi’s late husband. 
By His grace God rewards Ruth’s kindness 
to Naomi by placing them both under His 
wings of provision. By His grace God makes 
a way for Boaz to become Ruth and Naomi’s 
kinsman redeemer, redeeming Elimelech’s 
land for generations to come. And by His 
grace, God makes a way for Ruth and Boaz 
to enter a covenant to marry, which would 
one day weave into the fabric of their family 
a king named David and the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords named Jesus Christ. 

As we conclude the beautiful Book of 
Ruth today, let us remember our own mar-
riage vows or those of our beloved family 
members and friends. 

As we reflect upon the vows let us re-
member the grace of God that leads us into 
covenantal relationship with our Lord and 
with one another. Lastly, let this lesson be 
the beginning of a new or renewed commit-
ment to one another and to our Kinsman 
Redeemer, Jesus.

Aug. 25
A Covenant of Love
Lesson Scripture: Ephesians 5:21-33
Background Scripture: Ephesians 5:21-6:4

Key Verse: Ephesians 5:21, “Submit to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.”

To the church at Ephesus, the prosperous 
queen city of Asia, the apostle Paul writes a 
love letter intended to remind us of Christ’s 
covenant of love. This covenant stands for 
eternity as a symbol of Christ’s magnificent 
love for the ekklesia—The Church.

Unlike the temple of Artemis on the out-
skirts of Ephesus—a manmade and tempo-
ral temple—the church was designed by the 
Father, built by the Son, and it is sustained 
by the divine presence of the Holy Spirit 
that dwells therein. For the church to func-
tion as one body, all its members must dwell 
together in unity. Paul’s admonition to “keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace” (4:3) underpins the marital and fa-
milial instructions that we find in our lesson 
today. Paul knows what Jesus will teach His 
disciples many years later: A house divided 
against itself cannot stand (Matthew 12:25). 

To this end Paul offers the church at 
Ephesus God’s blueprint for Christian  
living.

In God’s eternal plan the church is the 
body of Christ, redeemed by His blood, 
and continuously expressing the covenantal 
love of God in the world (see the Great 
Thanksgiving—Service of Word and Table). 
As a body with members of all races, ages 
and backgrounds, unity is required in the 
church, the community and in the privacy 
of our homes. This is the unity that Paul 
describes in the household codes for hus-
bands, wives and for families. 

In reverence to the head of the church, 
Jesus Christ, Paul instructs all members of 
the family to submit to one another by the 
filling of the Holy Spirit (5:18). This submis-
sion is not offered out of fear, but instead 
is gladly rendered from hearts filled with 
the sacrificial love of God. The fruit of this 
sacrificial love is mutual respect, peace and 
ultimately a reflection of God’s covenant of 
love.

As we conclude our lessons this month 
about covenants, let us endeavor to sub-
mit to one another as sisters and brothers, 
husbands and wives, and as the ekklesia of 
God. It is in this submitting to one another 
that the world will know that we are Christ’s 
disciples: by our love! (John 13:34-35)

Nelson is the pastor of Good Hope Wesley 
Chapel United Methodist Church, Camden, 
Hartsville District.

Lessons on covenants

by the Rev. Angela Ford Nelson

    Connect @advocatesc

When the church begins to pray 
On July 18, some of the children and youth of Mechanicsville UMC, Sumter, came 
out to meet and greet its new spiritual leader and pastor, the Rev. Ernest Frierson. On 
behalf of the Young People’s Ministry of Mechanicsville, they proclaim, “Welcome, 
Pastor Frierson, as we continue to trust in the Lord with all our heart!”

Godly partnership, Christ-like Friendship
Lay Servant Ministries is grateful for the partnership and friendship shared over the 
past 11 years with Southern Mutual Church Insurance Company President/CEO 
Robert Bates and his team. LSM Conference Director Jackie G. Jenkins said SMCI’s 
encouragement, support and sponsorship has enabled LSM to reach fruitful heights 
in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. Here, Jenkins 
accepts a $4,000 check from SMCI Marketing Representative David Weiss. Jenkins 
said God has blessed LSM through the gift of Southern Mutual. “The crossing of both 
our paths has made all the difference,” she said.

mailto:chrissims@comporium.net
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Join Mauldin UMC
Sunday, September 8, 2019, at 10:30 a.m.,

for a special service of worship.

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston will offer
a message of hope for the future as we celebrate 150 years of 

Living in Christ, Loving all people.
All are welcome, especially those who have led us,
served with us, and worshipped with us in the past.

10:00 a.m Gathering Time
Mauldin Cultual Center Amphitheater

101 E. Butler Rd, Mauldin 29662
Parking and Nursery across the street
on MUMC campus open at 9:45 a.m.

Bring a blanket or camping chair.
Catered lunch to follow.

Carol@mauldinmethodist.com

An original watercolor 
by youth artist Alyssa Got-
theiner has been turned 
into a notecard to benefit 
the Advocate.

Alyssa, an 11th grader 
and member of Manning 
United Methodist Church, 
Manning, produced the 
artwork, titled “The Ascen-
sion of Jesus.” 

The notecards, sold by 
the Advocate, are blank on 
the inside and can be used 
for encouragement, birth-
day, sympathy, thank-you 

and other notes. 
The cards are sold in bun-

dles of six with envelopes. 
One pack of six costs $6 

each, or buy two packs for 
$10 (plus shipping). 

Purchase from the Ad-
vocate either online at www.
advocatesc.org/notecards or 
call 803-786-9486, ext. 335.

Alyssa Gottheiner, an 11th 
grader and member of 
Manning United Methodist 
Church, Manning, produced 
the artwork, titled “The 
Ascension of Jesus.” 

Youth artwork featured
on Advocate notecards

On sale now to benefit newspaper

Photo courtesy of Samantha Williams; article by Chan Spigner

Mount Nebo UMM Celebrate UMM Day
The United Methodist Men of Mount Nebo UMC, Orangeburg, celebrated United Meth-
odist Men’s Day on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, during regular worship service. Break-
fast was served after worship service. The pastor of the church is Rev. Thurmond 
Williams. The speaker for the occasion was Curtis Murph Jr. Murph is a lay servant at 
Bethlehem UMC. The theme for the occasion was “Faith of Our Fathers.” The mission 
of the UMM is “To Help Men Grow in Christ, So Others May Know Christ.”

SPARTANBURG—Silver Hill United Methodist Church is gearing up to celebrate its 150th 
church anniversary this fall.

The anniversary will feature four different events each designed to reflect the theme 
“Building on our Legacy: Rooted in the past; Growing in the future.”

On Aug. 3 a youth reunion, “The Hill,” will be held from 6-9 p.m. in the Silver Hill Memo-
rial Gym. On Aug. 24 a Gala and Silent Auction to benefit the church will be held at the Greek 
Orthodox Church from 7 to 11 p.m.

A golf tournament will be held Sept. 7 at Village Green Golf Course with a shotgun start at 
1 p.m.

And festivities will conclude Sept. 29 with the full 150th Church Anniversary Celebration 
at Silver Hill Memorial. The worship service is at 10 a.m. with Bishop Jonathan Holston as 
speaker, followed by a meal. 

Dr. Sheila Elliott Hodge is Silver Hill’s pastor.
For more information on the anniversary festivities, call 864-587-2018.

Four events to mark Silver Hill 
UMC’s 150th anniversary

RIDGEVILLE—Canaan United Methodist 
Church will celebrate its sesquicentennial 
anniversary Aug. 4-11. 

The theme for this year’s event is, “Canaan 
United Methodist Church Celebrating God 
for 150 Years and Beyond: Enhancing our 
Past, Enriching our Present and Envisioning 
Our Future.”  

Services will be held each evening at 7 
p.m., culminating the morning of Sunday, 
Aug. 11, at 11 a.m. 

This year, the ministers for the week are 
the sons and daughters of Canaan. 

This event is important to the history of 
Canaan UMC because of the devastating 
damage to church property as a result of 

the “thousand-year flood” in October 2015. 
When the rain stopped, Canaan UMC, its 
Family Life Center and its graveyard were 
under water. 

To the church, this anniversary will help 
in witnessing to the community and beyond. 
Canaan UMC is still a body of believers, 
worshipping and making disciples daily for 
God’s kingdom. 

On Friday, Aug. 9, at 7 p.m., there will be 
a banquet featuring Dr. Andrea Middleton 
King. King is the daughter of Canaan from 
the Baltimore-Washington Conference.

Tickets to the banquet are available by 
calling the church’s administrative assistant, 
Julia Rice, at 843-873-8596. 

Canaan UMC to celebrate
its Sesquicentennial Anniversary

Leave A Legacy To Change Lives

The South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
P. O. Box 5087, Columbia, SC 29250-5087

scumf@bellsouth.net

mailto:Carol@mauldinmethodist.com
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