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By Jessica Brodie
The Rev. Ken Nelson has 

been tapped as South Carolina’s 
episcopal nominee by the South 
Carolina delegation to the 2020 
General and Jurisdictional confer-
ences. 

Nelson will be among those 
considered for the role of bishop 
in the Southeastern Jurisdiction’s 

15 annual conferences when the 
next Jurisdictional Conference is 
held beginning July 15, 2020.

At least five episcopal open-
ings are expected as bishops 
currently serving in conferences 
shift into retirement.

At their meeting Sept. 22, 
the delegation—comprising 16 
clergy and 16 lay delegates plus 

alternates—voted unanimously to approve a 
motion by the Rev. Tim Rogers that Rev. Nel-
son’s nomination be made by acclamation.

Nelson was the first clergy elected to rep-
resent South Carolina at the 2020 conferenc-
es and since 2008 has been a delegate to four 
General and three Jurisdictional conferences.

Delegation Chair the Hon. Jackie Jenkins 
called Nelson a bridge builder, an adaptive 
faithful leader and a unifier.

“As a bishop, Reverend Nelson would 
bring a vital and renewing spirit, an enquir-
ing mind, a vision for the church and a pas-
sion for the unity of the church,” said Jenkins, 
director of Lay Servant Ministries for the 
conference and a member of St. Mark United 
Methodist Church, St. George. “For more 
than 25 years, he has demonstrated to South 

Nelson tapped as delegation’s episcopal nominee 

Nelson

By Jessica Brodie 
SIMPSONVILLE—Two and a half years after a construc-
tion fire destroyed its sanctuary, members of Advent 
United Methodist Church are back in their building and 
ready to embrace all God has planned. 

On Sept. 22 and again, Sept. 29, Advent is hosting a 
grand opening celebration with a big community wor-
ship event in its new space, followed by a community 
meal at 12:15 after the Sept. 29 service. 

“We were overwhelmed by the outpouring of support, 
love, and encouragement two and a half years ago when 
our sanctuary burned. So many people from the com-
munity grieved with us that we cannot imagine having 
this grand opening without inviting the entire com-
munity to come celebrate with us,” said the Rev. Michael 
Turner, Advent’s senior pastor.

Through 
the fire

Advent opens new building 
after devastating blaze

See “Through the Fire,” Page 13

‘Day of Service’ a success
One year after Hurricane Florence, and on the heels of narrowly missing a hit this fall from Hurricane Dorian, United 
Methodists across South Carolina got a chance to help people impacted by the storm in a conference-wide Disaster 
Recovery Day of Service. See Page 2 for story.

See “Episcopal Nominee,” Page 10

By Jessica Brodie
SUMMERVILLE—A new hub to help foster families and 
children in the Lowcountry is now up and running.

On Aug. 29, Epworth Children’s Home held the official 
grand opening for its new Lowcountry Hub, the first out-

post of the Columbia-based children’s home and a project 
of Epworth’s Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing. The 
hub is housed in a cottage on the campus of Bethany United 
Methodist Church, and will help the Lowcountry deliver 
foster care locally.

Epworth President and Chief Executive Officer the Rev. 
John Holler said the Charleston District hub is the pilot, 
and future outposts will be modeled on what happens there. 

Epworth’s Lowcountry Hub officially opens

By Laura Camby McCaskill and Jessica 
Brodie
BISHOPVILLE—One United Methodist pastor 
is on a mission to extend theological education to 
prisoners at Lee Correctional Institution, one of 
South Carolina’s maximum-security prisons. 

The Rev. Tim Whited, pastor of Bethel United 
Methodist Church, Oswego, spent the summer 
teaching weekly Bible classes to men incarcerated 
at Lee using course materials provided by Pilgrim 
Theological Seminary. Myrtle Beach Wesleyan 
College and Pilgrim Seminary have a mission to 

help people seeking higher education in Chris-
tian perspective, particularly helping those incar-
cerated in federal and state correctional facilities.

Nearly two dozen men in Whited’s first class 

Preparing Godly men
UM pastor teaches Bible classes to prisoners through seminary partnership

By Jessica Brodie
COLUMBIA— In an active shooter situation, churches can’t wait five to 
seven minutes for first responders to arrive. Church members are the true 
first responders and need to be actively engaged in protecting their own 
lives. 

That was the gist behind a church security seminar attended by a host of 
United Methodist pastors and church leaders, as well as leaders from other 

denominations across the state. 
“You are all warriors, sheepdogs, protectors. You ladies, too—look at 

Esther,” said Guy Beveridge of Strategos International, keynote speaker. 
“It’s our job every day. We don’t know what’s coming, what day or when it’ll 
happen, but the roaring lions are looking for someone to devour, and the 

Protecting the flock: Active shooters seminar helps churches prepare

See “Epworth,” Page 10

See “Prison Bible Classes,” Page 11

See “Protecting the Flock,” Page 11
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Hours/Location
Open Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
S.C. United Methodist Conference 

Center
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 207
Columbia, SC 29203
Deadlines: 10th of each month.

Contacting Us
Telephone: 888-678-6272 or 803-786-

9486
Fax: 803-735-8168
E-mail: advocate@umcsc.org

Submissions
The Advocate encourages readers to 
submit for publication items of interest 
to South Carolina United Methodists. 
There is no charge for running items 
involving activities or announcements. 
Items should be submitted as far as 
possible in advance of the event’s date 
or the date of requested publication. 
Since there is no charge for these 
items, they appear in the newspaper on 
a space-available basis. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Advertising
Display ads, classifieds and inserts can 
be ordered by contacting us at 888-
678-6272 or 803-786-9486, ext. 338, or 
advocate@umcsc.org. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Subscriptions
The Advocate is delivered to mailboxes 
via U.S. mail every month prior to the 
first Sunday of the month. Subscrip-
tions are $15/year for the print and 
online version, and $8/year for the 
online-only edition. Church plans are 
available for as low as $1/member 
(online version) or $10/member (print 
version with 10+ subscribers per 
church). To start your subscription, visit 
www.advocatesc. org, call with credit 
card to 888-678-6272 or 803-786-9486, 
ext. 335, or send a check to Advocate, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 
29203.

Photographs
Photographs can be submitted to the 
newspaper for publication. High-
resolution digital images are preferred. 
Photographs should be in focus and 
should have proper exposure. Color or 
black and white photographs are ac-
cepted. People in photographs should 
be identified with names and ages, and 
a contact person with a phone number 
should be included in the information. 

Accuracy Policy
The Advocate strives to produce error-
free news reports. When mistakes 
occur, it is our policy to correct them 
as soon as they are brought to our 
attention. To request a correction, call 
Jessica Brodie at 888-678-6272  or 
803-786-9486, ext. 338, or email jbro-
die@umcsc.org. In the event of  errors 
in advertisements, the Advocate will be 
responsible only for the space occu-
pied by the actual error. The publisher 
assumes no financial responsibility for 
omissions.

Back Issues
The Advocate maintains copies of back 
issues for sale for up to one year, as 
long as the supply lasts. When request-
ing by mail, back  copies are $2 each, 
to cover  postage and handling. To 
research or review articles published 
more than one year ago, bound copies 
of the newspaper are available for 
review at the Advocate office, Wofford 
College in Spartanburg and the South 
Caroliniana Library in Columbia.

Circle one: Dr. Mr. Miss Ms. Mrs. Rev.
Name: 
Address: 
Email:  Phone: 
Church name: District: 
Pastor: 

PAYMENT:     Check made payable to the Advocate     Cash
     Charge credit card #: 
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(Credit card numbers are destroyed after card is run)

Amount: __$15 New
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return to 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203

or subscribe online at AdvocateSC.org
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for the Advocate!

By Jessica Brodie
GASTON—Roughly 70 percent of people in South Carolina 
do not go to church, and that’s not OK for a group of United 
Methodists who are hoping to do something to change that 
number for the better. They are hoping a one-day event, 
“Fresh Expressions,” will be a step in the right direction.

On Oct. 5, the Orangeburg District of the South Carolina 
Conference of The United Methodist Church is hosting a 
daylong gathering to help churches reimagine what it looks 
like to do church. While the district is sponsoring it, the 
event is open to all people throughout the state and beyond. 

“Ninety-seven percent of people believe in God and are 
searching for meaning in life, and the church has an op-
portunity to help,” said the Rev. Jim Arant, who is organiz-
ing the event along with the Rev. Jon Hoin and the Florida 
Conference’s Michael Beck and Garrett Rocha.

Arant said Fresh Expressions is a movement started in 
England to reach the unchurched by going to places people 
already congregate—bars, coffee shops, restaurants, golf 
courses and more. Pastors and church members help them 

begin to become more like a congregation, eventually steer-
ing them into the more formal institution that is church. 

Attendees will learn from Beck and Rocha about their 
conference’s own Fresh Expressions movement in the hopes 
that South Carolina can join in and do the same. South 
Carolina pastors who are already reimagining church suc-
cessfully will also share about what they have done, includ-
ing the Rev. Wendy Hudson-Jacoby, whose church that 
used to meet in a pub has grown to a large and thriving 
new church star; the Rev. Josh McClendon, who focuses on 
fitness and faith; and the Rev. Hillary Taylor and her recent 
gun buy-back initiative.

The idea, Arant said, is that “you might look in your own 
community, such as a community center or other places 
where people gather, and work with them.”

Hoin said the Orangeburg event came about after Rocha 
shared with him the work he is doing in Fresh Expressions 
in Florida. Hoin is also doing double duty in trying to put 
together a support cohort of new Fresh Expressions pio-
neers in the district. 

“We all feel that the church is at it’s best when it makes 
connections between people,” Hoin said. “God’s intention 
for people is relationship, and making new connections 
boosts our ability to do justice, love kindness and to walk 
humbly with our God.” 

“Taylor said she is excited about being a part of the event 
and sharing what she’s learned.

There are people who are dying for a community that 
shares their hobbies AND their faith. There are also people 
who are looking for the church to promote life-giving 
alternatives to the ministries that may have killed their faith. 
Some people don’t even know they want these things, but 
they are drawn to them when they see them—whether they 
identify as Christian or not.”

The cost for the full-day event is $12. It will be held from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Beulah UMC, located at 1577 Old State 
Road in Gaston. The deadline to register is Sept. 30. To 
register, go to www.umcsc.org/freshexpressions2019regis-
tration. 

To learn more, visit https://freshexpressionsus.org.

Fresh Expressions: S.C. launches effort to bring church to unchurched

By Jessica Brodie
CHESTERFIELD—One year after Hurricane Florence, and on the 
heels of narrowly missing a hit this fall from Hurricane Dorian, United 
Methodists across South Carolina got a chance to help people impacted 
by the storm in a conference-wide Disaster Recovery Day of Service.

More than 100 people—117 adults and 16 youth—gathered at St. 
Paul United Methodist Church Sept. 21 and were deployed to 12 proj-
ects across the Pee Dee.

The Rev. Emily Kirby, the conference’s Hurricane Florence Disaster 
Recovery volunteer coordinator, said the projects ranged from drywall 
repair, replacement and painting to outdoor siding and roof repair. 
Volunteers ranged in age from 16 to 97, she said.

“It’s hard to articulate how wonderful the turnout was on Saturday,” 
said Tim Whitten, conference disaster recovery director. “The day 
was spirit-filled, and the effort from the teams was inspiring.  We had 
friends from all over the state participating—there were individuals 
from throughout the Chesterfield community who took part (Chester-
field Long Term Recovery and a couple of Baptist churches) and UMC 
teams representing nine of our districts.  Since this was our first Re-
covery Day of Service, we didn’t know exactly what to hope for, but we 
couldn’t have had a better group of people serving the recovery victims 
on Saturday.”

The day began with a group worship service, including remarks 
from Rodney Bailey of Rep. Tom Rice’s office, Connectional Ministries 
Director the Rev. Kathy James and Hartsville District Superintendent 
Dr. Robin Dease. Bonnie Williams of St. Paul UMC led the music.

Now, disaster recovery leaders are hard at work planning for their 

next day of service, which Whitten said will take place over Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. weekend (Jan. 18-20, 2020). Teams will be able to sign 
up for individual days or the whole weekend if they want. Work will be 
done in Marion and Marlboro counties.  

Registration will begin in December, Whitten said, but people can 
contact disaster recovery now if they have questions or want to reserve 
housing for the weekend: www.umcsc.org/disasterrecovery.

‘Day of Service’ helps Hurricane Florence recovery

More than 100 people gathered at St. Paul UMC, Chesterfield, Sept. 21 
to help at 12 sites. 

The projects ranged from drywall repair, replacement and painting to 
outdoor siding and roof repair.
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The next day of service will take place over Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
weekend (Jan. 18-20, 2020).

By Jessica Brodie
JOHNS ISLAND—For five decades, they dedi-
cated their lives to serving the rural poor in the 
Lowcountry.

Now, a significant appreciation banquet will 
let them know just how much their mission and 
ministry meant to others.

On Saturday, Sept. 28, eight members of the 
Rural Mission family will be honored at a Rural 
Mission Banquet as a thank you from the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Methodist 
Church. 

The banquet will be held at 5 p.m. at Wesley 
UMC, 2718 River Road, Johns Island. 

“Greater Than Self: They Built With Love” is 
the theme of the banquet, based on the mission 
statement of Rural Mission, which closed its 
doors because of funding issues in February.

On May 31, ownership of the former Rural 
Mission property transferred to South Carolina 

United Methodist Camps and Retreat Min-
istries. Arthur Spriggs, Camps and Retreat 
director, said the property was deeded to them 
in exchange for the relief of debt.

“No way we were going to be able to afford 
such property at fair market value,” Spriggs said, 
noting the Lowcountry property was not only 
extremely valuable but attracting much interest 
from local real estate developers.

But the desire was strong to keep the 
property in the United Methodist family. Rural 
Mission has a long history and a special place 
in the hearts of many South Carolina Method-
ists. Many pastors received their call to ministry 
while working there, and its five decades of 
service to the rural poor on Johns Island has 
drawn thousands of volunteers in ministry 
from across the nation.

Spriggs said the property will be called the 
Sea Islands Camp and Retreat Center.

Honorees include Linda Gadson, Rural 
Mission executive director since 1972, as well as 
longtime Rural Mission staff members Nancy 
Butler, Anderson Mack Jr., Viola Moore, Josie 
Nelson, Richard Porter Jr. and Christine Wil-
liams, plus longtime board member Eartha 
Goodwin.

The Rev. Telley Lynnette Gadson, pastor 
of St. Mark UMC in Taylors and Gadson’s 
daughter, will be the keynote speaker.

“I want whatever happens now to be suc-
cessful,” Gadson said, noting she is happy the 
property is staying in the UMC family. “The 
most important thing for me is the property 
was not sold from the people. I pray the prop-
erty will somehow still be available for local 
people, then when activities take place they are 
still a part of it—that they can have access even 
if not ownership, that the connecting link to 
past will still always be there.” 

‘Greater Than Self: They Built with Love’
Banquet to honor Rural Mission family set for Sept. 28

By Jessica Brodie
GREER—One church in the Upstate now has a new children’s building 
and an expanded sanctuary to address the growing size of its congrega-
tion.

Covenant United Methodist Church held a grand opening Aug. 18 for 
its Children’s Building, sanctuary, expanded parking and various other 
changes to the church campus.

The Children’s Building will be used by Covenant’s Children’s Ministry 
and Covenant Christian Academy, its weekday preschool.

Joseph Huntley, Covenant communications director, noted the church 
is the fourth-largest attended church in the conference and, with heavy 
population growth in they area, they expect more people to join in the 
coming years. 

“We have seen on average 80 professions of faith of children, youth 
and adults. Our faith-based Covenant Christian Academy is growing 
to 170 students, 25 percent of which are our members,” Huntley said. 
“This expansion allows for our children, youth, adults and faith-based 
education to have their own spaces. Our youth and adults will be gaining 
rooms that were previously used for our children’s ministry.”

The sanctuary expansion added 300 seats to help accommodate the 
new growth, and the church now has 100 more parking spots.

The Aug. 18 grand opening included worship and a tailgate celebra-
tion with games, tents, chairs and lunch. Before the tailgate, Huntley 
said, members, visitors, staff and clergy joined hands and circled around 
the entire campus, asking for the Lord’s blessings on Covenant and the 
church’s impact outside of its walls. 

Covenant UMC expands children’s area, sanctuary

For more on Covenant UMC, visit www.covumc.org.

By Jessica Brodie
LEXINGTON—The largest-membership 
United Methodist church in South Carolina 
and the fifth-fastest growing Methodist 
church in the U.S. is celebrating this month. 
Not only has it paid off in five years its $17 
million building campaign and land debt, 
but it has also contributed more than $5 mil-
lion above and beyond toward mission work 
outside its church.

“It’s truly remarkable the generosity and 
faithfulness of God’s people,” said the Rev. 
Jeff Kersey, Mount Horeb’s senior pastor, 
who announced the news in a letter to the 
congregation Aug. 25.

Now, the church is setting its sights on 
what God has next, which includes reaching 
out to the more than 130,000 unchurched 
persons living within a 10- to 15-mile radius 
of Mount Horeb.

“God has put a giant mission field right in 
our backyard,” Kersey said. “I know God has 

commanded His church to go and make dis-
ciples of all people. Mount Horeb is commit-
ted to fulfilling His command both near and 
far, in our backyard and across the world.”

Mount Horeb began its Above and 
Beyond Capital Campaign in 2014 to raise 
pledges and funds to pay off existing Prom-

ised Land debt and for what turned out to 
be a $17 million building project, which was 
constructed in 2016. The project featured 
an 82,000-square-foot expansion on its 
campus that included a 67,303-square-foot 
new dual-purpose building for the church’s 
contemporary services; a new 1,800-capac-

ity auditorium for ministry and worship; a 
space for recreation ministry and children’s 
ministries; a kitchen for fellowship meals; 
and 15,293-square-feet of repurposed space 
in the former gym and family life center that 
has become a student room and café for the 
congregation. 

The church now has four services on Sun-
day mornings: two contemporary services (9 
and 10:45 a.m.) and two traditional services 
(9 and 10:45 a.m.).

Kersey said the purpose for the new facil-
ities was proclaiming the Good News about 
Jesus, preparing people to reach the lost for 
Jesus and providing a space for people to 
connect with Jesus.

“Through His power that works in us, 
God has gone above and beyond to enable 
us to now completely pay off our debt on 
the new facilities,” Kersey said. “God has 
truly used the generosity of His people to go 
‘above and beyond!’”

Mount Horeb pays off building debt in five years

The project featured an 82,000-square-foot expansion on its campus that included a 
67,303-square-foot new dual-purpose building for the church’s contemporary services.

By Sean Garbelman
MURRELLS INLET—“It’s good to be back,” 
Charles Duke said to the excited crowd at 
Belin Memorial United Methodist Church 
gathered to hear his testimonial July 29. 

This Charles Duke is NASA astronaut and 
retired Brigadier General Charles Duke, a 
member of the original “Houston” mission 
control for the Apollo 11 moon landing, Lu-
nar Module Pilot of Apollo 16 and the tenth, 
and youngest, person to walk on the moon.

Duke, a South Carolina native, started his 
story from the beginning.

“Growing up in Lancaster it wasn’t my 
thought that I would walk on the moon one 
day. Go out in the backyard and say ‘Mom-
ma, one day I’m going to walk on the moon’? 
I’d have ended up in the psychiatric hospital 
back when I was a kid. Wasn’t any space 
program!”

Duke said he wanted to serve his country, 
respecting the legacy of his heroes—WWII 
veterans—and being motivated by the early 
successes of the space race. He speaks to 
an audience peppered with scout uniforms 
because, in addition to all of his other accom-
plishments, he is also an Eagle Scout.

“Neil [Armstrong] was also an Eagle 
Scout. We had quite a few Eagle Scouts. Boys, 
you never know where it’s going to take you.”

In his testimony before the church, Duke 
described events one rarely hears firsthand, 
like seeing Earth from a shuttle window. 

“It was the most beautiful, breathtaking 
sight I had every seen. This jewel of Earth. 
The white of the snow and the clouds. The 
brown of the land. The crystal blue of the 
ocean just hung there in the blackness of 
space.”

Duke’s memories of leaving Earth now 
go hand-in-hand with his, and wife Dotty’s, 
transformation after accepting Jesus into 

their life. “And in the Book of Job,” Duke said, 
“when God made the Earth he suspended 
it upon nothing. That’s exactly what it looks 
like.”

His Duke Ministry for Christ currently 
travels the world sharing their story of God’s 
amazing grace. “When I was going to the 
moon, I didn’t have a spiritual experience. I 
didn’t think I needed God. But I was wrong. 
We all need God.”

Those in attendance heard Duke narrate 
a 12-minute video of his Apollo 16 mission. 
The footage even captures some of Duke’s 
missteps, many of which were life-threaten-
ing. However, even through trials and tribu-
lations unknown to the greater population, 
Duke remained an optimist.

“It was exciting being there. We never lost 
our excitement; we never lost our enthusiasm 
for being on the moon. We didn’t want to 
come back [to Earth].”

Duke’s testimony then transitions from his 
dream-like experiences in space to the reali-
ties of life that we all face on Earth. Duke re-
tired from NASA four years after walking on 
the moon and his marriage began to struggle. 
His wife, Dotty, accepted Jesus Christ as her 
savior in 1976, and this was a watershed mo-
ment for Charlie.

“My wife went to our bedroom and closed 
the door and prayed, ‘God, if you’re real, I 
give you my life. If you’re not real, I want to 
die.’ And Jesus is real; he heard her cry. And 
he came into her life. And in the next two 
months I watched her change from sadness 
to joy.”

This began Duke’s journey of discover-
ing the love of God and, in a few short years, 
Duke Ministry for Christ was formed. Char-
lie and Dotty now travel the world sharing 
their story of God’s amazing grace. 

“As I became obedient to Him, things 

began to change,” Duke said. “Walking on the 
moon was great, but it was only three days. 
Walking with Jesus is forever. So that’s the 
best walk.” 

Tenth, and youngest, person to walk on the moon shares testimony at Belin Memorial

Duke addresses 
a packed crowd 

at Belin.
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With the plethora of bad news we hear almost daily, it’s tempting to tune it 
out, rationalize it away, think it only happens to “someone else”—or even 
turn off the news altogether.

But as followers of Christ, as children of God, we cannot afford to 
harden or shield our hearts from tragedy. We must hear with open ears, see with eyes wide 
open and do what we can to stand up and help whenever and wherever possible.

This month, October, is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. And sadly, South 
Carolina ranks fifth in the nation in the rate of women murdered by men, with a rate of 
2.01 per 100,000, according to the new Violence Policy Center study, “When Men Murder 
Women: An Analysis of 2017 Homicide Data.” 

South Carolina has ranked within the top 10 states for the rate of women murdered by 
men every year since the center began tracking this issue in 1998.

The study used data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Supplementary Homi-
cide Report and found that nationwide, 92 percent of women killed by men were mur-
dered by someone they knew and that the most common weapon used was a gun. Of the 
victims who knew their offenders, 62 percent were wives or other intimate acquaintances 
of their killers. Nearly 11 times as many females were murdered by a male they knew than 
were killed by male strangers.

This is not acceptable, and the Bible calls us to do something about this. 
Proverbs 31:8-9 says, “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the 

rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy” (NIV). Jesus, in Matthew 25:40, says, “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, what-
ever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

If you suspect someone you know is a victim, talk to her. Ask how you can help. Call 
the authorities. Urge senators to reauthorize the Violence Against Women Act of 1994. 
See what your church can do to get involved or whether domestic violence shelters in your 
area could use donations or support.

Your silence and your inaction could be deadly. Together, we can do something to help. 

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

Nothing could be plainer
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Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

Stop the madness
“Peter fairly exploded with his good news: 

‘It’s God’s own truth, nothing could be plainer: 
God plays no favorites! It makes no differ-
ence who you are or where you’re from—if 
you want God and are ready to do as he says, 
the door is open. The Message he sent to the 
children of Israel—that through Jesus Christ 
everything is being put together again—well, 
he’s doing it everywhere, among everyone.’”—
Acts 10:34-36 (The Message)

Marie Curie said it this way: 
“Nothing in life is to be 
feared, it is only to be un-
derstood. Now is the time to 

understand more so that we may fear less.” 
Some of the most frustrating times in life 

come when we desperately need under-
standing and we cannot find it. Think about 
it this way. What happens when you are in 
a serious disagreement with someone or 
some group on some issue of concern? You 
find yourself rehearsing speeches in your 
head. You play out different scenarios in 
your mind and think of clever things to say. 
One of the reasons we do this is the need for 
people to understand our point of view. 

Another aspect of life I have come to un-
derstand is the realization that racism is not 
an individual issue. It is a communal prob-
lem. Activist Amanda Barclay describes the 
struggle of talking about racism as “trying 
to explain how to breathe to another human 
when one is already breathing. What (do 
you) say that will trigger that ‘Aha’ moment, 
bringing others into awareness?”

So, the question becomes—why is it so 
uncomfortable to talk about racism?

I believe that this is a conversation we 
fear on all sides. It is difficult to talk about 
racism because we are most comfortable 
talking to only the people we want to talk to, 
those with whom we can instantly find com-
monality. That great writer named “anony-
mous” once said, “We are faced with a series 
of great opportunities brilliantly disguised as 
impossible situations.” 

We are “fix-it” people, but there is not a 
quick fix for racial reconciliation. In order 
to address the issues of concern, we have 
to deepen our spiritual understanding as 
well. As we grow in deepening our faith, it 
allows us to deal with the fragility of our 
own existence. When the issues seem too 
overwhelming, and we wonder what we can 
do about it anyway, we must begin with our 

own sense of faith. 
Prior to serving in South Carolina, I was 

appointed to pastor a predominantly white 
congregation in an affluent Atlanta neigh-
borhood. It was while here that I traveled 
with the youth to Lake Junaluska for their 
confirmation retreat. On the way home, we 
stopped at a restaurant. Our waiter studied 
the group, instantly recognizing that I did 
not look like the others. It was then that 
the question was asked, “Are you the bus 
driver?” I responded that no, I was actually 
the pastor. The waiter was embarrassed, but 
his generalization prompted further discus-
sion at our table. 

The youth were surprised to learn I had 
to deal with such judgments and assump-
tions. Witnessing my experience taught 
them the importance of making an effort to 
get to know others rather than simply as-
suming that you know their circumstances.  

I believe that God has not given up on 
us even though we may have given up on 
each other. The question is how do we have 
“inclusive dialogue” when others are in the 
room?

Professor and author Dr. Robin DiAngelo 
points out that there are many who have 
never personally experienced what it is like 
to be instantly judged, questioned or seen as 
being less than because of the color of their 
skin. Most can never fully understand what 
it is like to live through that in any measure 
day in and day out. This “race-based stress” 
takes a physical, mental and emotional 
toll, and that uncomfortable reality is an 
important acknowledgement on the road to 
reconciliation. And so, we listen. 

So, I offer a path to possible dialogue. 
First, be real. Listen with authenticity to the 
stories that need to be shared. Second, speak 
with integrity about what truly matters. 
Third, be innovative. Act with intentional-
ity to hear the truth of history and heritage 
from all sides of the discussion.

To make space for this dialogue it is 
necessary to show up. Serving together, 
working together side by side toward a com-
mon goal is the most natural way to identify 
our commonalities and differences. Through 
our shared interests and mission, we can 
continue to tear down the walls built on the 
color of one’s skin rather than the content of 
our character. It is an uncomfortable jour-
ney, but as people of faith we trust that it will 
lead us to God’s own truth. 

Corrections
In the September Advocate article, “South Carolina’s delegates continue preparations for 

2020 General Conference,” the delegation treasurer was incorrectly listed. The treasurer 
should have been identified as the Rev. Constance Barnes. Also, the delegation met Aug. 25, 
not Aug. 24. 

Also in September, we inadvertently ran the wrong picture with the obituary for Rev. 
Alester Furman McKinney. The corrected picture and obituary may be found on Page 21. 

We apologize for these errors.

Bishop Jonathan Holston has announced 
the following changes of appointment:

Effective Aug. 1, 2019—Columbia 
District: Main Street and Greene Street: Lex 
McDonald (HonLoc)

Effective Sept. 1, 2019 —Florence District: 
Turbeville Charge: Wade Everett (RE)

Effective Sept. 30, 2019 —Greenwood 
District: Trenton: TBS

Effective Oct. 1, 2019—Charleston Dis-
trict: Ebenezer: David Smith (RE) (1/2)

Appointment Changes

The sky was a soothing Carolina blue, our neighbor-
hood was peaceful, Cynthia was working at her job 
as a hospital nurse and our three precious daughters 
were in school. But I was fraught with worry, anxi-

ety and desperation as I paced alone in our backyard. 
Except for jobs like census-taking and peddling vacuum 

cleaners door-to-door, I’d been unable to find meaningful 
employment for more than two years. I could have located 
another newspaper job, but I was adamant about never 
returning to print journalism. In my convoluted mind, I as-
sociated newsrooms with hard drinking, an image probably 
rooted in old movies I’d seen as a kid. I’d been dry for two 
years, following 25 years of imprisonment in a bottle. I was 
deliberate about avoiding all temptations. 

My Christian faith had flickered but had risen commen-
surate with my lengthening sobriety. Satan had controlled me 
through my weakness for strong spirits. But now I was certain 
that God was real because only his grace or my death could 
have produced healing and sanity. The more I surrendered 
my will to his will, the more I grasped the truth of his love 
and mercy. 

Life had been devastating for me and for those who loved 
me and believed in me. Without notice, I’d walked off my last 
job as managing editor of the Vicksburg (Mississippi) Eve-
ning and Sunday Post. Previously, I’d been fired as metro edi-
tor of the Florence (South Carolina) Morning News, deserv-
edly so after putting out many a newspaper while inebriated. 

I’d grown up in a non-drinking, church-going, loving fam-
ily in a dry county in the rolling foothills of North Carolina. 
But my predisposition to problem drinking materialized soon 
after I was assigned to an Air Force Base in France just after 
turning 19. 

Blackouts became the norm. I once awakened bewildered 
on a Monday morning on an empty Greyhound bus parked 
at a station in Florida. Unable to conjure an excuse for my 
absence, I wired my resignation to my employer in North 
Carolina. I wrecked several automobiles, including totaling 
a magnificent Triumph sports car when I hit a tree on the 
wrong side of a two-lane road about sunrise. I escaped with 
minor injuries after riding a motorcycle into a concrete wall.

But in spite of my drinking, I found success in newspaper 
journalism. Even though I had no college credits, I supervised 

reporters and assistant editors with advanced degrees. I loved 
the business and was pleased when I won a major statewide 
award from the Associated Press. 

By the time my saintly wife, Cynthia, and I married, my 
second marriage and her first, my liver enzymes were el-
evated and my hands trembled when I didn’t have alcohol in 
my system. Three physicians, one a personal friend, advised 
me to quit. I wanted to stop. Drinking had long ceased to be 
enjoyable. I didn’t want to die drunk, and I wanted to be a 
good husband and father. 

But I couldn’t quit. Turning away from my best friend, 
from my liquid courage, from self-medication for insecurities 
and fears seemed impossible. The very prospect of sobriety 
was frightening. 

Off and on for years my attempts at sobriety rarely lasted 
more than a couple of days before I scurried back to the 
demon beckoning me from a bottle. 

But, thank God Almighty, when I had fallen about as low 
as a human can fall, desperate prayers began to work. I plead-
ed with God to help me through a day, a minute at a time 
without drinking. I prayed almost constantly day and night, 
and I discovered the grace of God working in the rooms of 
Alcoholics Anonymous. Gradually, one anguished minute at 
a time grew into days and into weeks and into months and 
into years of freedom from the insane cravings. Along with 
abstinence, I was blessed with growing serenity. 

I believed deep within my soul that my omnipotent God 
could do anything, and that it was only through his grace that 
I could be free of the shackles of my disease. 

Now, back to that afternoon of depression and desperation 
in my backyard. No one wanted to hire an admitted alcoholic, 
even a sober one, who had quit one job and been fired from 
another, who was in his early 40s and who had only a high 
school education. 

“Lord, God, please help me. Please help me, Jesus.”
I prayed that raw prayer of hopelessness as I walked back 

and forth in the fenced-in yard of our rented house. 
Suddenly, God spoke to me. There were no audible words, 

but God spoke as loudly as a boom box at full volume, as 
clearly as a highway billboard with giant letters, and more 
dramatically than flashing lights in Times Square. 

He first directed my attention to a rugged cross of fluffy 

clouds he’d erected in the otherwise clear sky. The symbol was 
as distinctly defined as the renowned cross overlooking Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina. 

I stood motionless, fixated on the cross, as God said, “I 
want you to serve me and humanity for the rest of your life.” 
There was absolutely no mistaking the message, which ema-
nated directly from the heart of God to the heart of one of his 
prodigal children. 

Skeptics may attribute the message to my emotional state, 
and that’s OK with me. My omniscient God chose a time 
when I was humble enough to listen. And he called even me 
to serve him and humanity. In all the years since, I have never 
once doubted my calling, although I’ve wondered why me. 

Miraculously, a few days after God spoke to me, I was of-
fered a job in a residential facility for alcohol and drug abuse, 
a position at the bottom rung of the treatment center hierar-
chy. Gratefully, I worked there for a year, learning about my 
addiction as I helped other drunks. And then, for almost six 
years, I worked hands-on in a residential center for the treat-
ment of disabilities and special needs. Newspaper journalism 
had pleased my ego. Working with drunks and the disabled 
satisfied my soul. 

I became more and more active in my church, and I man-
aged to get a bachelor’s degree with a triple major. 

Astonishingly, during those years in human services, I 
began to hear an insistent call to preach. The thought terrified 
me, and I resisted as long as I could. But God is relentless 
when he wants us to do his work. With fear and grave reser-
vations, I answered. Just as God provided the means for me to 
serve humanity, he provided the means for my representative 
ministry through The United Methodist Church. 

I am still unworthy, but I am still called. 

Williams is a retired associate member of the South Caro-
lina Annual Conference of the UMC. He serves Crabtree UMC 
in the Smoky Mountain District of the Western North Caro-
lina Conference. He and Cynthia live in Maggie Valley, North 
Carolina.

My calling

          How I Got My Call to Ministry
by the Rev. DeVere Williams

Your call story wanted!
Call stories (how we heard or felt God calling us to 

ministry) can be powerful testimonies, as well as inspir-
ing. Sometimes they are uplifting, sometimes they are 
painful, but they are all real ways the Lord speaks to us 
today. The Advocate invites you to share your “call story.” 
We are also exploring using these stories in an upcom-
ing book. Email your story (500-1,000 words in length) to 
jbrodie@umcsc.org. If you do not have access to email, 
mail to Advocate, Attn: Call Story, 4908 Colonial Dr., 
Columbia, SC 29203. Include name, whether you are 
clergy, your church and a photograph.

Letters to the Editor

Wayne revival
Jody invited me to consider preaching a 

revival service. I met the committee to plan 
the revival. They planned well. They would 
hold small study groups. They would have 
a prayer team in a separate building to pray 
for the services while they were being held. 
They put up a large highway sign with the 
dates for the revival services to be held and 
invited the public. 

They also put up one significant sign: 
“Jesus will be there.” 

I was to be paid from the offerings. We 
had a team for special music. The people of 
the church were to invite people.

The first night it was evident that Jesus 
was there. The church was packed and they 
had to bring in chairs for the crowd. The 
service lasted two hours and I preached 20-
25 minutes. 

The response was good each night. We 
went four nights with Jesus, and the atten-
dance did not lag. 

I gathered some thoughts from the reviv-
al. One was the people wanted a movement 
of the Spirit. They were willing to prepare 
for it and demonstrate that the preparation 
was important. I got to participate, and it 
was wonderful. Offerings came in by the 
thousands. 

Jody told me that he could not give me 
all of it. He paid me $500 and the rest to 
missions. Every now and then you can expe-
rience something like this. 

I took away wonderful memories. The lay 
people did most of the Christian prepara-
tions. 

Rev. Farrell Cox, retired
Pamplico

A source of hope
I find the article in the September 2019 

issue of the Advocate titled “Unanimous,” to 
be a source of hope for the UMC. 

The time and money wasted in the 
inaction of the 2019 Special session of the 
General Conference to maintain the status 
quo left me saddened and doubtful of the 
future of the UMC. 

But the actions of Washington Street 
UMC to become a Reconciling Ministries 
church, to publically declare themselves to 
“desire for change in the Book of Discipline” 
and the “valuing of all persons” gives me 
encouragement for the future of my church. 
Jesus’ prime directive to “love God and love 
neighbor” is the mandate to be followed by 
all who claim the name of Christ. 

Dr. Noble Miller, retired
Rehoboth UMC, Leesville

Poem: ‘A Tribute to 
These Brothers in the Lord’

When we look at these two men in black, we 
see love and joy,

Not just because they have the good life, but 
because they serve a good God

We see peace and contentment,
Not just because they honor God by their 

service, but because 
God honors them for their obedience
We see a closeness, a brotherly love,
Not because they have to get along for the 

sake of the church, but because 
They dwell together in genuine unity
We see laughter, fun, rambunctiousness,
Not because they are rowdy and out of  

control, but because a happy heart 

Makes the face cheerful and it is such good 
medicine!

When we look at these two, we see God at 
work in the lives of two men

Because they love the Lord their God with 
all their heart, soul, strength and 
mind.

Thank you Pastor Kevin and Pastor Gerald 
For the beautiful example of love you set for 

us: “He that loveth his brother abideth 
in the light, and there is no occasion 
of stumbling in him.” 1 John 2:10

Debbie Watford, member
Mount Hebron UMC, West Columbia

www.forestacrespayroll.com

Contact us to obtain a free quote

Rebecca Neal Tompkins
Certified Payroll Professional

803-767-7880
rtompkins@forestacrespayroll.com

We specialize in church and 

clergy payroll, including:

•	 Direct	Deposit

•	 Electronic	Pay	Stubs	and	W-2s

•	 Proper	clergy	compensation
	 reporting	on	the	W-2

•	 Electronic	payroll	tax	deposits

•	 Quarterly	and	annual	report	filings

•	 Annual	W-2/W-3	forms

•	 Assistance	with	back	payroll
 issues

losing your religion over payroll?
Give us a call!

Pastor Gerald and Pastor Kevin
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South Carolina Conference
United Methodist Women

47th Annual Meeting
October 25th-26th, 2019

“Celebrating 150 Years of Limitless Possibilities”
Keynote Speaker: Harriett Jane Olson,
National General Secretary and CEO

Buncombe Street United Methodist Church
200 Buncombe Street
Greenville, SC 29601

To register for the UMW Annual Meeting,
contact Diane Talley, registrar,

(864) 419-4463 or email talleydiane@bellsouth.net.
The registration form may be found at https://tinyurl.com/sccumw2019

LEXINGTON— Dr. Eric Mason will serve as keynote speaker 
for the annual Men N Ministry event, set for Saturday, Feb. 
29, 2020, at Mount Horeb United Methodist Church.

The theme is “Restored.” 
Mason has authored several books including “Man-

hood Restored: How the Gospel Makes Men Whole,” “Woke 
Church” and “Unleashed.” 

Other men’s fellowship opportunities are planned that 
weekend, including a golf tournament Feb. 28 and a car show 
that Saturday. For $10, men have the chance to enter their car 

that has been or is being restored. 
Sponsor churches are $600 and include two registrations. 

Individual registrations are $65 each until Jan. 31, 2020. Pas-
tors are $45. 

For more information: www.mennministry.org.

Mason to keynote UMMen retreat ‘Restored’ this February

ATLANTA—South Carolina’s Dr. James H. 
Salley will be the banquet speaker and the 
2019 Trailblazer Justice Award recipient 
as Gammon Theological Seminary holds 

its 136th Founders’ Day Banquet and 80th 
Thirkield-Jones Lecture Series.

Set for Dec. 3-4 in Atlanta, the theme is 
“Behold the Vision: Unity!” Bishop LaTrelle 

Easterling is opening worship preacher. 
Dr. Neichelle R. Guidry is closing worship 
preacher. The 2019 Emerging Prophetic 
Leader Award recipient is the Rev. Tiffanie 

C. Postell.  Dr. F. Douglas Powe Jr. is the 
Thirkield-Jones Lecturer. 

To register, go to www.gammon-itc.org 
and follow links for “2019 Founders’ Day.” 

Gammon Founders’ Day to honor Salley, others

Dr. Cynthia D. Weems, superintendent of the South 
East District of the Florida Conference United Methodist 
Church—will be the keynote speaker for the rescheduled 
2019 Bishop’s School of Ministry at the Sheraton Myrtle 
Beach Convention Center Hotel, now set for Oct. 29-31.

The threat of Hurricane Dorian’s appearance along the 
South Carolina coast forced the rescheduling of the annual 
learning event (1.5 CEU) for clergy in the South Carolina 
Conference. 

This year’s theme: “Preaching Good News In Uncertain 
Times.”

Registration
If you already are registered for the 2019 Bishop’s School 

and you plan to attend the rescheduled event, you do not 
need to re-register.

Those who registered for the September event but 
are unable to attend the October event are asked to con-

tact the Office of Clergy Services at clergyservices@umcsc.
org or 803-786-9486, ext. 328, to arrange for a refund of 
your registration fee.

If you did not register for the September event, but you 
would like to attend the rescheduled event, you must regis-
ter by Sept. 29 at www.umcsc.org/registrationfor2019bish-
opschoolofministry/

Hotel reservations
If you plan to stay at the Sheraton for the rescheduled 

event, you must make new reservations by Sept. 29. An 
email was sent to you with a link to make reservations at the 
original conference rate. If you did not receive that email, 
contact the Office of Clergy Services at clergyservices@
umcsc.org or 803-786-9486, ext. 328.

If you had a hotel reservation for the September event, 
but you do not plan to attend the rescheduled event, you 
should contact the hotel to make sure your account is clear.

If you are a new registrant for the rescheduled Bishop’s 
School, you will receive an email with a link to make hotel 
reservations after you have registered for the event.

About the keynote speaker
Before her appointment as district superintendent, 

Weems served as pastor of First UMC, Miami, a church 
with an extensive ministry to the diverse homeless popula-
tion of downtown Miami.

She is a graduate of Millsaps College and Yale Divinity 
School and served as a volunteer missionary in Cocha-
bamba, Bolivia, immediately following seminary. She speaks 
Spanish and Portuguese and thrives on the rich diversity of 
South Florida’s communities. She is the mother of a middle-
school-age daughter.

Weems is stepping in to replace the Rev. Jorge Acevedo, 
lead pastor of Grace UMC in southwest Florida, who could 
not attend the rescheduled event.

Weems to keynote rescheduled Bishop’s School set for Oct. 29-31

In an effort to be better prepared to 
respond to future disasters more effective-
ly, the Marion District is raising $6,000 to 
buy and equip an Early Response Team 
trailer.

“Our ERT volunteers leave their homes, 
often for days at a time, to help complete 
strangers,” said the Rev. Tim Rogers, Marion 
District superintendent. “It says a lot about 
our church’s desire to be there for people 
who find themselves vulnerable after a 
disaster.

“We would appreciate any donations that 
will help us provide them with the proper 
tools and equipment to be able to respond 
quickly and safely.”

Brian Nolan, the Marion District disaster 
response coordinator, said the district is 

fortunate to have about 30 trained ERT 
volunteers.

“During last year’s flooding, teams of 
ERT volunteers from all across the country 
came to the Pee Dee region to help clean 
out homes, tarp roofs, and clear debris and 
fallen trees in an effort to help homeown-
ers start the long process of rebuilding their 
homes,” Nolan said.

“It is time for us to repay that kindness 
by forming our own team to help others. 
Our need is simple for now—we need to 
buy a work trailer to carry our tools.”

A United Methodist Early Response 
Team is a group of specially trained volun-
teers who —at the invitation of local emer-
gency management officials—move into 
an area where a disaster has struck. ERTs 

provide emergency repairs and assistance to 
help return people to safe, sanitary and se-
cure living conditions until other, long-term 
help is available. 

Maintaining an ERT trailer equipped 
with the appropriate tools, equipment 
and safety gear needed for most disaster 
response jobs enables these volunteers to 
quickly deploy when called and allows them 
to be more effective in their work.

For more information, contact Nolan 
at bfxnolan@gmail.com or 843-564-3432.

Want to be a trained ERT? Contact Matt 
Brodie, conference disaster response coor-
dinator, at mbrodie@umcsc.org or 803-786-
9486, ext. 265.

To donate: https://www.umcsc.org/ 
mariondistricterttrailerdonation.

UMCSC Marion District working to buy and equip ERT trailer

Brian Nolan, Marion District disaster re-
sponse coordinator, sells peanuts to raise 
funds for the trailer.
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ERT helps in Newberry after microburst 
South Carolina UMVIM Early Response Team members headed to Newberry Aug. 21 
to help after a nasty storm caused what was thought to be a microburst, a downdraft 
within a thunderstorm that can cause extensive damage. At one home, many large 
trees fell, covering a vehicle on one side of the home and a trailer on the other side.  
About 17 ERT volunteers, along with the homeowner and tractor drivers, including six 
women and four pastors from the Greenwood District, pitched in to help cut a tree out 
of the inside of a home, tarp the roof and more. 

The South Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church has created a free online 
resource to help local churches and ministries plan their upcoming year in worship and 
ministry.

The UMCSC Planning Calendar, umcsc.org/plan, features links to:
• The 2020 Revised Common Lectionary in multiple printable formats, including a one-

page quick-view and a monthly worship and music planning calendar
• Colors for the Christian Year
• An online lectionary planner from UMC Discipleship Ministries
• South Carolina UMC online calendars and directories
• General church online calendars and directories

The goal of the new calendar is to provide a one-stop site for links to information churches 
and ministries can use to plan their own calendars.

The South Carolina Conference published and sold a version of the UMC Program Calen-
dar—customized with South Carolina content—for more than 20 years. Because of changes in 
licensing and the accompanying increased cost for that printed calendar, conference officials 
decided to cease publication after the 2019 edition.

The new online UMCSC Planning Calendar—developed using feedback from a survey of 
those who purchased the 2019 calendar—is designed to take the place of the printed calendar.

A printed version 2020 UMC Program Calendar without South Carolina customization 
can be purchased from Cokesbury.

Feedback on the UMCSC Planning Calendar is welcomed: communications@umcsc.org.

New online UMCSC planning calendar 
to feature lectionary, colors, more

ADVERTISE HERE!
Toni Strawther  |  advocatesales@umcsc.org  |  843-408-7879

By Linda Smith and Kathy Batten    
NORTH AUGUSTA— Some four years ago, an article caught 
our attention about a group of ladies who fashioned pillows 
for people who were experiencing serious health issues. The 
main purpose of the pillows was to soften the impact of seat-
belts on medication ports while riding in a car. 

An idea for such a ministry at our church was born. It was 
presented to the executive board of our United Methodist 
Women, who enthusiastically gave its support to the mission. 

Four years later, the ladies at Grace are still going strong. 
We have made more than 900 pillows that have been distrib-
uted to local groups and medical facilities in our area such 
as The Breast Health Center and the Boutique at University 
Hospital, the Infusion Center at Augusta University, The 
Lydia Project and several oncologists. Some of the pillows are 
stored at the church and are given to anyone who requests 
one. 

The pillow-making workshop occurs on the last Saturday 
in August, before Labor Day and after school starts so most 
people are back in town from vacation. But the work begins 
long before this time as we make the labels that are sewn into 
the pillows that read “By Grace.” 

We have had many donations of fabric, which are cut into 
swatches and distributed to our five United Methodist Wom-
en circles. Members are asked to match the samples with one 
yard of a coordinating fabric. The material is returned in the 
spring and cut into 9x12-inch pieces. Then labels are basted 
into the fabric before the actual construction of the pillows 
takes place in August. 

Next we arrange for a number of people who have sewing 
machines to come on the appointed day. Orders are placed 
for stuffing, label cards and other supplies. Each year we have 
had approximately 70 ladies who come, not only to make the 
pillows but also for fellowship with each other. Tables are set 
up that identify various steps/stages of construction: pin-
ners, sewers, trimmers/inverters, ironers, stuffers and closers. 
Printed cards with our church’s information are pinned to 
each pillow and then placed in a plastic bag. As a group, we 
pray over the finished pillows. 

We have learned over the years how to make our assem-
bly more efficient while at the same time producing a better 
product. If you ask most of the ladies who attend, you would 
hear that they had a great time and will be back next year. 

Blessings abound in a project such as this, as the people 

who make them feel good about doing something for others, 
while the recipients feel loved and cared for in receiving this 
comfort gift. We look forward to year five! 

Smith and Batten are co-chairs of Grace UMC Pillow Min-
istry.

Grace UMC Pillow Ministry blesses volunteers, recipients

Grace has made more than 900 pillows since the start.

A funny thing happened at church last 
week. Sunday, Sept. 8, was the Sunday des-
ignated by our annual conference as Work 
Day for Epworth Children’s Home, and each 
congregation is asked to receive a special of-
fering for Epworth in support of ministry to 
children, youth and families. 

The Rev. Dickie Knight, who along with 
the Rev. Darrell Rickets serves the churches 
of New El Bethel and Antioch in the Marion 
District, had asked me to preach and speak 
about God’s work through Epworth. After I 
had accepted the invitation, he informed me 
that he served two churches (a trick he likely 
learned as a district superintendent). He next 
told me the first service started at 9 a.m., and 
he hoped I was an early riser because I would 
need to leave Columbia pretty early in order 
to meet him in Aynor at 8:30 a.m.

Dickie and his wife, Brenda, were most 
gracious hosts, and the congregations at both 
churches were warm and inviting and most 
generous with their Work Day offerings. It 
was at Antioch that an unusual event oc-
curred. I was in mid-sermon when there was 
a knocking sound outside the front doors of 
the church. I imagined an elderly parishioner 
struggling to open the church door. Two 
attentive ushers went to the door, and when 
they opened the door, there stood two goats 
who were chewing on some flower arrange-
ments and bumping against the doors as they 
enjoyed their Sunday morning brunch. The 
goats decided not to join us for worship, and 
we all had a great laugh as the startled goats 
ran off. We then continued with worship as if 
this was nothing unusual. 

One of the longtime members of Antioch 
UMC is a lady who grew up at Epworth, 
and it was most interesting to hear how she 
arrived at Epworth when she was three years 
old and stayed until she graduated from 
high school. She is greatly appreciative of 
what God provided through Epworth. She is 

most thankful for the love and guidance she 
needed during her formative years. 

At the next church, New El Bethel, an-
other Epworth alumnus was in attendance. 
The congregants at New El Bethel enjoyed 
the “goat story,” and then we all enjoyed a 
wonderful fellowship meal in the church 
fellowship hall. At lunch, Chris Wright, who 
had also spent many of his formative years at 
Epworth, talked about his desire to continue 
to give back to Epworth and his apprecia-
tion of what Epworth has done for him. The 
members at New El Bethel were also very 
generous with their gifts to Epworth.

The following evening, I arrived in Man-
ning and was welcomed by the Rev. Kem 
Thomas, who had invited me to drive down 
to talk to the United Methodist Men about 
what is new at Epworth. 

The men thoughtfully invited the women 
of the church, and we all enjoyed a delicious 
ham casserole, vegetables and Epworth ice 
cream for dessert. The people in attendance 
were a joyful and inviting group, as were the 
people at Antioch and New El Bethel. No 
goats came to dine with us, but it was a most 
enjoyable evening nonetheless.

Thomas presented me with a generous 
check, which represented the total from the 
Work Day offering from the previous day. 
Others who were in attendance added to the 
total offering.  

As I drove back to Columbia that night, 
as my GPS “mother” was fussing at me for 
not taking some of the directions she was 
giving me, I was able to reflect upon how 
fortunate we are who share a common faith 
and a common connection. In spite of seri-
ous issues that seek to pull us apart, we can 
worship, laugh, eat, hear about heartache and 
pain, hope, shake hands, embrace, and return 
home in a spirit of thanksgiving and praise. 
God is indeed alive. Thanks be to God.

 — By the Rev. John Holler

Food, fellowship, fun and faith

Epworth Children’s Home

ERTs help after Dorian 
A UMCSC early response team led by 

Troy Thomas in Summerville helps repair 
a home Sept. 7 damaged in the storm. 

The home had serious damage from 
several trees that landed on it during 

the hurricane. The ERTs cut the trees 
off the home, cleared debris out of the 

yard and placed a tarp over it. Other ERT 
teams did similar work, cleaning up de-

bris and making access to structures and 
driveways. “Overall we were extremely 

blessed in South Carolina and along our 
coastline with not near the damage that 

was expected,” said Billy Robinson, ERT 
coordinator. He said South Carolina is 

preparing to send teams to North Caro-
lina to help with damage if so requested. 

HEMINGWAY—On Aug. 17, the Jeremiah-
Mount Seal Charge held a back-to-school 
bash under the leadership of Dr. Christopher 
L. Thompson.

Geneva Dorsey, a semi-retired educator 
and member of Jeremiah United Methodist 
Church, spoke with the children and youth 
about getting themselves in the right frame 
of mind for going back to school after a long 
summer break. She gave them some tips on 
good study habits and showed a video on 
bullying. 

All enjoyed food, fun and fellowship, 
which Thompson calls the “3F’s of Ministry.”

Plenty of food was provided as the United 
Methodist Men of Jeremiah grilled ham-
burgers and hotdogs and brought chips and 
drinks for the participants. Fun was had 
through the games that were played and 
prizes won. 

Attendees enjoyed fellowship with one an-
other as each child went home with plenty of 
school supplies to get the year started right. 

Antwain Terrell Williams, a member of 

Jeremiah UMC and a barber at No Grease in 
Charlotte, came back home to Hemingway to 
give back to the community by providing free 
haircuts to each student who wanted one. 

The church prays that God continues to 
bless students, the community, the church 
and all who came and supported this event.

Antwain Terrell Williams gave a free haircut 
to any student who wanted one.

Jeremiah-Mount Seal hosts back-to-school bash
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The leaders of two United Methodist-
affiliated organizations were named as 
Women of Influence by the Columbia 
Regional Business Report.

2019 Women of Influence included Carol 
Moore, president, Columbia College, and 
Anne Walker, executive director, Alston 
Wilkes Society, among 25 Midlands profes-
sionals, business executives and nonprofit 
leaders honored by the Columbia Re-

gional Business Report at the fourth annual 
Women of Influence luncheon recently. 

Nearly 400 people, including the hon-
orees along with their spouses, friends and 
colleagues, attended the sold-out event at 
the Doubletree by Hilton Columbia.

The 2019 Women of Influence represent 
professions ranging from architecture to 
education. They were nominated by their 
peers and selected by a panel of judges.

Moore, Walker honored as 
Women of Influence

Lake Junaluska to offer Choir Music Weekend
Lake Junaluska invites church choirs to come together for Choir Music Weekend Oct. 
18-20 to broaden their musical repertoires, learn new vocal skills and enjoy time for 
fellowship. During the event, choral leaders will teach eight different anthems and lead 
workshops on topics from a study of hymns to resources for preschool choirs. A track 
for handbells is also available. Choir Music Weekend is especially geared to small 
and medium-sized choirs, but all are welcome to attend. The theme for this year’s 
event, “Music from the Mount,” is inspired by the Sermon on the Mount. A program fee 
of $75 includes anthem packet, worship and workshops. Lodging packages start at 
$177/person. For information: 800-222-4930 or www.lakejunaluska.com/choirmusic.

Author’s note: History adapted from: 
“Along the Journey: Vignettes of Predecessor 
Women’s Mission Organizations. 

It was a rainy, stormy day on March 23, 
1869, when a handful of women came 
together at the Tremont Street Church 
in Boston to form the Woman’s Foreign 

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. 

Notices of the meeting had been sent 
to 28 Methodist churches in the vicinity 
of Boston, but only eight women actually 
attended. The church was locked when the 
earliest woman arrived, but once inside the 
church, the women prayed and listened to 
stories told by missionary wives recently 
returned from India of the “shut-in women 
of the Zenanas, and the call of the Master to 
Christian women.” 

They also heard of the recent organiza-
tion of the congregational women, so they 
“covenanted together and with God” and a 
“resolution to organize was taken.” In quick 
succession, they appointed a committee on 
nominations to select officers, accepted the 
list presented, sang the Doxology and set the 
following Tuesday as the next meeting date. 

Notices for a meeting on March 30 were 
sent out, and on that day there was another 
torrential rain; 26 women were present. 
In the intervening week much work had 
been done on a draft constitution, which 
was presented and adopted “by and for the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Mrs. Osman C. Baker was named the 
first president. Those women raised money 
to send a doctor, Clara Swain, and a teacher, 
Isabella Thoburn, to India as missionaries to 
serve the women of that nation. 

Women, motivated by the Gospel, gave 
their time, skills and resources to the work 
of this society. In so doing, they set in 
motion an organization whose worldwide 
accomplishments cannot be measured. The 
impact of those efforts is still felt today. 

You will be given an opportunity to come 
together with your sisters and brothers at 
Buncombe Street United Methodist Church 
in Greenville to hear from Harriett Jane 
Olson, National United Methodist Women 
General Secretary and CEO. Our theme 
will be “Celebrating 150 Years of Limitless 
Possibilities,” using Philippians 4:13 as our 
Scripture. 

A Harvard Law School graduate, Olson 
practiced real estate and environmental law 
(1983-1996) at a New Jersey law firm that is 
now part of Day Pitney before working for 
the church full-time. From 1996-2007, Ol-
son was senior vice president for publishing, 
editor for church school publications and 
UMC book editor at the United Methodist 
Publishing House in Nashville. 

Olson has a bachelor’s degree from 
Houghton College in Houghton, New York, 
where she serves on the board of trustees. 

The South Carolina Conference United 
Methodist Women Program Committee 
have and will continue to plan for a different 
and special 47th Annual Meeting that you 
will enjoy and remember for years to come. 
I invite and challenge each of you to mail 
your registrations to Diane Talley, 9 N. Cen-
ter St., Taylors, SC 29687. You should make 
your hotel reservations quickly to ensure 
you have housing for October 25th. 

The hotels were included in the Septem-
ber Mission Echo. 

Blessings! 
Eaddy is SCCUMW 2019 vice president. 

UMW Annual Meeting celebrates long history

    United Methodist Women
by Janice Cockfield Eaddy

Editor’s note: Postell began his Lay Servant 
Ministries journey with the Walterboro 
District recently with the Basic Course under 
instructor Pamela Goodwine-Glover.  He is 
a member of Bethel UMC in Dorchester and 
recently spoke on behalf of LSM. Here are 
some thoughts:

In his visit with Paul before Paul’s 
execution, Timothy is asked to bring 
his books and parchments so Paul can 
keep studying and writing until the 

end.
I don’t know—sometimes I have a hard 

time picturing Paul in prison. I’m torn 
between an image similar to Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. sitting in Birmingham jail. 
He’s calm and dutifully sitting, just trying 
to write down his thoughts in a letter, plus 
being extremely passionate, acting like that 
stereotypical troublesome prisoner from old 
movies. You know, dragging a tin cup back 
and forth across the bars and shouting at 
the guards things like, “Jesus is your savior, 
too!” and “The only way to the kingdom of 
heaven is through Jesus” and “I have good 
news for you.”

Second Timothy is very personal. It is a 
final letter to his close friend and coworker. 
In the letter, Paul encourages Timothy to 
continue in faithfulness and offers his own 
life as an example for Timothy to follow. 
What he calls on Timothy to do, he himself 
has done already.

Could you imagine being Timothy, 
receiving these letters and finally getting 
to these last few verses in this chapter? I 
would be filled with quite a wide range of 
emotions: Dread for the safety of my friend. 
Excited to see him again. Hopeful for God’s 
plan. And encouraged to continue spread-
ing God’s message. Paul reminds Timothy in 

these words that his foundation is solid.
That the “Word” of God has prepared 

him for what work lies ahead.
We learned these verses for our home-

school, but really wasn’t until I put it in con-
text with the rest of the book and its history 
of events that I could relate with more than 
an intellectual understanding.

I remember the moments before my 
wedding, waiting with my brother. I must 
have looked nervous. He kept reminding 
me to breathe, and bend my knees, so I 
wouldn’t pass out. I’m not sure how true 
that actually is, but he seemed sure, and it 
doesn’t really matter now. Well, the truth is 
I wasn’t just nervous—I was nearly petrified 
with terror. With him there and his words 
of encouragement, I slowly moved past my 
fear. His presence, then, was a reminder of 
that foundation I was given. Now let me 
clear things up here. I wasn’t afraid of being 
married or of my soon-to-be wife—I was 
terrified of standing in front of all those 
people, and still am. In fact, our love and 
commitment to each other was and is solid. 
And on that I have no doubt, nor fear.

I’m sure Paul’s words to Timothy prob-
ably had a similar effect, helping salve any 
uneasy feelings, reminding him of the solid 
rock of his commission. Perhaps there has 
been a time where someone has done this 
for you. Maybe a mentor, family member or 
maybe you have even shared the same kind 
of words with someone else.

In these words, I find encouragement for 
the plan God has for each of us.

This class is very much an addition to 
Verse 17. It has helped equip us for our 
good works that will come in the future. As 
we go from here, I hope, these verses can act 
as they would have for Timothy, for each of 
us, carrying us to do God’s works.

On Paul and Timothy

         Lay Servant Ministries
by Noah Postell

By Sherry Villeponteaux and Lloyd F. 
Morley 

For the seventh year continuously, the 
Charleston District has supported the Red 
Bird Mission Program. The support team this 
year numbered 17. 

We served two households. One belonged 
to a woman, Ruby Angel, who lived alone in 
her home. We replaced her worn guttering 
and the rotten soffits around her home and 
painted them, pressure-washed and painted 
her porch and spindles and replaced a dete-
riorating set of back porch steps and railing. 
The other home belonged to a 94-year-old 
World War II veteran, Bradley Smith, who 
had a hole in the middle of his kitchen 
floor. The hole was repaired, new linoleum 
installed and the kitchen, which had not been 
cleaned since 2013 when he lost his wife, 
was cleaned. We tore out an old front porch 
and replaced it with a new one with railing 
and spindles; replaced a portion of another 
landing that he was sure to fall through had 
we not. We also put new linoleum in his 
bathroom and installed a new commode. 

We were joined with four other mission-
aries from York County to complete the job 
for him, ministering to him as we worked 
each day with our hands and feet and by 
sharing the love of Christ through our words 
of the Good News. 

Churches sending mission support team 
members were, from the Charleston District: 
Moncks Corner UMC, Moncks Corner; Pi-
nopolis UMC, Pinopolis; and St. Mark UMC, 
Charleston; and from the Marion District: 
First UMC, Marion.

The missioners offered a huge thanks to 
their church families for the monetary help, 
prayers and love they showed.

The monies we collected through several 
fundraisers enabled us to help the Red Bird 
Mission School by purchasing equipment 
for the classrooms, including a laminating 
machine along with laminating rolls for 
teachers for a total of $3,400. We gave $700 to 
the senior citizens of the community Meals 
on Wheels feeding program for those who 
would otherwise receive none. Also, $700 
was donated to the Red Bird Work Camp 
for the purchase of a new computer system. 
Additional funds were used to purchase 
individual supplies and home furnishings for 
the two homeowners.

Villeponteaux is a member of Pinopolis 
UMC and Morley is a member of St. Mark 
UMC, both in the Charleston District.

Charleston District Red Bird 
Mission 2019: a success story

This is the seventh year in a row the 
Charleston District has supported the Red 
Bird Mission Program. The support team 
this year numbered 17. 

Along with many other churches and 
church communities in the state, the 
Charleston District’s new church start, Two 
Rivers Church, is stepping up to be God’s 
hands and feet in the world.

“Living in a coastal city, we know all to 
well the threat and devastation a hurricane 
can bring. We in Charleston are uniquely 
suited to respond because many of us have 
lived through hurricanes, although none as 
severe as Dorian. At Two Rivers Church, 
our entire community has been eager to 
offer assistance,” said Two Rivers pastor the 
Rev. Wendy Hudson-Jacoby. 

Hudson-Jacoby noted that after natural 
disasters or human tragedies, the influx of 
“stuff ” is often called the second disaster. 
She said the most effective way to provide 
the supplies needed most is through mon-
etary donations. Many choose to give to the 
United Methodist Cmmitte on Relief. At 
Two Rivers, they have set up a giving portal 

through their website—trchs.org/give—that 
allows people to make tax-deductible gifts 
straight to the One Eleuthera Foundation. 
They also will offer 10 percent of their offer-
ings this month directly to Dorian relief. 

Locally, they are supporting families 
through the church and the Philip Simmons 
Schools who are struggling after missing a 
week of work. 

“We know how difficult it can be to miss 
a quarter of your monthly wages,” Hudson-
Jacoby said. 

They also are packing menstruation 
supply kits through the Homeless Period 
Project of the Lowcountry that will be flown 
to the Bahamas and given to women and 
girls in this difficult time. They will continue 
to have Period Packing parties all across the 
Lowcountry in their church dinner groups. 
They also will host a Marker’s Market this 
fall and a portion of the proceeds will go to 
relief efforts locally and in the Bahamas. 

Two Rivers helps Bahamas

Lay Servant Ministries is gearing up for its 
district schools this fall. 

The lineup is (and was) as follows:
Anderson District LSM—Sept. 27-29 at 

Zion United Methodist Church, Anderson. 
Contact: Gwendolyn Brown, gbrown1974@
andersonuniversity.edu or 678-480-5176. All 
classes are $45.

Charleston District LSM—Sept. 20-22 
(Sept. 20 6:30 to 8:45 p.m., Sept. 21 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Sept. 22 2:20 to 4:30 p.m. at Cokesbury 
UMC, North Charleston. Cost: $35. Con-
tact: Constance Wilborn, 843-797-3736 or 
clw_51@bellsouth.net.

Columbia District LSM—Sept. 27-28 
(Sept. 27 6-9 p.m. with dinner served at 5:30 
p.m., and Sept. 28 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. with lunch) 
at College Place UMC, Columbia. Course of-
ferings: Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course; 
From Your Heart to Theirs—Delivering Effec-
tive Sermons; Leading Public Prayer—Shap-
ing Prayers of the People; and Lay Servants 
as Christian Transformational Leaders. All 
classes are $30. Contact: Debbie Watford, 
803-673-4930 or debbiewatford1@gmail.com. 

Florence District LSM—Oct. 13 and 20, 
2-7 p.m. each day, at Lake City UMC, Lake 
City. Courses include Basic, Lay Servants 
Called to Preach, Lay Servants Lead in 
Prayer, Lay Servants Living Our United 
Methodist Beliefs, Lay Servants as Christian 
Transformational Leaders (New) and Grief 
Rite: Moving from Mourning to Ministering 
(New). Cost: $40 (includes materials/meals). 
Contact: Dr. Evelyn Fulmore, efulmorerx2@
aol.com, 843-664-8854 or 843-618-3599.

Greenville District LSM—Fall and spring 
sessions to be announced. Contact:  Ken 
Moore, 864-288-8311 or kmoore8311@
charter.net.

Greenwood District LSM—Oct. 20 and 27, 
2-7:30 p.m., at Broad Street UMC, Clinton. 
Course offerings: Basic, Prayer, Leading Wor-
ship and Discovering Spiritual Gifts. Contact: 
Cathy Trevino at 864-992-2228, cathyt24@
yahoo.com or gwdlsmdir@gmail.com.

Hartsville District LSM—Oct. 19 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Oct. 20 3-5 p.m. at St. Luke UMC, 
Hartsville. Course offerings: Adult Basic, 
Youth Basic, Stewardship, Preach, Polity, 
Heritage, Worship, Bible Study, Prayer, Old 
Testament and Discovering Spiritual Gifts. 
Cost: $40. Contact:  Rev. Edward Herlong, 
bherlong@sc.rr.com, 843-332-1631 or 843-
618-8388.

Marion District LSM—Nov. 10 and 17, 
Brown Swamp UMC; Feb. 9 and 16, Christ 
UMC, Bennettsville; and April 19 and 26, Lo-
ris UMC. Cost: $30.00. Contact:   Bill Barber, 
billbarber29576@gmail.com.

Orangeburg District LSM—Sept. 21-22, 
Trinity UMC, Aiken. Contact: Rosa Kenne-
rly-Dance: 803-308-0666, 864-533-1828 or 
rosakennerly@yahoo.com.

Rock Hill District LSM—Oct. 19, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and Oct. 20, 2-5 p.m.. Registration fee:   
$45. Pleasant Hill UMC, Indian Land. Course 
Offering: LSM Basic Course, Leading Wor-
ship, UM Polity, Discovering Spiritual Gifts,                                      
Conflict Resolution and Opening Ourselves 
to Grace. Contact: Pam Brenwald, 803-493-
0980 or pambrenwald@gmail.com.

Spartanburg District LSM—Sept. 8, 15 and 
29, 2-5:30 p.m. St. Luke UMC, Spartanburg. 
Cost: $40. Contact: Annie Crocker, 864-381-
3098 or sprcrocker7@aol.com. 

Walterboro District LSM—Aug. 17-18, 
Bethel UMC, Walterboro. Cost $45. Contact: 
Jackie Williams, 843-538-3807 or nmjford-
will@gmail.com.

LSM hosts fall schools

Praying for blessings
Members of Brunson UMC, Brunson, met together to pray for their newest ministry, a 
Low Country Blessing Box. The box is located between the Brunson post office and 
museum. This small community church encourages anyone passing through Brunson 
to bring non-perishable food items and children’s books to support this opportunity to 
love your neighbor.

Submitted by the Rev. Lois Helms

Love thy evacuating neighbor
Mount Zion UMC, Sandy Run, in the Orangeburg District, is located on Highway 176, 
an official evacuation route that experienced heavy traffic before Hurricane Dorian 
arrived. Mount Zion volunteers offered evacuees a rest stop in the church, providing 
water, snacks, fruits, restrooms, copies of The Upper Room and access to the sanctu-
ary for prayer. 

BOILING SPRINGS—New Beginnings 
United Methodist Church has recently orga-
nized a Sign Language Choir to minister not 
only to the congregation, but also to serve 
as an outreach choir. 

Jeannie Smith, the director of traditional 
music at New Beginnings, began the choir 
in October 2018 as a way to include church 
members who felt they didn’t have the talent 
to sing, but wanted to be involved in the 
music program. Unlike more traditional 
handbell choirs, members don’t need to 
know how to read music, and if members 
miss a few practices, it doesn’t throw off the 
entire group.

Joyful Hands of Praise—or JHoP, as they 
like to be called—is a multigenerational 
choir for teenagers through senior adults 
and performs on a quarterly basis for both 
the traditional and contemporary worship 
services on Sunday mornings. Now that 
there is a larger repertoire, the group has 
begun an outreach program, performing at 
area nursing homes and community special 
events. These concerts also include solo 
acts as well as teaching the audience several 
signs to “sing” along with the group. 

“We love going out into the community 
to share not only God’s love, but to let ev-
eryone know about the wonderful, exciting 
things that are happening at our church,” 
Smith said, noting this type of community 
involvement is easier than taking a singing 
choir because there is no need to carry a lot 
of equipment or arrange for a piano. “All 
we need is my phone and our Bluetooth 
speaker, and we are ready to go.”

The group started last fall with 14 in-
terested individuals and now has 24 on the 
roll. Not everyone is able to participate year-
round, but during outreach programs, they 

still perform the songs they have learned. 
“People are so busy these days, it’s dif-

ficult to commit to a group that meets on 
a weekly basis. We do have practice every 
Monday evening, but I also upload tutorials 
to our YouTube channel so the members 
can practice at home,” Smith said. “I also am 
available between church services to work 
with individuals who feel they need a little 
extra.”

When teaching JHoP the signs used in 
songs, Smith takes it step by step. First they 
analyze the lyrics, choose which words will 
be signed, then learn them through associa-
tion and repetition. It usually takes about 
four weeks to learn a new song because few 
members have experience in sign language.

Smith sees this choir as a springboard 
for many possibilities for the church. If the 
group gets too large, it can split by start-
ing a second group with just the youth. 
That group would do more upbeat, con-
temporary songs using larger motions and 
some footwork. It could also attract more 
hearing-impaired persons to the church, 
creating the need to hire an interpreter 
for services. Although the South Carolina 
School for the Deaf and Blind is in Spar-
tanburg County, there are only four or five 
churches in the area that have deaf minis-
tries.

Regardless of the future, JHoP is enjoy-
ing the present. 

“I feel badly when I need to cancel 
rehearsals because the members are so 
disappointed. Some even have said it is the 
highlight of their week,” Smith said.

To contact Smith or to inquire about 
scheduling them for a performance, email 
Jeannie.Smith@newbeginningsumc.org or 
call 828-289-9039.

New Beginnings’ sign language 
choir reaches out to community

Run for God in Georgetown
Herbert UMC, Georgetown, has started a Run for God group as a way for church mem-

bers to stay active and healthy. Members are walking and running in the neighborhood of 
the church, posting on Facebook and plan to participate in the Bridge to Bridge in October 
in Georgetown. Run for God is a video and book they view and discuss for about 30 min-
utes, then follow their instruction on the workout plan. The mission is, “Preparing people 
to be better witnesses for Christ physically, mentally and spiritually.” 

Faith, Activity, Nutrition

It usu-
ally takes 

about four 
weeks to 

learn a 
new song 
because 

few 
members 
have ex-
perience 

in sign 
language.
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Carolina United Methodists what it means 
to be a servant minister with a commitment 
for the transformation of the world and gifts 
for the ministry of administration.

“Reverend Nelson is a person with a deep, 
abiding faith, a love for Jesus Christ burning 
in his heart, and compassion for his neigh-
bor. It is our honor to nominate him for the 
episcopacy.”

Now, Jenkins said, the delegation can 
move forward to mapping out a pathway for 
his election in July at the 2020 Jurisdictional 
Conference.

Jenkins said the election of Nelson as 
nominee went smoothly. Nominations were 
received Aug. 25 following prayerful discern-
ment. Candidates were asked to submit a 
biographical statement to the delegation 
secretary to indicate their interest in being 
considered to move forward. Then on Sept. 
22, following a 10-minute presentation from 
each candidate and 30 minutes of questions 
from the delegation, Nelson was selected.

Jenkins said the next steps will be to 
provide information and opportunities for 
the rest of the Southeastern Jurisdiction to 
learn more about Nelson in the hopes that he 
can be elected as a bishop at the Southeastern 
Jurisdictional Conference, set for July 15-18, 
2020, at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. 

“The beauty of a defining moment is that 
it usually forces us to face our fears head-on 
and take action; now is such a moment for 
me,” said Nelson, conference secretary and 
director of clergy services for the South Car-
olina Conference. “I am profoundly humbled 
and gratified to be the episcopal nominee of 
the South Carolina delegation.”

Nelson added, “We stand at a pivotal 

point in the life of the United Methodist 
Church and in the life of our world. I am 
convinced that God still has a mission in the 
world—a vision of a world redeemed and 
ordered anew. This vision inspires in me a 
hope that the way things are is not the way 
things have to be.

“I am genuinely heartened about the pos-
sibilities that lay ahead, because God is not 
done with the church or the people called 
Methodist. I invite those who share in this 
hope to join me as together we seek to follow 
where God leads us.”

Nelson is the delegation’s nominee. The 
full annual conference will need to approve 
his nomination at Annual Conference 2020 
in June for him to be South Carolina’s episco-
pal nominee.

About Jurisdictional Conference 
Jurisdictional Conference, at Lake Ju-

naluska, North Carolina, is held every four 
years primarily to approve the budget for the 
next four years, conduct general business 
and elect bishops for the 15 SEJ conferences: 
South Carolina, as well as Alabama/West 
Florida, Florida, Holston, Kentucky, Mem-
phis, Mississippi, North Alabama, North 
Carolina, North Georgia, Red Bird Mission-
ary, South Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia and 
Western North Carolina.

About Nelson
Nelson, 51, was born in Beaufort. He 

graduated from Newberry College in 1990 
with a Bachelor of Arts and earned a Master 
of Divinity from Duke Divinity School in 
1993. He has completed coursework for 
a doctor of ministry degree from Wesley 
Theological Seminary and has performed 
additional studies at the Center for Theologi-

cal Inquiry.
He was ordained in the South Carolina 

Conference as a deacon in 1993 and as an el-
der in 1995. He served 12 years at four South 
Carolina UMCs: the St. Mark-Mount Zion 
Charge (1993-1994), St. John’s UMC, Aiken 
(1994-1998 and 2000-2002), the Centenary-
Kingsville Charge (2002-2006) and Silver Hill 
Memorial UMC, Spartanburg (2006-2007). 
He also served for seven years (2007-2014) as 
a congregational specialist and the African-
American coordinator for the conference, 
and for two years (1998-2000) as assistant 
dean and director of religious life at Duke 
University Chapel. 

In 2014, South Carolina Resident Bishop 
L. Jonathan Holston appointed Nelson to his 
current position. 

He was elected secretary of the conference 
the same year.

In addition to his work in local churches, 
Nelson served on district committees on 
ministry from 2002 to 2012 and on the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry 
from 2004 to 2014, including three years as 
registrar and five years as chair.

On the General Church level, his service 
has included membership on the General 
Board of Church and Society from 2012 to 
2016 and on the Connectional Table from 
2016 to the present. 

His ministry has taken him to Brazil, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Kenya, Norway and 
the Holy Land.

Rev. Nelson is married to the Rev. Angela 
Ford Nelson, an ordained elder who is pas-
tor of Good Hope Wesley Chapel UMC, 
Camden. 

General Conference Clergy
Rev. Ken Nelson 

Dr. Robin Dease 
Rev. Keith Hunter 
Rev. Susan Leonard 
Rev. Emily Sutton 
Rev. Will Malambri 
Rev. Tiffany Knowlin Boykin
Rev. Karen Jones  

General Conference Laity
Hon. Jacqueline Jenkins 
James Salley 
Michael Cheatham 
Herman Lightsey 
Chris Lynch 
Martha Fridy Thompson 
Dr. David Braddon 
Emily Evans  

Jurisdictional Conference Clergy 
Rev. Tim Rogers 
Rev. Cathy Mitchell 
Rev. Fran Elrod 
Rev. Connie Barnes 
Rev. Mary Teasley 
Rev. Kathryn Hunter 
Rev. Elizabeth Murray 
Rev. Richard Reams 
Alternate: Dr. Stephen Love 
Alternate: Rev. Sara White 

Jurisdictional Conference Laity
Betty Void 
David Salter 
Valerie Brooks-Madden 
Marlene Spencer 
Jennifer Price 
Tony Watson 
Lou Jordan
Doug Coffeen 
Alternate: Marvin Horton 
Alternate: Vicki McCartha 

Epworth has a plan to eventually launch outposts in all 12 
districts of the South Carolina Conference of the UMC to 
reach children and families beyond its base in Columbia.

Epworth staff, including Epworth’s Director of Foster Care 
and Adoptions McBee Zimmerman, are working to recruit, 
license, support and equip foster families.

Dozens of supporters gathered outside the hub Aug. 29 
for a ribbon cutting and grand opening celebration, which 
featured words of appreciation from Holler, Zimmerman and 
other dignitaries. After, the crowd headed in for a tour of the 
hub and a reception, including plenty of Epworth ice cream. 

“We’ve needed this,” said Summerville Mayor W. Wiley 
Johnson, noting what Epworth is doing is special and will be 
a great asset to the community.

Holler said Epworth is trying to do its best to keep chil-
dren with people who will love them and take care of them. 

“We want every child to make sure they know he or she is 
a part of God’s miraculous creation,” Holler said.

Enid Jenkins, Department of Social Services Lowcountry 
regional director, shared before the crowd how even before 
the hub had its grand opening, it had already been help-
ing local children. The night prior, they were able through 
Epworth to place a sibling group together in a Lowcountry 
foster home.

“I thank Epworth for their efforts and for realizing the 
need to venture out of Columbia and to the Lowcountry,” 
Jenkins said to applause.

She urged people to think about what they can do to help, 
whether it is becoming a foster family or stepping up to sup-
port fostering by bringing over a casserole or offering other 
assistance.

Zimmerman also lifted up the placement of the siblings 
the evening prior. 

“That is why we are here,” Zimmerman told the crowd. “At 
the end of the day, I would like more homes than children 
waiting.”

Zimmerman said they have an aggressive goal of lining up 
25 foster homes by the end of the year. She said 15 families 
are already in the process.

Bethany UMC pastors the Rev. Mitch Houston and the 
Rev. Narcie Jeter were also on hand at the opening. Jeter 
blessed the hub before the crowd.

“Let this house be a refuge no matter the storm,” she 
prayer, anointing the hub with oil. 

Epworth’s Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing is a 

key part of Epworth’s Every Child is a Miracle campaign for 
program expansion. Since its start as an orphanage in 1896 to 
its broader scope today, Epworth Children’s Home has been 
doing its best to fulfill its mission to serve children, youth, 
and families through a caring, accepting and safe Christian 
community. 

Epworth said at least 20 Charleston District churches are 
engaged in foster and kinship parent recruitment and aware-
ness. The local office of the Department of Social Services 
reports a need of at least 250 foster homes to meet immediate 
needs.

Dr. Sandra Stevens-Poirel, Charleston District superinten-
dent, and Dr. David Braddon, Charleston District lay leader, 
said they are pleased to be a part of this ministry to children 
and families. 

For more on Epworth and how to get involved, visit www.
epworthchildrenshome.org.

sheepdogs have got to stand up. It is biblically, ethically and 
legally right to do this.”

Beveridge spent several hours in a free seminar, offered 
by Southern Mutual Church Insurance for its South Carolina 
customers, teaching church leaders how to wrap their minds 
around the threat, accept a biblical responsibility to step up in 
this area and begin to prepare for what their church can do in 
the case of an active shooter at their church.

“It’s not about Sunday ‘special operations.” We just need to 
be watching, looking, discerning,” Beveridge said. “There is 
evil in the world, and we need to protect the flock.”

Chris Varnadoe, support services manager for SMCI, 
said their company became hyper-focused on the issue of 
active church violence after the shootings that left nine dead 
at Mother Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
2015 in Charleston. The church was one of their customers, 
and one of the victims of that shooting, the Rev. Clementa 
Pinckney, was on SMCI’s board of directors.

“That tragedy really hit us hard,” Varnadoe said. 
Varnadoe began researching what they could do to help 

their church families plan and respond in a similar situa-
tion and found Strategos International, which specializes in 
church, school and corporate security.

“We want this (seminar) to get you thinking,” Varnadoe 
said. “We want this to be a catalyst to make your church 
safer.”

Matthew Quinton, marketing manager of SMCI, agreed. 
“We want churches to be proactive in putting measures in 

place to provide a safe, secure and welcoming environment,” 
Quinton said.

‘The unsaved can’t be martyrs’
Beveridge began by emphasizing the threat churches face, 

noting there has been a 2,510 percent increase in violence in 
churches since 1999 and a 500 percent increase in the last 10 
years.

“In an active shooter situation, the idea is not to survive 
but to prevail,” he said. “We must make good plans, policies 
and procedures in advance, and make sure they’re insurable.”

Beveridge is a former member of the U.S. Army Special 
Forces who was serving as a private contractor in the Middle 
East when his team experienced a surprise attack in spite of 
taking strong measures to protect themselves. He thought 
the attack left him dead, but he survived, and his experience 
taught him some key things, which he now uses to help oth-
ers in facing their own surprise attacks. 

Beveridge said some people object to the idea of preparing 
for an active shooter situation. They think it will compromise 
the mission of the church, or think being a Christian means 
being a pacifist, or they lift up the concept of being a Chris-
tian martyr.

But, Beveridge said, “Martyrdom is fine for you, but it’s 

a personal choice. What about the unsaved? They can’t be 
martyrs.”

The church has an obligation to protect its members and 
ensure they get what they came to church for: worship, com-
fort, refuge and learning. 

“Our job as protector-sheepdog-warriors is to make sure 
they get that,” Beveridge said.

A biblical mandate
Beveridge said often we don’t understand we’re being 

attacked, which is one of the obstacles to surviving active 
shooter situations. 

“But God also tells us, ‘Don’t be stupid,’” Beveridge said. “It 
is not showing a lack of faith in God to protect our churches 
and church families by preparing for the worst.”

Beveridge lifted up a number of Scriptures pointing to a 
biblical mandate to protect our churches and people: Acts 
20:28, “Keep watch over yourself and all the flock.” Matthew 
10:16, “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.” 1 
Peter 5:8, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to de-
vour.” Nehemiah 4:9, “But we prayed to our God and posted a 
guard day and night to meet this threat.”

The point, Beveridge said, is to be on your guard and be 
ready.

Helps foster a welcoming church
Beveridge said proper church security also helps foster a 

welcoming church where people feel comfortable, plus it can 
aid in church growth.

After all, the average 80-year-old woman going to church 
is not going to think of what will happen; she just wants to 
worship. And in the wake of school shootings and other 

violence in the nation, younger people have come to expect 
safety and security measures wherever they go. 

“The ‘secret sauce’ is if people feel good and safe, they’ll 
keep coming back,” Beveridge said. 

Church security planning helps keep the church safe, he 
said. 

How to begin
Beveridge said known attack motivations for church 

shootings range from robbery at 25.9 percent to domestic 
violence at 16 percent, followed by random, personal conflict, 
mental illness, gang related violence and religious hatred. 

When there is an active violence threat, he said, there are 
two responses: subjective and objective. 

Subjective responses includes convincing ourselves this 
situation is “normal,” to disbelief, denial panic and then 
helplessness. But the objective response—acceptance of crisis, 
being aware and proactive, recall of previous training, urgent 
response and commitment to action—is where we need to be. 

“The quicker we move from denial to action, the more 
survivability,” Beveridge said. 

He said a good planning checklist starts with doing a risk 
assessment, followed by drafting a written proposal, obtain-
ing needed funding from your church council, creating a 
handbook, selecting a security/safety ministry leader for your 
church and then team members, training your team and then 
training church leadership, getting needed equipment such 
as radios or Tasers, and finally communicating your security 
presence to your members so everyone understands. 

After all, Beveridge said, “hope” not a strategy, but having 
training, policies and procedures is.

“Preparation allows us a planned response. In absence of 
direction, the default response is to self-direct, and that looks 
like chaos,” Beveridge said. 

Can still show Southern hospitality
Beyond active shooter preparation, churches also need to 

be prepared for all situations, including medical emergencies.
A medical ministry and emergency plan for your church 

is also important, Beveridge said, noting churches should 
also be sure to have proper equipment such as a first aid kit, a 
trauma kit, an Automated External Defibrillator and a back-
board or stretcher. 

Fire ministries and preparing for natural disasters are also 
important.

SMCI’s Matthew Quinton said sometimes people mistak-
enly believe churches cannot show Southern hospitality and 
be discerning like this at the same time, but they can.

“The perception is it’s rude, but no,” Quinton said. “There’s 
a way can be done that’s polite, engaging, such as greeting 
someone new or seemingly out of place with a, ‘How are you? 
What brings you here this morning? So nice to meet you.’”

For more on this issue, including videos and articles, visit 
www.smcins.com and click on “Resources.”

EPISCOPAL NOMINEE: Nelson ‘profoundly humbled, gratified’
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EPWORTH: Goal is to line up 25 foster homes by end of 2019
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“We want every child to make sure they know he or she is a 
part of God’s miraculous creation,” Holler said.
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vivability,” Beveridge said. 

earned academic credit toward their Associ-
ate in Ministry degree, which parallels the 
courses in the United Methodist Course of 
Study. The Introduction to the Gospels class 
covered historical background, themes, au-
thor information, the basics of interpretation 
and more. Ongoing classes are held in the 
Lee Correctional chapel for two and a half 
hours each week led by Whited and under 
the supervision and coordination of Lee Cor-
rectional Senior Chaplain the Rev. Edward 
McKnight and Associate Chaplain the Rev. 
Norton Newsome. 

Whited said the classes have gone 
smoothly, and there are already three prison-
ers who have told him they are interested in 
going into the ministry. 

“Their responses have been appropriate, 
good, not frivolous,” Whited said. “Their 
questions have been of the same character. 
Their questions are not just goofy questions, 
for lack of a better word; they ask questions 
that have substance to them. I’ve been very 
pleased with them.”

McKnight, who also serves as pastor of 
Faith UMC, Cades, said Whited has been an 
“awesome example” to the men incarcerated 
at Lee.

“He’s doing a great job. The theology 
classes are really encouraging the guys to be 
great students of the word of God,” McKnight 
said. “The purpose behind the classes is to 

prepare these guys to be Godly men, but 
we’re looking at preparing them also for just 
being good leaders. If they are released, they 
will be somewhat prepared to be lay lead-
ers in United Methodist churches. So it has 
just been a great asset to have him and also 
to just give the guys an opportunity to grow 
spiritually.”

Whited’s followup class, “Principles of 
Biblical Interpretation,” started Sept. 20. The 
video resources for these courses were devel-
oped by Dr. David Watson, academic dean 
and professor of New Testament at United 
Theological Seminary.

“All the men that were in that (first) class 
wanted to take the second class—that’s the 
kind of impact it had,” McKnight said. 

Whited has long enjoyed teaching theol-
ogy classes, serving previously as an adjunct 
at Southern Wesleyan University. Now, he 
is particularly excited about teaching these 
classes in prison. 

“It’s an opportunity to potentially—and I 
really believe this!—make a difference in the 
prison,” Whited said. “Our guys are basically 
performing as lay ministers in the prison. 
They’re being a good witness and good help 
and a good influence, and I feel like what we 
can do through them is sometimes much 
more than I can do out here.” 

Whited is also certain the theology educa-
tion classes will help the men when they get 
released from prison. 

“At some point some of these men will get 

out, and what we’re trying to do is provide 
them now with a church they can call their 
church,” he said. “For instance, Bethel UMC, 
where I am the pastor, is open to them for 
membership. We want them to be able to 
walk out of there and find grace and the abil-
ity (as much as their background will allow) 
to have a part of the ministry of the Gospel.”

After all, Whited said, Paul was a murder-
er, and stories abound in Scripture of people 
who had horrible backgrounds yet were 
redeemed. “We are trying the best we can to 
offer grace, and I hope people will respond 
to that in a positive way,” Whited said. “A lot 
of these guys will not get out, and we want 
them to have the realization that they have a 
church that will pray for them, too.”

The Rev. Keith Smith, dean of the chapel 
at Pilgrim Theological Seminary and a for-
mer prisoner himself, said while the school 
reaches out to anyone seeking minimal cost, 
easily accessible higher education in Chris-
tian perspective, its leadership has a particu-
lar call to helping those incarcerated, citing 
Hebrews 13:3: “Remember those in prison, as 
if you were there yourself.”

Smith said prison ministry is extremely 
important. “On the outside we tend to think 
of prisons as places where criminals are sent, 
and what prisons really are, are communities. 
We talk about persons in prisons as though 
they are objects and identify them by their 
crime: murderer, thief, drug dealer, etc. But 
those in prison are not objects. They are 

people—people whom God loves and Christ 
has died for—just like you and me. Those 
in prison are somebody’s son or daughter, 
brother or sister, niece or nephew.”

Smith said what’s great is that inside every 
prison community, the church is there, com-
prised of the believers in that place. 

“While it’s wonderful that churches on 
the outside go to prisons once a week to do a 
Bible study or other kinds of things, we can’t 
fail to realize that inside those prison com-
munities, the church is already there,” Smith 
said. “It might not be organized like the ones 
on the outside, but the believers in that place 
are the church inside that community. Prison 
ministry should never be seen as ministry to 
prisoners but always with persons who are 
incarcerated.

“Like a church anywhere in the communi-
ty, it has the responsibilities of proclamation, 
service, teaching and all the things that the 
church does. It’s not excused from that be-
cause of its location or the difficulty of going 
about that work. It’s the work of the Christian 
faith community within the inside of the 
larger community to win and transform their 
community for Christ.”

Smith called the Christians in prison the 
“church-behind-the-wall.” They know the 
language and culture of the prison commu-
nity and are there 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week. 

For more information: deanofthechapel@
pilgrimseminary.org.

PRISON BIBLE CLASSES: ‘Trying the best we can to offer grace’
From Page 1
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Advent’s the Rev. Laura-Allen Kerlin, 
associate pastor and now campus pastor for 
Advent’s new Scuffletown location, said their 
experience has underscored how the church 
is so much more than a building—it’s about 
the people of God coming together in wor-
ship, in fellowship and in mission. 

“We’ve been amazed at the ways we’ve 
experienced God’s faithfulness during this 
process,” Kerlin said. “It’s been a great and 
tangible reminder that it’s not about the brick 
and mortar but about the people and about 
how God is moving among the people and 
the Holy Spirit at work.”

Advent, one of the largest churches in 
South Carolina Conference of the UMC, has 
more than 2,000 members, and Kerlin said 
they’ve received at least 300 new members 
since the blaze regardless of having to wor-
ship in their gym instead of a sanctuary. 

“We’ve still baptized tons of children, 
confirmed 25 this year, confirmed three 
rounds of students in the time we’ve been in 
the gym, celebrated graduations, funerals, 
memorial services and more, and all those 
things continued to happen regardless of our 
temporary space.

Indeed, she added, just because construc-
tion is over doesn’t mean they’ve “arrived.” 

“This is now a new opportunity to ac-
commodate more people and create new 
opportunities for connections, not an end 
into itself.”

A difficult blow
On Feb. 8, 2017, a lunchtime construction 

fire blazed through Advent’s sanctuary, de-
molishing it. At the time, Advent was under 
renovation as part of an expansion project, 
which was needed as they had reached 
80 percent capacity, and the congregation 
had been worshipping in the church gym. 
Because of that, Turner said, everything was 
out of the sanctuary except for a few items, 
which was a stroke of providence; no one was 
injured in the blaze.

Still, it was a difficult blow. “We were tak-
ing the old balcony out, and the (construc-
tion crews) were cutting the last little bit of 
steel out. They followed protocol, waited an 
hour after using torch and used a fire extin-
guisher, then they went to lunch,” Turner told 
the Advocate at the time of the fire.

Two of the workers went to McDonald’s 
for lunch, Turner said. When they returned, 
they realized there was a small fire, banged 
into the wall with a sledgehammer and began 
fighting the flames with a fire extinguisher. 
Meanwhile, a passerby saw smoke and called 
the fire department, which arrived just as the 
crews realized the blaze was beyond their 
control.

“We were all in the other building work-
ing and didn’t know,” Turner said. “I was 
standing in the lobby of my office when I saw 
a fire truck coming down the road, slow-
ing down, and saw them turn in. My first 
thought was that it was a false alarm.”

He walked out and smelled smoke—but it 
was far worse than any of them imagined.

Four fire departments fought the blaze 
with three ladder trucks and 2-3 million 
gallons of water, but it was like a bad dream, 
Turner said.

“They couldn’t stop the fire. It was up in 
walls and into the roof, and once it was in 
the insulation, they couldn’t slow it down,” 
Turner said.

The walls are still standing and a portion 
of the roof, but the structure was in complete 
ruin.

Because it was a total loss, Advent had 
to have totally new architectural drawings 
made, as well as new permitting. They broke 
ground March 2018 echoing the theme 
#AdventStrong, which they’d adopted for a 
church-wide prayer service a year after the 
blaze. 

While the fire was a setback and turned 
their plans on end, Kerlin and Turner said 

the experience helped them heed God’s will 
in the process. 

Another silver lining, Kerlin said: “Start-
ing over from scratch allowed us not to be 
confined to structure already there.”

Still, they had only planned to worship in 
the gym four to six months. The fire meant 
far longer time there, necessitating the addi-
tion of new staging, temporary carpet, new 
chairs and other things to make worship in 
the gym more comfortable. 

Beautiful and useful
Construction on the new 26,000-square-

foot building cost about $8 million and en-
abled Advent to dream big about ways it can 
worship and do God’s work for the world. 
They built a larger sanctuary, providing more 
seats and room to accommodate growth;  a 
connecting space, which was a lobby-type 
area where people from different services can 
have more room to easily connect with each 
other;  a new staff office building for more 
centralized collaboration; a renovated, attrac-
tive children’s ministry environment; new 
music rehearsal space; and more. 

The building was finished just before their 
Sept. 22 celebration.

“We are still getting settled in,” Kerlin said, 
but the new space is beautiful and useful, 
with super-high ceilings in a one-level wor-
ship area. 

Members have said they are excited about 
the new space, and Kerlin said they borrowed 
an idea Mount Horeb UMC, Lexington, did 
when that congregation prepared to cel-
ebrate its new worship space a few years ago. 
Advent invited the congregation to join them 
in reading the Bible from start to finish every 
day during the final week of construction.

“It took us about 80 hours and was a 
powerful way to prepare for worship in this 
space,” she said.

Grand opening also helps fight hunger
Another way the church helped celebrate 

their new building was by gathering Sept. 
22 for a church-wide meal packaging event 
with Rise Against Hunger, an organization 
that provides nutritious meals in developing 
countries. They held worship at 8:30 a.m. and 
11:15 a.m. for traditional worship that day 
and 9:55 a.m. for contemporary worship in 
the new sanctuary. Then, from 9:45 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m., Advent members had the oppor-
tunity to pack 21,600 meals in partnership 
with Rise Against Hunger, whose goal is to 
eradicate hunger. The meal-packing offered 
a chance to serve for those who have either 
just worshiped in the new sanctuary or were 
waiting on their worship service to start. 

While the grand opening is a celebration, 
Kerlin said, “The primary celebration is not 
about a building. Instead, we are celebrating 
God’s faithfulness to us and the calling God 
has placed on our lives.” 

All are welcome to join for the second 
grand opening celebration Sept. 29. Tradi-
tional services are at 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. 
and a contemporary service is at 9:55 a.m. 
every Sunday. On Sept. 29, a community 
meal will follow in the Christian Life Center 
at 12:15 p.m. For more on Advent and its 
new building, visit https://advent-umc.org. 

THROUGH THE FIRE: ‘Not about the brick and mortar’
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the Rev. 
Laura-Allen 
Kerlin wel-
comes the 
crowd to 
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“
We were 

overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of 

support, love and 
encouragement.

– Rev. Michael Turner, 
Advent senior pastor
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SALUDA—Almost two weeks after her church’s gun buy-back program, the Rev. Hillary 
Taylor is still elated with the results.

“We bought back 20 guns in total,” said Taylor, pastor of Bethany and Zoar United Meth-
odist churches in Saluda. “If we had bought only 10 guns, I would have been ecstatic.” 

Nine of the purchased guns came from persons living somewhere other than Saluda. 
“Individuals from Columbia to Inman who read about our program were so impressed 

that they drove all the way to Saluda to turn them in,” Taylor said. “The reasons for turning 
them over were as diverse as the people who brought them.”

At the Sept. 7 “no-questions-asked” event, people who turned in guns received Walmart 
gift cards valued at $100-$200, depending on the type of gun.

“We passed out a total of $2,100 in Walmart gift cards,” Taylor said. “We will be saving 
remaining cards for another gun buy-back program next year. This could not have been ac-
complished without many individuals and churches who donated to this project.”

Following most gun buy-back events, the purchased weapons are destroyed. In this 
effort, however, the guns will be disabled and repurposed in the Saluda community as 
gardening tools or artwork—playing out Isaiah 2:4: “... they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more.”

“We hope the next event will be more comprehensive in terms of mental health first aid,” 
Taylor said. “This is a topic many people are excited about, and I look forward to connect-
ing churches and local businesses with the needs of the Saluda community in the future.”

Taylor already has been in communication with another church and a nonprofit organi-
zation interested in planning similar gun buy-back programs in other rural areas of South 
Carolina. An avid hunter and gun-owner herself, she hopes events like these will raise 
awareness about the rising suicide rates in South Carolina and ways to promote firearm 
safety. 

Saluda pastor’s gun buy-back 
program a success

The church’s gun buy-back program bought back 20 guns in total.
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Charleston District
The Rev. Jeremy and Brenda Howell on 

the newest addition to their family. Leland 
Cole Howell was “birthed” by the blessing 
on the court and is 7. Howell is the pastor of 
Moncks Corner UMC, Moncks Corner.

Columbia District
First UMC, Winnsboro, is collecting 

gently used coats for the Blessing Box Min-
istry during September and October. 

Dr. Mary Hinkle Shore was installed 
as rector and dean of the Lutheran Theo-
logical Southern Seminary, Columbia, on 
Sept. 10.

Congratulations to the Revs. Stephen and 
Cynthia Taylor on the birth of their grand-
son. Levi Murphy Stines was born Aug. 22 
to Lauren and Daniel Stines and welcomed 
home by big sister Ronan. Stephen Taylor is 
the pastor of Union UMC, Irmo, and Cyn-
thia Taylor is the pastor of Asbury Memorial 
UMC, Columbia.

Columbia College, Columbia, has 
announced the appointment of Deborah 
Wardlaw, a graduate of the college, as the 
new director of athletics. The college has 10 
intercollegiate teams that participate in the 
NAIA.

Washington Street UMC, Columbia, 
held a free Sunday dinner for those experi-
ence hard times and homelessness Sept. 22. 
The event is held every few months and is a 
family-style dinner for those less fortunate 
in downtown Columbia.

Faith UMC, Lexington, will hold a golf 
tournament Oct. 7 at Golden Hills Golf and 
Country Club, Lexington. Register at faith-
lexington.org under Events.

Lexington UMC, Lexington, will hold 
its Third Annual Holiday Market Oct. 5 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Homemade goodies and 
works by 35 local artisans will be for sale as 
will a barbecue chicken dinner.

Washington Street UMC, Columbia, 
will holds its annual Blessing of the Animals 
Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. until noon at the Top-

golf Swing Suite patio.

Greenville District
Disciples UMC, Greenville, will hold its 

annual Pumpkin Patch Oct. 1-31. The patch 
will be open Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday from Noon 
to 7 p.m. The church’s annual Fall Bazaar 
will be held Oct. 26 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.  
The bazaar features artisans, crafts, a silent 
auction, bake sale, lunch and pumpkin 
patch.

Greenwood District
Grace UMC, North Augusta, hosted the 

Sidewalk Prophets Sept. 26 as they traveled 
the country on their “These Simple Truths” 
10th anniversary tour.

Hartsville District
Congratulations to the Rev. William and 

Celeste DuBose on the birth of their grand-
son. William Tallon DuBose V was born 
Sept. 1. DuBose is the pastor of the Mount 
Beulah-New Hope Charge, Hartsville.

Bethlehem UMC, Hartsville, will 
celebrate Homecoming and 130 years of 
ministry Oct. 13 during its 11 a.m. service. 
The church will also hold a Revival Oct. 13-
15 beginning each night with a community 
meal at 6 p.m. Matt Snelgrove, Billy Jack 
Johnson and Trey Allison will be the guest 
pastors.

Orangeburg District
For the ninth consecutive year, U.S. 

News & World Report has ranked Claflin 
University, Orangeburg, in its top 10 of the 
nation’s top Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. The 2020 edition ranks Claflin 
ninth for HBCUs.

The Orangeburg District UMW held its 
2019 Annual Meeting Sept. 14 at Holly Hill 
UMC, Holly Hill.

Spartanburg District
The Tyger River Charge, Duncan, has 

started two new ministries. Tyger River 
Youth, T.R.Y. Jesus, is a new youth group 
serving the three churches on the charge, 
Loree UMC, Fairmont UMC and Duncan 
UMC, and is open to children sixth grade 
to 12th grade. T.R.Y. Basketball is reaching 
neighborhoods in District 5 near Byrnes 
High School and is open to all ages through 
19 years.

Wofford College, Spartanburg, remains 
one of the nation’s top liberal arts col-
leges and among the best values in higher 
education, according to U.S. News & World 
Report’s 2020 edition of “America’s Best 
Colleges,” released Sept. 9.

At the invitation of College Democrats at 
Wofford College, Spartanburg, Democratic 
presidential candidate Pete Buttigieg held a 

town hall meeting for students, faculty and 
staff Sept. 16 in the Jerome Johnson Rich-
ardson Theatre.

Walterboro District
St. Andrew By-the-Sea UMC, Hilton 

Head Island, and Hudson’s Seafood House 
on the Docks will hold their 21st annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner Nov. 28 
at Hudson’s. Donations taken at the free 
dinner will benefit Deep Well and Bluffton 
Self Help.

Church of the Palms UMC, Okatie, will 
hold its 18th Annual Fall Festival Oct. 26 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Proceeds will go toward 
supporting Family Promise, Habitat for 
Humanity, Mercy Missions Food Pantry and 
Africa University.

Around the District

MOUNT PLEASANT—Point Hope United Methodist 
Church recently launched a new contemporary service.

More than 220 were in attendance at 11 a.m. Sept. 8 to 
celebrate the special day in the church’s history.  

The congregation celebrated the new service with a 
potluck lunch, a jump castle for the kids and Epworth Ice 
Cream benefitting the Epworth Children’s Home.

“Point Hope staff, church council and the congregation 
have prepared for this service since the beginning of the 
year, and we were not about to let a hurricane put a damper 
on things,” said Megan Stevens, communications director 
for Point Hope UMC. 

The church had been closed all week because of Hurri-
cane Dorian.

The Praise Team, led by Worship Director Derek Street, 
sang contemporary favorites such as Hillsong’s “Oceans” 
and Bethel’s “Raise a Hallelujah.” 

Point Hope’s pastor the Rev. Elizabeth Sullivan also 
began a new sermon series, “Sundays at the Movies,” which 
will last throughout the fall. 

“During the services, we show popular movie clips and 
discuss the biblical themes that apply to our lives, and I 

preach a message based on themes from the film,” Sullivan 
said.

Point Hope’s Director of Kid’s Ministry Evelyn Persinger 
ensured a safe and fun space for the more than 50 kids and 
students in attendance. 

The church also offers a casual, traditional worship ser-
vice at 9:30 a.m. 

For more information: 843-971-6377 or pointhopeumc.
org.

Point Hope launches new contemporary service

By Elaine Means
GREENVILLE—The United Methodist Men of Laurel Creek United Methodist Church are 
mobilized for mission.

Recognizing that a senior member of the congregation needed a handrail on the steps 
leading to the walkway of her house, they took on the task of constructing one for her.

With carpentry as a hobby and the desire to have the group accomplish one of their 
goals, the president, James Ramsey, designed and skillfully created a handrail for the safety 
of all who use the steps at her home.

At the Men’s Retreat in February, Bishop Jonathan Holston said, “God is seeking to align 
men in church and God has something he will use us to do that we have never dreamed of.”

This project is an example of how the men at Laurel Creek UMC are living up to the call-
ing and are a group worth being followed by the next generation of men in the church.

Seeing the need: Laurel Creek UMMen 
build handrail for church member

More than 220 were in attendance at 11 a.m. Sept. 8 to 
celebrate the special day in the church’s history.  

The Praise Team, led by Worship Director Derek Street, 
sang contemporary favorites.

COLUMBIA—As fall arrives, many youth 
and youth leaders across the South Carolina 
Conference and beyond are making plans to 
be a part of Revolution 2020, set for Jan. 24-
26 at the historic Township Auditorium. 

Revolution began in 2010 to offer youth 
a weekend experience in which they have 
a transforming encounter with Christ or 
strengthen their walk with God and through 
which they may feel a call into ministry. The 
Revolution Design Team is working tire-
lessly to create an event that will live up to 
the standard that has been established over 
the last 10 years of ministry. 

The theme for 2020 is “In Focus” and 
revolves around the words from John 20:20: 
“After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and side. The disciples were over-
joyed when they saw the Lord.” 

Organizers said they want young people 
to experience the great joy that comes when 
they shift their focus away from the many 
daily distractions and to keep Christ “In 

Focus.” 
The speaker is 

Timothy Palmer. 
The son of mission-
aries who spent his 
earliest years living 
in the West Bank 
and on the island of 
Cyprus, Palmer is a 
singer/songwriter, 
poet and speaker 
who currently lives in Abilene, Texas, with 
his wife, Erin, and their three children, 
Aubrey, Elijah and Quinn. A passionate 
communicator, Palmer has spent much of 
the last decade traveling, learning from and 
sharing with others on this journey of faith. 
Whether performing music at Harvard 
Divinity School, preaching in the Sacra-
mento mountains of New Mexico or sitting 
around the living room with high school 
students during a weekend retreat, the 
message is always the same, he said. When 

we begin to live 
our lives from love 
rather than work-
ing for love, com-
passion begins to 
displace judgement, 
we realize our kin-
ship with all human-
ity and, together, we 
begin to heal.

Bethel Music 
recording artist Dante Bowe will be leading 
worship through music at Revolution 2020. 
Bowe was born in the small town of Rock-
ingham, North Carolina. Raised in a music 
appreciative environment, he was influenced 
by artists from several genres such as John 
Legend, Chris Tomlin and Aretha Franklin. 
Bowe has toured the world, performing in 
countries such as the Philippines, Germany, 
Israel and all across Europe and South 
America. Along with singing, Bowe has 
had the opportunity to work on projects 

and write with some of the top artists in the 
CCM and Gospel industries. He has col-
laborated with Casey J, Travis Greene, Tasha 
Cobbs, Vashawn Mitchell, Eddie James, 
Gerald and Tammy Haddon, KJ Scriven, 
Housefires and Bethel Music to name a 
few. He released his first solo project, “Son 
of a Father” March 31 , 2017. The album is 
based on Sonship, identity and coming into 
the love of a Heavenly Father. The album 
debuted at No. 5 on iTunes charts and No. 
21 on Billboard.

In addition, there will be plenty of op-
portunities for young people to strengthen 
relationships within their own youth group, 
as well as make connections with other 
youth groups from around the conference. 

For more information about hotels, how 
to be part of the youth talent, the schedule, 
the latest info or how to register: scmyp.org/
revolution. Registration is open and is $60/
person through Jan. 10. 

For questions: revolution@scmyp.org. 

Revolution youth event to mark 10 years of ministry this winter

Bowe Palmer

By the Rev. Mike Cox
COLUMBIA—Forty years ago, I became the pastor of Leba-
non United Methodist Church, which is located south of 
Columbia on Sumter Highway. 

Our family was warmly received and our children were 
soon involved in the life of the congregation, where they 
benefited from the friendships, love and guidance of many 
dedicated volunteers.

Our son, Stephen, beginning at age 11, enjoyed being in 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship for the five years we lived in 
that community. Roger and Sue Tysinger were a young couple 
who served as counselors. They were good at what they did, 
and the group thrived. They did a lot of fun things with the 
kids and hung out with them while sprinkling in small doses 
of Bible teaching and Christian perspectives on life.

Roger had an ancient Volkswagen van, which he regularly 
drove to pick up young people for MYF, after which he took 
them home. Stephen didn’t need a ride because we lived 
across the highway from the church. But since the Tysingers 
lived next door to our house, Stephen always looked forward 
to going with Roger to pick up the kids and then, after meet-
ings, to take them home.

It was a wonderful time for all the members of the MYF. 
Yet, as with most relationships, time changes. Children grow 

up, adult responsibilities become a priority, jobs often take 
them to distant places, new friends are made and old ones are 
left behind—and some forgotten. Nevertheless, the Lebanon 
MYF has in recent years, thanks to modern technology (Face-
book, email, etc.), reconnected with each other and decided 
to have a reunion.

Roger and Sue still live in the community and invited the 
aging MYF members to meet in their home. The date was set 
for Saturday, July 13.

Our son Stephen drove down the day before from his 
home in Portsmouth, Virginia. Since the reunion was to be 
on Saturday afternoon, he was able in the early part of the day 
to explore the old haunts of his boyhood. One of these was 
the secret pathway behind the community store where he and 
his pal, Jonny, used to walk to the ponds adjacent to a large 
pasture. He remembered how the two of them built a raft, like 
Huck Finn. It didn’t float very well, but they worked hard and 
had lots of fun building it.

Jonny was not attending church, so Stephen invited him 
to MYF. Not only did Jonny join MYF, he began attending 
Sunday school and worship as well.

At 3, when eight MYF members began arriving, it was 
almost surreal seeing those friends from their youth, now in 
their early 50s and whose appearances had changed accord-

ingly. They were obviously thrilled to be with Roger and Sue 
again.

When it was time to eat, everyone stood up for Roger to 
say grace. However, the gathering was so charged with emo-
tion that he only spoke a few words before tearing up, unable 
to go on. At that point, Sue took over and completed the 
prayer.

After the meal, the guys gravitated to one side of the 
room where they played guitar and talked while the women 
huddled on the other side talking and catching up.

The festivities continued until 9 p.m., at which time Sue 
called everyone together in a circle where they held hands 
and repeated the MYF benediction.

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face 
to shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up 
His countenance upon you and give you peace.”

That was the way they had always ended their meetings so 
many decades ago.

It is remarkable that eight senior adults assembled again 
after 40 years to celebrate the impact of the MYF and to thank 
Roger and Sue for making that time in their lives so special. It 
was a reunion in which love and gratitude was very much in 
evidence—all of which have convinced this aging, retired pas-
tor that the Lebanon MYF was an extraordinary success.

Success in youth ministry: A tale of one church

  SPARTANBURG—As reports of declining 
college enrollments nationwide continue to 
dominate headlines, Spartanburg Methodist 
College is bucking the trend. 

For the third consecutive year, SMC’s 
freshman class is the largest since the col-
lege’s founding in 1911. The college also set 
a record for the largest total incoming class 
in its history and the largest total student 
body since 1990.

A look at the numbers:
• 513 new freshmen started class-

es Wednesday, Aug. 21—the largest fresh-
man class in the college’s history.

• The new freshmen, plus re-admitted 
students and transfer students, make up the 
largest incoming class in the college’s his-
tory (551).

• 45 junior students began classes in the 
college’s new bachelor’s degree program. 
They’re the first juniors in the college’s his-
tory.

• SMC’s total student body is 910, the 
largest since 1990.

In 2016, SMC’s enrollment had de-
creased to 736 from an average of 800. In 
2016, President Scott Cochran announced 
that the college would increase enrollment 
to 1,000 students by 2020. Driven by in-
creased marketing, a revamped admissions 
process and the addition of a bachelor’s 
degree, enrollment has steadily risen each 
year. This fall’s student body number is a 24 
percent increase over the 2016 total.

“We have an incredible group of faculty 
and staff who have worked hard to provide 

new programs and to accommodate a larger 
student body in a very short period of time,” 
Cochran said. “We’ve got over 170 addition-
al students on campus since 2016, and we’re 
going to continue to grow.” 

With enrollment totals clearing 900 
again for the first time in 30 years, SMC is 
on track to meet the 2020 goal, said Ben 
Maxwell, vice president for enrollment. 

“It’s gratifying to see that students are 
increasingly drawn to what we’re offering at 
SMC, which is an affordable college educa-
tion that they can now receive for all four 
years.”

Saturday, Aug. 17, Spartanburg Method-
ist College welcomed the largest freshman 
class in its history for its freshman student 
move-in day. 513 first-time college freshmen 
are taking classes at SMC this fall.

SMC welcomes largest freshman class in 
its history for third consecutive year 
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It was at the domestic airport in Lagos 
that I received several cross-cultural 
insights. I must look like a pastor since 
several people addressed me as such be-

fore we were introduced. A white American 
in a blue sport coat must be a giveaway! 

While going through a scan, a female 
officer singled out my carry-on for inspec-
tion. She picked up my leather New Testa-
ment and asked, “Do you have more than 
one of these?” When I said, “No, only one,” 
she returned it. When I explained that I was 
to teach the Gospel of Luke in two seminar-
ies, she gathered two female colleagues and 
asked, “Will you pray for us? We want to see 
what kind of power you have.” Gulp!

In Nigeria, pastors are treated as walking 
sacraments of differing voltages (a carry-over 
from African traditional religion). They are 
seen quite literally as living connections with 
heaven’s resources, and while I disagreed with 
her theology, I was happy to pray and did so 
as we held hands at the end of the scanner. 
The prayer was heartfelt, and I sensed the 
Spirit guiding me. When I looked up after the 
“amen,” they were smiling. Apparently I had 
some juice that day!

What surprised me was that the same offi-
cer approached me a half hour later as I sat in 
the passenger lounge. She’d had an unusually 
vivid dream the night before and shared it 
in exuberant detail. I thought, “Pastors with 
connections are supposed to help people in-
terpret dreams, which is often taken in Africa 
as a means of divine guidance.” So I prayed as 
I listened, and then did my best to tickle out 
the significance in line with Scripture, an ap-
proach that pleased her greatly. Welcome to 
Nigeria, Pastor Phil! I may soon add “dream 
interpreter” to my business card!

Banyam Theological Seminary is a United 
Methodist institution in Eastern Nigeria led 
by Dr. John Pena. It’s a semi-arid, isolated 
setting. The school is perched on the lower 
slopes of a mountain with small troupe of 
baboons at the pinnacle. Students, along with 
spouses, children and professors live together 
in a village that weaves itself in and out of the 
buildings of this former agricultural college. 

It’s a life-together style of discipleship 
with deep bonds formed between faculty 
and students. Academics are woven in with 
practical discipleship and shared worship. 
On occasion, a lack of food and a lack of 
money for faculty salaries are burdens they 
bear together. Not all fasting is by choice, and 
textbooks are often hard to find. 

Future ministers, women and men, are 
formed by a curriculum that reaches far 
beyond the classroom. They’re even building 
a new administration building together with 
homemade block. Children are everywhere 
and mobbed me on the way to class each 
morning. Apparently, one of the earlier guest 
lecturers this summer always had a pocket 
full of candy!

On the first day of class there were 40 
students present. I passed out the student 
manuals and, after a brief time of worship, 
introduced the Gospel of Luke and the par-
ticular method we would employ. 

The insight is that rhetoric was the most 
basic discipline of the ancient world, and if 
we map Luke’s rhetoric, we can follow the 
unfolding of this thought and have a bridge 
to better biblical preaching and teaching. 
My strategy was to move them away from 
preaching on a verse or two to support a 
topic—a common practice in the U.S. and 
in Nigeria—and towards an appreciation 
of Luke’s own literary units as the texts for 
preaching. So we removed the chapter and 
verse divisions and read the text aloud, look-
ing for repetitions and boundaries. 

At first they were skeptical, but when the 
same literary patterns emerged over and over, 

they were soon convinced that Luke was a 
highly skilled ancient writer using the best 
of his age to present a layered biography of 
Jesus. It was fun to see the lights go on and to 
hear them say, “I’ve been reading Luke all my 
life, and I’ve never seen this stuff before!” The 
ultimate goal was to convince them to preach 
through the whole of Luke and to quit jump-
ing around in the Bible based on hot topics 
or felt needs. “Immerse your people in Luke’s 
portrait of Jesus!” was my cry. At the end of 
our two weeks together they were tired of 
hearing me say, “There’s not much wrong 
with me or with you or with our churches 
that more of Jesus can’t cure!”

On the first two days Dr. Pena kept drop-
ping in to review our work and then disap-
peared without a word. I was worried he was 
disappointed. It was, in fact, just the opposite. 
He was so pleased that, without consulting 
me, he cancelled our classes from Wednesday 
through Friday of the first week and sent out 
a notice for United Methodist pastors and 
leaders from all four annual conferences to 
come in for, as he said, “A quick course in a 
new way to read Luke.” Thirty leaders showed 
up on Wednesday, five of them General Con-
ference delegates, and so I started over from 
scratch and took them through 18 hours of 
lectures in three days. 

“Remember this, Pastor Phil,” he said to 
me, “This is Africa. You have to be prepared 
for anything.” 

“Yes, sir,” was my reply. 
On the first Sunday I preached at the 

Karim church with about 700 in attendance. 
The service began with an hour and a half of 
singing and dancing, perhaps 12-15 different 
groups, one after the other. The syncopation 
of multiple drummers, plus a xylophone 
made from the horns of animals was pure 
Africa. A young men’s team delighted us with 
their precision maneuvers, a cross between 
break-dancing and hip-hop with a dose of 
Michael Jackson, James Brown and the cool 
moves of the Temptations. Motown is greatly 
indebted to the Nigerian Church! And when 
the women did their version of the shuffle 
while singing to Jesus, it looked to me like 
“The Toosh Push” with a bit of “Electric 
Slide” thrown in. I almost got up and busted 
a move with my Funky Chicken, but it would 
not have contributed to the dignity of the 
clergy. There’s an internal logic to the exuber-
ant liturgy of African worship. The whole self 
is offered to God in joyous song and dance by 
everyone. It set my soul afire.

My text, Luke 24:1-12, was read in Hausa 
and English. I then moved into a message 
on the death and resurrection of Jesus, the 
idea being that if there is no real death, then 
there is no genuine resurrection, and since 
the Koran (Sura 4:157-158) denies that Jesus 
truly died—his place being taken by a substi-
tute—then the historicity of his death must 
be taught first. 

I also emphasized the role of the women 
as eyewitnesses at the cross, to the place of 
the tomb and then to the same site the next 
morning. They were the first preachers of the 
resurrection, and the brothers did not believe 
them. But if Jesus is raised, then he is the 
only leader ever so validated by God, which 
places him above the claims of all others, 
e.g. Muhammed, the Buddha, John Lennon, 
whoever. 

I ended by asking them to listen as I sang 
the first stanza of my father’s favorite hymn, 
“Up from the Grave He Arose.” To my de-
light, they knew it and joined in. 

I now have invitations to teach Luke in 
Liberia mid-January and in Kenya mid-April, 
then to teach the second half of Luke in Nige-
ria next summer. 

I started as a circuit preacher, and life has 
come full circle. I love it!

Guest Commentary
by Dr. Phil Thrailkill

Reading Luke in Nigeria (Part 2)
Editor’s note: Redmond served as the Ad-

vocate’s editorial intern this summer, and she 
felt called to write this after following much of 
the debate in The United Methodist Church 
regarding sexuality, particularly in South 
Carolina. Redmond is a senior at Indiana 
Wesleyan University studying convergent 
journalism and Christian worship. She has 
previously been on the team at Camps and 
Retreat Ministries’ Asbury Hills summer 
camp and is passionate about the work of The 
United Methodist Church in South Carolina.

I did not grow up in the United Method-
ist denomination. I did, however, grow 
up in the church. And as a believer and 
someone who has followed the LGBTQ 

debate engulfing The United Method-
ist Church, my heart hurts for my fellow 
believers.

Regardless of which side you fall on, I see 
something I admire in each of you: a pas-
sion for your understanding of God’s truth, 
and a desire for the salvation of people.

Although our actions can sometimes be 
misguided, the underlying motive of biblical 
truth is what we should all strive for.

From what I have seen and experienced 
during my involvement with the UMC, 
this debate comes down to one simple, yet 
polarizing factor: either you see living as a 
member of the LGBTQ community as a sin 
or you do not.

Let me be clear—through my under-
standing of the Bible and long conversations 
with mature believers I trust, I have come 
to the understanding that identifying as a 
member of this community is not inherently 
sinful, but acting on it is. I believe that as 
any sin does, this acting on these tempta-
tions goes against God’s design and plan for 
humans.

And beyond that, I will admit that I do 
not fully understand the heart of God. No 
human on Earth, beyond Jesus, ever will.

But aren’t we all sinners? 
Doesn’t God desire the salvation of us 

all?
One thing I’ve come to understand is 

that, ultimately, the one thing I can control 
in life is my own actions and temptations.

I cannot control someone’s choice to live 
in a same-sex relationship, but I can control 
my choice to either love or hate that person.

I cannot force an individual to live as the 
gender they were born into, but I can turn 
them to or away from God’s love by the way 
I interact with them. 

A few months ago, I was studying the 
Book of Jonah and was struck with a realiza-
tion. In Jonah 4, we pick up directly after 
God has saved the Ninevites, and Jonah is 
not happy:

“But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, 
and he became angry. He prayed to 
the Lord, ‘Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when 
I was still at home? That is what I tried to 
forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that 
you are a gracious and compassionate God, 
slow to anger and abounding in love, a 
God who relents from sending calam-
ity. Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is 
better for me to die than to live.” (Jonah 
4:1-3).

Sound familiar?
You see, Jonah was uncomfortable. He 

hated the idea of a body of people different 
from him receiving the same salvation God 
had bestowed upon him.

The thing is, though, that we as humans 
might be uncomfortable with what we 
believe is another person’s sin. That’s why 
we don’t like to talk about this topic, right? 
Sexual sin is uncomfortable. 

However, God is not made uncomfort-
able by our sin. 

There is no hierarchy of sin based on 
how awkward it is to talk about; sin is sin. 
Therefore, we all deserve the same salvation 
regardless of the temptations we deal with.

But while we’re on the topic of rating 
sin, perhaps we should be more concerned 
with the division we are allowing this topic 
to bring to the Church than the individuals 
many have come to believe are causing it.

This issue is not specific to the UMC. 
Christians all over the world are being 
forced into a category based on where they 
fall in this debate.

So let us not be so blinded by the sin 
of others that we do not see the sin that is 
brewing within ourselves. If you want to pri-
oritize the plan of God, prioritize the unity 
of the Church.

And, in the unity of the Church is a com-
munity bonded by the repentance of sin, not 
the judgement and exclusion of sinners.

Guest Commentary
by Allison Redmond

Non-UM young adult reflects on UMC LGBTQ debate

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. John Culp (retired)

Holy ground

In the South Carolina United Methodist 
Conference there were many beautiful 
churches started in the 1800s. Their 
sanctuaries are filled with stained glass 

windows and cathedral ceilings reaching 
to the heavens. Such sanctuaries are not 
being built today. Instead we have storefront 
churches in strip malls.

Conference historian Dr. A.V. Huff said, 
“Clearly shifting demographics, church 
mergers and closures are going to be 
increasing issues facing our annual confer-
ence in this generation. Such challenges will 
become even more acute by the threatened 
divisions within The United Methodist 
Church as a whole.”

I was a student at University of South 
Carolina from 1963 to 1967 and attended 
Greene Street United Methodist Church. I 
went into ministry from Greene Street. The 
Rev. Murray Yarborough was my men-
tor there and nurtured my call into the 
ministry. Dr. Paul Harmon, former district 
superintendent, also attended Greene Street 
UMC. Huff grew up in Greene Street UMC 
and was recommended by Greene Street to 
preach. The mission statement of Greene 
Street UMC is to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ in the university community and 
beyond, spreading the joy of Jesus by wor-
ship, example, study and fellowship, for the 
transformation of the word.

Greene Street is an aging congregation, 
and there is a decline in attendance. For 
the past several years, attempts were made 
to reach the USC community. From 2005 
until 2012, the Rev. Brad Gray challenged 
the church members to reach the college 
students. The members said, “God has put 
us on this corner for a reason.” 

A relationship was established with the 
USC School of Music, and the church was 
made available for lessons and performanc-
es. Gray said, “What had been a thought—
‘God has us here for a reason’—came to 
fruition in a real and concrete kind of way.”

The Rev. David Anderson served Greene 
Street UMC from 2012-2017 and realized 
the possibilities there. He said, “There are 
approximately 9,000 to 10,000 students a 
day who pass by this facility. I personally 
have done the imposition of ashes to almost 
400 students on Ash Wednesday. This is a 
clear example of how the university is aware 
of the presence of United Methodists on 
campus.”

Since 1855, many people have made 
sacrifices to keep this church. The soul of 
Greene Street UMC belongs on the corner 
of Greene Street and Assembly Street, on a 
hill overlooking Columbia and USC. Thou-
sands of passersby see the beautiful steeple, 
the only cross and steeple on the USC cam-
pus. Greene Street UMC has a holy place 
in the center of the USC campus. What an 
opportunity for missions.

Regretfully, there are many churches 
that are being abandoned or closed because 
of lack of membership, deaths, changes in 

neighborhoods and lack of finances. There 
are no funds available from the South Caro-
lina United Methodist Conference to help 
Greene Street UMC.

However, compared to other churches in 
similar situations, Greene Street has a posi-
tive option. The Music School of USC would 
share church space with the congregation. 
The new mission of Greene Street UMC will 
be to provide music and joy. The university 
would give $300,000 to $500,000 to renovate 
the building. In turn, the church would be 
given to USC and the congregation would 
be able to worship there for 30-plus years. 

This is a win-win proposal for all 
involved. The university would be able to 
address a critical shortage in instructional 
space and recital space in the School of 
Music. The church would have a place of 
worship, continue to minister to the current 
congregation and provide a United Method-
ist presence on campus, and students would 
be nurtured.

Huff also wrote this: “In some cases we as 
United Methodists have been creative in the 
use of our property and church structures to 
continue the outreach of the Gospel; some-
times not. What has been most encouraging 
has been the adaptive use of what we own 
and what we have built in innovative ways. 

“The offer by the university is intrigu-
ing. What is envisioned at Greene Street is 
much like the use of Daniel Chapel at Fur-
man University where I served for most of 
my career. The same building was used for 
campus worship, special events and concerts 
by the Music Department. Such multi-use 
of the Greene Street church facilities is an 
exciting possibility of cooperation between 
church and university. The church building 
itself seems to cry out for performances of 
much classical music written for a church 
setting. 

“The church’s use of the facilities is lim-
ited only by the innovative ideas and hard 
work of folks committed to reaching com-
munity in Christ’s name in the 21st century. 
This is an opportunity for a new form of 
ministry in a new generation. I hope we will 
seize it.”

Dr. Cathy Jamieson, Columbia District 
superintendent, has said the district “is in 
the process of doing the Forward Focus 
with the church. This process is intended 
to help the church assess its current and 
future ministry priorities which is impor-
tant (and required by the Book of Discipline 
and District Church Building and Location 
Committee) before they can make any deci-
sions regarding participating with USC on 
property issues.”

In 1855, people of faith built this church. 
We have a moral responsibility and holy 
decision to keep this beautiful sanctuary 
safe and assure that it will survive into the 
future. 

Let us keep the altar of the Lord in this 
holy place and allow Greene Street United 
Methodist to continue into the future.

Leave A Legacy To Change Lives

The South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
P. O. Box 5087, Columbia, SC 29250-5087

scumf@bellsouth.net
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Editor’s note: September is Suicide Preven-
tion Month. The national suicide prevention 
helpline is 800-273-8255. 

News travels fast. Another life end-
ed by suicide. Those left behind 
struggle with understanding 
how the victim could take such a 

final step in their life path. The gatherings to 
celebrate the victims’ life are filled with posi-
tive words and support, while the underlying 
thought is the lack of understanding why the 
victim didn’t reach out for help, often think-
ing them selfish.

In 2017, 3,835 people committed suicide 
every day. One every 12 minutes. Men, ages 
45-54 are 3.5 times more likely to attempt it, 
which in 2017 means there were 1.4 million 
people so despondent they no longer wished 
to live. The CDC estimates double that many 
don’t report attempts. There are no reliable 
stats relating to religious affiliation, but men 
account for nearly three times more incidents 
than women. 

There are any number of reasons why 
people prefer death over precious life. Our 
fast-paced contentious living environment, 
which keeps people in direct conflict and 
competition with others, may produce peri-
ods of crushing trauma and stress. Chemi-
cal imbalances within the brain, caused by 
genetic issues or by creative chemistry, can 
cause an identity shift, so victims lose their 
grasp of who, what or why they are. Soci-
ety’s growing intolerance for weakness and 
personal responsibility promote feelings of 
Satan sponsored fear, depression, disconnec-
tion and helplessness by those who struggle. 
Adding to the problem is the victims’ fear of 
being labeled abnormal or sick by the herd, 
which causes them to suffer in silence behind 
a mask of happiness, until they feel the only 
solution is death. Unfortunately, the trend 
of rising numbers appears to be unabated, 
despite the $6.5 billion annual impact on our 
economy. 

If there can be any positive light on this 
subject, it might be that many of those who 
do not succeed become willing to tell their 
stories. They have returned from the edge, so 
to speak, having grasped one of the lifelines 
offered to them.

“I’ve known from a very early age that I 
was different. My parents, also suffering from 
depression and substance abuse, raised me in 
an unusual environment surrounded by the 
‘dregs’ of society,” says my wife, Cyndi. “I had 
a propensity for depression: thoughts of dy-
ing and a fascination with an all-consuming 
darkness. Family alcoholism, emotional and 
physical abuse and violence were contribut-
ing factors that molded my young personal-
ity. Often, I was forced to defend myself with 
words like, ‘I never asked to be born!’ Or, ‘I 
wish I was dead!’ I felt trapped. A loner in a 
never-ending world of despair.”

A young victim of sexual abuse, emo-
tional control, social separation and denial of 
treatment, the list of suicide attempts began 
to grow until she chose to isolate, rather than 
take lives. A degrading workplace added to 
the stress. Yet a new husband and a new life 
filled with positive things could not offset her 
internal chemical imbalance, no matter what 
well-meaning doctors tried to do. Alcohol 
use neutralized depression medication, lack 
of sleep allowed an overactive mind to run 
amuck with ideas of everything dark and 
dead. No one seemed to notice. 

“After 50 years of fighting, I put the gun to 
my head and searched for the courage to fire. 
My husband found me and, after contemplat-
ing a murder/suicide, I put my trust in him 
and God and finally accepted help. God, my 
husband and my pastor convinced me that 
life, no matter how hard, was better than 
death at Satan’s bidding. I chose to live.”

While this true story is continuing, it 
illustrates how every suicide has a root cause 
and victim who will hide the deep darkness 
from everyone until they accept help or die. 

Often overlooked, but most certainly 
affected by mental health and suicide, are 
those closest to the victim. Though statistics 
are scarce, I believe it would be conservative 
to say there are at least eight other people 
directly affected by the mental health and ac-
tions of a suicide victim. Except for a trusted 
friend or spouse, no one will ever know the 
depths of despair a victim suffers, nor the 
skills and methods they use to hide their 
troubles.

I was aware of my wife’s depression issue 
early on, but medication is a fact of life for 
everyone. Not expected was the extent selfish 
or predatory people went to in order to con-
trol my wife or blame her for not living up to 
their abusive requirements. It would take a 
book to describe all of the issues and factors 
that make the life story of my wife, Cyndi, 
beginning with parents who failed to teach 
her even the most basic of life skills.

Though she would become able to tell 
some of her story, and even reach out for 
professional help occasionally, the darkest 
demons lurked deep, where no one would 
see. The smart, warm and loving person I 
married was overtaken by the stress of loss, 
unfair judgment and unrelenting internal 
torment. Medications helped, and a renewal 
of her love for Christ made the prospect of 
peace finally seem possible. Until…

I knew things were off for several weeks. 
Her doctor was fine-tuning her medication, 
but the benefits were not materializing. We 
had a small spat earlier in the day, which 
seemed to trouble her a lot. When I came 
home from an errand she was not in the 
house, but her car was there. Then I noticed 
the empty holster, and I knew what would 
happen next was going to change our lives 
forever. 

I asked God what to do as I contemplated 
taking my own defensive weapon to search 
for her. His answer was crystal clear. “No. 
Have faith in me, and go find your wife.”

I found her in the woods a few yards from 
the house. She was crying, confused and 
afraid, and she held her gun to her head. As I 
tried to approach she pointed the gun at me 
and said she was going to take me with her. 
I put my trust in God and after a very scary 
10 minutes I convinced her to spare our lives 
and trust me. God was going to show us a 
path to peace. I later learned her doctor ad-
vised her to stop taking two of her depression 
meds cold turkey. The result very nearly cost 
two lives.

A year has gone by. With the help of God, 
a loving pastor and her determination to slay 
her demons for a better life, we were able to 
get her the professional help she needs. We 
now have a plan of care, a support team of 
friends and medical professionals and correct 
medication. While life for us will never be 
truly normal, or ever easy, it’s still life.

Statistics cannot reveal the depth of dam-
age done by the events or physical causes 
leading to suicide. There is always more 
than one victim, some the catalyst, some 
the unwilling participants. Recovery for all 
concerned requires a courageous decision to 
accept a changed life. 

Several times my life has been spared or 
redirected by circumstances I didn’t choose. 
Had I had a better relationship with God, 
perhaps some of them would have turned 
out different. Maybe not. But by making a 
conscious decision to give control to God, 
the peace I found in making the tough deci-
sions is remarkable. In God I trust.

Barnier is a member of St. Paul UMC, 
Ridgeland.

        View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Again?

Connect 
@advocatesc
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A few months ago, I wrote about 
Susanna Wesley, the mother of 
John Wesley and Charles Wesley. 
Some students of Methodism 

have referred to Susanna as the “Mother of 
Methodism” because of the influence she 
had on John, both as a boy and as a young 
clergyman. 

Susanna was not the only woman who 
was a part of John Wesley’s life or who 
had an influence on the early Methodist 
movement. However, from most accounts, 
John Wesley had several troubled personal 
relationships with women. 

While he was serving in Georgia, he fell 
in love with a young woman named Sophia 
Hopkey. According to one recent book on 
Wesley’s time in Georgia, the young priest 
admired Hopkey’s simple faith. But Wesley 
was torn between his desire to serve the 
people who he was sent to serve and his love 
for Sophy. He considered proposing mar-
riage, but never actually did. Sophy got tired 
of waiting and agreed to marry someone 
else. Following this, Wesley believed her 
devotion to her faith had fallen away and 
suggested she not take Communion. When 
she came to take Communion anyway, he 
refused to serve her, and that caused a scan-
dal in the Georgia colony. Hopkey’s uncle 
was the chief magistrate in Savannah, which 
meant Wesley may have offended the wrong 
family. Historian Geordan Hammond notes 
in his book “John Wesley in America” that 
Wesley had several close friendships with 
women in Georgia and that also caused 
some of his difficulties there. Following 
the incident with Sophia Hopkey, Wesley 
returned abruptly to England. 

After his Aldersgate experience, Wes-
ley began traveling throughout Britain to 
preach wherever he could, and he estab-
lished societies in various parts of the 
country. He developed friendships and 
mentorships in many places, often with 

women. One of those was Grace Murray, a 
widow who was a class leader in one of the 
societies. Charles did not think John should 
marry Grace, because he believed her to be 
beneath John in social status but also be-
cause he believed it would cause friction in 
the societies for him to marry one of his fol-
lowers. Grace ultimately married someone 
else, and Charles performed the ceremony.

Finally, in 1751, John Wesley married 
Mary Vazeille, a well-to-do widow with four 
children. However, he did not cease travel-
ing or corresponding with the women in the 
various Methodist societies, which caused 
friction. Molly, as she was known, had a 
temper, and she and John said plenty of 
not so nice things to and about each other. 
When he left for a tour of Ireland in 1758, 
Molly wrote that John said, “I hope I shall 
see your wicked face no more.” 

Finally, in 1771, she left him for good. 
In his diary, he wrote “For what cause I 
know not to this day, (my wife) set out for 
Newcastle purposing ‘never to return.’ I did 
not leave her: I did not send her away: I 
will not call her back.’” When Mary died in 
1781, he was not informed in time to attend 
her burial. 

Given the demands on his time placed by 
nurturing the growing Methodist move-
ment, John probably should never have 
married. But that’s not to say he disapproved 
of women serving in the church, for after 
some of his women class leaders began to 
cross the line into preaching and were able 
to justify it, he began to allow women to 
serve as lay preachers in the societies. Many 
clergy even today struggle with how to bal-
ance their ministry and their responsibilities 
to their families, and perhaps it’s good for all 
of us to recognize that there’s nothing new 
in that.  

Stone is archivist for the S.C. Conference 
and Wofford College. Read his blog at blogs.
wofford.edu/from_the_ archives.

From the Archives
by Dr. Phillip Stone

The women in John Wesley’s life

LYDIA—Wesley Chapel United Methodist 
Church dates from the late 1700s. Tradition 
holds that in 1789 a band of Methodists, 
inspired by Bishop Francis Asbury, estab-
lished a meeting house on the banks of 
Boggy Gully. The Gully Meeting House was 
the first Methodist society established in 
Darlington County. 

Beginning in 1802, the Gully was the site 
of annual camp meetings. These inspiration-
al camp meetings helped spread Methodism 
in Darlington County and firmly established 
the Gully’s place in history. 

In 1832 the church was deeded six acres 
of land by Jesse and John Clements Sr. a 
mile and a half down Boggy Gully from its 
original site. Here the congregation erected 
a “comfortable…frame building” known as 
Wesley Chapel. This structure served the 
church until 1857, when a new sanctuary 
was constructed. Camp meetings continued 
until interrupted by the Civil War. 

In 1873, the camp meeting was revived 
in an effort to rebound from the devastating 
effects the war and continued until 1887. 
During the first decade of the 1900s, the 
congregation decided to replace the 1857 
structure with a more substantial building. 
On Jan. 10, 1909, a dedication service was 
held with 600 people in attendance. This 
historic sanctuary continues to serve the 

congregation today. 
During the 20th century, Wesley Chapel 

remained at the center of the greater Lydia 
community. To accommodate the growing 
needs of its members, the church erected an 
educational building in 1951 and subse-
quently updated and remodeled the build-
ing. The church celebrated its bicentennial 
year in 1989 with a series of celebrations, 
which included visits by Bishop Joseph 
Bethea and U.S. Senator Strom Thurmond 
and the unveiling of a historical marker. 

Wesley Chapel continues to be an ac-
tive church. The United Methodist Youth 
Fellowship, the United Methodist Men 
and United Methodist Women, monthly 
family night suppers, sacred music by the 
choir, an active Sunday school program 
and good preaching each Sunday provide 
regular spiritual and social nourishment for 
members and visitors. Annual events such 
as the Easter sunrise service and breakfast, 
mission trips, the fall church bazaar and 
barbecue, the Christmas cantata, Christmas 
caroling and Christmas Eve communion 
services offer diverse worship and service 
opportunities. 

Today, well into its third century of 
ministry, the church holds fast to tradi-
tional spiritual values while ministering in a 
uniquely Wesley Chapel manner. 

Wesley Chapel celebrates 
230 years in ministry

Church marks 200 years
First UMC, Laurens, will mark its 200th anniversary Sunday, Oct. 20, with a dedication 
of a historical marker at 10:45 a.m., followed by worship service at 11. A catered lunch 
will follow. All are welcome.

GREENVILLE—John Wesley United Methodist Church will celebrate its 153rd anniversary 
with a special service Sunday, Sept. 29. 

The Rev. Telley Lynette Gadson, senior pastor and spiritual coach at St. Mark UMC, 
Taylor, will serve as guest speaker at the 11 a.m. service. 

Gadson is a graduate of the University of South Carolina. She received her Master of 
Divinity and certification in Black Church Studies from the Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University, Atlanta. She is an ordained elder in full connection in the South Carolina 
Annual Conference of the UMC. 

Following the anniversary service, a reception will be held at 12:30 p.m. in the church’s 
Fellowship Hall. 

John Wesley UMC is located in downtown Greenville at 100 E. Court St. For more 
information, call 864-232-6903 or 864-242-1008. The Rev. Charlie Thomas is pastor of John 
Wesley UMC.

John Wesley to mark 153 years 
with special service

Global Briefs

Duke students deny status for evangelical group
DURHAM, N.C.—Duke University’s student government has denied the Christian organi-
zation Young Life official status as a student group on campus, citing its policy on sexuality.

To fight racism, 3 churches reckon with past
WASHINGTON—Racial discrimination at Foundry United Methodist Church, a promi-
nent church in the U.S. capital, led two African-American congregations to break away in 
the 1800s. Now the three congregations, which include Asbury United Methodist and John 
Wesley AME Zion churches, are reconnecting.

UM News to host pre-General Conference briefing
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—United Methodist News will host a pre-General Conference news 
briefing Jan. 23-24 at the Omni Hotel in Nashville in preparation for the 2020 General Con-
ference. The briefing aims to help delegates, communicators, agency and annual conference 
staff and other interested parties prepare for the denomination’s legislative body when it 
meets in Minneapolis May 5-15.

Leadership in black church to be studied
DURHAM, N.C.—Duke Divinity School will launch a five-year multidisciplinary collabora-
tion that will bring scholars and pastoral leaders together to identify and develop models 
for strengthening leadership in the black church and beyond. The Rev. David Emmanuel 
Goatley, a research professor and director of the school’s Office of Black Church Studies, 
will lead the effort.

Swiss pastors launch ‘Save Our Food’
DAVOS, Switzerland—Two Swiss pastors turned a dream of stopping food waste into reality 
with the launch of “Save Our Food,” a project that picks up food about to be discarded—but 
still edible—from supermarkets and offers it free to the public.

Filipino bishops back church unity
MANILA, Philippines—The Philippines Central Conference College of Bishops signed 
a resolution “intensely” opposing dissolution of the UMC. The resolution recommended 
restructuring to allow for regional autonomy to deal with divisive issues like homosexuality.

Churches invited to unwrap Christmas
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—United Methodist Communications is launching its 2019 Unwrap 
Christmas event campaign, which is designed to help local churches offer meaningful 
places—such as cocoa stands and toy giveaways—for people to connect with one another 
throughout the Advent season. Churches can apply for event grants. A limited number of 
$300 grants also are available for customizable Advent invitation resources. 

First church in Africa becomes reconciling
MOHETO, Kenya—A United Methodist congregation in southwestern Kenya unanimously 
voted to work toward full equality of LGBTQ people in the life of the church.

African bishops oppose separation plans
MUTARE, Zimbabwe—Bishops in Africa have resolved not to support any proposed leg-
islation or plans that may result in a split or dissolution of the UMC. In a statement at the 
close of the Africa College of Bishops retreat Sept. 2-6, the bishops said the church would 
continue in Africa after the 2020 General Conference.

UMCOR starts efforts for Bahamas relief
ATLANTA—Methodists in the Bahamas are among those who will be helping to meet basic 
needs after Hurricane Dorian decimated Grand Bahama and Abaco Islands. The United 
Methodist Committee on Relief is partnering with them.

Groundbreaking chaplain for Africa University
MUTARE, Zimbabwe—The Rev. Maudy Muchanyereyi is the first female chaplain of Africa 
University, as well as a graduate of the United Methodist school. She’s found her initial 
months in the job to be an adventure that’s also enriching her Christian walk. 

Cholera concerns grow in East Congo
GOMA, Congo—While the World Health Organization has declared Congo’s Ebola out-
break a public health emergency, a cholera epidemic also is raising concerns in the North 
and South Kivu provinces. The United Methodist Church in East Congo has added cholera 
education to its public awareness campaign.

—Courtesy United Methodist News Service

The following are New Advent/Christmas 
studies in The Resource Center! Also, church 
musicians: we still have musicals available for 
your Christmas programs. Check the website 
for all titles with descriptions.

Almost Christmas (DVD2446CA=) 
Author: deVega, Magrey/Rawle, Matt/ 

Casperson, April/McIntyre, Ingrid. 4 sessions, 
10-12 min /2019. 

In John Wesley’s famous sermon, “The 
Almost Christian,” he encouraged people 
to follow Christ wholeheartedly. DeVega 
leads a group of authors in exploring how we 
can make the same commitment to Christ 
during Advent and connect our Wesleyan 
heritage with the traditional Advent themes 
of Love, Hope, Joy and Peace. Additional 
components include a DVD and a Leader 
Guide, as well as hymns by Charles Wesley, 
litanies for lighting the Advent wreath and 
prayers that can be incorporated into both 
worship and small group settings. CC. Adult. 

Light of the World (DVD2445CA=) 
Author: Levine, Amy-Jill. 4 sessions,  

9-13 min/2019. 
Author, professor and biblical scholar 

Amy-Jill Levine explores the biblical texts 
surrounding the story of the birth of Jesus. 
Join her as she traces the Christmas narrative 
through the stories of Zechariah and Eliza-
beth, Mary, the journey to Bethlehem, and 
the visit from the Magi. These stories open 
conversations around connections of the 
Gospel stories to the Old Testament, the role 
of women in first-century Jewish culture, 

the importance of Mary’s visitation and the 
implications of Mary’s Magnificat, the census 
and more. CC. Adult. 

The Case for Christmas: Investigating 
the Identity of the Child in the Manger 

(DVD2397CA=) 
Author: Strobel, Lee. 4 sessions  

20-22 min/2019. 
In “The Case for Christmas,” Lee Stro-

bel investigates the story of Jesus’ birth and 
reveals how we can know it is true. He exam-
ines the Bible’s claim that Jesus was born of 
a virgin, some of the “puzzles” we find in the 
Gospel that don’t seem to match up with the 
historical record and the great mystery of the 
incarnation —how Jesus could be both fully 
God and fully human. CC. Adult.

The Crippled Lamb/Alabaster’s Song 
(DVD2454CC) 

Author: Lucado, Max. 2 stories,  
24 min each/2001. 

“The Crippled Lamb” is based on Max 
Lucado’s story of Joshua, a little lame lamb 
who has a chance to honor the Christ child 
one starry night in Bethlehem. “Alabaster’s 
Song,” also by Lucado, is the story of an angel 
teaching a little boy that Christmas is not 
about the gifts under the tree, but about the 
gift of Jesus. Children. 

The South Carolina Conference Resource 
Center is your connection to DVDs and 
seasonal musicals. We are here to serve your 
church family. To reserve resources, call 888-
678-6272 or 803-786-9486, or visit www.
umcsc.org/resourcecenter.

       Resource Center
by Betty Stalnaker

New Advent/Christmas studies

Francis Burns hosts sixth year of Freedom School
Nearly 50 kids headed to Francis Burns UMC, Columbia, this summer for Freedom 
School. This is the sixth year the church has hosted the Children’s Defense Fund 
Freedom Schools® Program. The team consisted of six student leader interns, one ju-
nior student leader intern and 48 scholars who spent six weeks reading and discuss-
ing relevant literature to help their brains and souls stay engaged over the summer. 
Each day, members of the community came and shared books and knowledge with 
the scholars. Members of the church gave advice and encouragement. On Mondays 
and Wednesdays, the community participated in Freedom School Empowerment Ses-
sions, an opportunity to speak to the scholars about professions and provide life skills.
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Don’t wait til tomorrow, come join us today!

www.themanorseniorliving.com

The Manor is a full Continuing Care Retirement Community that offers Independent Living options
as well as Assisted Living and Dementia/Alzheimer’s care.

Start all of your tomorrows with The Manor!
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Rev. Herman Alexander Black
WOODRUFF—The 
Rev. Herman Alex-
ander Black, a local 
pastor of the South 
Carolina Confer-
ence of The United 
Methodist Church, 
died Sept. 9, 2019.

Rev. Black was 
the pastor of the 
Golightly-Taberna-
cle Charge at the time of his death. 

He had previously served the Gray Court 
Charge.

Funeral services were held Sept. 13 at 
Bramlett UMC with burial in the church 
cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Alex Black 
Memorial Fund for Scout Troops, Bramlett 
UMC, 2160 Bramlett Church Road, Gray 
Court, SC 29645.

Mr. Black is survived by his wife, Kim-
berly, and three sons.

Helen Willene Boggs
KANNAPOLIS, N.C.—Helen Willene 
Boggs, mother of Lori Madsen, died Sept. 
13, 2019. Mrs. Madsen is the wife of the Rev. 
Randy Madsen, a retired member of the 
South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held Nov. 18 at 
Whitley’s Funeral Home Chapel with burial 
in Carolina Memorial Park.

Memorials may be made to Memorial 
UMC, 1100 W. C St., Kannapolis, NC 28081.

Mrs. Boggs is survived by her two daugh-
ters and son.

Norean Chambers
MOBILE, Ala.—Norean Chambers, mother 
of Leticia Lee, died Sept. 2, 2019. Mrs. Lee is 
the wife of Dr. Reginald Lee, congregational 
specialist and pastor of Mount Zion United 
Methodist Church, Florence.

Funeral services were held Sept. 12 at 
Greater Mount Olive Missionary Baptist 
Church with burial in Gethsemane Cem-
etery.

Ms. Chambers is survived by her two 
daughters.

Rev. Clifford Russell Gilmer
GEORGETOWN—The Rev. Clifford Rus-
sell Gilmer, a retired member of the South 

Carolina Annual 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died Sept. 
7, 2019.

Prior to his 
retirement in 2003, 
Rev. Gilmer served 
the Arcadia, Stalls-
ville, Isle of Palms-
First, St. Andrews 
and Socastee charges. As a retired pastor, he 
served Ebenezer UMC, Hemingway.

A memorial service was held Sept. 14 at 
his home.

Rev. Gilmer is survived by his wife, Faye, 
two sons and daughter.

Minnie Glenn Guffee
CLEMSON—Minnie Glenn Guffee, mother 
of the Rev. Mike Guffee, died Aug. 29, 2019. 
Rev. Guffee is a retired member of the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church.

Funeral services were held Aug. 31 at 
Pendleton UMC, Pendleton.

Memorials may be made to Pendleton 
UMC Building Fund, 217 S. Broad St., 
Pendleton, SC 29670.

Mrs. Guffee is survived by her three sons.

Novyce Elaine Carter King
DUNCAN—Novyce Elaine Carter King, 
daughter of Bernice and the late Rev. Clif-
ford Carter, died July 22, 2019.

Funeral services were held July 24 at the 
Wood Mortuary with burial in West Wood 
Memorial Gardens.

Memorials may be made to Duncan 
United Methodist Church, 139 W. Main St., 
Duncan, SC 29334.

Mrs. King is survived by her daughter 
and son.

Rev. Alester Furman  
McKinney

GAFFNEY—The Rev. Alester Furman Mc 
Kinney, pastor of Trinity United Methodist 
Church, died Aug. 3, 2019.

Rev. McKinney served the Trinity-
Gethsemene Charge until 1995, when he 
was appointed as a retired supply pastor to 
Trinity UMC.

Funeral services were held Aug. 6 at 
Cherokee Avenue Baptist Church.

Memorials may be made to Trinity 

UMC, 115 Filter 
Plant Road, Gaff-
ney, SC 29340.

Rev. McKinney 
is survived by his 
wife, Utha Mitchem 
McKinney, and 
daughter.

Adoniran Gilfred McKnight
LAKE CITY—Adoniran Gilfred McKnight, 
brother of the Rev. Redonia M. Thomas, 
died Sept. 4, 2019. Rev. Thomas is the pastor 
of the South Greenville Charge, Greenville.

Funeral services were held Sept. 13 at 
Bethesda United Methodist Church with 
burial in Florence National Cemetery.

Mr. McKnight is survived by his wife, 
Pallie McKnight, two sons and daughter.

Rev. Jack Allen Poole Sr.
NORTH—The Rev. 
Jack Allen Poole Sr., 
a retired member of 
the South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died Aug. 
25, 2019.

Prior to his 
retirement in 2001, 
Rev. Poole served 
the Shiloh-Beulah, Orange Circuit, Olar 
Charge, Clinton, Olar and Calhoun charges. 

He served the Orange Circuit Charge 
and the Springfield Charge as a retired sup-
ply.

Funeral services were held Aug. 28 at 
Andrew Chapel UMC with burial in the 
church cemetery.

Memorials may be sent to Andrew 
Chapel UMC, 126 Kennerly Road, North, 
SC 29112.

Rev. Poole is survived by his wife, Jea-
nette Stabler Poole, two sons and daughter.

Saylor Ann Robinson
NORTH—Saylor Ann Robinson, grand-
daughter of Billy Robinson, died Aug. 28, 
2019. Mr. Robinson is the ERT coordinator 
for the South Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held Aug. 31 at 

North UMC with burial in Pen Branch 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to the Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of Charleston, 
81 Gadsden St., Charleston, SC 29401.

Miss Robinson is survived by her 
parents, big sister, maternal and paternal 
grandparents.

Kenneth Everette Scales
GREENSBORO, N.C.—Kenneth Everette 
Scales, brother of the Rev. Franklin R. Gar-
rett, died Aug. 26, 2019. Rev. Garrett is a 
retired member of the South Carolina Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church 
currently serving the Oswego Circuit 
Charge, Oswego.

Funeral services were held Sept. 4 at 
Wesley Chapel UMC, Reidsville, North  
Carolina, with burial in the church cem-
etery.

Lawrence Smith Jr.
MAYESVILLE—Lawrence Smith Jr., father 
of Selena Ruth Smith, died Aug. 31, 2019. 
Ms. Smith is a deaconess in the South Caro-
lina Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.

Funeral services were held Sept. 7 at St. 
Mark UMC with burial in the Mayesville 
Community Cemetery.

Mr. Smith is survived by his son and 
daughter.

Jimmy Ray Wood
CHARLESTON—Jimmy Ray Wood, father 
of the Rev. Michael Wood, died Sept. 13, 
2019. Rev. Wood is the pastor of Trinity 
United Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held Sept. 16 at 
Bethel UMC.

Memorials may be made to Trinity 
UMC, 273 Meeting St., Charleston, SC 
29401.

Mr. Wood is survived by his wife, Mary-
Ann Wood, and two sons.

Black
Gilmer

Poole

McKinney

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.

Obituaries

SPARTANBURG—The 16th annual Spartanburg District Yah-Yah Fun Day for older adults 
was held Aug. 7 with approximately 200 persons in attendance. 

After a welcome by the Rev. Will Harper, pastor of St. James United Methodist Church 
and the Rev. Cathy Mitchell, Spartanburg District superintendent, a devotional was given by 
Ruthie Neely. 

A songfest was led by Therlon Joyner, after which senior awards were presented by 
Bernice Lewis. Following the awards, Carey Leigh Phillips led the group in a time of senior 
exercises.

The Cap and the Collar (Rabbi Yossi Liebowitz and Dr. Paul Harmon) were the keynote 
entertainers. 

Other entertainment was provided by Arnold Childers and Friends of Union. 
The program ended with a blessing/benediction by the Rev. Annie Crocker, followed by 

a meal catered by Mutts Bar-B-Que of Greer. 

Spartanburg District holds 16th 
annual Yah-Yah Fun Day

The Cap 
and the Col-
lar (Dr. Paul 

Harmon, 
left, and 

Rabbi Yossi 
Liebowitz) 

were the 
keynote en-

tertainers. 

BETHUNE—On Aug. 23, Carroll King 
celebrated his 100th birthday. 

His family honored him with a celebra-
tion for his family and many friends at The 
Bethune Woman’s Club Aug. 25. 

King started in the forestry business in 
1946 and retired in 1990, but he certainly 
did not slow down. He continues to be ac-
tive in his church, the Bethune Lions Club 
and the Forestry Club; drives around town; 
and rides his four-wheeler in the woods. 
Many years ago, his medical doctor told 
him to “keep moving” and he attributes his 
longevity to that and the grace of God.

Other habits he developed many years 

ago was to drink only artesian water from 
a well in Lee County. He uses Wyler’s pink 
light lemonade, Land of Lakes butter and 
half ‘n half, and Maxwell House Instant Cof-
fee. Every morning he has sausage and eggs. 

He has been an avid sports fan all of his 
life and especially loves the USC Game-
cocks. 

He only recently discontinued going to 
games and is quite happy to watch them on 
TV in the comfort of his home.

His immediate family includes one 
daughter, two sons, one granddaughter and 
three grandsons. 

He thanks God for all of his blessings.

Courtesy of Sylvia S. Davis 
King is shown in front of Bethel UMC, Bethune, where he has been a member since he was 
2 years old.

Bethel member marks 100th birthday



September 
Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15)

Sept. 24-Oct. 31—Pumpkin Patch, Disciples 
UMC, Greenville, M-Sat.: 9 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Sun.: Noon to 7 p.m.

Sept. 27-29—United Methodist Deacons’ 
Gathering, Lake Junaluska, N.C.

Sept. 28—Rural Mission Banquet, Wesley 
UMC, Johns Island, 5 p.m.

Sept. 29—150th Anniversary Celebration, 
Silver Hill Memorial UMC, Spartan-
burg, 10 a.m. Bishop Holston, guest 
speaker.

Sept. 29—140th Anniversary Celebration, 
Hoods Chapel UMC, Bonneau, 11 
a.m.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1—Marriage Enrichment 
Retreat, Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://
www.lakejunaluska.com/marriage or 
800-222-4930.

October 
Hispanic Heritage Month (Sept. 15-Oct. 15)

Oct. 1-31—Pumpkin Patch, Carteret Street 
UMC, Beaufort, M-Sat.: 10 a.m.-7 
p.m.; Sun.: Noon-6 p.m.

Oct. 5—Annual Fall Bazaar, Salem UMC, 
Greenville, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Oct. 5—Third Annual Holiday Market, Lex-
ington UMC, Lexington, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Oct. 5— Blessing of the Animals, Wash-
ington Street UMC, Columbia, 10 
a.m.-Noon.

Oct. 6—World Communion Sunday (offer-
ing)

Oct. 6-11—Road Scholar Program: The 
Women of Appalachia: Traditions, Sto-
ries & Songs, Program #22829, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. Amy Ney, aney@
intentionalgrowthcenter.org or 800-
482-1442, ext. 384.

Oct. 7—Golf Tournament for Faith UMC, 
Lexington, Golden Hills Golf and 
Country Club, Lexington. www.faith-
lexington.org

Oct. 13—Homecoming Celebration, Bethle-
hem UMC, Hartsville, 11 a.m.

Oct. 13-15—Revival, Bethlehem UMC, 
Hartsville, 6 p.m.

Oct. 14—Columbus Day

Oct. 18-20—Children’s Sabbath

Oct. 18-20—Choir Music Weekend, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. http://www.lakeju-
naluska.com/choirmusic

Oct. 19—Annual Church Bazaar, Carteret 
Street UMC, Beaufort, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Oct. 20—Laity Sunday

Oct. 20—Children’s Sabbath

Oct. 20—230th Anniversary Celebration, 
Wesley Chapel UMC, Lydia.

Oct 20—200th Anniversary Celebration, 
First UMC, Lauren, 10:45 a.m.

Oct. 25-26—SCCUMW Annual Meeting, 
Buncombe Street UMC, Greenville

Oct. 26—Fall Bazaar, Disciples UMC, 
Greenville, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Oct. 26—18th Annual Fall Festival, Church 
of the Palms UMC, Okatie, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m.

Oct. 27-Nov. 1—Road Scholar Program: 
The Great Smoky Mountains Through 
the Photographer’s Lens, Program 
#22927, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.
org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

Oct. 27-Nov. 1—Road Scholar Program: 
Scottish and Cherokee Heritage 
and Music in Appalachia, Program 

#21338, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.
org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

Oct. 29-31—2019 Bishop’s School of 
Ministry, Sheraton Beach Convention 
Center Hotel, Myrtle Beach.

Oct. 31—Reformation Day

November 
Native American Heritage Month

Nov. 1—All Saints Day

Nov. 2—World Community Day

Nov. 2—Annual Church Bazaar and Turkey 
Dinner, Mill Creek UMC, Columbia, 
4:30-7:30 p.m.

Nov. 3—All Saints Sunday

Nov. 3—Advance Special Ministries Sunday 
(offering)

Nov. 3—Daylight Savings Time ends

Nov. 7—ONEday Leadership Conference, 
Chapin UMC, Chapin, $19.

Nov. 8-10—IGC Confirmation Retreat #7, 
Shackford Hall, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
http://intentionalgrowthcenter.org/
confirmation-retreat-weekends

Nov. 10—Greenwood District Safe Sanctu-

aries Training, Republican UMC, Plum 
Branch, 3 p.m. gwdist@umcsc.org or 
864-223-2650.

Nov. 10—Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday

Nov. 10-14—Outdoor Ministries Connection 
Great Gathering, Lake Junaluska. 
Facebook.com/omcgreatgathering

Nov. 11—Veterans Day

Nov. 11-13—Experience the World of the 
Bible I, Lake Junaluska, N.C. www.
lakejunaluska.com/experiencing-bible

Nov. 13-15— Experience the World of the 
Bible II, Lake Junaluska, N.C. www.
lakejunaluska.com/experiencing-bible

Nov. 18-21—SEJ Clergywomen’s Confer-
ence, Jacksonville, Fla. https://www.
unchartedconference2019.com/
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Classified Advertisements
To place your ad, contact Allison

at 888-678-6272 or atrussell@umcsc.org.

Classifed ads start at $19 per inch tall.
Website ads are also available

(www.advocatesc.org).

Deadlines are the 10th of the month
for the following month’s paper.

Church Furnishings

Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

Free eStImateS

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

management

NEW

Don’t miss an issue
(and help us save money):

Let us know your new address
when you move!

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Church Furnishings

Children’s Minister
Lexington United Methodist Church is seeking a new 
full-time Children’s Minister. The ideal candidate is 
a Christian disciple who is passionate about growing 
children’s faith, knowledgeable about child develop-
ment, equipped to communicate with others effective-
ly, and skilled at planning and coordinating curriculum 
and events. Any interested and qualified candidate 
should submit an updated resume with cover letter 
and references to Jenny Bumgarner, SPRC chairperson, 
at jjbumgarner@aol.com by October 10.

Open Positions

Send your stories to advocate@umcsc.org

Here’s my card

Here are Christian or Christian-run 
businesses seeking your patronage.
Want to advertise your business in 

this section?
Cost is $30/card.

Email advocatesales@umcsc.org or 
call Toni at 843-408-7879.

South Carolina Methodist

Conference Credit Union

 
4901 Colonial Drive

Auto Loans • Personal Loans •

Church Loans

http://www.scmccu.org

P.O. Box 11335

Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 691-0037

(803) 691-0201 (fax)

(800) 532-8814

Rex Wilson, President • Harry Metz, Jr. 

Donna Lollis • Rod Spangler

Zanae Stylesmorganstrawther@gmail.comMorgan Strawther,Liscensed Cosmetologist

Oct. 6
Obedient faith
Lesson Scripture: Hebrews 8:1-12
Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:1-

14; 5:1-21
Key Verse: Deuteronomy 4:2b, “Keep the 

commands of the Lord your God that 
I give you.”

Faith is believing in God. Faith is trusting 
in God. Faith is relying on God.

A necessary aspect of faith is obedience. If 
we believe in God, trust in God and rely on 
God we will try to live in a way that is pleas-
ing to God. The first step in that direction is 
the determination to “keep the command-
ments of the Lord.” Our guidance is found 
in God’s commandments throughout the 
Scriptures. 

We too easily fall into the error of treating 
the Old Testament laws lightly on the prem-
ise that we modern people are so much more 
intelligent than people who lived in biblical 
times. But we’re not let off the hook because 
we have harnessed electricity and invented 
the internal combustion engine and devel-
oped heavier-than-air flight and walked on 
the moon and discovered DNA, etc. We are 
just as culpable as the woman caught in adul-
tery to whom Jesus said, “I do not condemn 
you,” and then, “Go and sin no more.” God 
forgives our sins, but the reason God forgives 
us is so that we can try to do better! Having 
faith and striving to be obedient are just as 
essential today as in biblical times. 

Jesus said, “Until heaven and earth pass 
away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accom-
plished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches 
others to do the same, will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:18-19)

As you contemplate and discuss this les-
son it would be helpful to examine the ways 
in which you can be more diligent in your 
obedience to God’s law and God’s will for 
you. We must strive to be obedient, for it is 
an indispensable aspect of faith. 

Oct. 13
Active faith
Lesson Scripture: Proverbs 3:1-10
Background Scripture: 1 Kings 17:1-24
Key Verse: 1 Kings 17:16, “The jar of flour 

was not used up and the jug of oil did 
not run dry, in keeping with the word 
of the Lord spoken by Elijah.”

Our faith in God through Christ guides 
the way we live through the choices we make. 
Faith impacts the way we use our time. 
Faith informs us about the activities we are 
involved in. Faith exercises some control over 

our choice of reading material, television 
programs, movies we pay to see and every 
other aspect of our lives. 

Part of what that means is that faith 
enables us to risk ourselves—to take chances 
that, without faith, we would never consider. 
Faith enabled the widow of Zarephath to feed 
the prophet Elijah the last of her grain and oil 
because she believed God would provide (I 
Kings 17:13-15). And God did. Faith enabled 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to refuse 
to bow down to an idol because they believed 
God would protect them (Daniel 3:13-18). 
And God did. 

Faith led a poor widow to put in the offer-
ing box at the temple in Jerusalem the little 
she had (Mark 12:42-44) because she knew 
God would take care of her. She had no idea 
that what she had done was witnessed by 
Jesus who used her action as an example of 
true faith. 

And the list goes on and on and on, 
throughout the Bible and throughout history.

Of course, faith is not just about miracles. 
An active faith informs us daily in the choices 
we make, many of which are seemingly 
trivial. But when we are guided through faith 
by God’s Spirit, we have no way of know-
ing how far reaching the most trivial act of 
faith might become. In all of this we have to 
remember that we may never see the results 
of our acts of faith. We must simply trust that 
the things we do because of our faith will spill 
over in ways we could never imagine. 

Oct. 20
Humble faith
Lesson Scripture: James 5:13-18
Background Scripture: Luke 7:1-10
Key Verse: Luke 7:7, “I did not even consider 

myself worthy to come to you. But 
say the word, and my servant will be 
healed.”

In 1980 country music entertainer Mac 
Davis had a hit song with these words: “O 
Lord, it’s hard to be humble when you’re per-
fect in every way. I can’t wait to look in the 
mirror, ’cause I get better looking each day. 
To know me is to love me … ” etc. etc. We 
believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was 
the only human who was “perfect in every 
way.” Of course, if you’re perfect in every way 
you are also humble. Or, to put it another 
way, if you’re not humble you’re not perfect 
in every way.

Jesus said, “When you’re invited by 
someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, … but sit down at 
the lowest place” (Luke 14:8, 10). Jesus never 
assumed greatness for himself. He accepted 
even the cross and the grave. 

In every congregation to which I was ap-
pointed there were selfless, humble servants. 
They took care of things, from the kitchen 
dishes to the shrubbery around the fellow-
ship hall to the burned out light bulbs in the 
Sunday school classrooms. Upon arrival in 
each congregation it usually took a year be-
fore I knew who these humble servants were, 
and I often never discovered everything they 
did behind the scenes. 

Deep humility, the kind exhibited by 
Jesus, is not easy to find in our world. We 
emphasize worldly wealth and success well 
beyond their true value. Tonight, or next 
week, or next year, but inevitably, your life 
will be required of you. That means none of 
us is of greater intrinsic value than any others 
of us; a sobering thought!

C.S. Lewis once said, “I don’t believe my 
prayer changes God; but it changes me.” That 
is the approach we need to nurture in order 
to have a humble faith. 

 
Oct. 27
Grateful faith
Lesson Scripture: John 13:3-11
Background Scripture: Luke 7:36-50
Key Verse: Luke 7:38, “As she stood behind 

him at his feet weeping, she began to 

wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
wiped them with her hair, kissed them 
and poured perfume on them.”

I believe it was St. Teresa of Avila who 
wrote, “A saint is a sinner who keeps falling 
down and getting up again, falling down and 
getting up again, falling down and getting 
up again, all the way to heaven.” That is why 
our faith in Christ is infused with gratitude; 
because we cannot earn salvation. Salvation 
is given, not earned—given by a loving God. 

 In the 17th chapter of Luke’s Gospel 
beginning at Verse 12, we read about Jesus 
encountering 10 lepers as he entered a village. 
They begged him to heal them. Jesus simply 
told them to go and be examined by a priest, 
and their leprosy disappeared as they went. 
Only one of them, whom Luke identifies as a 
Samaritan, came back to thank Jesus. 

Is that us? Do we really see how blessed 
we are?

For years I have followed a simple for-
mula in my prayers. It is based on the word 
ACTS—Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiv-
ing, Supplication. Adoration can simply be 
the act of acknowledging God as the creator 
of the universe and the Lord of life. We all 
know what confession is, but too often we 
forget that the simple act of admitting that 
we have taken a few wrong turns is the only 
way to clear the air between the now and 
the eternal. Being grateful and giving thanks 
should be a constant conscious acknowledg-
ment that without the presence of God we 
simply would not exist. Only then, when we 
feel a deep gratitude that the Holy Spirit is 
present with and around us, should we place 
our requests before God. 

Every good thing we experience is a gift 
from God. Not because of who we are, but 
because of who God is. Our only proper 
response is gratitude. 

On faith

by Dr. Paul W. Harmon

October 27th
1-4 p.m.

Join Us for oysters, 
music, silent auction 

and more!

$25 per person*
Children 10

and under free

*Ticket price
includes food and 

beverage

For ticket info visit alstonwilkessociety.org

Editor’s note: We have recently learned that Cokesbury changed the Bible lessons many 
churches are using to a different book, but we were not aware of this ahead of time. This 
month’s and last month’s lessons, therefore, do not match up with Cokesbury’s. We are 
working to remedy this and will be back on track soon. 

Fall bazaar to help 
pay off church 
parsonage
Salem UMC, located on 2700 
White Horse Road, Greenville, 
is hosting its annual fall bazaar 
Saturday, Oct. 5, 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Twenty-eight vendors will 
be showcasing handmade holi-
day crafts and decor, original 
art, ceramics, stained glass, 
photography, woodworking, 
jewelry, collectibles and inspira-
tional gifts. A $1 raffle ticket of-
fers a chance to win a Clemson 
or Carolina afghan or $500 gift 
card tree. “Lying Ted’s BBQ” 
food truck and a car show will 
add to the day’s fun. Proceeds 
from this fundraiser will go the 
church’s parsonage pay-down. 
For more information, call 864-
269-1191 or 864-295-0832, or 
visit www.salem 
methodistchurch.org.

Helping men help 
others

On Oct. 21, S.C. United Methodist 
Men are being invited to participate in 
a nationwide “Give Day.” 

The day is designed to raise funds 
to help the men serve Jesus through a 
number of initiatives, including to ad-
dress root causes of domestic violence 
by providing Amending through Faith 
resources to men of all ages; challenge 
churches and provide them resources 
to minister to young people by estab-
lishing Cub Scout packs, Boy and Girl 
Scout troops, and Camp Fire groups; 
provide churches with a wealth of 
information and resources to help 
them reach unchurched men, and to 
provide spiritual-growth opportuni-
ties for church members; encour-
age men to serve as big brothers to 
boys whose fathers are incarcerated 
through the Amachi program of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters; provide materials 
and information that will enable men 
to participate in accountability groups 
similar to class meetings established 
by John Wesley; recruit and train 
people to serve as prayer partners to 
respond to prayers posted on the Up-
per Room Prayer Wall; and more. 

To help, text UMMen to 44321 or 
write to UMMen, P.O. Box 440515, 
Nashville, TN 37244-0515.



Page 24, October 2019   Advocate


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	OLE_LINK1
	OLE_LINK2
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_SG_21123e8f3c384fedb1242733e78a6124
	_SG_75faf113526a4f168adf3e879ead2468
	_SG_aa03d7768ca84832beafd4e1509be336
	_SG_fc2002593d93472aab4582ab527ddd2c
	_SG_40011c236ccb44fcb52ddefe163661a0
	_SG_0de45a2371bc4df4a666fd4ca1971475
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

