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Annual Conference 
  
 Hanging on to God’s promise 
 Overcoming adversity 
 Pursuing truth 
 Enduring patiently 
 
Bishop Holston began conference with this challenging     
sermon on HOPE. He    reminded us “If we allow God to work 
God will use us to make a difference in the world.” 
 
It was a conference where we elected delegates to the 2020 
General and Jurisdictional Conference. We elected 32 total 
with alternates. Dave Braddon, our lay leader at   Bethany, 
was elected as a lay delegate to General Conference. 
 
The conference was presented with a $16.8 million-dollar 
budget. This budget is a 1.1% decrease from past years.     
The delegates past this with minimal discussion. 
 
The more controversial issue at the conference was to sell 
Methodist Oakes in Orangeburg. This resolution came from 
their trustees with the support of the cabinet. The Oakes had 
been losing money for a long number of years. Efforts had 
been made to help but not successful. The current debt is 17 
million dollars. The trustees have a buyer who will     assume 
the debt and retain the institution for the purpose of a         
retirement facility.  However, they will operate as a for profit 
group. After much discussion the conference voted to       
proceed with the sale. 
 
I give thanksgiving that on the last day of conference the 
Bishop re-appointed Reverend Narcie Jeter and myself to 
serve as your ministerial leaders for the coming year. 
 
Martha and I have enjoyed serving among you and look     
forward to being in ministry together in the coming years. 
 
Blessings, 
Mitch 

2019 Bethany Beacon 
 The monthly newsletter for  

Bethany United  Methodist Church 
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We would like to extend our Christian        

Sympathies to the Family and Friends of : 
 
Diane Rodwell member of Bethany UMC 

Chancel Choir for the loss of her father      

Maurice E. Houghton who joined the Church              

Triumphant.  

 

Lee Smith at the loss of her husband  Albert E. 

Smith who joined the Church Triumphant on 

May 27, 2019. 

 

Ruth Ann Ivey for the Loss of her Husband, 

Lloyd Ivey who joined the Church Triumphant 

on June 15, 2019. 

July Preaching Schedule 
*Subject to Change* 

July 7th  -  
Spell—Rev. Jo Locklair 
8:45 Word and Table—Rev. Richard Hogue 
8:45 Traditional— Rev. TBA 
11:15 Traditional— Rev. TBA 
 
July 14th -  
Spell— Rev. Mark Barnes 
8:45—Word & Table  - Rev. Narcie Jeter 
8:45—Traditional  - Rev. Mitch Houston 
11:15— Traditional  - Rev. Mitch Houston 
 
July 21st -  
Spell—Rev. Mark Barnes 
8:45—Word & Table  - Rev. Narcie Jeter 
8:45—Traditional  - Rev. Mitch Houston 
11:15— Traditional  - Rev. Mitch Houston  
 
July 28th -  
Spell—Rev. Mark Barnes  
8:45—Word & Table  - Rev. Mitch Houston 
8:45—Traditional  - Rev. Narcie Jeter 
11:15— Traditional  - Rev. Narcie Jeter 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Ministry’s message of caring is simple, universal and enduring.  We care and 
want to bring comfort to those in need.  The ministry is active here at Bethany 
UMC. The simple act of giving a shawl enriches both the   
giver and the receiver.  If you would like to join the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry, please come to our meetings on the first 
Monday of each month in Room 119 at 2pm, or call Marge 
Veneziano @ 843-607-4519. Shawls are available if you 
would like one, or know someone who could use a “hug,”  
comfort, or prayer.  Recipients are not required to be      
Bethany Members. 

Bethany Quilters 
Our quilters quilt Tuesday’s 10-3.  Bring a bag 
lunch.  Should you quilt and want to join us any 
time between these hours, bring your needle, 
thimble and scissors and come enjoy some good 
fellowship. Our doors are also open to those who 
want to see the beautiful art of quilting!  

PLARNING MINISTRY 
The Plarning Ministry reaches out to the homeless community to bring  comfort 

and a little joy.  We make sleeping mats using ordinary plastic grocery bags.  

The bags are cut into loops and looped together to make plarn balls which can 

be crocheted into a 36 inch by 6-foot mat.  It prevents them from sleeping on 

the ground.  No need to know how to crochet.  We can 

teach you or you can help by cutting the bags and    

making the balls.  If you would like to join our  ministry, 

please come to one or both of our meetings.  We meet in 

room 122 every Monday from 10-12 and Wednesday 

evenings 6:15-7:15. If you have questions you may call 

Clara Stonner at (843) 509-2849.   

JUST A REMINDER THAT THERE ARE  

NO BNOW MEALS UNTIL FALL!! 
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Rivertown, Conway,  

June 15-22 

Rachel Carter 

Nick English 

Chris English 

Chris Sompayrac 

Charlie Sompayrac 

Sophie Sompayrac 

Nathan Eisele 

Wesley Eisele 

Martin Allison 

Ethan Allison 

Meredith Bassett 

Creekfront, Murrells Inlet,  

July 20-27 

Laura Jones 

Billy Jones 

Ethan Jones 

Aaron Jones 

Hayden Fulcher 

Rachel Parrish 

Rachel Carter 

Laurens,  

June 15-22 

Erin Slack 

Whitney Slack 

Emmie Rob Collier 

Camryn Wagnon 

Will Porter 

Jahnz Myers 

English Myers 

Please continue to keep the following youth and adults in your 

prayers this summer as they participate in Salkehatchie camps! 
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Bethany Happy Hearts  
Bethany Happy Hearts Luncheon – Friday, July 26th      

The next luncheon meeting of  Bethany Happy Hearts will be on Friday, 
July 26th at 12:00 noon in the Robert J. Howell Fellowship Hall.   

 
Our program will feature Bruce Orr presenting “Mysteries of  Folklore Around the             
Lowcountry.” He insists he is not a “Ghostbuster,” but he is determined to discover the mys-
teries of  folklore around the Lowcountry.  He retired in 2002 as a law enforcement officer and 
began his career as a author, investigating and researching through his organization, Lost in 
Legend.   
 
Have you ever noticed that the folklore surrounding a person, place, or event often             
overshadows the facts to the point that they are quite literally lost in legend?  Well, Bruce has 
used   historical research and various investigative methods to uncover and report the history 
behind haunting tales, the people behind the places, and the facts behind the folklore.  He has 
written several books. Six Miles to Charleston, remains a personal favorite of  his.  Six Miles 
provides an in-depth look at the facts behind the legend of  John and Lavinia Fisher, who were 
accused of  robbing and murdering their guests at an Inn outside of  Charleston in 
1819.  Bruce’s other titles include Haunted Summerville, SC,  Ghosts of  Berkeley County, SC, 
and maritime-themed The Ghosts of  the USS Yorktown - the Phantoms of  Patriots Point. In 
each of  his investigations, Bruce interviews witnesses, examines locations, delves into the    
archives, and he also manages to relate some entertaining experiences in the process.   
 
When he’s not investigating legends or writing books, Bruce is a Master Diver who has used 
his license and involvement with the Hobby License Program to help protect and preserve the 
vast maritime history of  our state. Bruce is a regular at Charleston Wing Night events,         
occasionally sporting a pirate-like eyepatch.  He has been on and under the water on several 
field projects as a volunteer diver and has participated in a number of  independent archaeo-
logical investigations on land and underwater. Bruce has also been a frequent participant in 
Artifact Identification Workshops and Field Training Courses.  Bruce deserves recognition for 
his fossil donations to the South Carolina State Museum as well. He recently recovered a fine      
example of  a prehistoric canine jaw while diving with his license, and graciously donated it to 
their paleontological collection.   Bruce's enthusiasm for maritime archaeology and            
participation in the Hobby Diver Program is admirable, and his dedication to teasing some  
incredible tall tales out of  the shadows with historical records is appreciated. 
 
Bethany Happy Hearts Luncheon is open to any adult regardless of  age that would like to    
attend, but reservations are required.  To make reservations for the July 26th luncheon, please 
call Linda Field (843-832-9925) or email her at fieldmw@hotmail.com by SUNDAY NIGHT, 
July 21st.  The menu will be Crispy Cod, Broccoli for Dessert with butter parmesan sauce,    
salad bar, rolls/butter, Creamy Mocha Dessert, and iced tea with lemon & water. 
 
 

Bethany Happy Hearts Games Day – Friday, July 12th        
“Bethany Happy Hearts Games Day” has been a success. We meet on the 2nd Friday of  each 
month at the church in Room 118 from 11:30 a.m. until ….  Bring a lunch and beverage, so we 
can eat together before we begin playing games.  We play several different games “Hand and 
Foot”, “RummyCube”, “Mexican Train”, “Pegs and Jokers”, “Skip-Bo”, and we have other 
games available, but if  you have a special game you would like to play, bring it with you.  
Don’t worry if  you don’t know how to play these games, someone will teach you.  The object 
is to have fun.  Everyone that enjoys playing card or board games is welcome to join us.  If  
you have questions, please call Bob or Bethann Erwin at 843-291-2892/843-291-1666.  Come 
join the fun. 

https://www.amazon.com/Six-Miles-Charleston-Lavinia-Fisher/dp/1609491173/ref=la_B004ANOKLS_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1477588130&sr=1-1
https://www.facebook.com/229531977110526/photos/a.1173710679359313.1073741848.229531977110526/1173723612691353/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/229531977110526/photos/a.1173710679359313.1073741848.229531977110526/1173723612691353/?type=3&theater
mailto:fieldmw@hotmail.com
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Music Ministries 
July 7  IV Sunday after Pentecost – 1

st
 Sunday of Camp Meeting 

8:45 and 11:15 

Prelude: Michael Lopez, organ, “O, When Shall I See Jesus” arr. Don Hustad 

Offertory: Michael Lopez, organ, “Just As I Am”, arr. Gordon Young 

Anthem: Shelby Krallman, mezzo soprano “My Lord, What a Morning” arr. Mark Hayes 

Postlude: Michael Lopez, organ, “Recessional in C” John Behnke 

  

July 14 V Sunday after Pentecost – 2
nd

 Sunday Camp Meeting 
8:45 and 11:15 

Prelude: Michael Lopez, piano “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” arr. Marvin Gaspard 

Offertory: Michael Lopez, organ “I Surrender All” arr. Marianne Kim 

Anthem: Lindsey Webb, soprano “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” Traditional American Song 

arr. Richard Walters 

Postlude: Michael Lopez, piano “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” arr. Lani Smith 

  

July 21 VI Sunday after Pentecost– 3
rd

 Sunday Camp Meeting 
8:00 AM Spell Chapel 

Offertory: Jacquie Jones, guest pianist 

 

8:45 and 11:15 

Prelude: Michael Lopez, organ “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” arr. Lloyd Larson 

Offertory: Michael Lopez, piano, “Deep River” arr. Marianne Kim  

Anthem: Diane Rodwell, contralto “I Will Pilot Thee” arr. Eleanor Whitsett 

Postlude: Michael Lopez, piano, “Victory in Jesus” arr. Marylin Arison 

 

July 28 VII Sunday after Pentecost – Sunday 4
th

 Camp Meeting 
8:45 and 11:15 

Prelude: Michael Lopez, organ “Blessed Assurance” arr. Dan Miller 

Offertory: Michael Lopez, organ “Wonderful Words of Life” arr. Marylin Arison 

Anthem: Quinton Busch, baritone, “My Good Lord’s Done Been Here” arr. Moses Hogan 

Postlude: Michael Lopez, organ “When We All Get to Heaven” arr. Marylin Arison 
 

Stephen Ministry 
Formal commissioning of the newest class of Stephen Ministers took place on June 2 in 

the  8:45 am Traditional Service with Rev. Mitch Houston leading.   The following Tuesday, 

June 4, the group of 7 was welcomed. The students who are now ready to step into car-

ing roles are : Jill Ferguson, Sandy Hager, Doug Hammond, Timothy Shepherd, Lee Shiller, 

Barbara Stevens-Wyndham and Janice Walker.  

 

Bethany members may request or refer the gift of a Stephen 

Minister who  “walks alongside” and talks with anyone dealing 

with a life burden or crisis.  Please contact one of these leaders 

for a confidential conversation to learn how a Stephen Minister 

could help:   Carmie Wagaman - 843-414-7026 ; Denis Tsukalas - 

843-871-0381 or Mary Kay Wrenn - 843-323-2130.  
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KidsCare News: 
Bethany KidsCare Summer Camp 2019 is now in full 

swing!  We are hard at work, trying to stay busy on 

some rainy days to kick off our summer; but we are 

looking forward to so many fun days ahead!  Please 

pray for our safety as we travel and pray  that we 

can give these children a real hunger for our Lord!  
 
We are so happy with our Camp shirts and are thankful to Fancy Trimmins for the 

great design help!  As we represent Bethany UMC we hope that we inspire eve-

ryone who sees us to seek Him and to serve Him!   
 
This summer we have added some Club Days to our camp schedule.  We are 

teaching a cooking club (with a little help from Chef Cindy) and a Fitness Club 

that will get the kids in great shape!  We offer a Music/Drama Club and a Service 

Club.  We pray that in teaching these camps we can all learn to Glorify God in 

all aspects of our lives.   
 
Thanks to Bethany UMC for allowing us the opportunity to work and serve in a 

church that is training up another generation in the way they should go! Proverbs 

22:6. Call us if you are looking for the most fun Summer Camp in Summerville!            

(843)873-1230 ext 36 

If you haven’t had a chance to take a look in the CDC, take a moment 

to have a peak! Every classroom and the halls have been transformed 

with new paint. It looks so fresh and inviting and ready to welcome our 

students next month! Special thanks to one of our CDC dads, Gustavo 

Aradillis, for doing such a marvelous job of painting it all. 
 
If your children have outgrown their interest in playing with their 

Legos we would be happy to take them off your hands! Lego donations 

may be dropped off at the CDC office and will be gratefully accepted 

with a smile. 
 

We still have a few openings in our toddler, 3’s and kindergarten   

classes. If you or someone you know is interesting in joining our     

program, please contact venglert@bethany-umc.com or call us at    

843-821-1946. 

News from The CDC 

mailto:venglert@bethany-umc.com
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Hands of Christ  

Back to School Supply  

National Ministry 
 

Dear Fellow Members of Bethany UMC, 
Bethany UMC has participated in the national Hands-of-Christ Back-to-School-
Supply Ministry through Local Missions for the last 16 years. So far, we have 
provided essential school items to over 13,000 children.  With your generous 
help, we again hope to donate this year crucial learning materials to over 3,000 
Dorchester County youth. 
 
As a teacher within DD2, I know that most of our schools have a poverty rate of 
40-60%, while DD4 schools have close to a 90% poverty rate.  I witness the 
needs of our children on a daily basis.  By acting as the hands of Christ in our 
local community, you can make a significant difference in the lives of these   
children.   
 
Our list includes items needed for middle school (two and three-inch binders, 
packs of papers, pens and subject dividers) and for elementary students 
(scissors, folders, crayons, markers, colored pencils, glue sticks and expo 
markers).  Both middle and elementary levels requested index cards,           
composition notebooks, spiral notebooks and pencils.  
 
The average cost per child for the requested school supplies collected by Local 
Missions is around $45-$50. This year Local Missions is setting a goal to collect 
$13,000 in contributions both monetary and material by July 28

th
. A list of the 

needed supplies will soon be distributed through the various Bethany media. 
You may purchase supplies and leave them at designated spots at Bethany or 
you may make a monetary contribution, with your check or church envelope 
designated for ‘Hands of Christ.’ With the monetary gifts we plan to purchase 
supplies at the Summerville Staples since over several years, through their   
generosity, we have been able to donate well above what the actual monetary 
contributions of our congregation alone would have provided. The management 
of the Summerville Staples store has worked miracles by stretching our budget, 
thus allowing us to help students succeed.   
 
We earnestly seek your prayers and continued support for this important       
ministry to our local children.   
 
Sincerely, 
Alene Wilkins 
Local Missions Team Member 
Coordinator: Hands-of-Christ Back-to-School-Supply Ministry 
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Room Request 
If you have a standing room reservation, please submit your           
request  for the fall 2019—Spring 2020 by visiting our website at  
www.bethany-umc.com or contact Ann Gill at   
agill@bethany-umc.com  

The Dog Days of Summer have certainly arrived…. The sun and 
oppressive heat of late May has been met by the seemingly     
constant rain storms of early June. With that being said, we are 
right in the midst of our exciting camp season. Coach Kurt James 
and staff were here at Bethany from June 10-14th we had a great 
week the kids learned a lot about basketball and had a blast. We 
will be hosting Volleyball Camp June 24th-30th and there is still 
time to sign-up for Coach Greg Elliot and David Long’s Greenwave      
Basketball Camp being held from July 8-12th. Cost is $150.00, you 
can register on our website at www.bethanygym.sportssignup.com  
Our Spring Adult Volleyball league was a great success with well 
over 100 participants. We have two divisions that play, Recreation 
and Power. In the Recreation Division Second Wind, were both our 
regular season winners and tournament Champions. On the   
Power Side, Pounce House continued a pretty dominant streak 
again winning both the regular season and tournament titles. The 
final match went three games with Pounce House outlasting Six 
Pack. It was a great season of competition, and Christian           
fellowship.   
Our summer power volleyball season is well underway. We also 
host Open Volleyball here at Bethany on Tuesday and Sunday 
nights, cost is $5 and play is from 8-10.     
Please be on the lookout for a survey that you should have         

received. We are always looking for more and better ways to serve 

our Church family and I hope this survey will give every member 

an opportunity to let us know what type of programs they would 

like us to offer.     

Leisure Ministries 

http://www.bethany-umc.com
mailto:agill@bethany-umc.com
http://www.bethanygym.sportssignup.com
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Children’s Ministries 
The rockets have launched and the Voyagers are off on their journey.  What a week it 

was!  Bethany’s doors opened to almost 500 children, half of whom are not Bethany 

members.  What a great way to reach out to our community.  God’s hand was in         

everything we did, and we give Him all of the glory! 

We cannot begin to thank all of the volunteers who helped to bring the Word of God to 

these precious children.  Over 100 adults and teens worked each day to make it special 

for the children.  Every single act of service was vital to the success of the ministry, and 

we could not have done it without all of you. 

The children arrived each day ready to sing, enjoy tasty treats, play games, create   

beautiful projects and learn the good news of Jesus.  The sight of the Fellowship Hall 

filled with children singing of God’s love was one that we will not soon forget.  Check 

out the Children’s Ministries Facebook page to see pictures from the week. 

During Mission Time, the Voyagers learned about Epworth Children’s Home and how 

they serve families in our community.  The elementary kids made blessing beads that 

can be attached to backpacks.  These will be given to every child that Epworth helps. 

Our preschool and 5th/6th graders packed food bags for local school food pantries, then 

the 5th & 6th  graders delivered them to Gregg Middle School. While there, they helped 

with a couple of school projects.   

Crafts were super fun – the Voyagers made space journals, a Jesus is the light switch, 

out of this world canvas art and a suncatcher.   They were all so cute and the kids loved 

making them. 

Recreation is always a highlight of VBS!  They went on a Mission to Mars, took some 

Bold Steps, cleaned up an asteroid mess and enjoyed running and getting some energy 

out.  The gym was full of excitement. 

Science time was cool.  A science experiment made a galaxy in a bottle, and created a 

Mars volcano! 

Of course snack time was a favorite.  Voyagers had pizza rolls, cookies, ice cream…YUM!  

And thanks to everyone who brought in snacks for our volunteers.   They truly enjoyed 

it all.   

Music time was fun and energetic.  Learning the theme song is always exciting, and the 

Voyagers also learned several other songs that went with the Bible stories.   

The classroom teachers and assistants did a fabulous job teaching the stories each day 

and leading activities.  We are blessed to have such dedicated and wonderful people to 

lead our children.  We absolutely couldn’t do what we do without our Teen Helpers.  

They really helped out in all areas and the kids loved having them in their classes. 

And we cannot put VBS to rest without thanking Caroline McInnis our director this year.  

She worked tirelessly for many months getting things in order, planning missions,     

training teachers and more.  We are forever grateful to her for all of her hard work. 



11  

11  

Trustees Corner: 
Bethany is adding a level of security for our people. The 
Trustees have voted to have a security presence on      
Sundays during worship hours. Therefore, from 9-1 we will 
have an off duty Summerville police officer on our      
premises. 
This in no way is a reaction to any problems we have had.          
Instead we are being proactive in the safety of our        
congregation. 

Children’s Sunday School 
This summer our 1st through 5th graders are staying in one large group the entire time of  

Sunday School.  They are dropped off and picked up in room 214.  Please make sure to 

sign children in and out.  We are using the Deep Blue curriculum and learning about     

Jesus’s teachings and the stories He told.  Kindergarten will stay in room 244 and       

preschool will stay in room 102. 
 
We are already preparing for Promotion Sunday, August 19, when all children will move 
up a class to their new grade level.  It is at this time that teachers commit to working for 
a year in Children’s Sunday School.  We are looking for dedicated and enthusiastic      
volunteers to help lead our children each week.  Do you feel called to shepherd a child?  
Do you love the Lord and want to share it?  If so, we would love to have you join our 
team of Sunday School teachers.  Rotating schedules are available and the curriculum is 
dynamic and relevant.  Contact the Children’s Ministries office at                              
smitchum@bethany-umc.com or evick@bethany-umc.com to join the team. 

mailto:smitchum@bethany-umc.com
mailto:evick@bethany-umc.com
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Bethany Beacon is published monthly by Bethany United Methodist Church.  

Articles, story ideas, questions, comments, news or photos may be sent to the  

Communications Team at communications@bethany-umc.com  

Please email your address changes or if you would like to be removed from the  

Bethany Beacon Newsletter mailing list. 

Upcoming deadlines: Submissions are due the 15th of each month  

www.bethany-umc.com 

www.bethanygym.com 

bethanygym.com facebook.com/Bethany Summerville, SC  

twitter.com/BethanyUMC  

Instagram/@umcbethany 

Office Hours:  

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 AM. to 5 P.M.,  

Friday  8:30 A.M. to Noon,  

Church Office: 843.873.1230  

Office Fax: 843.873.1937  

Gym Office: 843.873.7261,   

Child Dev. Center: 843.821.1946  

Emergency Number: If you have an emergency for which you need pastoral care at  

night, on weekends, or holidays, call 843.425.1069. 


