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By Jessica Brodie
South Carolina’s bishop is calling for 

dialogue and a commitment to shared 
unity and mission after The United 
Methodist Church’s top court handed 
down a much-anticipated ruling on the 
denomination’s newly approved Tradi-
tional Plan.

The UMC’s Judicial Council ruled 
that while seven of the provisions of the 
Traditional Plan are unconstitutional 
and invalid, the rest of the plan passed 
muster and is therefore valid as church 
law. It also ruled the disaffiliation peti-
tion, permitting the “gracious exit” of a 
local church, is constitutional. The deci-
sions, 1378 and 1379, came at the end of 
the court’s April 23-26 meeting, held in 
Evanston, Illinois (read them in full at 
www.umc.org/decisions).

The Traditional Plan passed by a vote 
of 438 to 384 at a special called session 
of the UMC’s General Conference, held 
in St. Louis in February to help the de-
nomination move ahead in unity despite 
differences regarding sexuality. This 
means current statements about  

Three petitions up, no resolutions
Nelson said there are no resolutions up for consideration at this year’s 

Annual Conference. 
This is a striking difference from past conferences, as at least for the 

past decade, the body has considered several resolutions on social issues 
and other matters. 

However, there are three proposed petitions to General Conference in 
pre-conference materials: 

AC2019 to vote on three petitions, elect 32 delegates
By Jessica Brodie
GREENVILLE—Just over a month remains until 
2,000 South Carolina United Methodists gather 
for Annual Conference, ready to elect delegates 
to General Conference, consider three major 
denominational petitions, pass a budget for min-
istry efforts in this state and more.

But while much time will be devoted to the 

business matters up for consideration, Confer-
ence Secretary the Rev. Ken Nelson is praying 
people will focus most on the two UMCSC mis-
sion initiatives: to provide food and household 
items for Native American elderly and other 
people in poverty.  

“Above all, we’re focusing on ways we can be 
engaging in mission and making disciples,” Nel-

son said, lifting up the theme of this year’s event, 
which is A Future with Hope: Seeking a More 
Excellent Way. “That’s where the action is really 
happening—in the life of the local congregation.” 

Here’s the latest on what you need to know 
about this summer’s Annual Conference, set 
for June 2-6 at the TD Convention Center in 
Greenville.

Lay and clergy delegates nominated 
This year, Annual Conference members will elect 16 delegates to the 

UMC’s 2020 General Conference and an additional 16 delegates to the 
2020 Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, plus alternates.

Half of the delegates will be clergy and half will be laity, each elected 
from a pool of eligible people who have expressed a desire to be consid-
ered as a delegate. 

There are 35 lay nominees, each selected through their district or ap-

By Jessica Brodie
EASLEY—When it comes to mental illness, 
the church has a job to do—one modeled by 
Jesus and carried out in the love, resources, 

support and programs 
That was the key message lifted up at 

a district-wide mental health conference 
March 30 at Bethesda United Methodist 

Church. Called “There Is No Health Without 
Mental Health: The Role of the Church in 
Addressing Mental Illness,” the conference 
was sponsored by Anderson District and Dis-

trict Connectional Ministries and featured 
a full day of awareness, education and other 

‘You are not alone’
Mental health conference Anderson District empowers churches to step up and help

Helping our
brothers in need

By Jessica Brodie
ROCK HILL—Homeless men in one corner of South Carolina now 
have a place to stay year-round thanks to a group of United Meth-
odists.

Since 2007, Bethel United Methodist Church has offered its 
facility as a safe and warm place for homeless men to stay during 
the coldest months of the year, mid-November to April 1. Called the 
Men’s Warming Center, Bethel’s shelter provides meals seven days a 
week, showers, underwear and socks, Christian fellowship and other 
things the men might need.

But a pointed question from one of their men became a catalyst 
for what God was steering them to do. 

Now, as of April 1, the warming center is open all year. 
“It’s taken off,” said Richard Murr, warming center committee 

chair. “Sometimes we’re just moved to tears about what’s happened. 
It’s just overwhelming.”

Murr and Bethel’s pastor, the Rev. Emily Sutton, said they’d heard 
talk for some time about the need for a year-round shelter in Rock 
Hill, but for whatever reason, talk never progressed. 

Then, in December, Murr had what he calls a life-changing con-
versation with one of their regular guests at the shelter, a blind man 
who used a walker.

“He asked me point blank, ‘Why don’t you do this year-round?’ 

Rock Hill warming center 
becomes year-round

shelter for homeless men

See “Warming Center,” Page 9
Photo courtesy of Richard Murr

As of April 1, the warming center at Bethel UMC is open all year. 

Judicial 
Council rules 

core of 
Traditional

Plan is 
constitutional

See “Mental Health,” Page 14

See “AC2019: Petitions,” Page 11See “AC2019: Delegates,” Page 11

See “Judicial Council,” Page 9
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By Jessica Brodie
As United Methodists continue to wrestle 

with what happened at General Conference 
2019 and how to be God’s church from here, 
districts across South Carolina are gathering 
in groups large and small to dialogue about 
the denomination, sexuality and how to be in 
purposeful mission during uncertain times. 
Pastors also have been gathering on the confer-
ence level for dialogue, and United Methodist 
pastors from across South Carolina were invited 
to a post-GC2019 plenary April 25 led by Dr. 
Elaine Heath, author and former dean of Duke 
Divinity School, who spoke on how clergy can 
effectively and missionally lead in the midst of 
such turmoil and uncertainty.

At General Conference, Feb. 23-26, del-
egates passed the Traditional Plan in a close 
vote, 438 to 384. This means current statements 
about homosexuality in The United Methodist 
Church’s 2016 Book of Discipline have essen-
tially not changed. 

The Traditional Plan retains restrictions 
against “self-avowed, practicing homosexual” 
clergy and against officiating at or hosting 
same-sex marriage ceremonies. It also requires 
stricter enforcement for violations of church 
law. However, delegates requested that the 
UMC’s top court, the Judicial Council, review 
the constitutionality of the Traditional Plan at 
its meeting in late April (see related story, Page 
1). It has ruled twice earlier that parts of the 
Traditional Plan were unconstitutional.

Many in the church are feeling a great deal of 
turmoil over the gathering and its consequences 
regardless of whether they agree with the deci-
sions at GC2019. The dialogues are designed to 
help people continue to do mission as a church 
in spite of this.

Embracing trauma-informed leadership
At Clergy Orders April 25, Heath offered 

pastors information about “trauma-informed 
leadership” for the church, which is leadership 
that understands and acknowledges hurt and 
pain and focuses on sharing God’s love in a 
broken world. She said many people have been 
impacted by trauma, whatever form that might 
take, whether exclusion, abuse or other hurtful 
things. 

“You are surrounded with people who’ve ex-
perienced harm right in this room,” Heath said, 
noting that one of three women and one in five 
or six men are sexually abused by time they are 
18. “Many do not report this because of shame 
and a fear of not being believed.”

Part of helping lead in the midst of trauma 
and uncertainty is acquiring and then modeling 
inner peace, she said. Another key part is com-
mitting to a life of spiritual discernment. Heath 
suggested there were four steps to leading such 
a life: show up, pay attention, cooperate with 
God and, finally, release the outcome of our 
obedience, which Heath said is the hardest part. 
It requires giving up control and having faith 

that God will prevail. 
But, she said, “When we live this way, when 

say yes to God and release the outcome … we 
will find Jesus-like things happening in our life 
from now on.” 

She offered several resources to help people 
lead through trauma, including “Right Here 
Right Now,” “Five Means of Grace,” “Choose 
Life” and more.

Clergy and laity dialogue in districts
Districts, too, are holding services, dialogue 

and other gatherings both for clergy and for 
laity. 

Not all the districts have held gatherings, 
such as the Marion District, which decided it 
would be more helpful to hold theirs after the 
United Methodist Judicial Council meets.

But others have been gathering, such as the 
Greenwood District, which held two sessions of 
post-GC2019 prayer, information and conver-
sations, both at St. Paul UMC, Saluda. The first, 
Sunday afternoon, March 17, was a service of 
worship focusing on prayer for South Carolina 
delegates and Bishop Jonathan Holston for the 
upcoming annual conference and for unity and 
peace within the UMC, said the Rev. Bruce 
Sayre, convenor of Greenwood District Con-
nectional Ministries.

The second gathering was A Way Forward 
Worship Service April 7, also centered on 
worship. The service opened with prayers of 
confession, intercession and petition based on 
Leslie Weatherhead’s “House of Prayer” and 
verses from Howard Thurman’s “Meditations of 
the Heart” and followed with Holston’s post-GC 
statement. The Rev. Ken Nelson, conference 
secretary and a clergy delegate at GC2019, 
presented the Traditional Plan as approved and 
offered some suggestions as to what the ramifi-
cations may be. Dr. Stephen Love, Greenwood 
District superintendent, led all in Holy Com-
munion with a Eucharistic prayer expressed 
in verses from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, 
which emphasize oneness in the Lord and one-
ness in the church.

In addition, Tony Watson, the Greenwood 
District lay leader, sent a letter to all congrega-
tions and pastors in the district urging them 
to use the aftermath of GC2019 as a time to 
examine beliefs and also to read Bishop Ken-
neth Carder’s book, “The United Methodist 
Way, Living Our Beliefs,” as well as the UMC’s 

Book of Discipline. Watson offered to lead a 
session on United Methodist beliefs for any 
church—whether in the Greenwood District 
or elsewhere in South Carolina—that desires 
deeper education on this.

“Regardless of where you stand on the issue, 
this can be opportunity for becoming stronger 
Christians,” Watson said. “While God’s church 
will prevail, it is up to every group to, as Isaiah 
said, ‘Look to the rock from which you were 
hewn’ (Isaiah 51:1). This verb, ‘look,’ may mean 
more than just a glance or something to be 
observed like a beautiful landscape or sunset. 
It may mean to examine, to explore, to look for 
the source of what sustains.”

In the Columbia District, District Superin-
tendent Dr. Cathy Jamieson said she is choosing 
not to do a large district-wide gathering, as she 
feels smaller group or one-on-one conversation 
would be more fruitful and feasible. She is also 
in conversation with Columbia District Lay 
Leader Betty Void to plan a couple of other op-
tions, including a district-wide Conflict Resolu-
tion training for clergy and laity and a meeting 
with lay servants, lay leaders and council chairs 
to hear their ideas, concerns and needs regard-
ing the outcome of GC 2019.

Jamieson encouraged all pastors in the dis-
trict to attend the spring Clergy Orders session, 
which was held April 25 in Chapin and focus-
ing on the outcome of GC2019. She also has 
made herself available for “coffee chats” with 
her district’s pastors on several dates in April 
and May, as well as private meetings to process, 
vent and pray with her regarding GC 2019.

Not just in South Carolina
South Carolina’s efforts are similar to others 

being held throughout the denomination. Many 
annual conferences and local districts have held 
gatherings, dialogues and prayer services in the 
aftermath of GC2019. Likewise, in a statement 
read before the board at their April meeting, 
leaders of the UMC’s Connectional Table—
which works to steward the mission, vision 
and ministries of the UMC—acknowledged 
the need for denomination-wide conversations 
to find a path toward sustainable peace in the 
wake of GC2019. 

Connectional Table Chair Bishop Christian 
Alsted and Chief Connectional Ministries Of-
ficer the Rev. Kennetha J. Bigham-Tsai cited not 
just differing opinions about same-sex marriage 
and LGBTQIA ordination, but also different 
understandings of Scripture and visions for 
what it means to be the church in mission.

“We believe that, because of these funda-
mental differences, we cannot maintain unity 
as we have understood and practiced it in the 
past,” said Bishop Alsted as the two read the 
statement to the board.

For more on General Conference and what 
happened: http://www.advocatesc.org/ 
gc2019coverage.

A united UMC: Christians dialogue post-General Conference
Page 2, May 2019 General Conference 2019 Advocate Advocate General Conference 2019  Page 3, May 2019

Share your dialogue 
with the Advocate

The Advocate urges districts, churches 
or groups holding post-GC dialogues or 
prayer gatherings to share these with the 
newspaper so all can consider attending. 
Email advocate@umcsc.org. The dead-
line for June’s edition is May 10.

By Jessica Brodie
In an effort to seek forgiveness for and show love after the actions 

taken at the called special session of General Conference held in St. Louis 
in February, more than 600 clergy and laity of the South Carolina Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church signed a Open Letter of Repen-
tance recently.

The letter was written by several members of the Reconciling Minis-
tries of South Carolina group, part of the Reconciling Ministries Network. 
The RMN is an organization seeking the inclusion of people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities in the policy and practices of the UMC.

As of press time, 645 people had signed the letter, which can be read in 
full at https://tinyurl.com/RMSC-openletter.

“At the 2019 called General Conference, the members of the body 
voted to uphold and reinforce language in our Book of Discipline that 
rejects LGBTQ+ persons’ inherent worth and their full inclusion into 
the life of The United Methodist Church,” the letter reads in part. “John 
Wesley, a founder of the Methodist movement, denotes three simple rules 
of Christian life: Do no harm; do all the good you can; attend to the ordi-
nances of God. As heirs of these rules (Book of Discipline Para. 104), we 
United Methodists have failed to uphold them in our polity and practice 
and in our relationships with our LGBTQ+ siblings. We repent of our sin, 

recognizing that repentance involves both a request for forgiveness and a 
commitment to change.”

The letter asks for forgiveness for failing to uphold these three simple 
rules and commits to a number of things, including voting for delegates 
for General Conference 2020 who will support the needs of LGBTQ+ 
persons and advocate for a fully inclusive UMC, encourage LGBTQ+ 
leadership, speak against hatred and for full inclusion, model God’s love 
for all people, repent continually of sins against LGBTQ+ and end the 
years of exclusion and pain caused by the church.

The signers call for the conference’s Board of Ordained Ministry to do 
no harm in examining and lifting up candidates for ordination, regardless 
of gender identity and sexual orientation; for congregations to do good by 
welcoming fully into the church our beloved LGBTQ+ siblings, includ-
ing into church leadership and employment; for clergy to seek justice for 
all persons in the ordinances of the church, including the celebration of 
Christian marriage; and for Annual and General conferences to enact 
legislation to embody diversity.

“We hold to John Wesley’s hope for a church that loves alike, even 
when it does not always think alike,” the letter ends. “We believe such 
a church is only possible when all God’s children are given seats at the 
table.” 

S.C. Reconciling Ministries group pens
Open Letter of Repentance in aftermath of GC2019

The United Methodist Church is an 
aggregate of Methodist churches 
bound together by the same code 
of the Wesleyan tradition. Under 

this tradition and because of the multiplic-
ity of cultural and personal persuasions, 
the UMC preconizes that all administrative 
directives for the church be sanctioned by 
the General Conference, its supreme admin-
istrative body. 

This body, by virtue of the UMC’s global 
attribute, includes the African United Meth-
odist churches. The General Conference is, 
therefore, the one voice that legitimately 
decides for both the parts and the whole of 
United Methodism.

If this assessment describes our com-
mon understanding of the General Con-
ference, then why are some of us singling 
out and accusing the Africans of being 
the unfortunate culprit in the adoption of 
the Traditional Plan as the way forward 
at the recent GC2019? This condemna-
tory sentiment toward the African UMC 
betrays a certain contradiction in the way 
some United Methodists want the church to 
function. While it is proper to disagree and 
voice one’s opinion against a ruling taken by 
the institution, and while it is also proper to 
advocate for an abrogation of the ruling, it 
is quite anarchical to violate volitionally the 
established order by which the institution, 
as a whole, has elected for self-governance; 
and it is always inappropriate to regard se-
lect constituents of the institution as villains 
or hold them in contempt for a decision 
adopted by the whole and that during a 
legitimate session. 

If the idea of deciding by general consen-
sus is flawed in the eyes of some, perhaps 
a proper endeavor for them would be to 
advocate for a separation of the United 
Methodist churches. Some, I suppose, may 
be anticipating the day when the separation 
becomes a reality. Perhaps. But until that 
actually happens, we must, even if only for 
elementary civism, consider the elections 
of the General Conference as those of the 
whole and not just those of some alien-
ated and branded fundamentalist strand of 
United Methodists. 

When the rocket scientist is a fundamen-
talist because he/she will not compromise 
the age-old fundamental laws of aerody-

namics or rocket propulsion, this funda-
mentalism is applauded and celebrated. But 
when the Christian wants to exercise the 
same right with respect to the fundamental 
biblical elements of his/her faith, that kind 
of fundamentalism is rather derisible and, 
therefore, castigated. It is quite sorrowful 
that many choose to pride themselves in 
such intellectual incongruity.

Several centuries ago, European and 
American Methodist Protestant missionar-
ies introduced the Word of God to the Afri-
cans. They taught the Africans the unique-
ness and the sufficiency of Jesus Christ as 
the only way to salvation. Many of these 
old-time Africans were transformed by the 
power of the Word of God. They turned 
away from their own gods and placed their 
trust in the missionaries’ unknown God. 
They had accepted the Bible to be the first 
and final authority in their lives. 

Centuries later, contemporary United 
Methodists across the African continent 
still believe, as did their forefathers, in the 
primacy of Scripture. They participate in 
General Conference deliberations under 
the guidance of that same conviction. But it 
seems we are now suggesting, in very subtle 
ways, that the Africans abandon the convic-
tion they were once taught (ironically by 
western Christian missionaries) in order to 
adopt a newer and much better disposition. 
Or else, let them go their way and us ours.

In a world where we are incessantly 
coerced into compromising our convictions, 
I personally regard the African steadfastness 
as a testimony and a solemn call to remain 
true or return to our early salvific convic-
tions: to our first love. 

The Africans (or any other nationals) 
of the General Conference are not the 
problem. The problem certainly lies in our 
response to this one question: As were Dr. 
Martin Luther and his contemporaries of 
the 1500s, are we also today able to proclaim 
and maintain our conviction in Scripture 
alone, grace alone and faith alone? Or are 
we going to sacrifice that conviction at the 
altar of a regressive, spiritually bankrupt 
and intellectually vacuous cultural progres-
sivism?

Yed is lay leader at Francis Burns UMC, 
Columbia. 

Guest Commentary
By Timothée Yed

African UMC: Where did she go wrong? 

Two Rivers reacts to GC2019

To our beloved community:
In the summer of 2017, a group of 12 strangers came together for the first time 

to explore a dream God placed in our hearts. As we discerned the movement of the 
Spirit, our mission became clear—we were called to cultivate new expressions of the 
gospel for all those searching for a place to belong. From that small group we have 
grown into the congregation we know today as Two Rivers, a United Methodist Com-
munity.

For decades, The United Methodist Church has not been of one mind regarding 
the equity and inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people in the life of the church. Over four days 
(Feb. 23-26), delegates to the 2019 Special Session of the General Conference gath-
ered to examine our denomination’s policies concerning human sexuality and explore 
options for a way forward that would unify the church. Despite the best efforts of 
many who have committed themselves to unifying our church, delegates from United 
Methodist churches across the globe were unable to pass legislation that provided a 
path to do so. Instead, a plan was passed which affirms and in some cases strengthens 
the church’s current policies.

In pursuit of our mission, we established five core values that flow from our shared 
commitment to live in the way of Jesus—to be authentic, vulnerable, inclusive, creative 
and beautiful. To that end, our leadership team is wholly committed to equity and 
inclusion for LGBTQIA+ people in the life of the Church without exception. We find 
The United Methodist Church’s policies regarding human sexuality to be exclusionary, 
divisive and incompatible with Christian teaching. We repent for the harm The United 
Methodist Church has inflicted on our LGBTQIA+ siblings by refusing to affirm their 
sacred worth without exception, and we humbly ask for their forgiveness.

Today, we renew our commitment to the values that shape our community and the 
work that is before us. We will not falter in our commitment to equity and inclusion 
for the people of God, and we will not be afraid to speak and act at such a time as this. 
In the coming weeks, our leadership team will gather and hold opportunities for our 
community to learn, speak and be heard as we develop a plan that enables us to move 
forward in pursuit of our mission—to cultivate new expressions of the gospel for all 
searching for a place to belong—no exceptions. 

We will never cease to preach the inclusive gospel of Jesus. Even now, the Spirit 
moves among us. Come, Holy Spirit, come.

Peace be with you,
Charles Monteith, chair of the board 

Two Rivers, a United Methodist Community

A response to the outcome of General Conference 
from the board of Two Rivers Church, a United 

Methodist community in Charleston

COLUMBIA—The Midlands Reconcil-
ing Ministries of South Carolina hosted a 
statewide Reconciling Ministries Gather-
ing March 16 at Washington Street United 
Methodist Church.

Members gathered to worship and pray, 
to hear and reflect on the actions of General 
Conference 2019, and to strategize next 
steps in their work together for an inclusive 
United Methodist witness in South Caro-
lina, in the United States and around the 
world. To conclude their time together, they 
gathered around the table and remembered 
that each is a beloved child of God, whom 
God welcomes, affirms and perfects by 
grace through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Dr. J. Christopher Greene, chair of Rec-
onciling Ministries of South Carolina and 
pastor of Shiloh UMC, Gilbert, led the gath-
ering alongside the Rev. Kathryn Hunter. 
Stanton Adams brought a witness and 
music, and the Rev. Wendy Hudson-Jacoby, 
pastor of Two Rivers Church, and Helen 
Ryde, RMN coordinator for the Southeast 
Jurisdiction, gave a debriefing of General 
Conference proceedings. 

“It was definitely encouraging to see 
overflow and the need to make room, and 
indeed we did,” Greene said. 

Next in their work, Reconciling Minis-
tries of South Carolina will be forming dis-
trict (or regional bi-district) RMN groups 
throughout the South Carolina Annual 
Conference. They are recruiting clergy, laity 
and churches or groups within churches to 
step up in each district. 

Another big priority going forward, 
Greene said, is working for more balance in 
perspectives and increased representation 
of young clergy and laity in the upcoming 

2020 General Conference delegation, which 
will be elected at this year’s Annual Confer-
ence gathering in Greenville.

The group also shared educational 
resources from Dr. James Ellis Griffeth and 
the Rev. Tom Norrell, including two schol-
arly theological articles written by Griffeth.

The Reconciling Ministries Network is 
an organization seeking the inclusion of 
people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities in the policy and practices of the 
UMC.

RMSC breakfast is June 3
Reconciling Ministries of South 
Carolina will hold its annual breakfast 
gathering Monday, June 3, before the 
opening of Annual Conference. 
The breakfast will be held at First Bap-
tist Church, All are invited. Reserva-
tions can be made at www.reconciling-
ministriessc.org. The cost is $20 and 
includes breakfast and gratuity.

Reconciling Ministries meets to reflect 
on GC2019, strategize next steps

More than 100 people attended the post-
GC2019 meeting. 
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Have you ever had an experience that completely changed your life and brought 
such extraordinary hope about the future in Christ that it brought you to your 
knees in gratitude? That was my experience for 12 weeks recently, and I find 
myself blinking back tears of joy as I write this. For, as much as some denomina-

tional leaders have been focused on division and theological differences around sexuality, the 
reality is no matter what we the people choose to focus on, God is still on the move, chang-
ing hearts and lives and using His people called Methodists to do His work in the world.

This spring, I had the opportunity to serve as a mentor for nine eighth-grade girls who 
made the decision to go through the confirmation process at my church. I happen to be a 
member of Mount Horeb United Methodist Church in Lexington, the largest church in this 
conference, so our church confirmed 114 students on Confirmation Weekend, but many 
churches celebrate just as joyfully the confirmation of a handful. While impressive and heart-
ening, though, it wasn’t the huge number of kids who experienced confirmation this year 
that caught my heart and soul. Rather, it was what I personally experienced with “my girls,” 
the nine beautiful young women whom I now count as sisters with me in Christ Jesus.

I thank my friend Denise, my co-mentor, for the opportunity. While I do have kids in the 
church, I do not have an eighth grader, so I wasn’t obligated in any way to do this. But the 
moment Denise asked me, I felt a powerful jolt from the Holy Spirit. 

Without knowing much more than that it was a weekly commitment, I found myself say-
ing “yes.”

Then the magic happened! We were assigned a group of nine girls, none of whom I 
knew. Every Sunday, the hundred or so of us—kids, church leaders and other confirmation 
mentors—would gather for instruction on how to grow in faith and discipleship, and then 
we’d break at the end into our small groups, where Denise and I and the girls would sit in 
a circle and talk about Jesus and what it really means to follow Him. Our small group was 
amazing. We very quickly got to know every single one of them—their hopes and fears, their 
struggles, their kind hearts, their amazing sharp minds. The girls named our group the “God 
Squad,” and we had a group text going throughout the process. 

What I experienced was as much a blessing to me as it was to them. Their faith, especially 
in the difficult reality of middle school, was mind-blowing. I saw how they came together 
and truly loved each other the way Jesus would love. These girls give me such hope for the 
future. I don’t know that I’ve ever known people with such compassion, such pure and hon-
est spirits. One day, these same kids will be our world’s leaders, and I thank God for that.

These girls will face challenges over the next few years, and for the rest of their lives. But 
I also know their families, their friends, their church and their fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ across the world will be all around them, bolstering them and propelling them on 
with encouragement and accountability. 

Praise God for them, and for this experience! And praise God for an experience that 
reminded me beyond a shadow of a doubt what our church is meant to do on behalf of our 
savior, Jesus—not argue with fellow believers about sexuality or other issues, but instead to 
powerfully and earnestly make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the world. 

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

A time to gather
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Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

Such hope
For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You 
will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13

The 2019 South Carolina Annual 
Conference Session is quickly 
approaching, and it will be a 
blessed time to gather for praise, 

worship, service and holy conferencing. The 
Greenville community is excited about our 
presence, and we are grateful for the efforts 
of the Greenville District Host Committee, 
as well as the Greenville Convention Center 
who have diligently prepared to be our gra-
cious hosts. We are grateful for their efforts 
and hospitality.

This year’s theme, “Seeking A More Ex-
cellent Way: A Future With Hope,” encour-
ages us to trust God with each step that we 
take. It is a continuation of our faith journey 
as we seek a more excellent way to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ while transforming 
our world. Miraculous things can happen 
when we leave our place of comfort and take 
a step beyond caution into God’s preferred 
future. We will come together with hope, 
remembering who God has called us to be 
and what God wants for us.

Because it is an election year, we will 
meet one day longer than the past couple of 
years. We trust God’s Spirit to guide us as lay 
and clergy delegates are selected to represent 
South Carolina at the upcoming General 
and Jurisdictional conferences in 2020.

I am delighted to welcome to our Annual 
Conference experience Bishop James Swan-
son from the Mississippi Conference and the 
Rev. Sara White, South Carolina Conference 
director of congregational development, to 
share with us in praise and worship, as well 
as Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity School 
and the Rev. Susan Pendleton Jones, North 
Carolina Conference Church Transforma-

tion Ministries Associate, to lead us in Bible 
study.

As always, becoming disciples God can 
use has allowed us to share in some awe-
some ministry events. This year is no dif-
ferent. We are excited to partner with South 
Carolina Conference Native American Min-
istries to provide elder baskets for the elderly 
Native Americans in need around our state. 
Also, we join with Harvest Hope Food Bank 
to feed the hungry in our communities by 
bringing nonperishable items for donation. 
These are two tremendous opportunities for 
mission and ministry that United Method-
ists in South Carolina can put their hands to 
doing. Information for ways to participate 
can be found on Page 12 of this edition of 
the Advocate and on the conference website 
at www.umcsc.org/ac2019. 

As we prepare to gather in celebration 
of ministry and mission at the 2019 An-
nual Conference, we also recognize that 
there is tremendous pain throughout The 
United Methodist Church because of the 
decisions of the 2019 General Conference. 
Some among us are deeply disappointed, 
hurt, frustrated and angry, while others are 
struggling with being labeled as judgmental 
and hateful.

In these weeks leading to and during our 
gathering in Greenville, I humbly ask all 
South Carolina United Methodists—what-
ever our differences—to stay in conversation 
with one another, to focus on those things 
that unite us and to remain steadfast in our 
mission as we walk together toward a future 
with hope. 

I fully expect the 2019 Annual Confer-
ence to be a glorious time of celebration 
where the graciousness of God and the 
generosity of God’s people called United 
Methodist will be experienced in excellent 
ways. 

So let us unite our hearts in prayer that 
we will be open to the presence of God’s 
Spirit and respond faithfully with our time, 
talent, gifts, service and witness.

In the notice about the job opening for the youth director position at First UMC, Bennetts-
ville (April Advocate), it listed the wrong date for applications. It should have read applica-
tions/resumes accepted until position filled.

Correction

Appointment Change
Bishop Jonathan Holston has announced the following change of appointment:
Effective April 1, 2019, Florence District: St. John Charge: Jacob “Mel” Thompson (FL)

The window air conditioner
I moved to Olanta in June and my wife 

was six months pregnant. The parsonage was 
not air-conditioned, and I had one window 
air conditioner. We put it in the kitchen 
where we spent a lot of time. 

It was not long before my next-door 
neighbor came to see me and stated that the 
sound disturbed his sleep. He requested that 
I turn it off at 6 o’clock at night for he went to 
bed early. I agreed that I would turn it off at 
10 o’clock. This did not suit at all.

“My neighbor always gets his way” was 
what I heard from my church members. I 
found out what that meant. He stopped his 
wife, who was the Women’s Society leader, 
from going to church and said he was going 
to stop giving. He went to the town lawyer 
to sue me, but the lawyer would not take the 
case. He went to my bishop and requested 
that he remove me. The bishop’s secretary 
told me, “He tried to bribe me with flowers.” I 
did not hear from the bishop.

At the end of my first year, I was putting 
my clothes in the car to go to conference. 
He came to talk with these words, “I want 
you to go to the bishop and say that I cannot 
handle the church and I want to move.” My 
reply was, “The church asked for me to come 
back and I have asked to come back.” He said, 
“You have two children that need you. I hope 
that you live to raise them.” 

That day, a member of the pastor-parish 
committee visited him at home, and she said 
he was so mad he could do anything.

When I came back from conference, I 
moved to Hemingway and served Olanta for 
a while. I was ready to give in to my neigh-
bor’s demands several times, but when I 
prayed about it I could not get away from the 
feeling that I was doing something right.  

The second year, my neighbor got sick and 
went to the hospital. He sent word to me that 
he did not want me to visit him. I did not 
go. The doctor told him he had an incurable 
cancer. He came home and stayed in bed.

I asked if I could visit him, and he agreed. 
I visited him regularly, and he accepted Jesus. 
People that visited him at home said he was a 
changed man. Their remark was that he was 

an evangelist from bed.
I was quail hunting and his wife sent me 

word, “I believe that he is dying.” I left the 
woods in time to take him into my arms as 
he died. I learned a very important lesson: 
God can use anything to win people if you 
listen to him, even a window air conditioner.

Rev. Farrell Cox, retired
Pamplico

Holy places
The horrible fire at the Notre Dame 

Cathedral during Holy Week makes us 
realize the conditions of many churches in 
South Carolina. The sad reality is many of the 
beautiful churches built in the 1800s in South 
Carolina are not burning but declining and 
dying. Landmarks in our communities are 
leaving us. These churches are losing mem-
bers and attendance is low. United Method-
ists in South Carolina are declining 1 percent 
each year. A few faithful are struggling to 
keep the lights on and keep the doors open to 
these historic sanctuaries with stained glass 
windows. These are not just buildings but 
landmarks of our Christian history. 

Our ancestors gave their lives to build 
these monuments to God, to belief. We are 
seeing history lost. In our urban areas, the 
property is viewed as a financial decision, but 
these are holy decisions, and we need to give 
special attention to these holy places.

Rev. John Culp, retired
Columbia

Enough about sexuality
Enough! Enough! Enough! The April 

Advocate was once again filled with letters 
and commentary about the 2019 General 
Conference and the UMC’s obsession with 
LGBTQ+. Like most laity, I’m sick of it. It 
seems both sides are so entrenched that there 
is no room for movement to the center.

From a local church perspective, this 
is but a tiny speck on the radar. We have 
more important things to do. It is the UMC 
“leadership” (I use that term loosely) that 
has fanned the flames of this issue. The best 
thing that could happen is for all references 
to “human sexuality” in the Discipline to be 

removed. Those of us in the local church are 
big boys and girls. We can figure out what’s 
best for us. The UMC “leadership” seems to 
think we peons can’t survive without their 
guidance when in fact the reverse is true. 

In physics class we learn that water will 
seek its own level. That same principle ap-
plies to local UMC congregations. Each 
UMC congregation will find its own level of 
comfort on this and other social issues. We 
don’t need UMC “leadership” telling us how 
or what to think.

I believe as free people we are able to 
make our own choices, and I wholeheartedly 
believe in free speech and freedom of the 
press. However, at some point, the Advocate 
needs to find a fair way to limit the voices on 
both sides of this issue. Otherwise each issue 
of the Advocate will continue to be a battle-
ground for a war that can never be won.

Ralph Johnson
Memorial UMC, Greer

The church and the world
Jessica Brodie said it well in her editorial 

in the March edition of the South Carolina 
United Methodist Advocate, and I agree with 
her: The church has not nor is the church try-
ing to close its doors in the face of members 
of the LGBTQ community. I believe nearly 
every member of the Christian community 
and practitioners of the Christian faith would 
say self-avowed, practicing LGBTQ people 
deserve the ministry of the church. 

However, many straight Christians do 
not believe self-avowed practicing LGBTQs 
should be in ministry.

When in seminary, my professor of 

United Methodist church polity and doctrine 
made the prophetic statement that the church 
should set the agenda of the world, but the 
day will come when the world will set the 
agenda of the church. It seems that day has 
arrived. When Scripture sets the standard 
for human behavior, then the issues being 
debated ought to be non-issues for the Chris-
tian church. The 18th and 20th chapters of 
Leviticus have plenty to say on the issue.

Jesus seems to be even more rigid than 
the Old Testament. The Old Testament says, 
“Don’t do it.” Jesus says, “Don’t even think 
about it.” It also seems Jesus defines marriage 
when he says, “From the beginning God 
made them male and female. For this cause 
shall a man leave his father and mother and 
cleave to his wife; the two shall be one flesh, 
no more two but one” (Mark 10:6-8).

Paul speaks of sexual perversion in 
Romans 1:24: “God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lust of their own 
hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between 
themselves. … God gave them up into vile 
affections for even their women did change 
the natural use which is against nature. And 
likewise also the men leaving the natural use 
of women, burned in their lust toward one 
another; men with men working that which 
is unseemly.” To say one sin is no worse sin 
than another is not a valid argument for 
making any sin acceptable to God, nor to 
humankind.

Sure, the Lord’s ministry through the 
church is for us all, and the Lord knows we 
all certainly need it.

Rev. Frank D. McCoy Sr., retired
Abbeville

I love stories. I grew up a United Methodist preacher’s kid 
and what I liked best of my dad’s sermons were his stories. 
All my life, I wanted to be a teacher. I was obsessed with Jo, 
Meg, Amy and Beth from “Little Women” and Anne with an 
“E” from “Anne of Green Gables.” I would create class rolls 
with names from books and mark them “absent” or “present.” 

I took Teacher Cadet my senior year of high school and 
went to Winthrop University to be a high school English 
teacher. It combined my love of reading, creativity and prob-
lem-solving—how I would get each student excited about 
Chaucer or King Lear. In student teaching, I loved seeing the 
“aha light bulb” moments.

In college, I got involved in campus ministry at WNW: 
Wesley (UMC/Methodist) Newman (Catholic) Westminster 
(PCUSA/Presbyterian). Campus ministry opened my eyes 
to all of the many ways the Gospel can be lived out. John 
Wesley, the founder of Methodism, had emphasized in his 
teachings personal piety and social holiness. Personal piety 
includes personal quiet times/devotions, prayer, studying 
the Word individually and in corporate worship. For social 
holiness, we would do homeless sleep-outs in boxes on Win-
throp’s lawn, panhandle the next day on one of the busiest 
streets in Rock Hill, volunteer at CROP Walk raising money 
for the hungry all over the world (especially the young girls 
that walk on average 10 kilometers a day for clean water) and 
write letters to Amnesty International on behalf of prisoners. 

I heard stories I never heard before when I spent two 
summers working at the Cooperative Ministry in Columbia. 
I heard stories about homelessness and worked with at-risk 
kids at Tuesday’s Child Learning Center. I heard stories from 
the Nicaraguan people about the complicated history we 

share.
Fast forward to the summer between my junior year and 

senior year, when I got a study abroad scholarship, but then 
got food poisoning from the airline food. Long story short, 
I ended up hallucinating in the heat of a London hotel room 
before I went to the emergency room. They pumped me with 
electrolytes and sent me on my way. 

A red phone booth was across the street from the hotel, 
and it was there that my mom told me to read the Book of 
Ezekiel. It’s a 48-chapter book. I’m thinking, “Mom, your 
daughter has food poisoning in what feels like the other 
side of the world, and you’re telling her to read the Book of 
Ezekiel?” 

In that sweltering room, with nothing more to do, I 
flipped around in Ezekiel, reading passages here and there. 
Then I landed on Ezekiel 37. 

It reads, “The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he 
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all 
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry.

 “He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, 
‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word 
of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews 
on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover 
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had 
been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was 
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. … I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

In that moment, it became crystal clear that I was called 
to this awesome and scary thing called ministry. I had been 
stripped away from all the “stuff ” in my life, all of the busy-
ness, and from my usual always-whirling mind, in a conti-
nent by myself—alone, afraid and crying out to God to draw 
near as only God can. At the time, I was going more than full 
throttle. God had to make me pause so that I couldn’t stuff in 
another thing. 

You know when you make yourself busy doing what you 
think is God’s work? I was working multiple jobs, I was part 
of multiple organizations, both of my grandfathers had died 
the semester before, and I would have brief, but critical Jesus 
injections—you know, the ones that keep you running. 

But I had not actually stopped. And paused. And dis-
cerned. And processed. And prayed.

I had gone to Exploration the fall before, where Tex 
Sample said, “Accepting a call to the ministry is a lot like 
throwing up. When you do it, you’ll feel a lot better.” 

Well, I did it, and I felt a lot better. I could use my love of 
stories, creativity and teaching in ministry. I could use my 
love of personal piety balanced with social holiness for the 
glory of God. 

It’s not always been easy, but God is ever faithful to these 
dry bones.

Food poisoning and a sweltering London hotel room

          How I Got My Call to Ministry
by the Rev. Narcie Jeter

Your call story wanted!
Call stories (how we heard or felt God calling us to 

ministry) can be powerful testimonies, as well as inspir-
ing. Sometimes they are uplifting, sometimes they are 
painful, but they are all real ways the Lord speaks to us 
today. The Advocate invites you to share your “call story.” 
We are also exploring using these stories in an upcom-
ing book. Email your story (500-1,000 words in length) to 
jbrodie@umcsc.org. If you do not have access to email, 
mail to Advocate, Attn: Call Story, 4908 Colonial Dr., 
Columbia, SC 29203. Include name, whether you are 
clergy, your church and a photograph.

Letters to the Editor

Letters Policy
We welcome letters to the editor. We urge brevity, as succinct writing often produces clarity. Letters 
should be no more than 450 words. All letters are subject to editing as needed to meet standards 
of grammar, space and interest. We will not publish anonymous letters, letters praising or criticizing 
businesses by name, endorsements of or letters from political candidates, fundraising appeals, or 
letters containing inappropriate language or personal attacks. All letters will be verified, so you must 
include a name, daytime phone number, church membership and hometown. Letters should be sent 
to The Advocate, 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203, faxed to 803-735-8168 or e-mailed to 
advocate@umcsc.org. Deadlines are the 10th of each month.

Early deadline for July Advocate
There will be an early deadline for the July Advocate, as we go to press a day after  
Annual Conference ends in order to be timely with such important news. The deadline 
for the July edition will be June 1 instead of June 10. Submissions are welcome; email 
advocate@umcsc.org.
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Join us for an unforgettable Fourth of July
in the mountains!

Book a vacation package to Lake Junaluska in Western North 
Carolina and enjoy special meals, concerts and performances, 
lakeside lodging, a spectacular fireworks display and more —

all for one great price!

The celebrations include concerts by Balsam Range, the Blue 
Ridge Big Band and the Lake Junaluska Singers, a

performance by Imagine Circus, as well as a barbecue picnic, 
family Olympics and a hometown-style parade.

BOOK TODAY!

Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center
800-222-4930 | lakejunaluska.com/july4th

Sponsored in part by visitncsmokies.com

Independence Day Celebrations
at Lake Junaluska

July 3-7, 2019

COLUMBIA—The South Carolina United Methodist Advo-
cate has been honored with another five journalism excel-
lence awards this spring, bringing its total to 113 wins since 
2010.

These latest are from the South Carolina Press Associa-
tion and from the Religion Communicators Council, both of 
which met in April to honor hundreds of communicators in 

highly competitive contests. 
From the South Carolina Press Association, the Advocate 

garnered a first place win for “best newspaper” in its divi-
sion (Associate and Individual Members), as well as swept 
the awards for faith reporting. Editor Jessica Brodie won 
first place in faith reporting for her article “Blessing Boxes,” 
second place for her article “Church on the Margins” and 
third place for her article “United Methodists Help Puerto 
Rico Rise.” 

From the Religion Communicators Council, the Advocate 

won the Award of Merit for newspapers in its division in the 
annual interfaith DeRose-Hinkhouse Memorial Awards.

“All of us associated with the Advocate are delighted to 
see its excellence affirmed by outside organizations,” said Dr. 
Bill Click, chair of the Advocate’s board of trustees. “Editor 
Jessica Brodie brought professional skills and high standards 
when she joined the Advocate, and 113 awards during her 
tenure as editor consistently confirm that.”

To read the winning articles, visit www.advocatesc.org 
(type in article title in search box). 

Advocate wins five more journalism awards
Total now 113 since 2010

By Jessica Brodie
WINNSBORO—The Blessing Boxes Min-
istry at First United Methodist Church has 
just celebrated its two-year mark, tripling its 
number of boxes while shining the light of 
Jesus throughout the community.

Jane Hinnant, a lay member of First, said 
God began to prod her to start the ministry 
a few years ago by opening her eyes to the 
severe poverty needs of Fairfield County, 
particularly the two square miles surround-
ing her church. Encouraged by her pastor, 
she gathered some friends to brainstorm, and 
in March 2017 they launched Blessing Boxes, 
a monthly distribution of basic non-food 
items to neighbors in need. Given on the first 
Thursday of every month, the boxes contain 
things not typically covered by food stamps, 
such as cleaning supplies, paper products, 
diapers and hygiene items.

First hosts the distribution with support 
from its members, as well as volunteers from 
several other groups in Winnsboro, includ-
ing First Church of Nazarene, First Baptist, 
Salem Presbyterian, Fairfield County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Winnsboro Women’s Club and the 
Word, Spirit and Faith Church of Ridgeway.  

The lay-led ministry gave out 23 boxes 
its first month, expanded to 51 six months 
later, and in February gave out 74 to new and 

returning clients. 
Now, said First’s pastor the Rev. Meg 

Sweeney Cook, “We’ve increased to 80 to 
100 boxes every month! This is making a big 
impact on our community.” 

In addition to the regular boxes, they also 
give Bibles to all first-timers, as well as blan-
kets during cold months and box fans during 
warm months. In December they gave out 
oranges, and they also have an “extras” box 

for people to choose a special item, like lotion 
or socks. 

People often line up beginning at 5 a.m. 
outside the church. Box distribution begins at 
8:30 a.m. and is first-come, first-served.

“It is just such a blessing,” Hinnant told 
the Advocate—both to those doing the serv-
ing and those being served. 

Hinnant said they have given out roughly 
1,300 boxes in two years, with an average of 

12 new recipients each month. 
Anyone who wishes to help the minis-

try can donate items to First UMC, 109 W. 
College St., Winnsboro, SC 29180. Monetary 
donations are also welcome; the check memo 
should read “Blessings.”

Blessing Boxes marks two years of serving neighbors in need 

“This is making a big impact on our commu-
nity,” said First UMC’s pastor, the Rev. Meg 
Sweeney Cook, pictured here at right.

They have given out roughly 1,300 boxes in two years, with an average of 12 new recipients 
each month.

By the Rev. Darlene L. Kelley
I confess I start a bit late and miss a few of the early morn-

ing faithful on their way to school and work, but the long, 
unwieldy piece of donated plywood needs a coat of white 
paint before the sponge dipped in black might march across 
its rugged surface proclaiming, “Ashes To Go.” 

Without any skills in the art department, I flounder even 
with three little words. The black paint drips at the edges, imi-
tating the grainy black ash it advertises, but it will have to do. 

Then after painting the sign at the back of the church, I 
chide myself for the last-minute plans that don’t include help 
carrying the sign to the front of the church. Fortunately, Dave 
Christopher, our local-pastor-in-training, stops by and grabs 
one end of the sticky plywood while I navigate the other. 
Soon we have the sign propped against a utility pole on the 
side of the rural highway our church calls home, and we are 
wiping our hands and open for business. 

Dave and I pray together, and he stands with me for the 
first early morning minutes of our grand Ash Wednesday ex-
periment. Then my husband arrives, and both men graciously 
allow me to make the sign of the cross on their foreheads, 
reminding them of the dust we came from and will return to. 
Their visit satisfied and their ashen crosses complete, they set 
off for breakfast at the local Waffle House. 

Now I stand alone on the highway in front of my sign, in 
front of the church at the front of Lent. But I don’t stand still 
well, too jumpy for the meditative life of a monastic. I dance 
around the sidewalk, waving to the passing cars and declaring 
real and abundant life at Langley United Methodist Church. 

Why worry about looking foolish when you’re in good 
company? Besides I am having lots of fun waving at the folks 

on their way down the highway, and there are lots of them 
despite the momentary stretches of empty asphalt when there 
are no cars in sight, and it is easy to imagine the past. 

But the past doesn’t last long before modern glimpses of 
metal flash on the horizon and the cars sail by again, travel-
ing in batches like schools of fish; the solo stragglers miles 
behind. Some speed by without a glance in my direction as 
though a woman in a white robe in front of a huge, hand-
painted sign proclaiming Lent’s inception is par for the course 
on the edge of a small southern town. Others stare in shock, 

twisting to see me every second their passing allows, and I 
worry for a moment that my presence will cause an accident. 

Surprisingly, one lonely man doesn’t understand the sig-
nificance of the white robe or the sign. He just sees a female 
standing on the highway and stops to ask for a date. More 
amazed than threatened, I respond with laughter that only in-
creases his confusion until I am forced to get a hold of myself 
and look him sternly in the eyes. 

“Do you think I put on this robe because my hot pants are 
at the dry cleaners? I’m a pastor! This is a church! It’s Lent. 
These are ashes.” 

I hold the bowl of black ashes up and out toward him, part 
explanation, part offering. His turn signal is flashing, and he 
checks his rear view mirror before turning his gaze on the 
dusty bowl, shipped through the mail from a Christian supply 
store in Nashville. And for a moment, he leans forward, and I 
think that he might ask, and so I offer again.

“Ashes? It’s Lent.” 
I try to smile, but he shakes his head. Disappointing as a 

pastor and a prostitute, I fear I make no impact at all, but he 
does mumble, “So sorry, Miss,” as he checks the traffic once 
again and pulls away. Repentant? Perhaps. 

“Lord, bless him” I sigh and retreat to the lawn chair I am 
so grateful I remembered to pack. And I sit and watch the 
souls speed by, and I smile and wave and try to look hospi-
table, approachable and saintly all at the same time. 

Finally, the sun forces me to don my sunglasses, and I 
retreat behind the dark lenses, taking a breath, trying my best 
to listen, to soak in the surroundings and hear the communi-
ty or maybe even the voice of God in the traffic and the wind. 

It is Ash Wednesday after all, and to dust we shall return. 

Langley pastor shares about her church’s ‘ashes to go’ offering to kick off Lent

The Advocate will celebrate 182 years of communications ministry during this 
year’sAdvocate Awareness Day, set for Sunday, May 19.

“The Advocate is the oldest newspaper in Methodism, and it is such a tremendous honor to 
be not only surviving but thriving in telling the stories of God at work in South Carolina,” said 
Advocate Editor Jessica Brodie.

Advocate Awareness Day is a chance for congregations to understand what the newspa-
per does in fostering a connectional church, as well as its newest venture: book-publishing 
through the Advocate Press. The Advocate has won 113 awards for journalism excellence 
since 2010.

The Advocate has many materials for churches to use on Advocate Awareness Day, includ-
ing a video, speakers, subscription envelopes and bulletin inserts or sample language for your 
Sunday bulletin.

Download these resources at www.advocatesc.org/awarenessday. 
Request a speaker about the Advocate at your church on Advocate Awareness Day or an-

other Sunday by contacting Brodie at jbrodie@umcsc.org or 803-786-9486, ext. 338.

Help celebrate Advocate
Awareness Day May 19

MYRTLE BEACH—Registration is open for 
the 2019 Carolinas Black Clergy Leadership 
Retreat—“Navigating the Changing Land-
scape: A Fearless Dialogue”—set for May 
20-24 at Kingston Plantation. 

The retreat is an opportunity to get away 
to a quiet place to be renewed, reconnected, 
refreshed and refocused. It’s a chance to get 
to know new people with whom you share 
United Methodist DNA, and to be filled as 
you praise, worship, learn, have some fun and 
just take some time to relax.

Organizers said attendees will come away 
with not only ideas, but practical tools to help 
you and your leadership team begin where 
you are and work toward becoming healthy, 
vital and moving to growth, even in a time of 
chaos and uncertainty.

Using the “Fearless Dialogues” model, 
participants will create unique spaces for 
difficult, heartfelt conversations between un-
likely partners. It retrains the eyes and ears of 
leaders to see gifts instead of stereotypes and 

to hear value in the storied lives of others.
Retreat leaders include Bishop L. Jona-

than Holston, resident bishop of the South 
Carolina Conference of the United Methodist 
Church; Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, resident 
bishop of the North Carolina Conference of 
the UMC; Bishop Paul L. Leeland, resi-
dent bishop of the Western North Carolina 
Conference of the UMC; Rev. Olu Brown, 
a church planter, author and lead pastor 
at Impact UMC in East Point, Georgia; 
Dr. Gregory Ellison II, author of “Fearless 
Dialogues” and a professor of pastoral care 
and counseling at Candler School of Theol-
ogy; and Dr. Fred Allen, national director 
of Strengthening the Black Church for the 
21st Century.

For more about the retreat, including cost 
and a schedule of events: www.umcsc.org/
home/wp-content/uploads/Carolinas-Black-
Clergy-Retreat-2019-flyer-final.pdf.

Register by May 3 here: https://www.
umcsc.org/2019cbcleadershipretreat.

Black clergy retreat set for May

Ashes on the highway

The Rev. Darlene L. Kelley said it is a motivating factor—
seek attention for the church, make a joyful noise and let 
folks know we are here, invite the neighborhood to wor-
ship, “And I am reminded of Paul’s words, ‘We are fools for 
Christ.’” 

By Laura Camby McCaskill
CHAPIN— God is always there.

That’s the highest message of God’s Child, 
an autobiography by a woman whose child-
hood was so difficult one might be surprised 
that’s the takeaway.

Margaret Shallow, 75, published “God’s 
Child” in November, depicting her unloved 
and un-nurtured surroundings from birth 
until late adulthood. 

“The story is not about me per se; it’s 
about how God took somebody who had 
nobody and made me a person,” Shallow 
said. “If He can do that for a tiny baby with 
nobody talking to them or touching them—
basically I was invisible—and turned me into 
a real person, how much more can God do? 
He’s there.”

The book begins with Shallow’s first 
memories from the crib bars and ends when 
she first meets her husband. But many who 
know Shallow have been shocked by the 
story, which she largely kept to herself most 
of her life. 

“Nobody knew the whole thing except 
me. I didn’t want my children to know. They 
never knew how afraid I was. I was afraid of 
people, (I was) agoraphobic. I was afraid to 
make eye contact.”

The decision to write her story didn’t 
come easy, but when her daughter encour-
aged her to do so, Shallow began writing.

“I didn’t know anything about my parents 
or grandparents, and I didn’t want my chil-

dren to say, ‘I didn’t know my mother.’ So I 
told my story so they’d know,” Shallow said.

In March 2017 Shallow began hand-print-
ing what was soon to become a 400-page 
autobiography. It took 14 months to write 
and has prompted a mix of tears, gratitude 
and approval.. 

“There are times I couldn’t stop writing. 
I never took a writing class, but God would 

wake me up in the middle of the night,” 
Shallow said. “I’d write in the car and other 
places. It took me three days to write the 
part about my father in the hospital. I could 
only spend an hour writing before my whole 
insides were shaking. I was really upset, and 
my blood pressure was going up.”

Born in Brooklyn in 1944, Shallow lived 
with her mother, father and brother. She 
experienced physical and emotional abuse 
throughout her life. 

She was a band director in New York until 
1970 when she moved to Illinois, where she 
continued to teach music to children until 
2003. But make no mistake, Shallow said, 
it’s a positive book, all pointing to the power 
of God at work in her life throughout great 
struggle and adversity.

“I don’t want you to feel sorry for me at 
all,” Shallow said. “Everything in that book—
I went from a baby who was totally ignored 
to who I am today—was because God was in 
my life. I had no one else. I raised three chil-
dren, went through two divorces, one where I 
had to leave the house and escape. 

“I feel really strong that people should 
realized how powerful God is.” 

Shallow has shared her autobiography 
with one of the orchestras in which she plays, 
as well as her church family. 

“I gave (the book) to them on Sunday. The 
next Sunday they came over to me with tears 
in their eyes and said, ‘How did you do this? I 
just want to give you a hug,’” said Shallow. 

But it’s all OK, because she’s made it 
through. 

“I’m here because God wanted me to be. 
He wants me to show people how powerful 
He really is.”

Now a member of Chapin United 
Methodist Church, Shallow spends her time 
playing instruments five nights a week in dif-
ferent orchestras. She plays the bassoon, the 
clarinet and the drums. 

“I think He wants me to be the messen-
ger. It’s not about me; it can’t be about me 
because I couldn’t do any of that stuff on 
my own,” Shallow said. “I can play all these 
instruments and I’ve never had one music 
lesson because He wants me to play! I have 
asthma. I’m blowing into an instrument 80 
hours a week—my pulmonologist is thrilled 
with that. I have it so good. Can you imagine 
what’s it’s like sitting there with 70-85 profes-
sional musicians playing this music and 
you’re in the middle of it?” 

Shallow loves to crochet, shoot pool and 
work on jigsaw puzzles. Shallow also books 
speaking engagements about “God’s Child” 
and is currently working on her next book, 
which covers moments in the classroom with 
her students.

“I had 10 years of intense therapy to get 
me to function. My therapist told me when 
you feel safe, you’ll come out and play,” Shal-
low said. “I play all day every day with people 
now. I spread the joy and the love of God 
every day.”

‘God’s Child’ author testifies on God’s power in the world—and her life

“God’s Child” is available on Amazon and 
Barnes & Noble.

Two United Methodist pastors 
in the South Carolina Conference 
will be certified as spiritual direc-
tors in June: Dr. Anthony Hodge 
and the Rev. Angela Ford Nelson. 
The two-year certification 
program is offered by Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary 
in Columbia. 

The Rev. Gary Dreier is pro-
gram coordinator.

The program brings around 40 participants to the LTSS 
campus for each of its four intensives: January, June and 
then the following January and June.  Every January they 
welcome a new cycle of participants and commission a 
new cycle of participants every June.

The first group began in January 2017 and were com-
missioned in June 2018. The fourth cycle will begin in 
January 2020.

While the majority of partici-
pants are Lutheran, nine denomi-
nations are represented: United 
Methodist, as well as African 
Methodist Episcopal, Christian 
Missionary Alliance, ELCA 
Lutheran, Episcopalian, Ortho-
dox, Presbyterian, United Church 
of Christ and two not currently 
denominationally aligned.

The majority of participants 
are from South Carolina; 12 states are represented.

Dreier said Protestants are finally getting on board with 
the study of spiritual direction, which has been around for 
millennia. 

“The time we spend is holy ground time,” Dreier said. 
“God shows up, and it’s just really deep and moving.”

For more information: www.lr.edu/ltss/afl (select “Cer-
tification Programs” pull down menu) or 803-461-3222.

Hodge, Nelson to be certified as spiritual directors 

Hodge Nelson Photo by Ken Phelps 

Good Friday storms
Storms that swept through the state on Good Friday, April 
19, wreaked havoc from Orangeburg to the Upstate, causing 
downed trees and power outages—including this damage 
off Patriot Road near Manning. United Methodists on the 
conference Early Response Team were on standby, ready 
to help if needed and assessing areas to see if ERTs could 
step up with aid.  
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Become an Advocate Church Partner
An easy way to get your church a group subscription to the Advocate 

Our Church Partners believe a strong and flourishing Advocate newspaper ministry helps strengthen the conference, districts
and its churches. Because of that, they help their church enroll in an Advocate church plan (print or online). 

Don’t see your church here? Learn how your church can become an Advocate Church Partner: 
advocate@umcsc.org, 803-786-9486 or AdvocateSC.org/support
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If felt led, should a physician offer to pray for a patient or 
his family?  What role does one’s spiritual persuasion play 
in making end of life decisions?  What if a couple’s religious 
beliefs conflict with best medical practice for themselves or, 
even more challenging, for their child?  Is a physician in a 
position of power such that any reference to her religion is 
imposing on the family of her patient?  How does a doctor 
deal with his own grief and empathy for poor outcomes in 
his patients?

These questions and many others are addressed in the 
Faith and Medicine small group held every other week, 
sponsored by the Methodist Student Network at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina.  

Facilitated by a retired pediatric oncologist and a fourth-
year medical student, Dr. Ron Neuberg and Jaya Ruffin, this 
small group aims to raise these questions and help pre-med 
undergraduates, medical students and residents address 
them from the Christian perspective.  

Using the medical literature and the Bible as resources, 
discussions center on real scenarios raised by the facilitators 
or the attendees.  

As Neuberg said, the goal is to sensitize the participants 
to others’ beliefs while discovering ways of meeting their 
own spiritual needs, preparing for the areas where beliefs 
conflict with scientific knowledge and answering the ques-
tion in their practice, “What would Jesus do?”  

Ruffin said Faith and Medicine provides a space for both 
pre-medical and medical students to talk about difficult 
situations, traumatic events, even happy experiences, and 
how we can use our faith to not only keep our resilience 
tank from going empty, but also to provide the best care to 
our future and current patients. 

“The amount of information that is taught over the 

four years of medical school is extreme and unbelievably 
expansive: gross anatomy, biochemistry, physiology, neu-
roanatomy, pathology, pharmacology, the list goes on and 
on. What we are not taught, however, is how to deal with 
the spiritual and emotional areas of medicine,” Ruffin said. 
“After spending two years in a classroom, we are pushed out 
into the wards of the hospital and expected to take care of 
people who are facing quite possibly the absolute worst and 
hardest days of their lives.” 

Ruffin said she remembers vividly the first time she 
experienced a child code and die in the ER: the image of his 
mother collapsing to the ground, screaming, will forever be 

etched into her memory. 
“I was on overnight call that night and did not get a wink 

of sleep. I was up all night long thinking to myself, ‘How 
could God let this happen to this precious child? To this 
mother?’ I am sure if you asked any one of my classmates, 
they would be able to share similar experiences with you,” 
Ruffin said. “There comes a point where your resiliency tank 
starts to run empty. What then? Enter faith—something that 
we never talk about in class or during our rotations with our 
professors or our attendings.” 

Neuberg offered some scenarios: A devoutly religious 
couple who refuses a blood transfusion for their two-year-
old with severe anemia due to sickle cell disease.  A young 
couple, who have been away from the church since child-
hood, who listen tearfully as a serious physician in hushed 
tones informs them their four-year-old has a brain tumor 
that most likely will result in the child’s death.  In neona-
tal intensive care, a baby barely clings to life with multiple 
tubes and machines dwarfing his tiny body.  Despite maxi-
mum doses of medicine dripping into her body, her tiny 
heart stops beating.  In concert with the parents’ wishes, the 
baby’s physician reluctantly begins CPR despite knowing the 
overwhelming likelihood is that she will not survive.  After 
resuscitation fails, the young doctor hurries to the call room 
and bursts into tears.

Neuberg said these and other scenarios are not uncom-
mon in many practices of medicine.  

“They are challenging intellectually but, for all involved, 
may be spiritually challenging as well,” Neuberg said. 
“Spiritual questions abound for physicians taking care of 
sick patients and their families.  Is there value in taking a 
spiritual history?  If so, how does one do it effectively and 
respectfully of the persons’ beliefs?”  

MSN campus ministry offers new ‘Faith and Medicine’ small group 
Goal to help pre-med, medical students and residents address issues from the Christian perspective

The goal is to sensitize the participants to others’ beliefs 
while discovering ways of meeting their own spiritual needs, 
preparing for the areas where beliefs conflict with scientific 
knowledge and answering the question in their practice, 
“What would Jesus do?”  

By Barney Blakeney
By definition miracles are extraordinary 

events—out of the ordinary. In many ways, 
the Rev. Julius L. McDowell’s 42-year minis-
try has been miraculous. 

The second oldest of the late Method-
ist Minister Rev. Ernest H. and Earnestine 
McDowell’s four children, Julius McDowell’s 
life in the ministry has been very much out 
of the ordinary. Among the unusual events 
in McDowell’s ministry, he has been named 
pastor of three different United Methodist 
churches in the same region named Wesley 
UMC.

As a minister’s child, McDowell lived in 
several different communities of South Caro-
lina. He attended public schools in Greenville 
County and graduated from Claflin Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Arts degree, Atlanta 
University with a Master of Arts degree, the 
Interdenominational Theological Center at 
Gammon Theological Seminary with a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree and studied at Colum-
bia Theology Seminary in Atlanta, persuing a 
Ph.D. in Theology.

Considering examples like his father and 
brother Dr. E.H. McDowell, Jr., also a UMC 

pastor, choosing the life of a minister may 
not seem so unusual. But as with the Apostle 
Paul, McDowell’s path in the ministry has 

been extraordinary. Since entering the min-
istry, he’s pastored South Carolina churches 
from the mountains to the coast, but it has 
been in the past two decades he consecu-
tively has been pastor of three churches with 
the same name.

Churches he has pastored include charges 
in Laurens, Seneca Parish, St. Stephens, Cam-
den and New Covenant United Methodist 
Church in Bowman. Additionally he’s served 
as a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
Inc., the NAACP, a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Storm of Life Homeless Shel-
ter and as a supervising elder in the Orange-
burg District. He’s served the Orangeburg 
District Board of Ordained Ministry, Board 
of Trustees for Gammon Theology Seminary, 
Board Trustees of the Jenkins Orphanage and 
as a district leader for the Forward Leader 
Ministry.

McDowell’s exemplary service continued 
with being appointed pastor of Wesley UMC 
in Hollywood. He describes the appointment 
as a spiritual renewal for several reasons. 
McDowell was the pastor there 10 years. 
Welcomed into the church family and Johns 
Island community by his adopted “spiritual 
mother” Linda L. Gadson, McDowell said 
she and Wesley’s congregation helped him 
find the spiritual increase he needed after 

suffering two successive strokes.
But God wasn’t done with him. Through 

the faithful and unceasing prayer of the con-
gregation, McDowell regained his speech. He 
then was appointed to serve Wesley UMC, 
Ladson. And though the stroke had left him 
with impediments that sometimes produces a 
disconnect between his thoughts and speech, 
McDowell entered their pulpit with a fire and 
energy determined to rebuild his own temple 
as well as that of the congregation, nurtured 
with the congregation’s love and compassion. 
McDowell led the congregation to build a 
new, more spacious sanctuary seating up to 
about 450 people. During his nine years at 
Wesley-Ladson McDowell said he was em-
braced and supported through his personal 
challenges.

Appointed to Wesley UMC, Charleston, 
last June, McDowell says he’s both elated and 
honored to serve the iconic congregation. As 
at Wesley Hollywood and Wesley Ladson, 
McDowell said he’s been embraced with 
love and support from Wesley Charleston’s 
congregation. 

Through his service at the three Wesleys 
he’s acutely aware of the miracles in his life, 
McDowell said, and they have given him a 
foundation from which he can speak for the 
rest of his life.

Profile of a humble, tenacious pastor
McDowell’s ‘three times lucky’ extraordinary ministry

Through the faithful and unceasing prayer 
of the congregation, McDowell regained his 
speech after two strokes.

While attending charge conferences last 
fall with Greenville District Superintendent 
Dr. George Howle, district lay leader Michael 
Cheatham heard a story of a small congregation 
in Greenville that desperately needed a new roof. 

The church, Laurens Road United Method-
ist Church, had been threatened with loss of its 
insurance coverage if the roof was not replaced. 

Inspired to make a difference and to connect 
Laurens Road UMC to the rest of the district, 
Cheatham began telling the story of Laurens Road 
to subsequent charge conferences. Response was 
overwhelming. 

Cheatham would hold out his hand for contri-
butions at the close of charge conferences. When 
he was able to tally up the collections, he often 
left charge conferences with hundreds of dollars, 
much of it in cash and from individuals. Many 
churches also committed contributions to the 

project. 
It had been estimated that the new roof would 

cost nearly $30,000. At the end of the charge 
conference season, and with the assistance of 
grants from the Greenville District Committee 
on Congregational Development, sufficient funds 
were raised to install the new roof. 

Further assistance was found when a roofing 
contractor from Advent UMC, Simpsonville, was 
able to cut the cost so the project could proceed. 
The roof has been replaced, with only a few 
finishing touches, like gutters, remaining to be 
finished. A dedication service is being planned. 

The Rev. Laura Bratton, pastor of Laurens 
Road UMC, said she is thrilled that the crisis has 
been resolved and is grateful for the love that was 
expressed through the generosity of the district 
churches. Cheatham said he is thankful for the 
connection of the Greenville District UMC.

District connection helps church get new roof

The roof has been replaced, with only a few finishing touches, like gutters, re-
maining to be finished. A dedication service is being planned. 

Not in an arrogant way, but I didn’t have an 
answer, didn’t have anything to say,” Murr 
said.

A month later, the man had a heart attack 
at the shelter, then a series of strokes, and was 
on life support at the hospital. 

“I understood: We were his family,” Murr 
said. 

That realization, along with their earlier 
conversation, hit him hard. 

At the man’s bedside the day before he 
died, Murr made a personal commitment 
that he would do all he could to figure out 
why they didn’t have a year-round shelter 
and, if possible, do something to change that.

The Bethel team began to explore the pos-
sibility. When they visited the men’s shelter in 
Charlotte, Murr saw they were doing most of 
the work at Bethel already—just only for four 
months a year. They put their heads together, 
rallied the needed support and, just like that, 
they launched.

“All the pieces came together so fast,” 
Murr said. 

Sutton said as soon as they decided to 
go year-round, their volunteer and finan-
cial base expanded. Support has poured in 
from church Sunday school classes, private 
individuals and many local businesses, all 
wanting to help.

“We don’t believe in coincidences,” Sutton 
said. “We believe in God’s prevenient grace 
going before us.”

The shelter is open from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m. 
seven days a week. As of press time, they had 
just received some additional bunk beds, 
bumping their capacity from 35 men to 
about 45, and they hope to increase capacity 
even more. 

Volunteers serve the men dinner from 6-7 
p.m., then the men can read, play Scrabble, 
watch television or participate in a Bible 
study as they choose. Sleeping quarters open 
at 7, and a security officer stays with the men 
overnight. 

“It’s really a wonderful mission in our 
church and our community,” Sutton said. 
“This was the right movement to go in within 
our community, the humane thing to do, and 
we were positioned well to make it happen.” 

Murr said his involvement, both now 
and when he first began volunteering some 
years ago, has been extraordinarily affect-
ing, changing his perspective about poverty, 
homelessness and the way Christians are 
called to be in ministry with people in need.

“Before, I always thought you can work 
your way out of your (homeless) situation, 
but it came to my attention that’s not the only 
need there,” Murr said. 

Many of the men do work, but they don’t 
make enough to afford adequate housing, or 
they don’t have the mental, physical or emo-
tional capability to live on their own—and 
don’t have family around who can help.

“It’s really a very moving experience,” 
Murr said. “Every day I feel God’s leadership 
in this.”

Sutton said what touches her especially 
is that what they are doing means a lot to 
the men, too. Many of them offer to help the 
church as they are able, and two of the men 
who have jobs recently approached her with 
some cash and said they’d gotten paid that 
day and wanted to give an offering to the 
church.

“They know this church cares for them, 
values them and sees them as God’s chil-
dren,” she said. 

Some of the men have started attend-
ing an early-Sunday Bible study, which the 
church recently shifted from its regular time 
to 8 a.m. so the men could attend.

Sutton said what is especially neat is how 
she has seen God’s hand on all of this. Almost 
simultaneously, other advocates through the 
Catawba Area Coalition for Homelessness 
began pushing for longtime talk about help-
ing homeless men to translate into action. 
Besides the shelter, the community now has 
single point of entry for homeless men, as 
well as busses for the men in July.

The warming center is funded through 
church and community donations, as well as 
grants from United Way of York County and 
other groups. Beyond funds, its biggest needs 
right now are volunteers to help provide 
meals, as well as socks and underwear for the 
men. For more on how to help, visit www.
bethelumcrockhill.org/mens-shelter.aspx or 
write to Bethel, c/o Men’s Warming Center, 
1232 Curtis St., Rock Hill, SC 29730.

WARMING CENTER: ‘We don’t believe in coincidences’
From Page 1

homosexuality in UMC Book of Discipline  essentially did 
not change, and retained restrictions against “self-avowed, 
practicing homosexual” clergy and officiating same-sex mar-
riages. General Conference also passed an exit plan, called a 
“disaffiliation plan,” for any churches that want to leave the 
denomination with their property. 

However, delegates requested the Judicial Council review 
the constitutionality of both of these matters; the court ruled 
twice prior that parts of the Traditional Plan were unconstitu-
tional on grounds of due process, as well as elevating require-
ments about homosexuality above other matters.

In this, its third decision regarding the Traditional Plan, 
the top court used what it called “a severability test” to 
determine if the unconstitutional parts of the plan could be 
severed from the rest.

They can, the court said, noting, “Unless it is evident that 
the General Conference would not have enacted those provi-
sions that are within its legislative powers without those that 
are not, the invalid parts can be separated if what is left is not 
inextricably linked and can function independently.” 

The new church laws are to take effect Jan. 1, 2020 (except 
in Central Conferences, which get a longer window).

Now, South Carolina Resident Bishop L. Jonathan Holston 
has released a statement calling for United Methodists to 
cling to an opportunity for hope and healing amid any hurt.

“I humbly ask all South Carolina United Methodists—

whatever our differences—to stay in conversation, to focus on 
those things that unite us, and to remain steadfast in our mis-
sion as we walk together toward a future with hope,” Holston 
said (see the full statement at https://tinyurl.com/y3caghcb).

“There is tremendous pain throughout The United Meth-
odist Church because of the decisions of the General Confer-
ence,” Holston said. “Those who hold convictions that the 
church’s stance on human sexuality must change are deeply 
disappointed, hurt, frustrated and angry. Those who sup-
port the General Conference’s decisions because of their own 
convictions are struggling with being labeled as judgmental 
and hateful. What’s happening in our church is painful to me, 
as well.”

However, Holston said, God is creating the great possibil-
ity for healing within that pain.

His fellow bishops in the UMC have collectively released 

a statement through the Council of Bishops thanking the Ju-
dicial Council for its careful review of the actions of the 2019 
General Conference. 

“The Judicial Council’s decisions are clear and sound, and 
they give helpful guidance to the church,” said Bishop Ken 
Carter, president of the Council of Bishops. “While additional 
questions may arise as the new church laws take effect … 
today’s decisions provide a path for local churches and annual 
conferences to move forward. As disciples of Jesus Christ, 
we pray that we will fulfill the law through our love for one 
another (Galatians 5:14).”

The Council of Bishops lifted up key aspects of the April 
court rulings, namely:

• The question of local churches exiting from the denomi-
nation is one that is determined by votes in the local church 
and at the annual conference. 

• The practice of certifying Board of Ordained Ministry 
members on whether they would follow the Discipline in its 
entirety, including on matters of sexuality, was found uncon-
stitutional. 

• Accountability for bishops continues to be lodged in the 
jurisdictional college or central conference.  

• Exiting churches must pay their fair share of pension 
liability. 

• Exiting clergy retain their pension but it is converted to 
limit further liability to the conference. 

 Read their statement in full at https://tinyurl.com/y5r-
guavq. 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL: New church laws to take effect Jan. 1
From Page 1 “

I humbly ask all South Carolina United 
Methodists—whatever our differences—
to stay in conversation, to focus on those 
things that unite us, and to remain stead-

fast in our mission as we walk together 
toward a future with hope.

—South Carolina Resident Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

”
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We hope that you will join us at Salkehatchie this summer!
The cost is $250.

www.salkehatchie.org
If you have any questions,

please call 803-691-6606 or email salkehatchie@umcsc.org.

2019 Camps

2019

Summer Service

Camp Start Date
2 Rivers (Eastover Area) June 8-15
Chester June 8-15
Winyah Bay (Georgetown) June 8-15
New Hope (Chesterfield) June 8-15
Rivertown (Conway) June 15-22
Horry (Loris) June 15-22
Baker Creek (McCormick) June 15-22
Catawba (Fort Mill) June 15-22
Lancaster June 15-22
Laurens June 15-22
Penn Center June 15-22

Union June 15-22
Sumter June 22-29
Wateree (Camden) June 22-29
Middle Tyger (Lyman)  June 22-29
Piedmont June 22-29
Sand River (Aiken) June 22-29
Spartanburg June 22-29
Summerville June 22-29
Bishopville June 22-29
Jenkinsville June 22-29
Upstate  June 22-29
Lake City June 22-29

Foothills June 29-July 6
Pee Dee (Bennettsville) June 29-July 6
Bamberg July 6-13
Batesburg-Leesville July 6-13
Harvest (Dillon) July 6-13
Hemingway Kingstree East  July 6-13
Black Swamp (Hampton) July 13-20
Circuit Rider (Johnsonville) July 13-20
Fairfield July 13-20
Blythewood (REOPEN) July 13-20
Moncks Corner July 13-20
Newberry July 13-20

North Augusta  July 13-20
Santee (Clarendon County) July 13-20
Calhoun July 20-27
Clover July 20-27
Columbia July 20-27
Creekfront (Murrells Inlet) July 20-27
Emerald City July 20-27
Lake Murray  July 20-27
North Strand  July 20-27
Shaw - Dalzell July 20-27
West Metro (REOPEN) July 20-27

AC2019: DELEGATES: Voting will run throughout conference
From Page 1

1) Petition to Change Language in the 
Book of Discipline

Signed by 81 South Carolina clergy and 
lay delegates, this petitions the 2020 General 
Conference to remove the sentence found in 
Para. 161G of the 2016 Book of Discipline that 
states, “The United Methodist Church does 
not condone the practice of homosexuality 
and considers this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching.” It notes that the incom-
patibility language contradicts Para. 162 of 
the Discipline and that, while there is Chris-
tian teaching that concludes incompatibility, 
there is also Christian teaching that makes 
the opposite conclusion that the practice of 
homosexuality is not incompatible.

2) Petition to Create Separate  
Books of Discipline

This petitions the 2020 General Confer-
ence to enact appropriate legislation to create 
a separate Book of Discipline for Central Con-
ferences where homosexuality is criminalized 
so that the United States Annual Conferences 
can move forward with language changes in 
the Book of Discipline to include, ordain and 
marry persons regardless of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity, in order that the issue 
of homosexual full inclusion in the United 
States Annual Conferences can be resolved 
on some other basis than simply complying 
with the existing civil laws of other nations. 
Signed by 69 South Carolina clergy and lay 
delegates, it notes that civil governments in 
many African nations and perhaps other 

nations in the Central Conferences have laws 
that criminalize homosexuality, but homo-
sexuality is not a crime in the United States.

3) Petition to Repeal and Replace 
the Traditional Plan

This petition addresses the narrowly ap-
proved Traditional Plan, which was passed at 
the special Called Session of General Confer-
ence 2019. It petitions for the full repeal 
of the Traditional Plan, for a return to the 
language in the 2016 Discipline or other way 
forward under the leadership of the Spirit 
and the example of Jesus Christ, and for the 
2020 General Conference to recommit itself 
to the work of reconciliation and peacemak-
ing so the UMC can move forward as one 
body. Sixty South Carolina clergy and lay 

delegates signed the petition.
See full petitions at www.umcsc.org/ac2019.

proved group, and currently 84 clergy who 
have articulated a desire to be a nominee. 
(See names, this page.)

Voting will be electronic and done the 
same way as four years ago, when delegates 
were elected for the 2016 General and Juris-
dictional conferences. It will begin the first 
day of business, Monday, June 3, and con-
clude by the final day, June 6. Those elected 
will need to secure 50 percent plus one of all 
valid ballots cast. 

Nelson said in an effort to make the vot-
ing process more efficient, only those clergy 

who have expressed an interest in being a 
delegate are on the nominee list. He said all 
eligible clergy were sent a letter requesting 
they notify the conference secretary’s office of 
their desire to serve.

“If they didn’t submit their form to be 
a clergy nominee, they’re not ineligible—
they’ll just need to be a write-in nominee 
during Annual Conference in accordance 
with Standing Rule 28,” Nelson said.

There are far fewer clergy on the nominee 
list than in years past because of the change 
in process, which should help make voting 
less cumbersome, Nelson said. 

There are also fewer laity on the nominee 

list than in past. 
One key name absent from the list of lay 

nominees is Conference Lay Leader Barbara 
Ware, who said she was not surprised to see 
the smaller number of laity offering their 
name for nomination

“These are uncertain times in the life of 
the UMC, and I imagine some folks are a bit 
hesitant to offer their name up,” Ware said. 
“General Conference is two weeks long and 
requires a good bit of reading and attention. 
It is a sacrifice both mentally and personally.” 

Asked why she did not submit her name 
for nomination, Ware said, “I felt like it was 
time for me to step aside. I have been to 3 
General Conferences, and I will rotate off 
as Conference Lay Leader next June 2020. 
At that time, I feel the new Conference Lay 
Leader and the new lay leadership team 
should be the ones to be involved in these 
matters.”

AC2019: PETITIONS: If passed, will go to General Conference
From Page 1

Don’t miss out on food at 
AC2019. Sign up for one 
of the three meal plans by 
May 17 at www.umcsc.org/
ac2019.

•Annual Conference is June 2-6 at the TD Convention Center in 
Greenville.

• Meal plans again offered; deadline to sign up is May 17.
• Three petitions will be considered.

• Two mission initiatives: Native American elder baskets and a 
food drive for Harvest Hope Food Bank of Greenville.

• South Carolina will elect 16 delegates to the UMC’s 2020 
General Conference and 16 delegates to the 2020 Southeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference, plus alternates.
• South Carolina Bishop Jonathan Holston will preach the opening 

worship service. 
• Mississippi Bishop James Swanson will preach ordination. 

• South Carolina Director of Congregational Development the Rev. 

Sara White will preach the memorial service. 
• Bible study will be led by Dr. Greg Jones, dean and theologian at 
Duke Divinity School, and the Rev. Susan Jones, ministry associ-

ate at Church Transformation Ministries. 
• Lay Servant Ministries June 4 luncheon speaker will be the Rev. 

Ken Nelson, conference secretary.
• South Carolina UMC Kidz Conference—onsite childcare for 
babies to rising sixth graders—will again be offered free to the 

children of volunteers and delegates. Preregistration is required.
• The Advocate will again produce the free Daily Advocate given 
out at Annual Conference to help attendees understand the vari-

ous business, events and other happenings each day.
• See www.umcsc.org/ac2019 for more information.

1) Theodore Andrus (Landrum UMC, Spartanburg Dis-
trict) 

2) Robert Bethea (Wesley UMC, Florence District) 
3) David Braddon (Bethany UMC, Charleston District) 
4) Valerie Brooks-Madden (Bethlehem UMC, Greenville 

District)
5) Michael Cheatham (Faith UMC, Greenville District)
6) Doug Coffeen (Macedonia UMC, Marion District)
7) Baron DeKalb (Covenant UMC, Greenville District)
8) Edward Enlow (Montgomery Memorial UMC, Spartan-

burg District) 
9) Emily Evans (First UMC, Marion District) 
10) Jan Fleming (Bethel UMC, Spartanburg District)
11) Scott Fleming (Bethel UMC, Spartanburg District) 
12) David Graham (Loris First UMC, Marion District) 

13) Marvin J. Horton (Good Samaritan UMC, Rock Hill 
District)

14) Jeanette Jackson (Central UMC, Florence District)
15) L.Wayne Jackson (Central UMC, Florence District)
16) Jacquelyn Jenkins (St. Mark UMC, Walterboro Dis-

trict) 
17) Lou Jordan (Central UMC, Florence District)
18) Herman Lightsey (Ashland UMC, Columbia District)
19) Joe Locke (Bethel UMC, Spartanburg District)
20) Chris Lynch (Trinity UMC, Anderson District)
21) Vicki McCartha (Inman UMC, Spartanburg District) 
22) Kenneth Moore (Advent UMC, Greenville District) 
23) Shirley Jean Pressley (Friendship UMC, Florence 

District)
24) Jennifer Price (Highland Park UMC, Florence District)

25) Lorine E. Price (Friendship UMC, Florence District)
26) Wilbur Reames (St. Luke UMC, Spartanburg District)
27) Rebecca Rochester (Duncan Acres UMC, Spartan-

burg District) 
28) William Rochester (Duncan Acres UMC, Spartanburg 

District)
29) James Salley (Edisto Fork UMC, Orangeburg District)
30) David Salter (Warrenville UMC, Greenwood District) 
31) Larry Sanders (Church of the Palms, Walterboro 

District)
32) Marlene Spencer (St. James UMC, Rock Hill District)
33) Martha Thompson (Mount Horeb UMC, Columbia 

District) 
34) Betty Void (Wesley UMC, Columbia District)
35) Tony Watson (Edgefield UMC, Greenwood District)

Lay Nominees
For consideration as delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference 2020

Full bios at www.umcsc.org/ac2019

1)  Gene Aiken  
2)  Jim Arant  
3)  Mel Arant  
4)  Connie Barnes  
5)  Ben Barnett  
6)  Ralph Bowling III  
7)  Doris Bright  
8)  Steven Brown  
9)  Laura Canine  
10) Derrick Cattenhead 
11) Ross Chellis 
12) Clayton Childers 
13) Wally Culp 
14) Kevin Dalton 

15) Robin Dease 
16) Jerry Dicks 
17) Roger Dodds 
18) Fran Elrod 
19) Ernest Etheredge 
20) Angie Etheredge-Erwin 
21) Terry Fleming 
22) Jody Flowers 
23) Russell Freeman 
24) James Friday 
25) Brandon Fulmer 
26) Jerry Gadsden 
27) Telley Gadson 
28) Meegian Gossard 

29) Christopher Greene 
30) Rett Haselden 
31) Scarlett Hester 
32) Jon Hoin 
33) Kitty Holtzclaw 
34) Michael Hood 
35) Darren Hook 
36) Amiri Hooker 
37) Kathryn Hunter 
38) Keith Hunter 
39) Narcie Jeter 
40) Karen Jones 
41) Jeff Kersey 
42) Steven King 

43) Ann Kovan 
44) Marvin Lare 
45) Brandon Lazarus 
46) Susan Leonard 
47) Chris Lollis 
48) Stephen Love 
49) Susan Maddox 
50) Will Malambri 
51) Tim McClendon 
52) Mack McDowell 
53) Barry McFadden 
54) David McManus 
55) Elizabeth Murray 
56) Angela Nelson 

57) Ken Nelson 
58) Tom Norrell 
59) Weston Pendergrass 
60) Richard Reams 
61) Sara Relaford 
62) Tim Rogers 
63) Tony Rowell 
64) Mike Smith 
65) Randy Smith 
66) Thomas Smith 
67) Tyler Strange 
68) Kim Strong 
69) Emily Sutton 
70) Kelli Taylor 

71) Mary Teasley 
72) Redonia Thomas 
73) Chris Thompson 
74) Phil Thrailkill 
75) Ken Timmerman
76) Michael Turner 
77) Tom Wall 
78) Morris Waymer 
79) Sara White 
80) Eddie Williams 
81) LaShelia Wyatt 
82) Matt Yon 
83) Neil Yongue 
84) Mandy Young

Clergy Nominees (as of April 5)
For consideration as delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conference 2020

AC2019 at a glance
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Pre-conference trainings will be held in 
advance of Annual Conference as follows:

Anderson District: May 19, 4 p.m., St. 
John’s UMC, Anderson

Charleston District: May 5, 3 p.m., Sand-
hill UMC, Ridgeville

Columbia District: May 19, 3 p.m., Ash-
land UMC, Columbia

Florence District: May 5, 3 p.m., Man-
ning UMC, Manning

Greenville District: May 19, 3 p.m., Fran-
cis Asbury UMC, Greenville

Greenwood District: May 5, 3 p.m., Pa-
nola UMC, Greenwood

Hartsville District: May 5, 3 p.m., Wesley 
UMC, Hartsville

Orangeburg District: April 28, 4 p.m., St. 
Andrews UMC, Orangeburg

Marion District: May 19, 4 p.m., Marion 
High School, Marion

Rock Hill District: April 28, 3 p.m., Grace 
Community UMC, Fort Mill

Spartanburg District: May 5, 3 p.m., Sil-
ver Hill Memorial UMC, Spartanburg

Walterboro District: May 5, 3 p.m., Sand-
hill UMC, Ridgeville 

Pre-Annual 
Conference 

trainings set

South Carolina’s Annual Conference in 
June will feature two mission initiatives: 
Native American Elder Baskets and a 
Food Drive for Harvest Hope Food Bank 
of Greenville. 

“Under Bishop Holston’s leadership, 
Annual Conference has become much 
more than an opportunity to worship and 
attend to the business of the church,” said 
Chris Lynch, a member of the Annual 
Conference Mission Initiatives Team. 
“Through an annual mission emphasis, 
The United Methodist Church in South 
Carolina has had incredible opportunities 
to impact the community where Annual 
Conference is held—and far beyond.

“This year is no different as we partner 
with Harvest Hope Food Bank of Green-
ville and the Conference Committee on 
Native American Ministries to make a 
difference in the day-to-day lives of those 
in need. These two ministries offer An-
nual Conference attendees a tangible way 
to be the hands and feet of Christ in our 
world.”

 
Elder baskets

Each charge in the South Carolina 
Conference is asked to create one elder 
basket and bring it to Annual Conference.

Elder baskets are plastic clothes 
baskets filled with nonperishable items, 
which are given to elderly Native Ameri-
cans in need. Many Native Americans live 
well below the poverty line. The Com-
mittee on Native American Ministries 
shares these baskets to help them through 
particularly trying times.

“We tend to feel that, with govern-
ment assistance, our elderly are able to 
take care of themselves—but they aren’t,” 
said the Rev. Cheryl Toothe, a member 
of the Committee on Native American 
Ministries. “Anything we can do to help is 
important, because Native elders will do 
without before they will complain or ask 
for help. That’s their nature.”

Elder baskets can be dropped off in the 
marked location in the Exhibit Hall at the 
Greenville Convention Center. Beyond 
providing a basket, churches also can pur-

chase gift cards (for discount stores such 
as Walmart, Dollar General, etc.) with 
which the Committee on Native Ameri-
can Ministries later will buy additional 
supplies once the initial supply of baskets 
has diminished.

Most-needed items for elder baskets 
include cans of soup, canned vegetables 
and fruit, dried beans, laundry soap, pa-
per towels, toilet paper and a small gift to 
lift the spirits of the elderly, such as a bag 
of peppermint candy or butterscotch.

For more information, email Toothe at 
rev2th@gmail.com.

 
Food drive

Harvest Hope Food Bank is a critical 
line of support for more than 500 partner 
agencies that take feeding missions direct-
ly to those who live in the most economi-
cally fragile communities.

Partner agencies are nonprofit orga-
nizations providing communities with 
a food pantry, soup kitchen or other 
programs to feed hungry people. They 
include faith-based organizations, family 
shelters and afterschool programs.

Everyone attending the 2019 An-
nual Conference is encouraged to bring 
nonperishable food items with them and 
place them in Harvest Hope boxes that 
will be situated all around the conven-
tion center. All donated items should be 
placed in the Harvest Hope boxes by the 
end of business Wednesday, June 5.

Pastors, delegates and other leaders 
are encouraged to conduct food drives 
at their local churches and bring those 
donations to Annual Conference.

Most-needed items for Harvest Hope 
include canned goods (pop-top cans are 
preferred: meat, vegetables, fruit, tomato 
sauce, beans, soup, evaporated milk); dry 
goods (peanut butter, instant potatoes, ce-
real, oatmeal, pasta, grits, coffee, crackers, 
granola bars); and personal/other items 
(baby formula, diapers, baby wipes, soap, 
shampoo, feminine products, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, trash bags, paper towels).

For more about the food drive, email 
Lynch at clynch@umcsc.org. 

Elder baskets, food drive are 
AC2019 mission initiatives

Lake Junaluska Golf Course celebrates 100 years
Lake Junaluska Golf Course will mark its 100th year with a series of events in 2019, 
including a Centennial Women’s Day on Wednesday, May 8, and a celebration on 
the actual birthday of the golf course on Wednesday, July 24. A golf course was part 
of the plans for Lake Junaluska as early as 1913, and the course opened at the west 
end of the lake in 1919. Initially the course was nine holes and used an old farmhouse 
for a clubhouse. In the 1990s, the Lake Junaluska Golf Course expanded to 18 holes. 
A plaque that hangs in the clubhouse notes that the building is dedicated in honor of 
Melton E. Harbin and R. Wright Spears, avid golfers who recognized the Lake Ju-
naluska Golf Course as a “recreational ministry for all those who come to play.” Lake 
Junaluska will also host a Memorial Day Golf Tournament May 27 and a centennial 
Wrap-up Golf Tournament Oct. 5. For more information: www.lakejunaluska.com/golf. 
Here, retired United Methodist minister Billy Oliver (left), whose father worked at the 
Lake Junaluska Golf Course during its first years, meets with Charlie Carswell, the 
current pro at the golf course. Carswell also started playing golf at the course as a 
boy.

District News

Greenville District
Disciples UMC, Greenville, will hold 

its 40th Anniversary Homecoming May 
19. Dr. Bob Stillwell, the first pastor of the 
church, will be the guest preacher. For more 
information, contact the church, https://my-
disciplesumc.org or 864-297-0382.

Hartsville District
The Lay Servants’ Ministries of the 

Hartsville District hosted a spring school 
at Bethlehem UMC, Bishopville, March 
16-17. The courses offered for this session 
were: Basic Course, Youth Basic, Prayer, 
Preparing for Preaching, Heritage, Discov-
ering Spiritual Gifts, Worship and Pastoral 
Care. Ninety-one persons participated, and 
32 churches were represented. The Harts-
ville district committee members are Anna 
Feagin, Emma Jones, Teressa Griggs, the 
Rev. Gene Feagin and the Rev. Ed Herlong. 
A fall school is planned for Oct. 18-19. The 
district plans to incorporate within the re-
quired course listings a course studying the 
Old Testament.

Orangeburg District
Mount Nebo UMC, Orangeburg, will 

hold its Family and Friends Day May 26.

Walterboro District
The Toby-Mount Nebo Charge, Hamp-

ton, held an appreciation celebration for 
its pastor, the Rev. Lamonte D. Hodges 
and his wife, Angela. More than 100 guests 
attended, and the Rev. Thomas Pearson Jr., 
Walterboro District superintendent, was the 
guest speaker.

The Central Circuit Charge, Allendale, 
held Holy Week revival services April 17-19. 
Union UMC hosted a Silent Wednesday and 
Bible Study April 17. Simpson held Maundy 
Thursday services that included feet wash-
ing and commemoration of the Last Supper. 
New Hope held Good Friday services April 
19.

Wesley United Methodist Women of 
Wesley UMC, Beaufort, celebrated the 
150th birthday of the United Methodist 
Women March 28 at their March meeting. 
During this planning meeting, the legacy 
history was read, and each member donated 
$1.50 to represent the years. The women 
reflected on the rich history of women past 
and present of Wesley UMC, plus enjoyed a 
special cake. In May, Wesley United Meth-
odist Women will hold a Spiritual Growth 
Renewal Weekend. The theme is: “Women 
Connected: A Sisterhood of Grace.” The 
prayer breakfast (theme “A Table of Grace”) 
will be Saturday, May 25, at 9 a.m. in the 
Education Building. The Women’s Day Pro-
gram will be Sunday, May 26, at 10 a.m. 
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All for Jesus
St. Stephen UMC, St. Stephen, in the 
Charleston District, has begun a new 
mission effort. They are now part of 
the Lowcountry Blessing Box Ministry.   

By Annie R. Crocker
The Thanksgiving holidays begin a very festive time of the year. On that fourth Thursday 

in November, families come together to reminisce, enjoy a delicious meal and just have fun 
with one another. It’s a wonderful time of celebration and togetherness, a great beginning of 
many more celebrations to come before the year ends. 

This past Thanksgiving, the Grace and Mercy Hope House Ministry Team—along with 
family members, members from Allen Chapel United Methodist Church, Spartanburg and 
Westminister Presbyterian churches—decided to do a new thing. They decided to forego 
normal family celebrations to go outside of their homes and into a community on the other 
side of town and be the servants that God has called them to be.

They spent many hours cooking and preparing the traditional Thanksgiving meal they 
would have served their families at home and put the same love and care into every dish 
that was made. As they cooked, they prayed to God for the increase, that they would have 
plenty and run out of nothing and that the multitude would come and partake of the meal.

They partnered with the Westminister Presbyterian Church, where the Rev. Bessie Black 
is the pastor. They allowed all to use their facility to serve the community and all who de-
sired to come. 

Volunteers finished the day knowing they blessed many people, families and households 
by providing them with a hot meal, but they may never know how much they blessed the 
volunteers because they came. They provided all volunteers with a new outlook on Thanks-
giving. 

Volunteers all shared a heartfelt thankfulness over doing something so meaningful for so 
many. They truly celebrated a happy Thanksgiving.

Crocker serves Allen Chapel UMC and Grace and Mercy Hope House Ministry.

Serving the multitude in Spartanburg

LANDRUM—On March 24, after worshiping for several 
weeks at the Smith-Phayer Hospice House Chapel, the 
congregation of Jacksons Grove United Methodist Church 
resumed worship in their historic sanctuary, now easier and 
safer to access after the entrance renovation project. 

The new front and “cemetery side” entrances have a rise 
and run that meets local building codes, and the new ramp 
is ADA compliant, with designated parking where a van can 
offload power wheelchairs. 

The marker denoting the church as a historic United 
Methodist site has been moved to a front and center loca-
tion. New landscaping is being installed as part of this 
project to enhance the beauty of this very special place of 
worship that has been an important part of the community 
since the 1830s. 

When the contractors removed the old ramp and con-
crete stairs to begin the project, a significant amount of dry 
rot in the beams supporting the church was discovered, 
which was immediately repaired. 

Jacksons Grove UMC welcomes the community to visit 
on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. for worship or just stop by and take 
a look: 2842 North Pacolet Road, Landrum, SC 29356. 
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Jacksons Grove entrance renovation now complete

The new front and “cemetery side” entrances have a rise and run that meets local building codes, and the new ramp is 
ADA compliant, with designated parking where a van can offload power wheelchairs. 

By Maude Cooper
March 17 was a special day for Camden 

First United Methodist Women: the day the 
organization hosted its annual Women’s Day 
Celebration—a true day of celebration.

During the celebration, the UMW an-
nounced their 2019 Woman of the Year and 
Special Mission Recognition recipient. A 
brother and sister were the honorees at the 
event. George Boykin was chosen as the 
Special Mission Recognition recipient and 
his sister, Laura Prioleau, was selected as the 
2019 Woman of the Year.

To qualify for the Special Mission Rec-
ognition, the nominee must contribute to 
the betterment of society through his or her 
church, community, state or national level. 
Boykin is an active member of Camden First 
United Methodist Church. He has taught 

vacation Bible school and Sunday school, 
participated in church cleanup details, helps 
with the parking lot ministry, is a collection 
steward, served as treasurer of the United 
Methodist Men and is currently the chair 
of the Trustee Board. He has been named 
Father of the Year and Man of the Year by the 
UMM.

The Woman of the Year award honors an 
active Camden First UMW member for her 
outstanding service to her community or 
church. Prioleau is an active member of the 
UMW where she currently serves as presi-
dent after having served as vice president. 
She taught VBS and often purchased sup-
plies and goodies for the children, and she 
has mentored elementary school girls. She 
contributes generously to programs that the 
UMW and the church sponsors, including 

driving members to events, donating addi-
tional turkeys for the church’s Thanksgiving-
Give-Away to ensure that everyone receives a 
turkey and purchasing decorations for UMW 
programs. Prioleau also serves as coordinator 
for Membership, Nurture and Outreach for 
the UMW Hartsville District.

Boykin is married to Cynthia Kelly 
Boykin, and they have two sons, one daugh-
ter-in-law and three grandchildren. Prioleau 
was married to the late William “Bill” Prio-
leau, and she has two sons, two daughters-in-
law and three grandchildren. 

The theme for the occasion was “Women 
in Mission” and the guest speaker was Fran-
ces Hill a member of Mount Zion UMC in 
Sumter.

The Rev. Keith Hunter is the pastor of 
Camden First UMC.

Brother and sister recipients of Camden First UMW awards

George Boykin is the Special Mission 
Recognition recipient and Laura Prioleau is 
2019 Woman of the Year.

Annual ‘Blessing
of the Inlet’

is May 4
This May, for its 23rd year, 
Belin Memorial UMC, Mur-
rells Inlet, will hold its free 

Blessing of the Inlet festival. 
Set for May 4, the festival is 
held annually the first Satur-
day in May from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.  It features more than 

100 arts and crafts vendors, 
food, a children’s play area 

with inflatable rides and other 
fun. Gospel choirs, various 
dance groups, contempo-

rary Christian musicians and 
more provide entertainment, 
and there will be games for 

tweens, teens and adults. The 
Blessing of the Inlet ceremony 

at 11:30 a.m. highlights the 
festival. Dr. Mike Alexander 

and the Rev. Walter Cantwell 
will administer the blessing. 
For more information: www.

blessingoftheinlet.com.

Celebrating black 
history

Mechanicsville UMC, Sumter, 
held a Black History Banquet 

Feb. 16 featuring Cecil Wil-
liams, photographer and author. 

Sponsored by the Mechanic-
sville Methodist Women, the 
theme of the banquet was “A 
Blast from the Past with Our 

Crown.” Here, Mechanicsville 
pastor the Rev. Annie Sistrunk 
shares a moment at the event 

with Williams.

Photo by Midas Touch Photography/
Terrence McCants

Festival of Hope in 
York
On March 23, Kings Mountain Chapel 
UMC in York held a Festival of Hope. 
Community and church attendees 
experienced food, fun and games, plus 
rides in a Model T. Youth enjoyed boun-
cy houses and free balloons.  A free 
lunch and the cake walks for freshly 
baked homemade cakes rounded out 
the fun. The festival was in response to 
Bishop Jonathan Holston’s request at 
the end of last year for all churches to 
do something for their community as a 
show of hope. As members said, “He 
asked, we answered.”

Photos courtesy of Lynn Shore-Hollis 
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MENTAL HEALTH: ‘One in 5 afflicted, but we’re all affected’
From Page 1

tools for Christians hoping to reach out to 
those hurting in the community.

Conference coordinator Peggy Dulaney, a 
psychiatric-mental health clinical nurse spe-

cialist and faith community nurse, said the 
church can be excellent at caring for people 
with physical and spiritual needs, but people 
often don’t know what to do to help people 
struggling with mental health issues, so they 
do nothing.

The goal of the conference was to change 

that “nothing” to “something” by raising 
awareness of mental health needs, decreasing 
the stigma of mental illness and identifying 
community resources for churches, those 
dealing with mental illness and their caregiv-
ers.

“One of the big takeaway messages of the 
conference is that there is help for persons 
experiencing mental health concerns,” said 
Anderson District Superintendent the Rev. 
Steve Patterson, who was on the conference’s 
planning committee with Dulaney and oth-

ers. “One doesn’t have to pretend everything 
is OK, go through it alone or feel ashamed.  
Every church has access to local resources of 
assistance.”

‘We are all affected’
The day began with a welcome from Pat-

terson and Bethesda’s pastor, the Rev. Dan 
Batson, then plenary sessions from a host of 
mental health advocates on everything from 

the role of the church in addressing mental 
illness and breaking stigmas to contributing 
factors, addiction, grief and more.

Plenary leader Dr. Robin Dease, Hartsville 
District superintendent, spoke on Jesus’s 
healing of the man in the tombs (Mark 5) 
to illustrate how Jesus saw, cared, loved and 
healed the man and challenged us to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus to those living with 
mental illness in our midst.

Ken Dority, executive director of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Green-
ville, spoke on how many people feel mental 
illness is a defect or a mark of shame, and the 
consequence leads to fear, avoidance and lack 
of understanding. He shared how one of the 
key ways to reduce stigma is to share stories 
of the lived experience of mental illness. 

Dority said in 50 percent of the cases 
where someone is diagnosed with a mental 
illness, symptoms began by the age of 14, and 
in 75 percent of the cases, symptoms were 
apparent by age 24. However, the average 
delay between the onset of symptoms and 
people getting help is eight to 10 years, which 
can cause a host of problems, much like an 
oncologist only getting to treat people with 
Stage 4 cancer. 

“One in 5 are afflicted by mental illness, 
but we all are affected by it,” Dority said.

Dulaney lifted up Psalm 139:14, which 
says people are “fearfully and wonderfully 
made” and “wonderfully complex,” and those 
complexities often include mental illness. She 
noted multiple factors that can contribute to 
mental illness, from biological factors such as 
heredity, chemical dysfunction, toxic levels 
of stress in those who experience trauma or 
brain injury, living with chronic pain, adverse 
childhood experiences such as sexual harass-
ment or bullying, and more. 

“The church has an opportunity to be a 
supportive community in all of these situa-
tions,” Dulaney said.

Addictions counselor Jill Crossgrove 
spoke above the relationship between addic-
tion and mental illness and what the church 
can do to help, lifting up the ways churches 
can help foster recovery by creating a new 
life in Christ and through various support 
programs. She encouraged churches to offer 
12-step programs and talk openly about the 
problems of addiction. She also talked about 
the impact of labels, noting that instead 
of saying someone is “a recovering addict 
or alcoholic,” to say that the person has a 
“substance use disorder” or is “in long-term 
recovery.”  

And Patterson talked about the grief 
process and how it can be very different 
for different people. Using Matthew 5:4, 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will 
be comforted” as the basis for his remarks, 
Patterson described grief as similar to a 
spiritual/emotional concussion. If we don’t 
attend to it, there can be long-term negative 
consequences. 

‘We want more’
After lunch, breakout sessions were of-

fered on suicide prevention (Susan Smyre 
Haire, Mental Health America), child/
youth mental health and the schools (JoBeth 
Manley, school counselor, Greenville County 
Schools), dementia (author and retired Bish-
op Kenneth L. Carder), mental health first 
aid (Toni Taylor, certified coach and trainer), 
depression (Vanessa Thompson, director of 
behavioral health services at Spartanburg Re-
gional Medical Center) and sexual abuse (the 
Rev. Carrie Nettles, victim service specialist 
with the Julie Valentine Center).

Then, attendees had the opportunity to 
hear a question and answer panel led by 
plenary speakers and moderated by the Rev. 
Cathy Joens, congregational specialist for 
Anderson and Greenville districts. They 
also got to browse a number of exhibits for 
resources, tools and other valuable informa-
tion and assistance.

“Oftentimes, the success of an event can 
be evaluated on requests for more. We have 
clearly heard ‘we want more,’” said plan-
ning committee member the Rev. Bev-
erly CroweTipton, pastor of Zion UMC in 

Anderson and who coordinated the evalu-
ations. “Most of our participants asked for 
additional opportunities for information and 
learning, with anxiety and depression as the 
most requested foci for followup offerings 
along with the opportunity to attend more 
breakout sessions.” 

She added, “As Christians, we are called 
to minister to the whole person. For a long 
time, we’ve been better at responding to 
spiritual and physical needs. We have some 
catching up to do with regard to mental 
health needs.”

Jeff Fogle, Anderson District lay leader, 
said the conference was very successful.  

“It was well attended, which shows that 
improving mental health is important to 
United Methodists and our communities,” 
Fogle said, noting the program was diverse 
and touched on many types of mental health 
in response to a real need in the local com-
munity. “It is important to spread awareness 
of mental health as this impacts each of us in 
some personal way.”

The church at work
Dease closed the day by encouraging 

participants to take advantage of free train-
ing available through the South Carolina 
Children’s Trust and to celebrate April as 
child abuse prevention month. She also 
encouraged churches to open their doors to 
organizations that offer services to those in 
need in the community. 

This, Dease said, is the church at work.
Taylor, an ambassador for Circles South 

Carolina who not only led a breakout session 
but also served on the conference’s planning 
committee, said the question now is how we 
as United Methodists can develop a ministry 
focused on these issues and find ways to help 
those in need.

“We all know someone who has expe-
rienced mental health issues. The mental 
health of our churches is linked to the 
mental health of our congregations and the 
surrounding community,” Taylor said.

Exhibitors included the Julie Valentine 
Center, which helps in situations of child 
abuse and sexual abuse; National Alliance on 

Mental Illness, which offers education, sup-
port and advocacy for patients and families 
dealing with mental illness; Mental Health 
America, which offers crisis hotlines for 
suicide prevention and support for survivors 
of suicide; SC Thrive, which offers Mental 

Health First Aid training across the state and 
supports individuals who need to access vari-
ous benefits; Safe Harbor, providing domestic 
violence services and education; Family 
Caregiver Support, which provides informa-
tion and services to assist unpaid caregivers 
of persons with mental health issues; Thomas 
McAfee Funeral Homes, which offers grief 
support and education; and FAVOR (Faces 
and Voices of Recovery), offering education 
and support services for persons dealing with 
addiction and their families.

In addition to those mentioned above, 
planning committee members included 
JoBeth Manley, Judith Polson, Dan Bat-
son, Danny Thompson, George Donigian, 
Gwendolyn Brown, Brenda Durham, Carol 
Burdette and Stephen Turner.  

Much information courtesy of Dulaney.

Continued, next page

Continued from previous page

Plenary leaders 
Jill Cosgrove 
and Dr. Robin 
Dease chat with 
event coordinator 
Peggy Dulaney 
about the need 
for mental health 
advocacy in the 
church.

Photo by Nicole Kulick
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Our annual Mission u event will be 
held July 18-20 at Spartanburg 
Methodist College, and the entire 
Mission u team is excited to wel-

come you this year. 
Our courses are enlightening, and our 

study leaders are dynamic. They are hard at 
work making their preparations. The theme 
this year is “United Methodist Women: Radi-
cal Disciples Then and Now.”

The big change this year is that study 
books for the courses will not be available 
in the resource room at Mission u. It is a 
directive from United Methodist Women 
National that we can no longer order books 
on consignment. 

Everyone who attends will take the 
Spiritual Growth Course on the Gospel of 
Mark, and you will also take one of the other 
courses: The History of United Methodist 
Women or What About Our Money. Partici-
pants will need to purchase two books before 
the event. 

Bible studies have long been a favorite. 
The study on Mark will be held in the Gibbs 
Auditorium in Ellis Hall rather than in the 
Camak Gym so everyone will be able to see 
and hear.

The youth study is also on Mark. There is 
a field trip planned for the youth, as well.

The study book titles are “Practicing Res-
urrection: The Gospel of Mark and Radical 
Discipleship,” “Women United for Change: 
150 Years in Mission and Beyond,” “What 
About our Money? A Faith Response” and 

“Youth Study: Who Do You Say That I Am? 
Meeting Jesus Through the Gospel of Mark.” 
These books are available at the Mission 
Resource Center at www.umwmissionre-
sources.org. Most of them are also available 
for download to your Kindle. I have read 
them all, and they are wonderful. I especially 
recommend the book “Women United for 
Change.” It is a great resource in this, our 
150th year.

Get together with others from your unit 
and order enough for all who will attend, 
and you will only have to pay one shipping 
charge.

Registration forms are in the March issue 
of the Mission Echo, online at www.umcsc.
org/ministries/discipleship/united-method-
ist-women/. 

In addition to being a time of worship and 
learning, Mission u is a time to share fellow-
ship with your UMW friends from across the 
state on the beautiful campus of Spartanburg 
Methodist College. All classrooms are handi-
cap accessible, and there are some rooms in 
the residence halls that are handicap acces-
sible, as well. There are golf carts to help you 
get around the campus, and there is some fun 
time, as well. 

You can do some early Christmas shop-
ping for handmade items in our Craft Room, 
and all proceeds will be divided among our 
five missions in the state.

See you at Mission u!

Doscher is dean of Mission u.

2019 Mission u

    United Methodist Women
by Jean Doscher

‘Let the little children come to me’
America’s Blessed Children’s executive director Denise Santoro reads Easter books 
to kids at Scott’s Bar-B-Que’s annual community picnic in Hemingway. The picnic 
drew participation from many of the area’s churches, who gathered with the rest of 
their community to enjoy free food, dancing, contests, worship and more. Santoro is a 
member of First UMC, Hemingway.

SUMTER—As a result of a recent Bible 
study at St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church, led by pastor the Rev. Wes Conner, 
members of the study groups were led into 
action in response to the command to “love 
thy neighbor.” 

Some blessed with a gift of creativity in 
sewing saw an opportunity to use this gift to 
serve in comforting others.

Now, pillows and lap robes are being 
made and donated to the local hospital for 
use by oncology patients receiving chemo-
therapy, as well as patients of the infusion 

center.
The hope is to offer a little comfort and 

remind these persons as they are going 
through troublesome times that they are 
indeed in God’s care and they are not alone 
in their treatment and recovery.

A note accompanies each item inform-
ing the patient the item they have received 
was made just for them. It has gone through 
worship service, been blessed and prayed 
over and dedicated into God’s service to 
touch their heart and give them hope and 
peace by trusting in Him in all things.

Sharing God’s love through hand-sewn
pillows and lap robes in Sumter

By Alton Free
Zoar and Grace United Methodist 

churches in Greer have adopted a new mis-
sion: Bags of Joy. This mission, under the di-
rection of Christine Free, strives to add a spot 
of joy to children who are battling cancer.

This group is affectionally known as 
“The Bag Ladies” and is directed by Free, a 
Zoar UMC member. Cartoon characters are 
painted on canvas tote bags and tailored to 
girls or boys. The ladies’ group meets weekly 
in the social hall for four to five hours to 
hand-paint individual bags. Some bags have 
the outlines already drawn on them, and 
some members create the drawings freehand.

Once the painting of the bags is com-
plete, they are filled with items such as small 
puzzles, toys, play dough, dolls, crayons and 
coloring books, bubbles, pencils and writ-
ing tablets and other items to help a child 
through what can be a very emotional event. 
Also included are puzzles and crossword 
books tailored to parents to help them pass 
time.

To help their efforts, a group of men from 
Zoar started a project of their own to cut out 
and make small wooden toy airplanes, cars, 
trucks, puzzles and other items to be placed 
in the bags. The group of men are referred to 
as “The Woodchucks” and meet weekly in a 

member’s wood shop. 
Southern Dance Connection, whose 

owner Lindsay Roberts is a member of Grace 
UMC, recently donated 52 bags of items for 
the ladies to use. Monetary donations are 
also received so that select needed items can 
be purchased to fill the bags.

Pastor Mike Cheatham (Zoar UMC) 
and Pastor Jeff Roper (Grace UMC) have 
participated and supported this program by 
painting bags and helping in the making of 
the wooden toys. The Bag Ladies have filled 
and delivered approximately 250 bags. One 
room at Zoar has been dedicated to serve as 
the storage area for the items, and the con-
gregations have been very generous in filling 
this room.

A total of 230 bags have just been donated 
to Children’s Cancer Partners of the Caro-
linas, a local nonprofit whose mission is “to 
provide comprehensive support and lov-
ing compassion to families whose children 
are battling cancer to improve their overall 
quality of life.” Children’s Cancer Partners of 
the Carolinas distributes the bags to children 
undergoing cancer treatment at Upstate 
hospitals. 

For more on Children’s Cancer Partners 
of the Carolinas visit www.childrenscancer 
partners.org.

From left are 
are Pastor 
Jeff Roper, 

Christine 
Free, Kim 

Melick 
(operations 

manager) and 
Pastor Mike 

Cheatham 
with some of 

the bags.

Zoar, Grace churches help children 
with cancer through ‘Bags of Joy’

Photo courtesy of Lynn Shore-Hollis

Bravery Bags 
United Methodist Women at Kings Mountain Chapel in York are leading the church 
in the collection of items for Bravery Bags for those fighting cancer in the area. The 
church has a goal of 100, and they are well on their way of reaching that goal!

Through the efforts of Don Crutchfield, 
the men of Ebenezer and Friendship United 
Methodist churches in Chesterfield now 
conduct monthly fellowship meetings, which 
have brought new growth at the churches.

Crutchfield came up with the idea of a 
men’s gathering and began working with the 
pastors of the two churches in the sum-
mer of 2018. Interest began to develop. In 
September 2018, the first meeting was held 
at Friendship UMC. The men enjoyed a fish 
fry and conducted a brief organizational 
meeting. 

This fellowship has continued and been 
able to make monetary contributions to as-
sist needy individuals. On March 17, Crutch-
field presented Carmen Wilks, director of 
Salkehatchie Camp New Hope, with a check 
for $500 in scholarship funds for two youths 
to attend the camp June 8-15. 

Fellowship meetings—although primar-
ily consisting of men from Ebenezer and 
Friendship UMCs—are open to anyone who 
enjoys good food and friendship. The meet-

ings are held the second Monday of each 
month. 

The May meeting will be held at Ebenezer 
UMC, Chesterfield. For more information, 
call 843-517-0771 .

Ebenezer and Friendship men enjoy new 
growth through monthly fellowship meetings

Don Crutchfield (left), president of the Men’s 
Fellowship, stands with Carmen Wilks, 
director of Salkehatchie Camp New Hope. 

By Gerrick Sands
Editor’s note: Sands gave this devotion 

at the Bishop’s Day in the Walterboro Dis-
trict. Sands is from St. Mark UMC, St. George.

The Lord seeks for us to grow in many 
ways and it shows in his word. But recently 
I’ve read another book called “Good to 
Great,” by Jim Collins, and it helped me see 
a way to continue in my work in doing the 
Lord’s good work. The book focuses on Level 
5 leadership, bringing in the right people and 
being both disciplined and focused on the 
primary mission.

Level 5 leadership focuses on being an 
effective leader who is both humble and am-
bitious for the primary cause at hand. Much 
like our Lord and savior Jesus Christ, we 
must put the mission of “creating disciples for 
Christ for the transformation of this world” 
first and never put ourselves on a pedestal 
and forget why we’re here. Bringing in the 
right people means taking the skills and gifts 
of those who truly want to put the word of 
God to the best and most effective use. The 
best people in the right positions do the 
best work. And when everyone together is 
focused on our mission and doing the work 
every day, something amazing can happen.

In Proverbs 6:7-8, it states, “Though they 
have no prince or governor or ruler to make 
them work, they labor hard all summer, gath-
ering food for the winter.” We have no bosses, 
but we do have leaders. All of us are leaders, 
all of us are a team and all of us are brothers 

and sisters through Christ. The mission we 
have and the work we do is worthwhile. But 
we must remember that we have to bring 
others along as well since there is much work 
to do. That is discipleship.

I now seek to be more like Christ by 
remaining humble and focusing more on the 
works our Father needs done. I also need to 
find others of like mind who are looking and 
striving for that same purpose to come along 
on the journey, as well. And through focused 
and diligent work every day, we can all 
achieve the mission of “creating disciples for 
Christ for the transformation of this world.”

Growing through discipleship

Sands, right, shares a moment with Bishop 
Jonathan Holston.

By ShiQuell Williams
Looking back in the Scripture, we see that 

David is asking Jesus to heal him and clean 
him. After all the bad the David had done, 
Jesus still forgave him and healed him. The 
theme “Return to Me” is similar to the story 
Mr. Richard told us yesterday. He left Christi-
anity and went on to worship other religions. 
Jesus found a way to return Mr. Richard to 
Him. 

Many people don’t know how good God 
is until they witness it in first person. When 
Jesus was crucified, many people turned 
away from Him. Many people believed that 
the Messiah would never come back and 
save them. But on that one fine day when 
Jesus rose, people were shocked. When that 
happened, many people started to come back 
and worship him. 

There are many people out there who 
need to return to God. The world is really 
brutal today, and if you don’t have God and 
the Holy Spirit on your side, what can you 
do? Last week, a 17-year-old boy was shot 
and killed during a shootout in Orange-
burg. Ever since the shooting, people were 
retaliating. All the schools in Orangeburg 
Consolidated School District 5 had to be on 
lockdown Thursday, Friday and possibly to-

morrow because two schools were threatened 
to get shot up. 

Why retaliate with violence? As the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would say, “Peace 
is the key to success.” Before I leave, I would 
like to say three words: “Get with God.” 
Amen.

Williams is a member of Shady Grove 
UMC.

Return to me: A word inspired by Psalms 51:1-17 

Williams shares with fellow United Method-
ists, drawing from the psalms.

Epworth Children’s Home

A culture of success
Epworth Children’s Home exists to serve children, youth and families, through a caring, 

accepting and safe community where hurts are healed, hope is nurtured and faith in God and 
trust in self and others is developed. 

The key purpose of Epworth is to break the destructive cycle of abuse, neglect and shame 
and replace it with an opportunity for each child to live a life of self-respect, responsibility and 
productivity.

Key moments from the previous year include the following:
Epworth continued to create a culture of success, which is reflected in the following statis-

tics: For the sixth year in a row Epworth’s high school students graduated at a 100 percent rate; 
96 percent of residents had two or fewer behavioral referrals at school; 86 percent of students 
achieved a C or better average each quarter; and 96 percent of students earned academic 
honor roll each quarter. 

Epworth was awarded significant grants from Google and The Duke Endowment that 
enabled Epworth to bring the Epworth Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing to life. The in-
stitute, when fully established, will comprise specialized centers that will engage children and 
family members through a collaborative strength-based approach in order to improve child 
wellbeing throughout South Carolina. This will occur by establishing missional outposts in 
local churches in each of the 12 districts in the conference.

Epworth launched the Institute for Child and Family Wellbeing and opened the first re-
gional center for Family Enhancement in the Charleston District. The initial work of this site 
will include recruiting, mentoring, training and providing support to foster parents, grandpar-
ents raising children and others who provide homes for children in need. 

Epworth received the coveted 4-Star rating from Charity Navigator for sound fiscal man-
agement and commitment to accountability and transparency for the seventh year in a row. 
Fewer than 7 percent of all charities receive the 4-Star rating five or more years in a row. The 
4-Star rating is the highest rating awarded. 

Epworth established the Center for Social Enterprise under the umbrella of the Institute for 
Child and Family Wellbeing. The Friends of Epworth brought Epworth Ice Cream to market 
and The Epworth Ice Cream Company engaged its first intern from Epworth’s Center for 
Independent Living to work and be mentored in marketing, sales and retail.  

And finally, congregational giving increased for the 12th year in a row. The average giving 
per church member was above $8 in 2018. 

There were 237 congregations in the conference that did not respond to any of the special 
Sundays or offering appeals for Epworth’s children.

Lay Servant Reflections

Photo by Henry Belton 

Tee time to help Food for Soul 
Craig Davis of Shiloh UMC makes a shot in the Food for Soul Charitable Golf Tourna-
ment March 28. Food for Soul is a community shelter in Camden where Shiloh UMC 
members and others volunteer. Davis, as well as Henry Belton, were on a team 
representing Shiloh UMC. The golf tournament is an annual event to help support the 
shelter. A sizeable donation was given in the name of Shiloh UMC. 

Many blessings
Members of the Pi Sigma 
Chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity Inc., 
Kingstree, under the 
leadership of President 
Torrance Wilson, recently 
donated canned goods 
to the Mount Zion United 
Methodist Church Food 
Pantry. Their charitable 
donations allow Mount 
Zion to provide canned 
goods to families within 
the congregation, as well 
as the community.  The 
endeavor goes a long 
way in helping people in 
need. 

Photos courtesy of Sandy Sorrow 

Latimer Memorial celebrates UMW 150th birthday
The United Methodist Women of Latimer Memorial UMC hosted a church-wide celebration 
recently for 150th birthday of the UMW. Here, UMW President Sarah Blackwell is surround-
ed by fellow UMW members Colleen Pinson, Regina Bullions, Hilda Bruce, Racine Owens, 
Gloria Eaves, Judith DuBose, Glenda Conley, Pat Wilson and Sandy Sorrow.
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2019 Annual Conference 
Lay Leadership Activities 

The Lay Leadership Executive Team is excited to announce
the events planned for Annual Conference. Mark your calendars now!

For more information,
please email laityevents@umcsc.org. 

We look forward to seeing you at Annual Conference!

June 2
First Timers Orientation
102 A-B
4:00pm-4:45pm
5:00pm-5:45pm
 
Laity Conversations: Missions and 
Ministries in the Local Churches
102C
4:00pm-4:45pm
5:00pm-5:45pm

June 3
Mission Expo
Hall 1, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

This year’s mission expo will feature 
a variety of hands-on missions that you 
will see in action and learn to do! Some 
may include B.E.D.S. (Better Education 
Deserves Sleep), reusable hygiene kits, 
wheelchair ramps, and the Conference 
Early Response Team/Disaster Relief.

In an attempt to justify himself, the legal 
expert asked, “Who is my neighbor?” 
(Luke 10: 25-37). Christ replied with the 
story of the Good Samaritan, who ren-

dered help to the half-dead man on the side 
of the road—the same man who had received 
no assistance from good church folks who 
passed by him. 

But we learned the lesson Christ was 
teaching: “Your neighbor is any person 
placed in your path. Do not discriminate. Do 
not judge. Do the right thing!”

Many folks are placed in our path every-
day. We like to say we apply what we learned 
from this story. We offer help. We encourage 
and do the right thing. We do not judge the 
person or why they are in whatever circum-
stance they find themselves. 

But what happens if that neighbor 
becomes our enemy? “Never,” we say. We 
learned our lesson well and act accordingly. 
Everyone is our neighbor and is not to be 
condemned. 

Still we may ponder the possibility that 
a neighbor could also be an enemy. This 
thought is quickly dismissed as we quote to 
ourselves, “Love your enemies, and do good 
to those who hate you” (Luke 6: 27). We are 
really good Christians and give ourselves a 
pat on the back.

Then along comes a neighbor disguised as 
an acquaintance, a friend or even a family-
member. We start a conversation. It doesn’t 
take long to surmise this person has ideas 
that are totally alien to what we believe and 
think. It is mind-boggling. We ask ourselves, 
“How can any rational and reasonable person 
not see these opinions are wrong, perhaps 
even evil? How can we support anyone who 
perpetuates this ‘wrong thinking?’” 

Something must be wrong with them—
not just their thinking processes, but with 
them personally. 

We need to “fix” them. Get them on the 
right path. We present the viewpoint we have 
analyzed, tested and proven to ourselves to 
be true. The truth is what they need to hear. 
It is persuasive in its own right.

They don’t listen. They create their 
response even before we complete our case. 
If they are polite, they begin their argument 
when we catch our breath. If they are not 
as considerate, they interrupt us in midsen-
tence. 

Our response mirrors theirs. Back and 
forth. Back and forth.

Gratefully, the conversation is halted by 
some outside force: a beeping phone, the ar-
rival of another neighbor, something.

But it doesn’t end. The conversation 
continues in the recesses of our thoughts. It 
develops a character and personality of its 
own. It becomes quite powerful, stimulat-
ing intense emotions. Whenever we see this 
person approaching or when their image 
walks through our mind, the barriers go up. 
The doors are shut. An uneasy feeling begins 
to manifest itself from deep within. 

Something has changed.
We no longer see a neighbor, be they an 

acquaintance, a friend or a family member. 
Our mind has blocked all recognition of the 
person. 

What we see is their rigid opinion. What 
they see is ours. We cannot separate the 
person from the opinion. The veil concealing 
our dislike of sharing the same space with 
them is thin. 

We put up our defenses. The neighbor is 
now our enemy. 

We struggle with this idea. We don’t want 
to admit this person is our enemy. We do 
concede we love them still, just as we have 
been taught to do. But there is an internal 
wretchedness when we think of this neighbor 
as an enemy.  

Stop!
We have misplaced our contempt. It is not 

our neighbor, we scorn. It is their opinion 
about something of which we disagree. Our 
neighbor is not the enemy.

Unfortunately, recognition of this insight 
does not make everything rosy. To agree to 
disagree is not enough to heal this wound. 
There must be surgical intervention in which 
toxic thoughts are removed and replaced 
with an open dialogue that does not include 
judgment or condemnation. 

Some tongue biting may be necessary at 
first. But if the mind and heart are open to 
really listen to each other and to seek under-
standing rather than to change opinions of 
either, there is hope—hope to see that the 
enemy is not the neighbor. 

The real enemy is a closed mind. 

Baker is a member of Bethesda United 
Methodist Church, Easley. 

Guest Commentary
by Margaret Comer Baker

The enemy

Homosexuality within the context 
of biblical doctrine has been a 
raging struggle for decades as 
many in The United Methodist 

Church seek to keep its practice inaccept-
able because it is incompatible with biblical 
teaching, while others, in the same church, 
seek to deem its practice acceptable because 
it is compatible with biblical teaching. 

The conspicuous irony here is that both 
the opponents and proponents of this 
struggle invoke a common book, the Bible, 
to offer an argument respectively against or 
in favor of the practice of homosexuality.

It is very hard to believe that the church 
would not have been in a better shape if 
the scholars and leaders who have debated 
and written about this issue had focused 
more on Jesus with the application of reason 
rather than patriarchal records, prophets 
and evangelists. Jesus is the only personage 
in the Bible we call Savior who even came 
close to revealing the whole disclosure of 
God: “When you have seen me, you have 
seen the Father.” 

Without the “triumph of reason,” we 
come so close to saying Jesus said nothing 
about LGBTQ. With the triumph of reason, 
whatever He said about inclusiveness, him-
self, the clearest image of God in the Bible. 
What Jesus did not say about the LGBTQ 
issue should also be factored into the shap-
ing of opinions.

The UMC Book of Discipline lists in Para. 
105 many of the ingredients that must be 
used in the theological task of receiving 
God’s message. All the ingredients referred 
to are biblical or human, with Scripture 
listed as the primary source. Other sources 
include the Holy Spirit, experience and 
reason. 

If the issue of homosexuality pits us 
against one another in the definition of our 
theological task, doesn’t it seem reasonable 
to pause and consider an alternate ap-
proach—namely, the application of reason 
to this struggle? So, the title of this theologi-
cal task is The Triumph of Reason.

The creation story is a good starting 
place to highlight the application of reason. 
It is unreasonable to literalize the creation 
story. It is not history. God inspired the 
scribes to write it as a poem. Who has not 
heard many times that the Bible is a book of 
many books including poetry, law, meta-
phor, hyperbole, allegory, parables, miracles, 
testimonies, etc.? There is no doubt that 
interpreting what is to be taken literally 
and what is otherwise legitimate linguistic 
expressions of God’s message is tricky for 
reasons obvious to almost everybody, but 
remains the theological task.

This kind of reasonable application of 
reason to the creation story is supported by 
a few facts:

If God spoke earth, heaven and all that 
is in them into existence in their present 

form in six days, who heard it? Certainly 
not humankind, who was not created until 
the sixth day, according to the first creation 
message.

To view the creation story in the context 
of reason does not mean apostasy or heresy 
is involved. It means that we know the earth 
and the universe could have existed eons of 
ages before God inspired a scribe to present 
God’s message in orderly form and purpose.

The application of reason into the cre-
ation story is an example of how it might be 
useful in discerning God’s message in many 
other sections of Scripture.

Nothing has been written that anybody 
can’t pick up a study Bible or interpreters 
and be informed that the creation story is 
poetry. The missing part of this picture is 
a look at LGBTQ issues in the context of 
Scripture with reason applied.

It can be heard on both sides of the 
discussion that the subject being discussed 
is human opinion and is often wrongly 
assumed to be aligned with God’s righ-
teousness. Human opinion is what a person 
thinks and is not what God thinks. 

(This author offers apologies for being so 
bold or ignorant to speak of God in such a 
human term as “thinking.” Of course, God 
does not have to think. He is all-knowing. 
God is the great “I Am.” Since everything 
that exists comes from the great “I Am,” it 
makes the concept of “evil” burdensome to 
explain, which is a part of the theological 
task that must not be glossed over.) 

The point is that human opinions 
seldom, if ever, rise to the level of God’s 
righteousness. 

God is so much deeper, higher and wider 
than our minds until there is no place for 
comfort in our opinions, until we do a little 
bit more with the application of reason than 
we have in the past. Our hope dwells in the 
energy to get our opinions as close to the 
righteousness of God as possible. Hope calls 
for some decisions to be made about the 
one who said “I am the Way, the Truth and 
the Life.” 

With that understanding, not the proph-
ets nor the pharisees nor even the evange-
lists can speak words that have a greater 
impact on our understanding (in the forma-
tion of our opinions) of who Jesus is than 
those words that Jesus spoke to describe 
Himself.

In closing, after examination and analysis 
of decades of writing and debating, it would 
be so interesting to know if everybody or 
almost everybody ended up where they 
started. 

The only way to learn what God wants to 
tell us is through Jesus. All other opinions 
hovering over us are a weak Christology of a 
dwarf-sized God.

Pearson is pastor emeritus at Francis 
Burns UMC, Columbia. 

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. John Pearson

The triumph of reason

When you read the Bible, it’s 
eye-opening to notice all the 
thousands of verses that are 
totally ignored by those who 

like to use it to divide or exclude people. 
For instance: ”When an alien lives with 

you in your land, do not mistreat him. The 
alien living with you must be treated as one 
of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for 
you were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your 
God” (Leviticus 19:33-34). Leviticus is the 
third book in the Bible (you know, Genesis, 
Exodus, then Leviticus). By the way, these 
verses are not talking about space aliens, but 
immigrants from other countries, just in 
case anyone was unclear on what it means 
by ”aliens.”

Isn’t it odd that certain people who ignore 
this as no longer relevant think that other 
verses in Leviticus are absolutely relevant. Le-
viticus 20:13, about homosexuality being 
detestable to God, seems to be of central rel-
evance to some Christians. That verse com-
mands that two men who have sex with each 
other must be put to death. Christians who 
believe in and live by this commandment 
would all (well, most) admit that Leviticus 
20:9, about one’s child cursing his parents, is 
no longer an acceptable or rational justifica-
tion for putting your child to death. Leviticus 
20:10 requires the death penalty for having 
sex with another person’s spouse. Leviticus 
19:28 is a clear command from God not to 
have a tattoo on your body. Wow, that’s bad 
for lots of military folks who served in the 
World War II generation and almost every-
body under 40 in the current world. 

Oh, and by the way, if you believe the 
rules in Leviticus are still binding, don’t eat 
rare meat (17:10-14 and 19:26), don’t cut the 
hair on the sides of your head and don’t clip 
off the edges of your beard (19:27), and don’t 
ever go to a fortune teller or medium (20:6). 
Do rise in the presence of the aged (19:32), 
don’t ever seek revenge or bear a grudge, 
love your neighbor as yourself and if you 
ever find anybody who is psychic, be sure to 
put them to death by stoning (20:27). Don’t 
worry about killing them, because the verse 
says “their blood will be on their own heads.” 
In other words, they brought it on them-
selves. Also, if you have sex with another per-
son’s slave, you must be punished (19:20-22). 
Don’t wear clothing woven with two kinds 
of material or plant your garden with two 
kinds of seed (20:19), don’t spread slander 
(we might call it gossip) among your people 
(19:16), don’t swear falsely by God’s name 
(19:12), and by all means, if you are a priest 
(for Protestants, I suppose this applies to 
pastors) you must not marry a woman who 
is not a virgin (21:13); this verse specifically 
precludes priests marrying widows, divor-
cees, former prostitutes or any woman who is 
not from his own people.

If any of these small samples of biblical 
injunctions are embarrassing to you, trust 
me, I did not include any of the ones that are 
truly too embarrassing for me to type into 
this article. 

Do people who regularly state that they 
live according to the words in the Bible ever 
actually read it, or do they only know the 
select verses that their favorite preachers or 
Bible teachers systematically repeat?

I will never understand how people can 
hold up the rules they like as absolutely nec-
essary to fulfill and the ones they don’t agree 
with as not worthy of mention. We cannot 
select only certain rules out of the Bible 
in order to judge some of us worse than 
others of us. When we do, we are exposing 
ourselves to be judged for all those other 
rules in the Bible, such as Jesus’ rule against 
divorce (read Mark 10:11-12). Don’t forget 
that 50 percent of adults who are profess-

ing Christians are divorced. Some Christians 
have been divorced four times. Hypocrisy is 
hypocrisy. 

If you believe you have a right to judge 
others who are “gay” or anyone else, read the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-7:28). If 
you’re living by what Jesus says there, maybe 
you can dictate that other people are not 
living an acceptable Christian lifestyle—oh, 
except one of the things Jesus speaks against 
in his very first sermon was judging others 
(Matthew 7:1-6).

It would be good for all of us sinners to 
accept that when we judge some sinners as 
somehow worse than other sinners (we are 
all sinners), others are also judging us. If you 
claim to do what you do on the basis of a 
greater respect for the Bible than someone 
else, then you better be able to show that you 
hold every verse in the Bible to the same high 
level of obedience as every other verse. 

There are commandments and instruc-
tions in both Old and New Testament that 
are no longer relevant, and we no longer 
believe them or live by them. While some 
Christians will verbally disagree with me on 
this, daily they prove with their actions that 
they do agree with it. We don’t pluck our eyes 
out when they lead us to lust, envy, covetous-
ness, gluttony, etc. We don’t stone people to 
death (or kill them otherwise) when they eat 
the wrong foods, marry the wrong spouse, 
lust for someone else’s spouse, have tattoos 
or body piercings (you know, like pierced 
ears), get divorced (once or multitudes of 
times), disobey or disrespect their parents 
and hundreds of other things the Bible com-
mands us to do or not do. If you read the Ten 
Commandments out of your Bible, and if you 
are honest with yourself, you’ll see that you 
consider (proved by your consistent actions) 
that at least several of them are no longer 
binding on Christians. 

Jesus described Satan’s very language as 
permeated with lies, and labeled him as the 
king of all liars. In another place, he illus-
trates how he feels about lying, when he says 
to Pilate, “For this reason I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on 
the side of truth listens to me” (John 18:37). 
Some Christians seem to think Jesus thought 
of Satan as the king of homosexuals, but of 
course he never even mentioned homosexu-
ality a single time. 

Just to be clear, in Matthew 5:27-30, Jesus 
equates lust with adultery—that’s right, one 
of the big 10—and in Matthew 5:21-26, he 
equates anger with murder (another of the 
big 10). I wonder how many of the people 
who take such pride in judging certain other 
sinners, and are so sure that those specific 
people are not living lives that are compatible 
with a Christian lifestyle, ever intentionally 
turn to the multitude of porn sites (lust) on 
the Internet (when no one is watching them, 
even though Someone actually is. That’s 
right: God, the FBI and others who know 
how). If you do that, Jesus says you should 
pluck out your eyes and chop off your right 
hand (Mark 9:43-47).

It is an extremely dangerous position to 
claim that only certain sinners in need of the 
grace of God are acceptable with full rights in 
our Christian family. The Bible says all of us 
are sinners and fall short of the Glory of God 
(Romans 3:23). 

Ask yourself what makes you so special. 
Only God knows our hearts. Only God 
knows who truly love God and desires to be 
with God forever.

Judge not, that you be not judged. And 
please don’t quote “Ye shall know them by 
their fruits.” Look in the mirror of your 
own conscience to judge the quality of your 
own fruit, and like James says, “Tame your 
tongue” (James 3:1-12).

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Robert Clemons (retired)

Throwing stones

Photo courtesy of the Rev. Linda Dunn

St. Paul’s men get praise for picnic outreach
The Sunnyside Neighborhood presented a plaque of appreciation April 14 to The 
Men’s Bible Class of St. Paul’s UMC, Orangeburg, for their annual community picnic, 
a time of fellowship and encouragement.

COLUMBIA—When you think of attend-
ing a jazz jam, how do you picture it? A dark 
room where musicians play on a stage while 
the audience enjoys drinks and cigarettes? 
Paying a cover charge for admission?

Think again.
Main Street United Methodist Church is 

hosting a monthly jazz jam in their fellow-
ship hall. While the room is dim and the 
musicians are on stage, there is no smok-
ing or drinking. There is no charge, though 
donations are accepted.

Held on the first Wednesday of each 
month, the event features a variety of musi-
cians. There is usually at least a keyboard 
player, a guitarist, a singer, a trumpeter and 
often drums. Other instruments jam oc-
casionally: flute, violin, bass, etc. While local 
musicians make up the bulk of the jammers, 
visiting jazz musicians often take to the stage 
while they are here. They play some familiar 
tunes but add in some not as well-known.

Jazz Jam was the brainchild of Jeanne 

Porter-Ashley (former member of Main 
Street UMC) who worked with well-known 
local trumpeter and Cola Jazz founder Mark 
Rapp. They wanted to provide a venue both 
for established musicians, but also a place 
where up-and-coming musicians could 
perform in a small venue with the more 
experienced. Another goal was to provide 
music in an atmosphere that many people 
could enjoy. Children are welcome, since 
one of the goals of Cola Jazz is education. An 
added bonus for those with alcohol issues is 
that there is none in the Methodist fellowship 
hall, so teetotalers are not out of place.

Catered meals are provided onsite for a 
small fee, but the music is free. The Jazz Jam 
lasts about two hours, so everyone is able 
to get home in time to prepare for the next 
work or school day. There is a large parking 
lot available, too.

Doors open at 6:30 and downbeat is at 7 
p.m. Whether you like your jazz cool or hot, 
there’s jazz for you at Main Street UMC.

Main Street UMC Jazz Jam
offers fellowship, fun 

RIDGELAND—On March 18, a chartered 
bus from Coachlight Tours of Savannah left 
St. Paul United Methodist Church with 40 
people bound for Dollywood’s DreamMore 
Resort, in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee.

The first-class resort has more than 600 
rooms built by Dolly Parton for families. 

The entire package trip included a 
breakfast each morning, a catered lunch on 
Tuesday, a dinner show Tuesday called “The 
Hatfield and McCoy’s,” a catered steak dinner 
in a private room of the resort and another 
show at the Pigeon Forge Southern Opry. 

Church pastor the Rev. Al Shifflett also 
arranged a private meeting room on Tuesday 
morning where he handed out a free book to 
each traveler titled “Back Porch Theology” 
and gave a personal testimony followed by 
discussion.

The trip budget was more than $19,000. 
Trips in the past were to the Holy Land in 
Orlando, Florida; the replica Ark in Ken-
tucky, with a stay at a scenic Cumberland 
Falls state resort lodge; the Carolina Opry 
Christmas Show in Myrtle Beach; and an 
Amtrak trip to the new $500 million Bible 
Museum in Washington (that trip had a 
budget of $25,000). 

The church is also planning an October 
leaf trip and train ride at Bryson City, North 
Carolina. For 2020, Pastor Al is planning a 
huge bus trip (maybe two buses), to visit and 
stay in the famous Nashville Opryland Hotel 
to take in a show at the Grand Ole Opry. 

“St. Paul’s, Ridgeland, is now well known 
for first class inspirational fun-fellowship 
trips and we look forward to the future,” Shif-
flett said. 

St. Paul makes latest fun-fellowship trip 
to Dollywood DreamMore Resort
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Be a friend.
You read the Advocate every month because it helps you understand what’s happening in 
the UMC and what other churches are doing across South Carolina for Jesus.

Now, it’s your turn to pay it forward. Give a friend the same gift you enjoy. Subscribe at least 
one friend this spring through the Advocate’s

‘Subscribe a Friend’
Spring Campaign.

How to do it:
1) Ask your friend if they’re a subscriber
2) If not, tell us your friend’s name/address along with $10 (discounted “friend rate”)
3) We’ll send your friend a discounted subscription to our print edition for one full year, 

plus a letter acknowledging your gift.
4) At the end of their year, we’ll send them a renewal card asking them to renew

Visit advocatesc.org/subscribeafriend or
Complete and return the following form with a check or credit card number:
Circle one: Dr. Mr. Miss Ms. Mrs. Rev.
Recipient’s Name: 
Address: 
Email:  Phone: 
Church name: District: 
Pastor: 

Your Name: 
Address: 
Email:  Phone: 
Church name: District: 
Pastor: 

PAYMENT:       Check made payable to the Advocate              Cash
      Charge credit card #: 
Exp.:  V-Code:
Name on card: 
Card billing address: 

(Credit card numbers are destroyed after card is run)

Amount: __$10 New “Subscribe a Friend” Special Rate

By the Rev. Steve Simoneaux
Clemson Wesley is a campus ministry that strives to be a 

community that welcomes all students as they are, chal-
lenges them to grow and encourages them to love God and 
neighbor in concrete ways. To that end, 24 students spent 
their spring break serving in Nashville to live out their mis-
sion to love God and neighbor. 

The week began by learning about the needs of those 
who find themselves homeless and who struggle with food 
insecurity. The rest of the week students served in various 
capacities including feeding and working with the homeless. 
Several students also spent time sorting and packing food to 
help with the food insecure in the greater Nashville area. 

While the work they completed helped the people and 
agencies we worked with, the trip also made a significant 
impact in the lives of the students who participated. 

“Nashville was meaningful to me because I love watch-
ing God work through other people,” said Michelle Mayer, 
freshmen. “Sometimes it’s easy to overlook the good in the 
world, but not when you’re surrounded by a beautiful Chris-

tian family. It really is a privilege to serve others because it 
transforms everyone involved. Seeing a person who materi-
alistically has very little joyfully singing praises to the Lord 
is a humbling and eye-opening experience. Working with 

the homeless and food insecure gives us something that we 
often need as college students—a bigger perspective. When 
we look outside the bubble of our daily routine, God’s magic 
is constantly at work. We need only open our eyes.”

Cassi Ringer, sophomore, said working with the home-
less and those with food insecurity hit hard. 

“Working with these individuals on a much larger scale 
than I ever experienced was incredible. It has even made 
me want to work in a nonprofit or food bank at some point 
to better serve and be better informed of the world around 
me,” Ringer said. “It was eye-opening and inspiring to not 
only want to help more people who are homeless but also 
experiencing food insecurity. It was eye-opening because it 
focused on the food insecure and more than just the home-
less. I was inspired to see the people who have little posses-
sion physically to show but they still worship and are loyal 
to God without doubts.”

Every year Clemson Wesley offers three weeklong mis-
sion experiences, as well as weekly opportunities to serve 
God and neighbor. 

Clemson Wesley students help homeless in Nashville during spring break

Students served in various capacities including feeding and 
working with the homeless.

GREENVILLE—Kidz Konference will once 
again be offered to the children of volun-
teers and delegates of South Carolina An-
nual Conference, set for June 2-6.

Held onsite at the TD Convention Cen-
ter, it will be offered June 3-5 and open to 
babies through rising sixth graders. While 
their parents are concentrating on the busi-
ness of the church, the children in Kidz 

Konference are concentrating on watching 
Scripture come alive through song, stories, 
games and activities. This year’s theme will 
be “Traveling Stories,” with an emphasis on 
Abraham, Jesus and Paul.

Kidz Konference is free, but registra-
tion is required. Volunteers 18 or older are 
needed. To register: www.umcsc.org/ac2019. 
To volunteer, call 864-380-8706.

AC2019 to again offer free Kidz Konference

Lake Junaluska to host summer events for youth 
Registration is open for Lake Junaluska’s six Summer Youth Events to be held in 
June and July. Middle school and high school youth groups may sign up for one of six 
events. Each event features morning and evening worship sessions as well as small 
spiritual growth groups, a spiritual practice workshop and evening prayer. This year’s 
theme is “Kairos: Your Moment of Opportunity.” Speakers and bands from across 
the Southeast will explore the theme in their messages. More information on dates, 
bands, etc. is at www.lakejunaluska.com/summeryouth. 

By Gail Jarvis
ORANGEBURG—The Rev. Frank James and 
the St. Stephen United Methodist Church 
family give God all the praise for their suc-
cessful “Yes We Can, Yes We Will” Scholar-
ship Gala, held March 30 at The Cinema.

The “Yes We  Can, Yes We Will” Ministry 
is an educational ministry implemented 
by James two years ago designed to reward 
students of the church who were actively 
involved and planned to attend an institution 
of higher education. The church hopes the 
gala will be an annual event.

The Scholarship Committee was able to 
provide 10 $200 scholarships to the follow-
ing students: Class of 2017, Lydia James, 
University of South Carolina Upstate, Spar-
tanburg; Sa’Quel Pepper, Claflin University; 
Khadijah Staley, Midlands Technical Col-
lege; and D’Andra’ Thompson, Charleston 
Southern University. Class of 2018, Marcus 
Jarvis, North Carolina A&T University; 
Christopher Jones, South Carolina State 
University; Lauren Jones, Claflin University; 
Damien Keitt, South Carolina State Univer-
sity; Ahnaza Muhammad, Johnson C. Smith 
University; and Alexis Thompson, Orange-
burg-Calhoun Technical College. And Class 
of 2019, Yasmire Evans, Clemson University. 

There was a $300 special donation to 
The Alice Carson Tisdale Honors College at 
Claflin University. 

“It was truly a blessing to see the com-
munity come together to support such a 
great cause,” said Gail Jarvis. “I know our 

youth will be forever grateful for their acts of 
kindness shown towards them. The African 
proverb, ‘It takes a village to raise a child,’ 
was displayed during this event.”

The keynote speaker for the evening was 
Dr. Henry N. Tisdale, president of Claflin 
University.

He said parents and students play a key 
role in students’ academic and career success 
and encouraged everyone to be involved 
with the future of our children.

Entertainment was provided by the St. 
Stephen Children/Youth Choir, Oaks of 
Righteousness Praise Dancers from Edisto 
Fork United Methodist Church and the de-
but of the youth gospel group Purpose.

James and the committee said the success 
of this gala was a result of prayer and the 
support of the St. Stephen church family, 
area churches, businesses and the commu-
nity.

The scholarship committee worked ex-
tremely hard to make this a successful event. 

“Several of the committee members do 
not have children currently enrolled in high 
school or college, but they wanted to reach 
back to lift up a young person to have the 
financial resources to achieve their goals of 
a college education,” said the Rev. Shirley 
Nichols.

They are looking forward to the coming 
years and expanding this scholarship minis-
try to include youth in the community who 
are active in their local churches and who 
plan to pursue a college education.

From left are Dr. Henry N. TIsdale, Sa’Quel Pepper, Lydia James, Alexus Thompson, Ahn-
aza Muhammad, Yasmire Evans, Damien Keitt, and the Rev. Frank James. Absent, Marcus 
Jarvis, D’Andra Thompson, Christopher Jones and Lauren Jones.

By Baylee Wykel
GREER—Sharon United Methodist Church 
has given books to the students at Reidville 
Elementary School for the fifth year in a 
row in a continuation of the South Carolina 
Conference’s Million Book Effort.

All of the Reidville Rockets received three 
books each from Sharon for a total of more 
than 1,100 books. 

At the start of the school year, Sharon also 
gave a $50 gift card to each of the teachers to 
buy school supplies for their classrooms.

This year the books were collected in 
memory of Olivia Davis. She was the wife 

of the late elder Rev. Charles Davis and a 
longtime educator. 

“We are so blessed here at Reidville 
Elementary to have such a caring, self-
less church community that consistently 
contributes to our school,” said the assistant 
principal of Reidville, Taylor Deal. “This 
generous gift has afforded our students, 
who otherwise may not have been able to 
purchase their own books, the opportunity 
to become better readers and more success-
ful academically.

Wykel is a high school junior and member 
of Sharon UMC.

In the back are Principal Phillip Dean, Director of Children’s Ministry Kelle Waters, Assistant 
Principal Taylor Deal, Bryson Williams and Bud DeYoung. In front are students Camille Lee, 
Elena Tiffany and Danton Jones.

Sharon helps kids with books, gift cards

Scholarship Gala honors 10 students

LORIS—First United Methodist Church got a more accurate lesson in American history 
recently when the chair of the South Carolina United Methodist Native American Commit-
tee spoke there on advocacy, education and awareness.

Zan Tracy Pender, NAC chair whose grandmother is a full-blooded Native American, 
spoke during the church’s Sunday worship about traditional Native spiritual beliefs, which 
center on the belief in one God (known as Creator, Grandfather God or The Great Spirit). 
He told parishioners most American history books relay inaccurate or incomplete infor-
mation, often including Native Americans only during the Columbus era through western 
expansion. 

He set straight misconceptions about the Native “honor cry” and about teepees, and 
shared how there are 13,000 identified Native Americans living in South Carolina.

Pender shares at First UMC
about Native American history

Dear Charlotte Churched,
Now that was a real-deal wor-

ship service for Maundy Thurs-
day the other week at Everyone Is 

Sacred Church. I couldn’t believe you and Mr 
Charlie wanted to go there rather than wor-
ship at our church, but you said our preacher 
said he didn’t care where we worshipped with 
as long as we all have the same Calvary. 

You said your cousin Estelle said it was a 
secret, but it would be a service aimed at old 
people that we would never forget, and she 
was right. Who knew a secret church meet-
ing actually meant don’t tell!

The electric scissors lift table in the sanc-
tuary was amazing. I’m telling you now we 
cried when you got in that chair on the lift 
table and they raised you up so Mr. Char-
lie could wash your feet. Then they let you 
down and he got in the chair. Mr. Charlie 
said he hadn’t been able to wash your feet 
in 25 years. The Clairol saleslady must be a 
member at Everyone Sacred and told all the 
beauty shops in the county, because there 
were church buses there from denominations 
that don’t even worship on Maundy Thurs-
day. Maybe they thought it was a recipe swap 
or something. 

You asked me on the way home to figure 
out who would come up with a lift table in 
church, so I called back up there and talked 
to their preacher. The oldest couple we saw 
was Mr. Gerskin and Mrs. Jettie, and both are 
over 100 years old. Mr. Gerskin is nearly deaf, 
much deafer than you or Mr. Charlie, and 
hearing aids do not help Mr. Gerskin, which 
is why he talks so loudly. 

Their preacher said last year that Mr. Ger-
skin’s grandson tried to get Mr. Gerskin to 
wash Mrs. Jettie’s feet. Mr. Gerskin said loud 
enough for everyone to hear that he could 
not get down on the floor to wash her feet. 
No one knows what the grandson replied 
but Mr. Gerksin said “If I could get on the 
floor to wash her feet, I wouldn’t need this 
wheelchair.” 

Their preacher said the grandson was 
quite upset but told Mr. Gerskin to be ready 
to wash Mrs. Jettie’s feet this year. The grand-
son found a place in Atlanta that rents those 
tables and picked the table up and then built 
the ramp to get wheelchairs up on the table. 
Their preacher said someone anonymously 
bought that table rather than send it back to 
the rental place. 

That was undoubtedly the best four-hour 
worship service I’ve ever been to! Holy Com-
munion sitting around a table with 11 other 
people is cool, but we have done that before. I 
guess we should have a couple rented scissor 
lift tables, but it was fun singing all those 
songs. I suppose that’s a good thing about a 
video screen is you don’t have to be looking 
up hymns in a book. I wonder what their 
piano player was thinking when he saw all 
those old people piling into those seats! 

In 2 Corinthians 4:16 it says, “Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day.” I believe 
the Lord used Mr. Gerskin’s grandson to 
renew a lot of old folks the other night. 

See you Sunday! 
Reynolds is a local pastor not currently ap-

pointed. Email him: reflector.ihg@att.net.

The Plank: A satire
by Phil Reynolds

You raise me up 

I really like quiet time. I like to escape the 
noise of the world so I can think. 

I spent a good part of my life in really 
noisy places: a welding shop, a rock 

crushing plant, around noisy tools, shooting 
sports and numerous hours flying airplanes. 
The price I’m paying for all that noise is hear-
ing loss and a never-ending ring tone deep 
inside. 

Over the years I’ve enjoyed a wide variety 
of music, which moved my emotions to new 
places. The music I seem to keep with me is 
that which requires a quiet, conscious effort 
to appreciate the artistry and allow emotions 
to overtake me. I don’t like a noisy radio, nor 
inconsiderate people with their own brand of 
loud entertainment. I also find great peace in 
the sounds of nature while I work my bees or 
tend the garden. I still have happy kid memo-
ries of the quiet lake water where dad rowed 
the small boat slowly, so as not to disturb the 
fish we children were so hopeful to catch.

I appreciate the creative efforts that have 
brought about a revolution of electronics, 
science and communication. The hearing 
devices I now have to wear in my ears used to 
be the size of an old transistor radio. While 
I’m sure there were tremendous hours of 
quiet thought that led to these inventions, 
I’m not so sure those who use the discover-
ies give as much thought to how they should 
be used. The leaps forward of knowledge 
keep the cutting edge sharp, often leading to 
greater achievements. All because creative 
people spend time thinking quietly and ask-
ing questions.

We’ve heard people say they had a prob-
lem that just avoided solution. They had to 
walk away, think about it and return with 
a clearer mind or a different perspective. 

Sometimes the mind just needs to quietly get 
out of its own way. Solutions to our social 
and political problems also seem elusive. It 
has become commonplace for people to open 
their mouths to blame others for problems 
when, given some quiet responsible thought, 
they might find the troubles begin with 
themselves. Some politicians, for example, 
become adept at spouting opinions about any 
subject, but seldom come up with thoughtful 
and meaningful plans that may be of benefit 
for everyone in the long term. 

We all know the expression, “I was so 
busy, I didn’t have time to think.” One of the 
most precious forces in our human universe 
is time. The second is human thought. Sci-
ence tells us that we humans only use 10 
percent of our God-given brain potential. 
What could we achieve if we were to break 
out another 10 percent? That’s not likely to 
happen anytime soon, unless mankind can 
find a way to slow down, be quiet and think.

As a kid, my favorite daydream was to lay 
on the cool grass, look at the clouds or the 
stars and imagine how far was far away. Some 
of the greatest scholars, philosophers and 
theorists of history no doubt spent a lifetime 
of quiet thought or meditation to open new 
doors of knowledge and understanding of 
God’s vast universe and the creatures and 
places within it. 

From time to time I’ve invited friends to 
spend some downtime with us, to sit in the 
rocker on the porch and simply listen, to 
allow the stresses of life to escape and begin 
a journey of thought that might take them 
elsewhere in the universe. 

Maybe, just maybe, they might recognize 
the voice of God. 

I wish you enough. 

        View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Quiet time
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If you are a new pastor or a pastor mov-
ing to a new church/charge, here is a 
resource that can help: 

The Right Start: Beginning Ministry in a 
New Setting (2014) 

(DVD1495L=) Author: Weems, Jr, Lovett 
H. 6 segments, CD with outlines & work-

sheets/2014. 
The Right Start is a video-based train-

ing resource for clergy preparing to begin 
ministry in a new setting. It includes video 
instructional segments, resources, planning 
aids and supplementary materials. The cur-
rent version has been revised and enhanced 
with new material on the relational aspect 
of transition, such as how to handle social 
media and issues of concern to single clergy 
and associate pastors. Age: YAS. 

Also, here are some new vacation Bible 
school kits for 2019:

Miraculous Mission:
Jesus Saves the World

(K981VB) Author: Concordia. 
Lift off for an intergalactic adventure 

with this VBS kit. Explore God’s miraculous 
mission and learn about His plan of salvation 
from creation to the cross, all based on the 
key verse John 3:16. Age: PeE. 

To Mars and Beyond: 
Super Starter Kit Plus Digital 
(K980VB) Author: Cokesbury. 

Blast off with the first VBS to land on 
Mars! Cokesbury’s “To Mars and Beyond” 
will help kids discover the wonders of God’s 
universe. They’ll become voyagers on a jour-
ney through space, exploring where God’s 
power can take them. Beginning in your 
assembly area—an outpost on Mars—they’ll 
lift off to distant planets on special missions 
to collect power sources. Along the way, 
they’ll learn how God walked with heroes of 
the Bible, and that God is always with them, 
too. Add to the adventure with out-of-this-
world fun, learning and timeless Bible stories 
that inspire kids to give glory to God, who is 
able to do far beyond all that we could ask or 
imagine! The theme verse (Vector Verse) is 
“Glory to God, who is able to do far be-
yond all that we could ask or imagine by his 
power at work within us” (Ephesians 3:20). 
Age: PeE. 

The South Carolina Conference Resource 
Center is your connection to VHS tapes, 
DVDs and seasonal musicals. We are here to 
serve your church family. To reserve resources, 
call 888-678-6272 or 803-786-9486, or visit 
www.umcsc.org/resourcecenter.

       Resource Center
by Betty Stalnaker

Taking faith to the next level

Global Briefs

Centrists, progressives to discuss church’s future
LEAWOOD, Kan.—Unhappy with the results of General Conference 2019, about 600 centrist 
and progressive United Methodists from across the United States will meet May 20-22 at 
the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection. The question being asked: What should 
become of The United Methodist Church?

Bishops discuss GC2019 outcomes with black caucus
ATLANTA—African-American bishops and other members of The United Methodist 
Church’s black caucus recently joined in the many conversations happening in the wake of the 
denomination’s recent General Conference. 

New book looks at church vitality
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The Rev. Olu Brown, pastor of Atlanta’s Impact Church, takes a criti-
cal and inspirational look at four aspects of 21st-century ministry and church vitality in “4D 
Impact: Smash Barriers Like a Smart Church.” Impact is one of the fastest growing United 
Methodist congregations in the U.S.

UMCOR assists with 2018 hurricane recovery
ATLANTA—Grants of $6.4 million for the North Carolina Conference and $4.6 million for 
Alabama-West Florida, responding to Hurricanes Florence and Michael, are part of the $27.6 
million approved by the United Methodist Committee on Relief for disaster response, sustain-
able development, global migration and Global Health support. 

Native American Ministries Sunday resources available
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Native American Ministries Sunday will be May 5, or any other Sunday 
a church chooses. A pastor and leaders’ kit containing promotional resources like devotional 
messages, social media graphics, a poster and bulletin insert is available at UMCGiving.org.

How will denominational divide affect mission?
ATLANTA—During their spring meeting, directors of the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries expressed pain over the deep divide that has occurred since the special General 
Conference and concern about how that divide will affect mission work and mission giving.

Conference offers guidance on apportionment alternatives
PASADENA, Calif.—The California-Pacific Conference sent a letter to all their churches with 
advice on connectional giving options that include withholding or redirecting apportionment 
contributions as a demonstration of their rejection of 2019 General Conference votes.

Leaders pursue plan for new U.S. structure
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Despite concerns the plan will be engulfed by the homosexuality 
debate, the Connectional Table is submitting legislation to create a decision-making body on 
U.S. matters.

UMCOR executive praises Great Plains relief efforts
NORTH LOUP, Neb.—A United Methodist Committee on Relief executive praised the work 
of the Great Plains Conference in helping people deal with flood damage. “The conference 
has done a really good job of getting ahead of it,” Cathy Earl, UMCOR’s director of disaster 
response, said during a visit to Nebraska.

Bishop Weaver serving Virginia Conference as interim
GLEN ALLEN, Va.—Bishop Peter D. Weaver is serving as interim bishop of the Virginia 
Conference while Bishop Sharma D. Lewis is on six months of medical leave. In greetings to 
the conference, he acknowledged the state of the church following General Conference and 
shared that listening is an important part of the work he is currently doing in the Virginia 
Conference.

Denomination launches new website for leaders
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—United Methodist Communications has launched the new leadership-
focused website ResourceUMC.org. The site was developed as a centralized portal to equip 
United Methodist leaders across the globe with helpful information, tools and multilingual 
assets. This eliminates the need to bookmark multiple denominational websites. 

Fire destroys part of United Methodist school
MUTARE, Zimbabwe—Fire destroyed the junior block at Hartzell High School, a United 
Methodist school at Old Mutare Mission, leaving hundreds of students with no classrooms. 
The blaze also gutted the storage area that houses the school’s textbooks and two specialty 
classrooms with more than 30 sewing machines and stoves.

United Methodists welcome female Scouts BSA troop
CLEVELAND, Tenn.—It’s not easy being one of the first female Scouts BSA troops. But the 
six girls who formed Troop 1010, sponsored by Broad Street UMC, didn’t let the naysayers or 
their lack of experience keep them from making an impression at their first scouting event.

Judicial Council receives grant for operations
NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The General Council on Finance and Administration board voted to 
grant $120,000 to the Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court. The funds from the Gen-
eral Administration Contingency Fund are meant to help with operations funding, including 
the Judicial Council’s special meeting to coincide with the 2019 General Conference. 

—Courtesy of UMC.org and United Methodist News Service

Leave A Legacy To Change Lives

The South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
P. O. Box 5087, Columbia, SC 29250-5087

scumf@bellsouth.net

Archives conjure up all sorts of im-
ages, and in the popular imagina-
tion, they usually involve dust. 

You probably are thinking of 
scenes from a movie, maybe an Indiana Jones 
film where he dashes into a room with lots of 
shelves and old volumes in search of some bit 
of information, some item of lost knowledge. 
Or maybe you’re thinking of a warehouse of 
boxes, or a small, dark room with someone, 
probably of advanced age, there to help find 
some hard to locate bit of information. 

The truth is, we don’t really like dust, and 
we try to keep the books and papers in the 
various collections as free of it as possible. 
Archives vary in size, from closet to ware-
house, and increasingly in the digital age, 
to a few hard drives in a server farm. The 
materials in archives aren’t limited to books 
and ledgers, but can range from file folders to 
audio and videotape, from maps to computer 
files, and from yearbooks to photographs. 

Technically, archives are the permanently 
valuable records of an organization, such as 
a college, a church, a state or (in our case) an 
annual conference. In our case, they include 
such things as the conference journals, the 
Advocate, conference board and commission 
minutes, agency files and district records. 
An archives might also collect materials 
that relate to its mission, such as books by 
and about South Carolina Methodism or 
Methodists, pictorial directories, local church 
histories and files on different churches. Tak-
ing a broader view, archives to some people 
are simply the place where the old stuff goes, 
or where one goes for information about the 
past. 

Our primary focus is on the records of 
the Annual Conference, though we do have 
the records of some closed local churches. 

I’ve gotten several questions recently about 
local church records, so I’ll say this here: If 
you are looking for local church history, the 
best place to start is in the local church or 
in the community, though we may be able 
to help with some statistics, a list of pastoral 
appointments and changes in charge lines. 
We’ve put some of our clergy online so that 
local churches can download them. Some 
researchers call to ask if we can produce an 
ancestor’s baptism or marriage record and 
anticipate that all of those records are on 
the internet, ready to be found with a quick 
Google search. I wish it were that easy. We 
don’t have the baptism or marriage records 
for active congregations, nor do we have their 
church council minutes. If we tried to keep 
all of that, we would need a warehouse, and 
anyone who has visited knows we don’t have 
that kind of space! 

Why should your church have an ar-
chives? In part, because keeping local church 
history is the local church’s responsibility. 
That’s why you have a local church historian 
and a committee on records and history. The 
church historian’s job is to take care of the 
church’s historical records and to make sure 
that records being produced today – every-
thing from the weekly bulletin or newsletter 
to the minutes of the church council – are 
being kept in a safe place. 

Our website has some links to collections 
here in the archives and to resources that will 
help your church organize its own records. 
And the General Commission on Archives 
and History has guidelines as well. And you 
can always contact me for guidance. I’ll even 
remind you to keep the dust out. 

Stone is archivist for the S.C. Conference 
and Wofford College. Read his blog at blogs.
wofford.edu/from_the_ archives.

From the Archives
by Dr. Phillip Stone

So what’s an archives?

By Richard L. Beach
Gillette United Methodist Church, Martin, and the Allendale Charge of the Walterboro 

District will soon dedicate South Carolina Department of Archives and History Historic 
Marker 3-16 during their annual Homecoming Services May 5. 

The marker is a reminder to all of the early spread of Methodism throughout South 
Carolina.

The earliest documentation of what was then Gillett’s Church was an 1812 agreement 
from Rev. James Capers to Dr. Elijah Gillett for housing beginning in Jan. 1813. Capers was 
a first cousin of the Rev. William Capers, the first editor of the Southern Christian Advocate 
(now the South Carolina United Methodist Advocate), and later appointed bishop in South 
Carolina.

The 1936 WPA Survey of Churches in South Carolina documents that Gillette’s tradition 
states the congregation dates from the late 1700s and first met in a brush arbor. 

The Rev. George Palmer Hudson currently serves the Allendale Charge.
Beach is a member of Gillette UMC.

Historic marker to remind
about early spread of Methodism

Gillette’s tradition states the congregation dates from the late 1700s and first met in a brush 
arbor. 

By Maude Cooper
CAMDEN—This year, 2019, is 
a year of celebration for First 
United Methodist Church. The 
sister churches of Trinity UMC 
(132 years) and Macedonia UMC 
(85 years) joined together 21 
years ago and formed First UMC, 
also known as “Camden First.” 

These three congregations 
have served the Kershaw County 
community for 153 years. Through varied 
programs, God has blessed our congregation 
to be a positive influence in many lives.

Oral tradition has it that a Negro congre-
gation was formed in Camden before 1866. 
This congregation worshipped in its own 
building on the south side of West Dekalb St. 
On Nov. 24, 1875, this congregation pur-
chased Trinity from the white congregation 
when they built Lyttleton Street UMC. Many 
improvements were made to the church.

In the meantime, a prayer band consisting 
of members and friends residing in the Kirk-
wood section of Camden desired a church. 
Building materials and land were secured for 
the new church. History has it that this new 
church, Macedonia UMC, was built in one 
day: on June 12, 1913.

Unfortunately, Trinity Church was par-
tially destroyed by fire in 1925. Rebuilding 
the new church was a team effort between the 
members and the community. Aside from 
the building fund, members were asked to 
donate bricks. On June 28, 1928, the congre-
gation of Trinity UMC marched from Mather 
Academy to its new building.

Between 1960-1967, Macedonia and 
Trinity truly became sister churches, and one 
pastor served both churches; the Camden 
Charge was born. During Dr. Granville 
Hicks’ leadership, Trinity Apartments were 
built to provide affordable housing for the 
citizens of Camden and Kershaw County.

The Trinity and Macedonia charge expe-
rienced two firsts. One, in 1990, the Rev. Carl 
Ritter was appointed to serve as the pastor, 
making him one of the first cross racial ap-
pointments in the South Carolina Confer-
ence. Then, in 1995, the first female pastor, 
the Rev. Cassandra Jackson, was appointed to 
the charge. It was under her leadership that a 
merger committee was formed. After meet-
ings and discussions of the two churches, 
both congregations agreed to the merger. 

In 1998, Camden First was born. This 
merger committee consisted of (from Mace-
donia UMC) Pearl Boswell, Doris Cooke, 
Kenneth Cooke, George F. Manigault, Jr., the 

late Jasper Boswell and Bettye P. 
Cooke, and (from Trinity UC) 
Debra Edwards, Nathaniel Ed-
wards, Edna S. Stradford, the late 
Susie Hampton, Marion Cooper 
and Carl Robinson Sr. 

Between 1998-2019, Camden 
First has had five pastors: Jackson, 
then the Revs. Otis Scott Sr., Ellis 
White Jr., Larry D. McCutcheon 
and Keith Hunter.

In 2000, under the leadership of Scott, 
the Camden First Community Development 
Corporation was organized, and Camden 
First went through a complete renovation 
and restoration. During his tenure the church 
was designated a historical site. 

In 2008, White was appointed to Cam-
den First and brought a new spiritual uplift 
to the congregation. He brought new ideas 
that impacted growth in the church and the 
community.

In 2015, McCutcheon brought signifi-
cant experience from different locations in 
the state and within the United Methodist 
Conference. Under his leadership, a church 
message board was constructed, the United 
Methodist Men received their charter and the 
United Methodist Women continued to have 
a major impact in the community. 

In 2018, the conference appointed the 
Rev. Keith Hunter as the pastor. In his short 
tenure, repairs have ben made to the window 
sills and new carpet has been installed in the 
sanctuary. He expresses a warmth in per-
sonality that people respond to well. He is a 
spirited communicator with a unique ability 
to understand and explain God’s Word. 

Their years of serving God, delivering the 
Word and being a positive force in the com-
munity deserved several days of praise and 
thanksgiving. The festivities began March 20 
at 7 p.m. with a Revival Service. The speaker 
for this occasion was the Rev. Angela Ford 
Nelson. Then, “Joy Night at the First” on 
March 22 was a night of singing praises to 
God and included joyful singing from church 
choirs. On March 23 from 12-3 p.m., the 
children and youth celebrated the weekend 
with a Fun and Game Day. A worship service 
and reception were held March 24 at 4 p.m. 
The speaker was former pastor Hicks. The 
theme for the occasion was “A Future with 
Hope.”

The Anniversary Committee consisted of 
Chairperson Henriette Hines, Christine Car-
los, Doris Cooke, Maude Cooper, Remond 
Cooper, Debra Edwards and Dr. Connie 
Graham. 

Camden First celebrates 21 years 

Hicks

HUGER—New Hope United Methodist 
Church celebrated its Journey of Faith Day 
Sept. 22 with a prayer breakfast, special mes-
sage and the unveiling of a historical marker 
in honor of the congregation’s 181st anniver-
sary.

Bringing the message was New Hope’s the 
Rev. Nathan Smalls, who is now pastor of 
Mount Carmel UMC, Bamberg. 

“As we reflected to the Joshua Army 
march from Loretta Bridge to the church, 
by our ancestors, we celebrated with joy, 
love and emotions admiring their courage, 
strength and faith,” said Jennet Williams, 
church member. 

“We are grateful for the legacy that they 

left behind for us. We praise and thank God 
for them.”

New Hope pastor the Rev. Shawn V. 
Chestnut, associate pastor the Rev. Joann 
Garrett and the congregation offered special 
thanks to the Rev. Lillie Davis and her hus-
band, Charles, for assisting with the historical 
event. 

On Sunday, Sept. 23, the congregation 
gathered at the newly unveiled historical 
marker and then marched into the sanctuary 
for the morning service. 

New Hope is the oldest church in its com-
munity and was established in 1837.

“To God be the glory for the things He has 
done,” Williams said.

New Hope unveils historical marker
to celebrate 181st anniversary

On Sunday, 
Sept. 23, the 
congregation 

gathered at 
the newly 
unveiled 
historical 

marker 
and then 

marched into 
the sanctu-
ary for the 

service. 
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Barbara and Gerry Rosenlund met 62 years ago in Kansas at the wedding of mutual friends. They met in August, and they were married the 
following February. The two spent three years traveling for the Navy, and then the next 35 years moving from state to state with Gerry’s job 
at DuPont where he served as Plant Manager. They first came to Florence in 1969 for work, spent four years here, returned in 1989 and have 

remained in Florence ever since. Something about Florence just stuck and they grew to love the city and the people. Just as they were quickly 
sure of each other when they met, so they were quickly sure of their decision to move to The Manor for retirement. Take a read as they share 

their story of becoming residents of Asbury Village Patio Homes.

How’d you first come to know about The Manor?
Probably through the paper! Through your ads! But we hadn’t really given it serious thought to The 

Manor and hadn’t even been out here, but our kids encouraged us to give retirement communities some 
thought. We actually had a deposit down at a community at the beach. Word got out that we were 
looking at the beach and some of our friends got after us asking, “Why would you leave Florence? Why 
would you leave your friends, your routine, your community, your doctors?” And we realized that was a 
great point. When we really started looking at things seriously, one of the things that really impressed 
us is that in the Patio Homes, you make an investment in your Occupancy Fee and you get it all back if 
your situation changes and you need to move to another part of the community. At the beach, you 
lost 40% in four years. It made a huge difference to us. I don’t know of anyone else who offers 100% 
refund on Occupancy Fee like The Manor does. We see it as making an investment in our future. And 
we don’t have to go through a move if something changes – because we’re already here! 

How did you know The Manor was right for you?
At that point, we still had money down on a place at the beach, before we had seriously looked 

at The Manor. Then, we came out to tour The Manor, knowing we could still get our money back at 
the beach, and when we came here we realized that this is the place we were supposed to be. 

We got a much bigger house, a yard. … I mean, the house at the beach was nice but it was nowhere near 
as nice as this. And then we got a realtor and our house sold in 47 days! We always think about the Lord leading us wherever 

we were going to go and do, and with as fast as our house sold it indicated to us that we were doing the right thing. 

What did your children think of The Manor? What was their reaction to the idea of 
coming here?

When they first saw it, their jaws dropped open. They couldn’t believe how nice it 
all was. My mom had been in a place in Kansas for 19 years, and it was nice … a little 
dated. But this is so much nicer than her place. The kids are thrilled that we’re here and 
that we’re enjoying the lifestyle we have here. We told them about how we have two 
new major appliances in our house, a new air unit and a new dishwasher, and the great 
part about being a Manor resident is we didn’t have to lift a finger to make it happen!

You LOVE to Travel. What happens to your Patio Home while you’re gone?
We’ve had a house in Michigan for 53 years; we go there every summer. We love to 

travel. We like to go, go, go! We’ve been all over the world. And we’re not stopping 
anytime soon, hopefully! Now that we’re at The Manor, we don’t have the worries 
we used to. Before, when we’d go to Michigan for the summer, Gerry would come 
home to Florence at least once to check on the house, and we don’t have to do that 
anymore. The Manor keeps the house clean, checks that everything is okay, and we 
really don’t think twice about the house while we’re gone. We used to have to come 
home to a host of things to do, like clean up the yard, clean the pool, see if the air 
was working or if the water pipes were okay. Here, when we come home the house is just as we 
left it. It certainly makes our leaving for trips significantly easier. It’s truly maintenance-free. We just get up and 
go when we want, and the house isn’t even on the list of things to think about. 

Fill in the blank. My favorite part about being a 
Patio Home resident is ___________.

Worry-free living. You just don’t have to worry 
about all these things that you had to out there in a 
normal home owner situation. Beyond that, it’s the 
comradery with other people. Nice social things…
we’ve met some great people! We’ve thoroughly 
enjoyed meeting all the great people and sharing 
life experiences and swapping stories. It’s such a nice 
atmosphere. Everybody is just so friendly. We’ve got 
plenty of choices of things to do. No shortage of 
that for sure. And don’t forget the food! The food is 
fantastic. 

If someone was considering moving into a Patio Home but wasn’t sure, 
what would you say to them?

Just do it! And don’t wait too long! I’ve always heard that most people wait about seven 
years too late beyond when they should make that decision, and I think we’ve made our decision early enough that 

we can truly enjoy it. Getting involved and seeing people and having things to do…it probably helps people live longer! Don’t be stubborn. Don’t 
be so tied to your house or your things that you miss out. It’s truly a community here and we couldn’t be happier with our decision.

Call or visit us online today to schedule your personal tour.

www.themanorseniorliving.com

The Manor is a full Continuing Care Retirement Community that offers Independent Living options
as well as Assisted Living and Dementia/Alzheimer’s care.Photo courtesy of Gwendolyn T. White

Dedicated service
Albert Ford Sr. received recognition Jan. 27 as Lay Servant Emeritus for many years 
of service as a lay servant for Mount Zion United Methodist Church, Sumter.  

Happy 90th birthday!
Friends and family recently celebrated 
the nine-decade milestone of the Rev. 

James Bert Watson, who served the 
South Carolina Conference for more 

that 40 years. Watson first served the 
Hartsville District at Twitty UMC. He’s 

also served the Spring Hill Charge, Aynor 
Charge, Hickory Grove Charge and 

Buford Charge. He served for 10 years 
at Chapin UMC, his last appointment 
before he retired, and he served the 

East Lancaster Charge as retired supply. 
The celebration was organized by Beth 

Ramsey, Gary Watson, Mike Watson and 
their families.

Joyce Jeanette Ritchie Barnes
LINCOLNTON, N.C.—Joyce Jeanette 
Ritchie Barnes, mother of Lori Altman, 
died April 17, 2019. Mrs. Altman is the wife 
of the Rev. Henry Altman, pastor of Main 
Street United Methodist Church, Dillon.

Funeral services were held April 20 at 
Marvin UMC with burial in the church 
cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Marvin 
UMC, 2731 Startown Road, Lincolnton, NC 
28092.

Mrs. Barnes is survived by her husband, 
Jerry “Skip” Barnes, and two daughters.

Edith West Burnett
ANDERSON—Edith West Burnett, step-
mother of Beth Treaster and stepgrand-
mother of Brandon Fulmer, died March 21, 
2019. Mrs. Treaster is the wife of the Rev. 
Fred Treaster, a retired member of the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church and pastor of the Chiquola-
Donalds Charge, Honea Path. The Rev. 
Brandon Fulmer is the pastor of the Jackson 
Charge, Jackson.

Funeral services were held March 23 at 
Sullivan-King Mortuary Chapel with burial 
in M. J. “Dolly” Cooper Veterans Cemetery 
March 25.

Mrs. Burnett is survived by her step-
daughter.

Rev. Robert Beaty Clyburn
AIKEN—The 
Rev. Robert Beaty 
Clyburn, a retired 
elder of the South 
Carolina Con-
ference of The 
United Method-
ist Church, died 
March 29, 2019.

Prior to his re-
tirement in 2001, 
Rev. Clyburn served the Murrells Inlet, New 

Zion, Van Wyck, Church of the Good Shep-
herd, Van-Wyck-Good Shepherd, Aiken-
Charles Wesley, Epworth, Indian Field and 
Barnwell charges. Following his retirement, 
he served the Grover Charge as a retired 
supply.

Funeral services were held April 6 at St. 
John’s UMC.

Memorials may be made to Carolina 
Honduras Health Foundation, P.O. Box 528, 
Barnwell, SC 29812; or to St. John’s UMC, 
Bereavement Ministry, 104 Newberry St. 
N.W., Aiken, SC 29801-3918.

Rev. Clyburn is survived by his wife, 
Mary Anne Clyburn, son and two daugh-
ters.

Athalee Tidwell Dickerson
ELGIN—Athalee Tidwell Dickerson, widow 
of the Rev. Dennis R. Dickerson Jr., died 
March 30, 2019.

A memorial service was held April 3 at 
Trinity United Methodist Church, Blythe-
wood. A graveside service was held April 4 
at Union Memorial Gardens, Union.

Memorials may be made to the Alzheim-
er’s Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave. Floor 
17, Chicago, IL 60601.

Mrs. Dickerson is survived by her son.

Rev. Elizabeth Cavagnaro Dill
PANAMA CITY, 
Fla.—The Rev. 
Elizabeth Cavagn-
aro Dill, a retired 
deacon of the South 
Carolina Confer-
ence of The United 
Methodist Church, 
died March 17, 
2019.

Prior to her 
retirement in 2001, Rev. Dill served as the 
director of Christian education at St. John’s 
UMC, Aiken.

A memorial service was held March 31 at 

St. John’s UMC.
Rev. Dill is survived by her son and two 

daughters.

Rev. Thurmond O’Neil Flowers
AIKEN—The Rev. 
Thurmond O’Neil 
Flowers, a local 
pastor of the South 
Carolina Confer-
ence of The United 
Methodist Church, 
died April 10, 
2019. Rev. Flowers 
was pastor of the 
Norway Charge, 
Norway, at the time of his death.

Prior to being appointed to the Norway 
Charge, Rev. Flowers was the pastor of the 
Beulah, Sandy Run, and Branchville charges.

Funeral services were held April 13 at St. 
John’s United Methodist Church.

Memorials may be made to Give Kids 
the World, 210 S. Bass Road, Kissimmee, FL 
34746; or to Salkehatchie Summer Service, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 108, Columbia, 
SC 29203.

Rev. Flowers is survived by his wife, Patsy 
Flowers, and son.

Joseph Robert Guild
COLUMBIA—Joseph Robert Guild, father 
of the Rev. Sandra G. Stillinger, died April 
14, 2019. Rev. Stillinger is the pastor of 
Shiloh United Methodist Church, West 
Columbia.

A funeral mass was held April 17 at St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church with burial with 
U.S. Air Force honors in Greenlawn Memo-
rial Park Serenity Gardens.

Memorials may be made to Mission to 
the Children, P.O. Box 211322, Bedford, 
TX 76095; or to the Ross Rikard Memorial 
Fund, c/o the South Carolina United Meth-
odist Foundation, P.O. Box 5087, Columbia, 
SC 29250-5087.

Mr. Guild is survived by his two sons and 
daughter.

Dorothy Smith Smoak
ORANGEBURG—Dorothy Smith Smoak, 
widow of the Rev. James R. Smoak, died 
March 24, 2019.

Funeral services were held March 28 at 
St. Andrews United Methodist Church with 
burial in the Eutawville Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to St. Andrew’s 
UMC Audio Visual Fund, 1980 Columbia 
Road, Orangeburg, SC 29115.

Mrs. Smoak is survived by her son and 
daughter.

Rev. Marvin Taylor Sr.
GOOSE CREEK—
The Rev. Marvin 
Taylor Sr., an elder 
of the South Caro-
lina Conference of 
The United Meth-
odist Church, died 
April 5, 2019. His 
wife, the Rev. Mae 
Francis Taylor, is 
the pastor of Joshua 
UMC, Moncks Corner.

Rev. Marvin Taylor served the Laurens 
Charge and St. Thomas Charge before being 
placed on incapacity leave.

Funeral services were held April 12 at 
Moncks Corner UMC with burial in Taylor 
Cemetery, Garnett.

Rev. Taylor is survived by his wife and 
six sons.

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.
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Other News

LAKE JUNALUSKA, North Carolina—The Lake Junaluska 
Conference and Retreat Center recently announced plans 
for major renovations to its youth dining facility as part of 
its ongoing revitalization of youth ministry effort made pos-
sible by charitable donations.

The dining facility renovations will allow Lake Junaluska 
to modernize and develop the existing building, improving 
its accessibility, aesthetics and usability for the benefit of 
youth program participants and visitors.

Lake Junaluska Executive Director Ken Howle an-
nounced during the conference center’s annual donor 
banquet held in March that the Ann G. and W. Vann York 
Foundation of High Point, North Carolina, has added its 
support for the revitalization initiative.

The York Foundation joins 60 other donor households, 
comprised of foundations, corporations, couples and indi-
viduals, who have pledged their support.

“Because of this generosity, we are able to live more fully 
into our aspiration to be a place that connects more youth 
to Christ through meaningful ministry, recreation and edu-
cation programs,” said Howle.

Lake Junaluska executives have planned the dining hall 
improvements in three phases.

The first phase, which was completed in 2017, included 
the installation of insulation, insulated windows, a heating 
and air-conditioning system, a new ceiling in the main din-
ing room, new flooring in the secondary dining room, new 
exterior and interior paint, and infrastructure repairs.

The second phase, which is planned for late 2019 to early 
2020, includes a deck overlooking the lake, an accessible en-
trance ramp to the building that also provides access to the 
deck, landscaping, new accessible bathrooms, new exterior 
doors, dining space and kitchen upgrades, and mechanical 
system improvements.

Upon completion of the second phase, Lake Junaluska 
will rename the youth dining facility the “York Dining 
Commons” in honor of Ann and Vann York’s support of this 
effort.

The third phase of renovation is planned for 2022. Lake 
Junaluska executives expect efforts to center around the 
expansion of the kitchen and the development of a food 
court area.

Lake Junaluska announces major renovations for youth dining facility



May
Christian Home Month

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
Older Adult Recognition Day (any day in 

May)

May 2—National Day of Prayer

May 2-3—Annual Plant Sale, Lake Junalus-
ka, N.C. http://lakejunaluska.com

May 2-5—North Carolina Quilt Symposium, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. http://ncqsi.org/

May 3—May Friendship Day

May 3-5—FCF Confirm 2019, Lake Junalus-
ka, N.C. www.fcfconfirm.net.

May 4—Annual Beach Bash, Friendship 
UMC, Rock Hill, 6-9 p.m.

May 4—Third annual Justin Christopher 
Memorial Sport Shooters Classic, 
sponsored by Mount Holly UMC, Rock 
Hill, Rock Creek Sports Club, Rich-
burg. www.mthollyumc.org.

May 5—Native American Ministries Sunday

May 5—Charleston District Pre-Conference 
Training, Sandhill UMC, Ridgeville, 3 
p.m.

May 5—Florence District Pre-Conference 
Training, Manning UMC, Manning, 3 
p.m.

May 5—Greenwood District Pre-Conference 
Training, Panola UMC, Greenwood, 
3 p.m.

May 5—Hartsville District Pre-Conference 
Training, Wesley UMC, Hartsville, 3 
p.m.

May 5—Spartanburg District Pre-Confer-
ence Training, Silver Hill Memorial 
UMC, Spartanburg, 3 p.m.

May 5—Walterboro District Pre-Conference 
Training, Sandhill UMC, Ridgeville, 3 
p.m.

May 5-10—Road Scholar Program: A 
Wildflower Quest in the Mountains 
of Western North Carolina, Program 
#23036, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

May 7—UMVIM, Grace UMC, Columbia, 
7:30 p.m.

May 7-10—Transititional/Intentional Interim 
Ministry, Phase 1, Lake Junaluska, 
N.C. http://lakejunaluska.com/interim/
aspx

May 10—School of Pastoral Ministry—
Weekend 1

May 11—SC-ERT Quarterly Training Event, 
Mount Horeb UMC, Lexington, 8:30-5 
p.m. $40. http://www.umcsc.org/data/
ertregistration.php

May 12—Festival of the Christian Home

May 12—Mother’s Day

May 12—Mother’s Day Offering for Epworth 
Children’s Home

May 12-17—Road Scholar Program: The 
Great Smoky Mountains Through 
the Photographer’s Lens, Program 
#22927, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.

org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

May 18—UMW Come Together, Be Togeth-
er, Trinity UMC, Spartanburg, 9 a.m.

May 19—40th Birthday and Homecoming 
celebration, Disciples UMC, Green-
ville.

May 19—Heritage Sunday

May 19—Advocate Awareness Sunday

May 19—40th Anniversary Homecoming, 
Disciples UMC, Greenville. Dr. Bob 
Stillwell, speaker. https://mydisciples 
umc.org

May 19—Anderson District Pre-Conference 
Training, St. John’s UMC, Anderson, 
4 p.m.

May 19—Columbia District Pre-Conference 
Training, Ashland UMC, 3 p.m.

May 19—Greenville District Pre-Conference 

Training, Francis Asbury UMC, Green-
ville, 3 p.m.

May 19—Marion District Pre-Conference 
Training, Marion High School, Marion, 
4 p.m.

May 20-24—Carolinas Black Clergy 
Leadership Retreat, Kingston 
Plantation, Myrtle Beach. Regis-
ter by May 3, https://www.umcsc.
org/2019cbcleadershipretreat

May 24-25—School of Pastoral Ministry—
Weekend II

May 25—12th Annual Golf Tournament 
sponsored by UMM of Shiloh UMC, 
Piedmont, Saluda Valley Country 
Club, Williamston, 1 p.m. www. 
growwithshiloh.com

May 25-26—UMW Spiritual Growth Renew-
al Weekend, Wesley UMC, Beaufort. 
May 25 prayer breakfast, 9 a.m.; May 
26 Women’s Day Program, 10 a.m.

May 26—Family and Friends Day, Mount 
Nebo UMC, Orangeburg.

May 26-June 1—Carolina Conference 
Camp Meeting, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
http://carolinasda.org/camp-meeting

May 27—Memorial Day (UMCtr. closed)

May 30—Ascension of the Lord

June
June 1—Seventh Annual Camps and Re-

treat Ministries Golf Tournament

June 2-6—Annual Conference, TD Conven-
tion Center, Greenville

June 3—South Carolina Reconciling Minis-
tries breakfast, First Baptist Church, 
Greenville, 7:15 a.m., $20. www.
reconcilingministriessc.org

June 9—United Methodist Men’s Day

June 9—Summer Worship Kickoff with Rev. 
Joshua Kurtz, Memorial Chapel, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. https://lakejunaluska.

June 13-15—WNCC United Methodist 
Women Spiritual Growth Retreat, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., https://wnc-
cumw.org
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Here’s my card

Here are Christian or Christian-run 
businesses seeking your patronage.
Want to advertise your business in 

this section?
Cost is $30/card.

Email advocatesales@umcsc.org or 
call Toni at 843-408-7879.

South Carolina MethodistConference Credit Union
 

4901 Colonial DriveAuto Loans • Personal Loans •Church Loanshttp://www.scmccu.org
P.O. Box 11335Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 691-0037(803) 691-0201 (fax)(800) 532-8814
Rex Wilson, President • Harry Metz, Jr. Bob Silva • Rod Spangler

Zanae Styles

https://eybsalon.as.me/morgan

Morgan Strawther,

Liscensed Cosmetologist

John Wesley UMC, Charleston, is seeking a 
passionate musician to help lead our music ministry. 
Qualified candidates will be proficient on piano and 
organ and will have experience working with children.

This part-time position will require attendance in our 
Sunday morning services and our Wednesday evening 
rehearsal schedule. In addition, the position will require 
8 office hours per week. A bachelor’s degree in music 
or music education preferred and qualified candidates 
will play in addition to an interview.

Qualified candidates please send resume to 
jwumcchoir@gmail. Any inquiries should also be sent 
to this address. No phone calls please.

Pianist with extensive church service playing and train-
ing is available for interim work, substituting, playing  
special services, funerals or weddings. Call 703-969-
5747 for rates and information. Resume and references 
available.

Position Wanted

Classified Advertisements

To place your ad, contact Allison
at 888-678-6272 or atrussell@umcsc.org.

Classifed ads start at $19 per inch tall.
Website ads are also available

(www.advocatesc.org).

Deadlines are the 10th of the month
for the following month’s paper.

Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

Free eStImateS

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

management

NEW

Church Furnishings

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Position Open

Director of Youth Ministry
Pisgah UMC is seeking a part-time DIRECTOR OF 
YOUTH MINISTRY position. We are located in AYNOR, 
SC. Please send questions and resume to thardee@
sccoast.net or call 843.855.8989 for more information. 
Job description available upon request. Start date is 
flexible.

Position Open

Send your stories to advocate@umcsc.org

Don’t miss an issue
(and help us save money):

Let us know your new address
when you move!

The gift of our resurrected messiah

by the Rev. Adrienne Fink

May 5
Called to Righteousness
Lesson Scripture: Romans 3:21-31
Background Scripture: Romans 3
Key Verse: Romans 3:24, 25, “All are justi-

fied freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of 
his blood—to be received by faith.”

In the heart of the Easter season, when 
we celebrate the resurrection of our Messiah, 
IBS has invited us to read excerpts from 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans. Paul writes this 
letter to the church in Rome, a church he 
didn’t plant and hasn’t visited. This church 
has a strong mix of Jews and Gentiles, and 
Paul uses his letter to teach this mixed bag 
about what the church is as they learn to live 
together as two groups who have become 
one. Among his teachings, a theme arises: 
Jesus is a gift given to us for the salvation of 
God’s creation.

Our first passage, Romans 3:21-31, shows 
us that our resurrected Messiah brings 
us redemption that we desperately need. 
For Paul, sin is a power that has shackled 
humanity. It’s more than a wrong choice; it’s 
a power that we can’t free ourselves from. It 
has captured the whole world and separated 
us from God. Even if we want not to sin, we 
still sin because we have no power over sin. 
Because of sin, we fail to love God as God 
loves us. So, God sends God’s own self into 
human flesh to give us the gift of redemption 
from sin. Sin may be able to shackle human-
ity, but sin cannot shackle God. 

N.T. Wright, a New Testament scholar, 
uses an alternate translation for “righteous-
ness.” He calls it “covenant justice.” Sin has 
corrupted God’s covenant. Way back in the 
Book of Genesis, God promises to save the 
world through Abraham’s people, Israel. In 
return, God’s people must love God (and 
God alone). Yet, God’s people can’t love 
God in return. Under the power of sin, 
Israel breaks the covenant. Meanwhile, God 
continues to love and work toward justice 
and reconstruction of God’s covenant. Thus, 
Jesus becomes flesh, dies and resurrects to 
bring justice to God’s covenant. What hu-
mans can’t do, God-as-human does. We can’t 
free ourselves from the grip of sin. We can’t 
bring ourselves back into God’s covenant of 
love. So, God offers the gift of redemption: 
Jesus defeats death and frees us from sin into 
God’s perfect love.

How does sin have power in the world—
over you, over the Church, over all of 
humanity, even over all of creation? What 
are the results of sin’s power? How do you 
see Jesus defeating sin and redeeming God’s 

creation from sin? How does God call you 
to participate in Jesus’ defeat of sin and 
redemption of God’s covenant of love?

May 12
Called to Life in the Spirit
Lesson Scripture: Romans 8:1-14
Background Scripture: Romans 8
Key Verse: Romans 8:1, “There is now no 

condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.”

In Romans 8:1-14, Paul continues with 
the theme we saw in last week’s lesson: God 
gives us the gift of our resurrected Mes-
siah, the gift we desperately need. This gift 
includes a life in the Spirit. If humanity can’t 
free itself from sin, then humanity needs a 
life outside of its mortal corruptibility. Our 
own flesh is not sufficient. 

Let me be clear: Our physical bodies 
are not bad. God does not despise them. 
God made our bodies in the image of God; 
therefore, they’re inherently good. However, 
sin corrupts these inherently good bodies. 
Our bodies suffer, break and die. Our bodies 
cannot save us from sin. Our bodies cannot 
bring us back into God’s covenant of love. So 
the resurrection of Jesus brings us out of the 
corrupted realm of our flesh and into the in-
corruptible and immortal realm of the Spirit. 

The realm of the Spirit is the realm of life. 
The Spirit shows up in us and in the entirety 
of creation, bringing life in the midst of 
death. As we face sin and death, we can 
trust that they are not eternal. Sin and death 
continue, but they cannot win. 

When the Spirit shows up in us, we don’t 
stop sinning, but the Spirit teaches us a new 
way to live. It stirs new habits in us that 
bring the life that defeats death. The Spirit 
brings God’s covenant to us, inviting us to 
live in the covenant of love even in the midst 
of sin.

How have you experienced the realm of 
the Spirit even as you must continue to live 
in the realm of flesh? What is it like to live 
in two realms: the realm of the corruptible 
flesh and the realm of the incorruptible 
Spirit? How do you feel the Spirit stirring 
in you, leading you into the life of the Spirit 
and away from the life of the flesh?

May 19
Called to Mutual Acceptance
Lesson Scripture: Romans 11:11-24
Background Scripture: Romans 11
Key Verse: Romans 11:18, “Do not consider 

yourself to be superior to those other 
branches. If you do, consider this: You 
do not support the root, but the root 
supports you.”

In Romans 11, we find that our resurrect-

ed Messiah brings the gift of salvation for 
all. Paul focuses on tendencies for a group 
of people to believe they are superior to 
another group. The Church of Rome breaks 
into two divisions: the Jews and the Gentiles. 

Paul argues that Jewish Christians cannot 
claim superiority, nor can the Gentile Chris-
tians. The Jewish Christians tout superiority 
in being the people chosen by God for God’s 
covenant. Paul points out to them that they 
have consistently broken that covenant. The 
Gentile Christians tout superiority because 
they aren’t the Jewish people who broke 
God’s covenant. Paul points out to them 
that the justice Jesus brings to the covenant 
cannot come without Jewish Christians, for 
God chose the Jewish people through whom 
to save creation. In short, salvation comes 
for all. 

Jesus restores the covenant between God 
and all peoples. If we think that a person or 
group doesn’t belong, Paul tells us to think 
again. Using the analogy in this lesson, God 
wants the roots and the grafts. Both belong 
in God’s covenant. All belong in God’s 
covenant.

Who do you try to keep out of God’s 
covenant? Who do you think doesn’t be-
long? Reflect on this carefully. If your quick 
response is that you believe all belong, think 
about how your words and actions may 
speak that not all belong. Whom have you 
rejected? How can you give up your rejec-
tion of another and participate in Jesus’ wel-
coming of that “other” into God’s covenant 
of love?

May 26
Called to Be Transformed
Lesson Scripture: Romans 12:1-8
Background Scripture: Romans 12
Key Verse: Romans 12:1, “I urge you, broth-

ers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, 
to offer your bodies as a living sacri-

fice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship.”

In our last lesson of the month, Paul 
brings in one of his favorite images: the 
Body of Christ. The resurrected body of 
Christ gives every person a purpose. We 
learned last week that everyone belongs in 
the covenant of God’s love. This week Paul 
shows that not only does the covenant in-
clude everyone, but it also needs everyone. 

Each one of us has a gift in Christ’s body. 
This gift allows us to participate in the other 
gifts our resurrected Messiah brings. Our 
unique gifts invite us into Christ’s redemp-
tion, into the life of the Spirit, and into a 
Church of all. Paul also points out that no 
person or no gift is better than another. He 
tells us that each of us belongs to all the 
others. We need each other to participate in 
God’s covenant of love. We can’t be in God’s 
covenant without God, and we can’t be in 
God’s covenant without each other, for God’s 
covenant is for all. 

What are your gifts in the Body of Christ? 
Paul’s lists a few in this passage, but it’s not 
all-inclusive. Paul calls us to use our gifts for 
good within God’s covenant of love. How 
do you love with your gifts? How do your 
gifts encourage you to participate in Christ’s 
redemption from sin, to participate in the 
life of the Spirit, to participate in a Church 
for all and to participate in a Body of Christ 
that needs everyone?

Sin tries to break God’s covenant of 
love with us, but God gives us the gift that 
destroys sin and brings us back into God’s 
love. Our resurrected Messiah is God’s good 
gift to us that redeems us into the life of the 
Spirit, where we all belong and where we all 
have a purpose. Glory to God. 

Amen.
Fink, a deacon, is chaplain for Prisma 

Health Department of Spiritual Care and 
Education.

Want to help adults with special needs?

Please support us in Midlands Gives 
on May 7. Visit

http://www.midlandsgives.org
and browse for 

Aldersgate Special Needs Ministry 
to make an online donation. 

Proceeds will benefit our
Columbia residents and home.

aldersgatespecialneedsministry.org 
asnm-sc@att.net

Photo by Kenneth Peeples

Helping the Golden Corner shine
When one thinks about Oconee County, he or she may have vision of lakes, water-
falls, mountains and fishing. However, one embarrassing item that stands out when 
visiting the area is the amount of litter that accumulates on the roadsides each day. 
On a brisk spring Saturday morning, 17 people from Friendship UMC, Seneca, gath-
ered for a special mission in the community. Led by Ken Peeples, people ages 6 and 
older went to work cleaning up the roadsides of the Friendship community. Friend-
ship UMC has been part of the South Carolina adopt-a-highway program for more 
than a year, but March 23 was one of the church’s biggest litter pickups. Covering 
approximately a quarter mile radius from the church, volunteers picked up more than 
700 pounds of litter in a two-hour period. Their pastor said he is very proud of all who 
helped, noting, “Sometimes we forget that stewardship is more than monetary giving 
to the church. It is also about giving of our time and taking care of our world for future 
generations.”   
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LEXINGTON—The South Carolina United 
Methodist Volunteers in Mission Early 
Response Team will hold its quarterly Train-
ing Event Saturday, May 11, at Mount Horeb 
United Methodist Church.

The ERT Basic Class begins from 8:30 to 
9 a.m. with a general gathering and devo-
tion, then the class from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The cost is $40 per person, which includes a 
manual, shirt, cap and badge.

Advanced classes will also be offered. A 
chainsaw class will be held from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. A muck-out class will be held from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. or from 2-5 p.m. An as-
sessment class will be held from 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. or from 2-5 p.m. And a team leader 

class will be held from 2-5 p.m.
In order to take the team leader, assess-

ment, chainsaw or muck-out class, you must 
have already taken the ERT Basic Class. 

ERT renewals cost $10. Those needing to 
renew must either retake the basic class or 
simply attend one of the other classes.  
To register for either class, go to http://www.
umcsc.org/data/ertregistration.php.  
Everyone must also complete a background 
check (free) through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief at https://tinyurl.com/
umcorvv. 

For questions, contact Billy Robinson, 
South Carolina UMVIM ERT coordinator, 
at brpraisejesus@aol.com or 803-539-8429.

ERT training is May 11 at Mount Horeb

RICHBURG—The third annual Justin Christopher Memorial Sport Shooters Classic, 
formerly the Christian Sport Shooters Classic, is set for Saturday, May 4, at Rocky Creek 
Sporting Clays in Richburg. 

Justin Christopher was a lifetime member of Mount Holly United Methodist Church 
who passed away unexpectedly in November 2016 at the age of 35. Sponsored by Mount 
Holly, the event honors Christopher and his family. 

This event is a team Lewis Class sporting clay event, which includes a 100-shot sporting 
clay course open to shooters of all ages. For safety reasons, all youth shooters must have a 
parent or guardian sign liability forms before shooting. 

The event will raise funds for Mount Holly UMC and for meals for the South Pointe 
football teams.

The course will open at 9 a.m., and shooters should be on the course no later than 12:30 
p.m. Scorecards must be turned in to the registration table by 2:30 p.m. All registered adult 
and youth shooters will be eligible for drawings for two $1,000 Nichols Store gift cards. Top 
scorers in both categories are also eligible for $100 Nichols Store gift cards. 

The cost is $360 for a team of four shooters or $100 for an individual shooter. All indi-
vidual shooters will be placed on a team. The price includes a round of sporting clay targets, 
a barbecue lunch with all the trimmings and an event T-shirt. 

Game tickets and lunch tickets may be purchased separately. All shooters who preregis-
ter or register online will receive a free game ticket (a $20 value). 

To register, go to www.mthollyumc.org.

Mount Holly UMC sporting clays 
event to raise needed funds 
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