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By Jessica Brodie
LEXINGTON—United Methodists in the Midlands 
are reaching out in Christian love to a group of men 
struggling with severe mental illness.

Through a ministry called “Love the Unloved,” 
members of Mount Horeb United Methodist 
Church and others in the community are support-
ing a residential home for mentally ill adult men.

Located in the tiny community of Monetta, eight 
miles southwest of Leesville, the home is occupied 
by 15 men who battle various types of mental ill-
ness, from bipolar disorder to schizophrenia. 

Cindy Bodie, Mount Horeb member who 
started the ministry in 2014, said many of the men 
who live there are disconnected from or forgot-
ten by their families and often feel unloved and 
unwanted. Her late brother, Steve, was a resident at 
the facility because of his own severe mental illness 
issues, and while her family visited him often and 
sent care packages and financial support, she saw 
firsthand how many of the other residents were not 
supported in this way. 

It broke her heart and inspired her to help in her 
brother’s memory.

“Very few of the other residents are supported in 
this way,” Bodie said. “It is so sad that these children 
of God are forgotten by society.”

Bodie, Karen Knight and the rest of their min-
istry team are determined that the men at Monetta 
are not forgotten. 

Once a month, they visit the facility, situated in 
a remote area in rural Aiken and Saluda counties. 

Ministry ‘loves 
the unloved’ 

with outreach to 
mentally ill men

By Jessica Brodie
With roughly one month left to close 

the books on 2018, South Carolina United 
Methodist finance leaders say the confer-
ence is still on track to make its $17.5 million 
budgeted goal, though numbers are down 
slightly from last year.

As of Dec. 13, the South Carolina Confer-
ence of the UMC has received $13.6 million, 
or 77 percent, in apportionment payments 
from churches across the conference. Last 
year at this time, the number was $13.8 mil-
lion, or 78.7 percent. 

These monies pay everything the UMC 

is responsible for in South Carolina and 
throughout the global UMC connection, 
from clergy salaries, congregational develop-
ment, campus ministries and United Meth-
odist retirement homes in South Carolina to 
the global Africa University fund.

“I think we can achieve 92 percent as we 

have in 2017 and 2016,” said Beth Westbury, 
conference treasurer and director of admin-
istrative services. “My hope is for all churches 
to give something toward apportionments.  
We want everyone to participate in the con-

Still on track: UMCSC treasurer projects 92 percent

By Jessica Brodie
As the countdown continues for the special called session of 

General Conference, South Carolina’s resident bishop is calling 
on United Methodists to join him in daily, focused prayer that 
the church continue doing God’s work in the world.

“When we join together in prayer each day, we remember 
who we are and whose we are as disciples of Jesus Christ,” said 
Bishop Jonathan Holston. “Each day we have the opportunity 

to be for someone the Gospel that they may never otherwise 
hear.” 

In his monthly column for the Advocate, Holston lists 
specific prayers he calls on South Carolina United Methodists 
to join him in praying—a different prayer for each day of the 
week. (See Page 4 for specifics.)

A call for focused prayer
Bishop calls for daily collective prayer as GC2019 approaches

By Laura Camby McCaskill
LEXINGTON—One small church is proving it 
can affect the community in a huge way—by tak-
ing missions to another level. 

Bethel, Peachtee Rock, United Methodist 
Church has taken missions to heart and run with 
it. The congregation is involved in many mission 
projects—at least 17!—and this Christmas, local 

veterans are feeling Bethel’s Christian love. 
Every year, Bethel sends Christmas cards to 

veterans in the area. This mission was born with 
the help of Gloria Brawn and Jean Lucas. Brawn 
and Lucas both lost husbands who were veterans, 
and in 2014 they began writing cards to other 
veterans as a way to show Christmas greetings 
and support.

“We wanted to let them know they haven’t 
been forgotten,” Lucas said.

The church’s Women of God group meets 
yearly to fill out the Christmas cards, which are 
sent to veterans at the Veterans Affairs center in 
Columbia. Instead of just signing her name on 

Veteran Christmas card project one way
small church shows big heart for missions

See “Mental Illness Ministry,” Page 8
See “Focused Prayer,” Page 7

See “92 Percent,” Page 8

See “Veteran Christmas Cards,” Page 9

By Jessica Brodie
Anyone interested in being a delegate to the 2020 General and South-

eastern Jurisdictional conferences has to act fast.
According to the Conference Secretary’s Office, lay (non-clergy) 

potential delegates have until Jan. 10 to submit their nomination form 
to their district superintendent, and clergy potential delegates have until 

Feb. 1 to submit theirs to the conference secretary. 
The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church has 

been allotted 16 delegates to General Conference, the global UMC’s  
quadrennial legislative gathering set for May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis. 

At General Conference, representatives from all over the world  

Nominations open for lay, clergy delegates to GC2020

See “Nominations GC2020,” Page 7

Conference Secretary Rev. Ken Nelson (foreground) and others on the Bishop’s Extended Cabinet pray for the UMC’s way for-
ward last year. The bishop is calling for daily, focused prayer from now until February’s special session of General Conference.
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Hours/Location
Open Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
S.C. United Methodist Conference 

Center
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 207
Columbia, SC 29203
Deadlines: 10th of each month.

Contacting Us
Telephone: 888-678-6272 or 803-786-

9486
Fax: 803-735-8168
E-mail: advocate@umcsc.org

Submissions
The Advocate encourages readers to 
submit for publication items of interest 
to South Carolina United Methodists. 
There is no charge for running items 
involving activities or announcements. 
Items should be submitted as far as 
possible in advance of the event’s date 
or the date of requested publication. 
Since there is no charge for these 
items, they appear in the newspaper on 
a space-available basis. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Advertising
Display ads, classifieds and inserts can 
be ordered by contacting us at 888-
678-6272 or 803-786-9486, ext. 338, or 
advocate@umcsc.org. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Subscriptions
The Advocate is delivered to mailboxes 
via U.S. mail every month prior to the 
first Sunday of the month. Subscrip-
tions are $15/year for the print and 
online version, and $8/year for the 
online-only edition. Church plans are 
available for as low as $1/member 
(online version) or $10/member (print 
version with 10+ subscribers per 
church). To start your subscription, visit 
www.advocatesc. org, call with credit 
card to 888-678-6272 or 803-786-9486, 
ext. 335, or send a check to Advocate, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 
29203.

Photographs
Photographs can be submitted to the 
newspaper for publication. High-
resolution digital images are preferred. 
Photographs should be in focus and 
should have proper exposure. Color or 
black and white photographs are ac-
cepted. People in photographs should 
be identified with names and ages, and 
a contact person with a phone number 
should be included in the information. 

Accuracy Policy
The Advocate strives to produce error-
free news reports. When mistakes 
occur, it is our policy to correct them 
as soon as they are brought to our 
attention. To request a correction, call 
Jessica Brodie at 888-678-6272  or 
803-786-9486, ext. 338, or email jbro-
die@umcsc.org. In the event of  errors 
in advertisements, the Advocate will be 
responsible only for the space occu-
pied by the actual error. The publisher 
assumes no financial responsibility for 
omissions.

Back Issues
The Advocate maintains copies of back 
issues for sale for up to one year, as 
long as the supply lasts. When request-
ing by mail, back  copies are $2 each, 
to cover  postage and handling. To 
research or review articles published 
more than one year ago, bound copies 
of the newspaper are available for 
review at the Advocate office, Wofford 
College in Spartanburg and the South 
Caroliniana Library in Columbia.

Circle one: Dr. Mr. Miss Ms. Mrs. Rev.
Name: 
Address: 
Email:  Phone: 
Church name: District: 
Pastor: 

PAYMENT:     Check made payable to the Advocate     Cash
     Charge credit card #: 
Exp.:  V-Code:
Name on card: 
Card billing address: 

(Credit card numbers are destroyed after card is run)

Amount: __$15 New
 __$13 Renewal
 __$24 Two-years 

Please make checks payable to The Advocate 
return to 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203

or subscribe online at AdvocateSC.org

Sign me up
for the Advocate!

By Dan O’Mara
Hurricane-related disaster recovery efforts of 

the South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church will see a boost thanks to 
two grants totaling more than $825,000.

The conference has been awarded two grants 
from the United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief—one to wrap up disaster recovery work on 
homes damaged by 2016’s Hurricane Matthew, 
and another to launch disaster recovery efforts 
in the wake of 2018’s Hurricane Florence.

On Dec. 7, the UMCOR Board of Directors 
approved the following:

• A $322,164 grant that will pay for the con-
ference’s final recovery efforts (from Jan. 1 to 
June 30, 2019) at homes damaged by Hurricane 
Matthew in 2016.

• A $502,886 grant that will pay for the first 
phase of the conference’s recovery efforts (from 
Jan. 1 to July 31, 2019) at homes flooded in 
the wake of Hurricane Florence, which caused 

historic flooding earlier this year across a large 
swath of northeastern South Carolina.

The Hurricane Florence grant is part of a $2 
million gift to UMCOR from the Duke Endow-
ment, which is the first part of a $5 million 
package Duke Endowment trustees approved 
to support communities in South Carolina and 
North Carolina that were affected by Hurricane 
Florence.

UMCSC Disaster Recovery coordinates 
its efforts with the state Emergency Manage-
ment Division and other nonprofit groups 
through South Carolina Voluntary Organiza-
tions Active in Disaster.

The goal of UMCSC Disaster Recovery is to 
accompany communities in need over the long 
haul of their recovery until a “new normal” is 
established after a crisis. It works with home-
owners who might be on fixed incomes, cannot 
afford insurance and don’t qualify for federal 
disaster assistance.

Much of the hands-on disaster recovery 
work is handled by volunteers from across the 
state and the nation. The presence of these 
volunteers keeps down the cost of repairing 
homes, which allows UMCSC Disaster Recov-
ery to help more people in need.

How to help
Help is needed through volunteering or 

financial donations. 
UMCSC Disaster Recovery needs volun-

teers to roof houses, repair siding, install Sheet-
rock, repair floors and other tasks to return 
South Carolina families to safe situations. Vol-
unteers can help any period of time, even just 
a day or two. Both skilled and inexperienced 
volunteers are welcome. To volunteer, contact 
UMCSC Disaster Recovery at 803-726-3105 or 
screcovery@umcsc.org.

To donate to disaster recovery through  
UMCOR, visit www.umcor.org.

Hurricane recovery efforts get grants totaling $825K 

Registration is stepping up for Get Out of the Boat: Faith Over Fear, 
the annual men’s ministry spiritual retreat of the South Carolina Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church.

Set for Saturday, Feb. 16, at Mount Horeb UMC, Lexington, the 
full-day event for men and boys of all ages will be an opportunity to 
strengthen faith and connect with brothers in Christ.

Stuart Hall will be one of the featured speakers, joined by comedian 
Akintunde and others delivering powerful, fresh wisdom and insight. 

Six workshops will also be offered for various elements of men’s 
ministry, and 1.5 CEUs are available.

Hall: next-generation leadership
Powered by 28-plus years of next-generation leadership experience, 

Hall serves as director of student leadership and leadership networking 
for Orange (ReThink Group) and also leads INFLUNSR, an organi-
zation whose mission is to fuel the next generation of leaders worth 
following. 

Hall has co-authored three books: the award-winning “The 
Seven Checkpoints: Seven Principles Every Teenager Needs to 
Know” and “MAX Q: Developing Students of Influence” with Andy 
Stanley, and the leadership edition of “Wired: For a Life of Wor-
ship” with Louie Giglio.

Hall speaks regularly at BigStuf Camps, the Orange Conference and 
the Orange Tour. He also serves as a volunteer high school varsity girls 

basketball coach for the Buford High School Lady Wolves, who have re-
corded six state championships, two state runner-up finishes, nine Final 
Four appearances and one Elite Eight appearance in the last 10 years.

He and his wife, Kellee, live north of Atlanta and are the parents of 
three active children: son Grant (a 2017 Duke University graduate and 
football letterman), daughter Chandler (a junior basketball player at 
Rollins College) and daughter Cameron (a high school senior and 2019 
University of Florida soccer commit). They like to say their home is 
a locker room.

Akintunde: Groundbreaking and real
Hilarious, bold, fresh and groundbreaking are just a few of the 

adjectives used to describe comedian Akintunde. But foremost, he calls 
himself a servant, husband and father of five who loves God, his wife, 
Eunissa, his children and making people laugh. 

After 20 years as a comedian, Akintunde still feels as though he is 
just getting started.

Registration details
Registration before Jan. 14 is $65 (includes lunch and T-shirt). Reg-

istration Jan. 15-Feb. 15 is $70 (lunch only). Registration at the door: 
$75. 

Register at www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-mens-ministry-conference-
registration-43199015418 or www.ummsc.org.

S.C. men to gather next month 
for ‘Get Out of the Boat: Faith Over Fear’

NASHVILLE—A new report from The United 
Methodist Church on the state of the church 
says that 50 years after the creation of the 
denomination through the merger of The 
Evangelical United Brethren Church and The 
Methodist Church, the church’s ministries 
around the world are thriving.

“This 2018 State of the Church report is a 
story of our mission. As this report will show, 
we are seeing growth and innovation across 
our worldwide connection,” states the report. 

Worldwide, there was a 12 percent increase 
in membership from 2006 to 2016—nearly 1.4 
million members—and the number of congre-
gations grew from 47,390 to 54,623.

In the decade since the Four Areas of 
Focus were affirmed at the 2008 General 
Conference, this common vision for the whole 
church has engaged local churches, annual 
conferences and general agencies in count-
less ministries related to these focus areas 
with renewed purpose. From hula-hooping 
for health to the #SeeAllthePeople initiative 
to providing aid to refugees to empowering 
students to become leaders, the State of the 
Church Report recounts story after story of 
United Methodists doing the work of faithful 
discipleship.

The report also details efforts to help the 
denomination be more representative of be-
ing a worldwide church through work on the 
Book of Discipline, a draft revision of the Social 
Principles to be more globally relevant and 
“Wonder, Love and Praise,” a statement on 
United Methodist ecclesiology—all of which 
are to be considered by the 2020 General 
Conference.

The report shares information about the 
work of the Commission on A Way Forward 
in preparation for a called session of General 
Conference in 2019, the Council of Bishops’ 
recommendation of the One Church Plan and 
the subsequent actions of the Judicial Council.

More findings include:
• The largest membership growth was 

recorded in the Congo, where membership 
surged by 147 percent over 10 years, followed 
by the Africa Central Conference with a 67 
percent increase.

• In 2017, United Methodists gave about 
$133.2 million to support connectional min-
istries around the world, about $1.8 million 

more than in the previous year.
• A record high number of U.S. annual con-

ferences paid 100 percent of their apportion-
ments—29 out of 56. Nine Central Confer-
ence episcopal areas paid at least 100 percent 
apportionments.

The State of the Church report, a col-
laborative effort of the Connectional Table, 
the Council of Bishops, United Methodist 
Communications and the General Council on 
Finance and Administration, is available in its 
entirety online, along with previous reports, 
at  www.umc.org/who-we-are/state-of-the-
church-report.

United Methodists release State of the Church Report 2018

Photo by Matt Brodie

S.C. House recognizes Killingsworth
The State of South Carolina issued an official house resolution Dec. 5 that recognized 
Killingsworth for its 41 years of offering a Christian environment for transitioning women 
in crisis. Here, Killingsworth Executive Director Donna Lollis (third from left) stands with 
South Carolina State Rep. Garry Smith (fourth from left) along with Killingsworth board 
members, from left, Matt Brodie, Flo Johnson, Jeri McKie and Dr. Terri Williams. 

By Margaret Comer Baker
EASLEY—Sometimes it takes awhile to realize God is up to 
something. The parting of a sea is obvious. But unrelated 
events being presented in an orchestrated fashion may take 
longer for us to realize something is “in the works,” some-
thing of the Divine. 

That is what happened to our United Methodist Women 
at Bethesda United Methodist Church.

Who would think a group of ladies in a United Method-
ist Circle could attempt to impact 1,200 inmates and staff of 
a high-security prison within 15 miles of their church? Even 
we did not think of this. But God had a plan. 

The events leading to the plan were not obvious. They 
built upon one another in an ordinary way. It began when 
a circle member, Penelope Wesley, attended an annual Mis-
sion u Conference. 

At the conference, the Rev. Narcie Jeter, pastor of Point 
Hope UMC, Mount Pleasant, shared how she was inspired 
to start a prison card ministry in her church. (The Septem-
ber 2017 Advocate published an article about Jeter’s project.) 
Wesley also became inspired, but she was unaware of the 
necessary actions being developed for the realization of her 
idea. 

After the conference, several circle meeting programs 
began having a prison theme. This was not by design: no 
collaboration, no overall plan—it just happened. First, there 
was a book review of “Miss Brenda and the Love Ladies,” a 
book about the efforts of one woman to make a difference in 

the lives of former women prisoners. 
Then there was a discussion of an article in Response 

magazine about preventing children from being channeled 
into the “School to Prison Pipeline.” 

Next, the Rev. Dan Batson, our pastor, presented a 
program about his work as a member of the South Carolina 
Parole and Pardon Board. Batson shared how he viewed his 
role on the board as a ministry to prisoners and victims, as 
well.

But God had not finished trying to get our attention. 
Thomas Moore, the executive director of JumpStart, and his 
wife, Linda, moved to the Easley area and started attending 
Bethesda. JumpStart is an organization that works to assist 
prisoners with re-entry to society. They invited Batson and 
his wife, René, to a JumpStart banquet. 

The speaker that evening was Chaplain Larry Epps from 
Perry Correctional Institution, 15 miles from the church. 

Following the banquet, René felt God was calling our 
group to send Christmas cards to the inmates and staff at 
Perry. She and Wesley had discussed a prison card minis-
try after the Mission u Conference. The idea had not been 
dismissed, but it had never come to life. Subsequent discus-
sions with Epps and his blessings on this endeavor set the 
wheels in motion.

The plan was born. But the labor had not even started. 
Just any Christmas card would not be suitable for people 
living behind prison bars. Wishing them joy with friends 
and family did not seem appropriate. But God knows how 

to shop and guide in the process. The perfect card—which 
had John 3:16 on the cover and a simple message of encour-
agement inside—was found online. 

Once the commitment was made to proceed, the cards 
miraculously went on sale for $4.99 per box instead of 
$7.99. The employer of a member of the ladies’ group volun-
teered to fund the cost of the 1,200 cards.

Yes, there were 1,200 cards to be signed and addressed. 
Each card would contain the same message, “praying for 
you,” and be addressed to “Beloved.” The project was an-
nounced at Sunday worship services. The congregation was 
invited to a drop-in card signing and encouraged to add 
these inmates and all inmates to their prayer list during the 
holiday season. A church member provided thoughtfully 
written examples of prayers for prisoners. 

On the night of the card signing, more than 50 people 
showed up who completed the task within 90 minutes. In 
addition, calendars were marked and cell phone alerts set 
reminding people to pray for the card recipients. 

The cards were delivered Dec. 4. One could say, “Mission 
accomplished, well done.” But this was more than a mission 
project checked off a list. It had the signature of the mi-
raculous on it. Twelve hundred prisoners (including 200 in 
special lock-up) and staff at a high-security prison received 
a card that said God loved them. Some of them may have 
never been told they are loved. 

Our group may never know the full impact this message 
had. But we do know God will accomplish His plan. As one 
circle member said, “It is exciting to see how God works. 
Knowing He works is one thing. Trusting Him to do so is 
another. But watching each step is awesome!”

Ordinary events, extraordinary results
Bethesda United Methodist Women start prison outreach

By David Bryant
Editor’s note: This is the first in an oc-

casional work of fiction we will publish 
space-permitting in the Advocate. Bryant 
is a member of Bethesda United Methodist 
Church, Easley. 

Mi nombre es Miguel. Michael en ingles. 
My home is a little village called Picú in 

Peten, Guatemala, just west of Lake Peten 
Itza. We are, or were, from the northern 
spur of Guatemala surrounded by Mexico, 
Belize and central Guatemala. We are refu-
gees from a country of poverty, violence and 
corruption perpetuated by gangs, cartels 
and government alike. We lived daily with 
the threat of slavery, rape, starvation, disease 
and mutilation. But I heard of a land in the 
north that would provide my Nina, my little 
girl, with protection. Food, clothing, shelter, 
safety, doctors, nurses and education—the 
possibility of freedom. Freedom from abuse. 
Freedom from poverty. Freedom from fear. 
I had neither means of transportation nor 
money to secure any … so I walked.

Like the man dropped through the roof 
at the feet of Jesus, I picked my child up in 
her bed and I walked. I collected the few 
meager possessions I could use and the little 
food I had and I walked. 

Now I walk at night and hide during the 
day either carrying my little girl or ushering 
her along. As I walk, I know I will betray 
her. I know that success means my failure as 
su padre, her father. I will give her away to 
get her what I do not possess.

I know there are those that say there is 
no place for me in their country, and I know 
they are correct. As they sit in comfortable 

homes watching with disgust people like me 
on flat screen TVs, they accuse me of taking 
something away from them. Yet they throw 
away more in the trash than I need and do 
not want that for which I ask. They would 
do the same as me, but they cannot compre-
hend what it means to be me. So I walk.

As I walk, I beg when I can and steal 
when I must. As I walk, I am truthful with 
those who will help me and lie without guilt 
to those who would not. As I walk, I seek 
peace in the quiet isolation of invisibility 
and fight with savage violence those who 
would hurt me. Those that would harm my 
little girl, I would murder without remorse. 
And I walk.

As I walk, I eat and feed my child from 
refuse thrown to the wayside. I drink 
stagnant water from mud holes until the 
dysentery runs down my legs the same as 
the brown liquid going in. I walk until the 
soles of my shoes are gone and the soles of 
my feet become thick with callouses. And I 
walk.

As I walk, I know my journey nears end. 
I know that I will soon reach the den of the 
coyotes. I know I have nothing with which 
to pay but the labor and use of my own 
body. I know if I am caught trying to enter 
illegally I will be deported back to a certain 
execution or imprisoned in a living hell. 

But I walk knowing I will trade my own 
enslavement for my child’s freedom. I walk 
knowing she will bear emotional scars and 
may hate me for my abandonment. And I 
walk.

As I walk, I listen and I think. You are 
free to judge me, but what would you do? 

You say previous presidents separated fami-
lies, but only now does anyone care. Well, 15 
previous presidents condoned slavery—did 
that make slavery right? 

There are those who use the Bible to 
justify exclusion yet, even today, there are 
still those who use the Scripture of Ham 

to justify racism and claim that blacks are 
inferior. Does that make it true? 

I walk.
I stop at the fence and hand my precious 

child through to strangers on faith and hope 
and a prayer … and I turn … and I walk … 
As Jesus weeps.

Michael’s walk

Inspirational Fiction

United Methodists are invited to participate in Interfaith Harmony Month for South 
Carolina, an event to be held at the State House Dec. 28 at noon.  

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster will proclaim Interfaith Harmony Month during 
this free public event.   

As part of Interfaith Harmony Month, South Carolinians are encouraged to open their 
faith group doors to the public for their own interfaith event during the month of January. 

Other scheduled events in honor of this month sponsored by the Interfaith Partners of 
South Carolina include the following:  
• Baha’I: Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the Birth of the Bab, Jan. 27, 2-4 p.m.
• Interfaith: Dances of Universal Peace, Feb. 8, 7-9 p.m.
• Interfaith: IPSC Peace in the Park “Art Gallery” Jan. 13, 12-3 p.m. 

• Interfaith: Third Annual Celebration of Food and Faith, Jan. 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
• Interfaith: Women of Many Faith, Jan. 10, 7-9 p.m.
• Jewish: Judaism 101: Ethics, Spirituality and Peoplehood, Jan. 17, 8:30 p.m. 
• Muslim: Compassion in our Many Faiths, Jan. 13, 3-5 p.m. 
• Pagan: Lights of Nut, Jan. 27, 7 p.m.
• Sikh: Kids From Many Faiths, Jan. 19, 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

To help further interfaith awareness, Interfaith Partners of South Carolina is offering an 
interfaith calendar available.

Learn more about the calendar and full details on all these events, including address and 
contact information, at www.interfaithpartnersofsc.org.

Proclamation, other events slated in honor of Interfaith Harmony Month
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Prayer works. I know this in my core, to the very edges of my infinite soul. It’s my dia-
logue with God, my ultimate connection and surrender to Him and His will in the 
world and in my life. 

God always listens to my prayer. I know this because I feel it, but also because 
Scripture tells me so, and I believe in the holy power and authority of the Word of God that 
is the Bible. Scripture also tells us that when we gather together in God’s name, He is with us. 

“I assure you that if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, then my Father 
who is in heaven will do it for you,” Jesus told his disciples in Matthew 18-20 (CEB). “For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I’m there with them.”

John the Apostle reiterated that in 1 John 5:14 with these words of comfort: “This is the 
confidence that we have in our relationship with God: If we ask for anything in agreement 
with his will, he listens to us.”

Even when I don’t get the answer I desire, I know God has heard me. Even when I don’t 
get an answer at all, or at least one I can hear in my flawed, distracted human perspective, 
God has heard me. Sometimes no answer is God’s answer. God knows what’s best for me—
and God knows what’s best for the world, for His eternal Kingdom, and for all of us. 

May His will be done.
That is why I am committing myself to what our resident bishop, Jonathan Holston, is 

calling on every South Carolina United Methodist to do in these final weeks leading up to 
the special called session of General Conference 2019.

As he writes in his column (this page, right), prayer is powerful, and focused prayer is 
particularly powerful. Our bishop offers daily prayers, one for each day of the week, that he 
urges us to pray.

That is exactly what I’ll be doing, and I call on you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, to 
join me. I want to be God’s disciple, His hands and feet in the world, His instrument. 

I don’t know what God’s will is. I am not God. But with all my heart, mind and soul, I 
desire that God’s will be done on earth as in heaven—whatever that looks like, whatever that 
causes, whatever that entails. He knows best. I’m putting my own ego aside to join in this 
collective cry to heaven that God use me to do His will.

Together our collective voices will be heard.
For me, I’m taping up copies of these daily prayers (at right) in my car, in my home and at 

my desk here at the Advocate. I’m also saving a copy in my smartphone. 
I encourage you to do the same. Join me. 
And let God’s will prevail.

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

Hope, a difference a witness makes
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Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

Pray with me
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 

declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future. Then you will call on me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You 
will seek me and find me when you seek me 
with all your heart.’”

—Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NIV)

Excitement and anticipation abound 
as we start a new year. Goals are set 
and plans are made for what is yet 
to come. 

And in the midst of all that we plan, God 
is at work among us in marvelous and mag-
nificent ways. However, to remain focused 
on following God’s plan for our lives—
rather than simply our own plans—requires 
discipline, dedication and a commitment 
to prayer. This shift in focus requires a deep 
well of faith.

Laura Story, a Grammy-award-winning 
singer-songwriter and South Carolina 
native, shares how her perspective about 
prayer has been shaped as she has learned to 
truly trust God’s plan: 

“We pray for wisdom, your voice to hear; 
we cry in anger when we cannot feel You 
near. We doubt your goodness, we doubt 
your love; as if every promise from Your 
Word is not enough. All the while, You hear 
each desperate plea, and long that we’d have 
faith to believe.”

And so we move forward in faith, believ-
ing God’s promises of grace, hope, mercy 
and love.

Next month, delegates and church lead-
ers from around the world will convene in 
St. Louis for the special called session of 
General Conference. 

Much has gone into the preparations for 
this global gathering, and significant work is 
before this body when they meet Feb. 23-26. 

As we begin this new year in prayer, let 
us remember those who serve in leadership 
throughout The United Methodist  
Church.

I invite you to join me in a season of 
focused prayer between now and the called 
General Conference. When we join together 
in prayer each day, we remember who we 
are and whose we are as disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Each day we have the opportunity 
to be for someone the Gospel that they may 
never otherwise hear. 

As United Methodist sisters and brothers, 
we will continue our kingdom work to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world, sustained by hope and our 
faith in God’s promises.

Together each day, let us join one another 
in prayer, believing that God hears every 
word:

Daily Prayers
Monday: Merciful God, help us to see the 

many opportunities before us to serve you 
by serving our neighbors. Open our hearts 
and our hands to both receive your grace 
and to offer it to everyone we meet. Amen.

Tuesday: Almighty God, we confess to 
you that we have not loved you with our 
whole hearts. We have often failed to be an 
obedient church when we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Free us for joyful 
obedience that where there are corridors of 
shame, despair and want, we might create 
corridors of faith, hope and love that glorify 
you. Amen.

Wednesday: Gracious God, I know you 
are the potter and I am the clay. Mold me 
and make me into a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Show me how to offer your grace and mercy 
in ways that transform the world. Amen.

Thursday: Lord, we know that when 
we make space in our hearts for you, Jesus 
redeems the broken pieces of our lives. We 
ask, O God, that you will be at work in us 
and through us to make a difference in the 
lives of the hurting and the hungry in our 
midst. Amen.

Friday: God, we thank you for the gift 
of faith that carries us through those times 
where we cannot yet see what you are doing 
in our midst. Help us to walk in your light 
and to be a light for others. Amen.

Saturday: God of Heaven and Earth, As 
your humble servants, we know that the 
needs around the world and around the 
corner are great. Open our eyes so that we 
can see how to use the gifts you have given 
us to serve our neighbors and be in mission 
in the community and beyond. And give us 
the strength and perseverance to get started 
in this holy work. Amen.

Sunday: Gracious and loving God, we 
give thanks for your presence in our lives 
and the promise that you have plans for us 
to prosper and not be harmed. Continue 
your good work in our families and our 
lives. Help us to understand how we can 
make a difference in our church, in our 
community, and in our world as your instru-
ment of hope. Amen.

Friends, prayer is powerful. When our 
hearts and minds are engaged in a prayer-
ful focus we begin to see situations from 
the perspective of hope. There is not magic 
that erases our trials or suffering, but in 
the midst of it all, a life of prayer shifts our 
perspective from a spirit of despair toward a 
spirit of hope. We truly trust in God’s prom-
ises. Story names this shift when she asks 
God, “What if the trials of this life are your 
blessings in disguise?” My prayer for you is 
that this season of focused prayer will instill 
in your hearts a spirit of hope.

Letters to the Editor

I found the article about homosexuality 
by Sarah Bush in the November Advocate to 
be quite enlightening, especially the infor-
mation about differences in brain structure 
of heterosexual and homosexual people. It 
seems to suggest innate causes for sexual 
orientations. Of course, some persons may 
make a choice to experiment with a LGBTQ 
lifestyle. Others, though, may be born to 

such and have no choice.
We know there are “anomalies” in nature, 

and some differences include congenital 
deviances from the “norm.” For example, 
there are albino animals, as well as albino 
people, persons born with six fingers on 
their hands, two-headed calves, cleft palates 

Advocate seeks lay and clergy board members 
Do you have a passion for the Advocate? Would you be interested in serving on our 
active board of trustees? We are collecting names of interested parties now. Email 
your interest to editor Jessica Brodie at jbrodie@umcsc.org.

See “Letters,” Page 5

A deviation we can accept without condemnation?

and other unusual occurrences at birth. We 
do not condemn such births anymore than 
we condemn a child born left-handed in a 
right-handed world. 

Might homosexuality be such a deviation, 
one that we can accept without condemna-
tion? (Who are we to condemn anyone, 
anyway?)

The saying “hate the sin, but love the 
sinner” seems to be a way to react to any per-
son’s behavior. So if LGBTQ lifestyle is sinful 
(not pointed out by Jesus), we need to abide 
by Jesus’ words to love and to accept all of 
God’s children. Certainly in the 21st century, 
we do not need to fear those different from 
us. And since we believe that God does not 
make mistakes, we know that God can and 

will work things out for the best. Amen.
Carolyn Hamby, member
Liberty Hill UMC, Greer

Poem: I’ll be with the King
If you don’t see me at Christmas,
I’ll be with the King.
Please celebrate the season with song and 

mirth as you give honor and praise for 
Christ’s birth.

If you don’t see me at Easter,
I’ll be with the King.
All praise to our heavenly Father for His plan
For in Christ’s dying our Father saved man.

If you don’t see me at Thanksgiving,

I’ll be with the King.
Remember all your blessings and give praise
With family and friends – prayers to God do 

raise!

If you don’t see me at church,
I’ll be with the King.
Continue your service to God and mankind.
For in giving you reap blessings in kind.

Please don’t mourn for me for

I’ll be with the King.
He will call us to His home one day.
So, don’t hesitate, give your life to Him today.

I want to see you in heaven with me
For we’ll be with the King!
We will walk the golden streets together
And worship in God’s kingdom forever!

Margaret Faulkenberry, member
Mount Holly UMC, Rock Hill

LETTERS: Readers reflect on homosexuality, sin, heaven
From Page 4

My calling to the ministry is quite a convoluted 
tale. I had so much anger, bitterness and hurt 
related to the church. I was a distrustful per-
son because of what happened to my family 

and to me.
 In spite of all my shortcomings, God called me in the 

midst of an emotional roller coaster ride. The words of the 
Prophet Jeremiah summed it up quite well: “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 
29:11). 

It was the most unforgettable day in Inanam, a small 
town in North Borneo in 1943. That fall day changed the 
lives of our family. Japanese soldiers came to our house to 
arrest my father, who had been falsely accused of plotting 
against the Japanese. My father was a family man and a 
pacifist, but he was accused by his own countryman for 
$500. We could not understand why the betrayer singled my 
father out except that he was greedy. He also accused two of 
my uncles to gain another $500 each. 

When the Japanese soldiers failed to find my father, they 
took my mother and me, then a nursing baby, into custody. 
Perhaps I was the youngest prisoner in the Japanese prison; 
I do not know. When my father returned home and learned 
his wife and son were taken to prison, he turned himself 
in, and that was the last time my family saw him. He was 
murdered, along with his brothers, by the Japanese.

After the war, the betrayer continued to live in our vil-
lage. He was a very rich man. His mother bragged that her 
son had enough money to last for four generations. It was 
mostly because of the money he’d received for the people 
he betrayed. To make things worse, he was an active elder 
in the church. I was disenchanted with the church and the 
hypocrisy within. As a result, I did not have anything to do 
with the church even though I was enrolled in the mission-
established school. 

The only comfort was that I loved school and my friends. 

I tried to excel in school because my mother wanted us to 
do well and get an education. She was illiterate, as most 
women were not educated then. She had been shipped from 
China to marry my father whom she had never met. Their 
marriage had been arranged by their families. 

With the influence of my friends and Christian teachers, 
I learned to forgive and to let go of the hurt. It was during 
a special revival service in 1959 that I committed myself to 
God and His service. 

For years after that, I wrestled with the idea of abandon-
ing my promise. I finally gathered enough courage to tell 
my family that I was going to be a minister. Some were very 
supportive, and some were lukewarm. Malaysia is not a pre-
dominately Christian country. My mother told me I would 
starve to death being a minister because ministers hardly 
made any money. I still remember her words.

I was wavering again, and I wanted a sign from God. It 
was during my last year in high school that my church asked 
me to represent the church in the “Preaching Competition.” 
I reluctantly accepted the request because I always had a 
fear of public speaking. I represented the student division 
in the competition. The church was packed, and a panel of 
local pastors judged the contestants. 

I came in first in the competition. I silently asked God 
if this was His sign that He wanted me to keep my prom-
ise. I also asked Him to pave a way for me to go to college 
because I had no money to go to college on my own, nor did 
I consider myself smart enough to go.

The sign I wanted came during a Sunday worship service 
conducted by a Lutheran missionary, who announced that 
there were scholarships available for those who wanted to 
be a pastor or a schoolteacher. I applied, not knowing if they 
would even consider me because I was months away from 
graduation. A month prior to my graduation, I received a 
letter from the church indicating I had been awarded a full 
scholarship to study in an interdenominational college in 
Singapore. 

I was elated because I knew God had paved the way 
again. 

I was the first person in my family to go to college. I did 
well in college and passed my comprehensive examination.

Upon graduation, I returned home and was assigned to 
be a pastor to an English-speaking congregation. During 
that period, I felt that I was ill-equipped to be a good pastor 
with just an undergraduate degree. I applied to schools in 
the United States. I was questioned by people and by minis-
ters of my ulterior motive of furthering my education just to 
be local pastor. 

In 1970, I was accepted by Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University to pursue my seminary training. I joined 
The United Methodist Church in 1971 and upon, gradua-
tion, I decided to stay in the United States. 

Again, God paved the way. I was offered a position as 
a chaplain in the South Carolina Department of Youth 
Services two months prior to my completion of my clini-
cal pastoral education at the Baptist Hospital in Columbia. 
I became a United States citizen, ordained in The United 
Methodist Church and endorsed by the United Methodist 
Division of Chaplains. 

I retired from the South Carolina Department of Juvenile 
Justice after 30-plus years and became a chaplain at an as-
sisted living facility and a part-time chaplain at a hospital.

As I reflect on my own calling and spiritual journey, I 
see that God has been guiding me all the time. I have been 
blessed! 

I remember God’s promise to Joshua, “Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid, and do not be dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 
1:9).

Chong is a retired elder.

Bitterness transformed

          How I Got My Call to Ministry
by the Rev. Yu-Fong Chong

Your call story wanted!
Call stories (how we heard or felt God calling us to 

ministry) can be powerful testimonies, as well as inspir-
ing. Sometimes they are uplifting, sometimes they are 
painful, but they are all real ways the Lord speaks to us 
today. The Advocate invites you to share your “call story.” 
We are also exploring using these stories in an upcom-
ing book. Email your story (500-1,000 words in length) to 
jbrodie@umcsc.org. If you do not have access to email, 
mail to Advocate, Attn: Call Story, 4908 Colonial Dr., 
Columbia, SC 29203. Include name, whether you are 
clergy, your church and a photograph.

On April 15, 1929, a little baby 
was born in Atlanta who would 
change America and the world 
forever. He was born into a family 

of preachers.   
It is hard to fathom that one man could 

have used the Bible, philosophy and the ca-
dence and pathos of black preaching to chip 
away at Jim Crow. Yet it was his willingness 
to take the message of Jesus’ radical call to 
discipleship to its moral climax that ultimate-
ly cost him his life.  

Many have forgotten that his worldview 
was shaped at Boston University School of 
Theology. While at BU, his major professors 

were S. Paul Schilling, Walter George Muel-
der and L. Harold DeWolf, all Methodist 
clergy. The great mystic and Baptist minister, 
Howard Thurman, also influenced King at 
BU. 

When we look at the state of our nation 
now, with all of the assaults of conservative, 
evangelical theology, it is hard to imagine 
what our nation would be like without the 
moral rectitude of Martin Luther King Jr.  It 
was at Boston University that King moved 
swiftly from the familiar borders of his 
Southern Baptist heritage to the widening 
vistas of ecumenical theology. 

In a recent conversation with theologian 

and preacher par excellence Dr. William 
B. McClain, himself a graduate of Boston 
University, McClain shared some interest-
ing information about BU’s influence on Dr. 
King.  

McClain writes in an unpublished paper, 
“The Dean Who Needed No Name: In Ap-
preciation of the Life and Ministry of Walter 
G. Muelder”: “One of the many great gifts 
of Walter George Muelder was his ability to 
work, as he used to put it, ‘at the intersec-
tional points of theological, philosophical, 
and social science disciplines’ and to help us 
find an emerging coherence.  Martin Luther 
King Jr., was greatly influenced by that ap-

proach to truth and ministry, and added that 
to his African-American Baptist Church 
background and grounding to give leader-
ship that changed America and affected the 
whole world.” 

Furthermore, McClain asked, “Why 
else would Martin King leave his papers to 
Boston University where ‘The Dean’ was 
still dean, and leave in his will that Harold 
DeWolf from Boston University preach his 
funeral, a fact often lost in the story and 
retelling of Martin Luther King?” 

Lee is congregational specialist for the Flor-
ence and Marion districts and pastor of Mount 
Zion United Methodist Church, Florence.

         Guest Commentary
by Dr. Reggie Lee

In the shadow of the King: on MLK
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“Together each day, let us join one 
another in prayer, believing that God hears 
every word,” Holston said.

The special session of General Confer-
ence is slated for Feb. 23-26, 2019, at The 
Dome in St. Louis. 

There, 864 United Methodists from 
across the world who are delegates from 
each annual conference in the denomination 
will gather in one place with one purpose: 
helping the global church move beyond 
its debilitating disagreement over human 
sexuality.

The idea is that if the decisions are ad-
dressed in 2019, then the next main General 
Conference, set for 2020 in Minneapolis, 
will be able to focus on the full mission of 
the church and not one issue.

The express purpose of this 2019 Special 
Session of General Conference, as stated in 
the call, is “limited to receiving and acting 
upon a report from the Commission on a 
Way Forward based upon the recommenda-
tions of the Council of Bishops.” 

The Way Forward commission was cre-

ated at the will of the last General Confer-
ence, in 2016, and charged to examine 
paragraphs in the United Methodist Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and 
help the full church explore ways to move 
beyond its impasse around ministry and 
human sexuality. 

The Way Forward commission developed 
three plans for the church: the One Church 
Plan, the Traditional Plan and the Connec-
tional Conference Plan. 

Other plans are also expected to be 
considered, such as the Simple Plan and the 
Modified Traditional Plan.

Learn more about GC2019 at www.umc.
org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-
session.  

You can also browse past detailed Advo-
cate coverage of GC2019 by going to www.
advocatesc.org/gc2019coverage.

examine, discuss, pray, debate and eventu-
ally determine a host of key legislative issues 
that will become church law for the next 
four years. Eight of the 16 are to be clergy 
delegates, and eight are laity.

Those 16 elected General Conference 
delegates will also serve as delegates to the 
Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference, set 
for July 15-18, 2020, at Lake Junaluska, North 
Carolina. An additional group of 16—eight 
clergy and eight laity, also will be elected to 
serve as delegates to Jurisdictional, giving 
South Carolina a total representation of 32 
delegates to that gathering.

The slate of nominees will go before the 
2019 South Carolina Annual Conference 
meeting in June, where members of Annual 
Conference will elect delegates to attend the 
2020 General and Jurisdictional conferences. 
The elections will be done in two separate 
votes: first the General Conference delegates 
and then the Jurisdictional Conference 
delegates.

Lay nominations
Each local church may submit nomina-

tions for lay delegates that are selected by the 
church council and certified by the council 
chairperson and pastor.

A maximum of 120 names selected by the 
12 districts will be presented to the South 
Carolina United Methodist Women, United 
Methodist Men, Board of the Laity and 
Council on Youth Ministry. Each of these 
four ministries may add up to five additional 
names.

These names will go before Annual Con-
ference in June. 

Laity receiving 12 or more write-in votes 
on any ballot during the election process will 
be added to the lay ballot. Standing Rule 57 
governs the election of lay delegates.

To download the nomination form: 
https://tinyurl.com/laynominees.

To view contact information for UMCSC 
district offices: https://tinyurl.com/umcsc-
districts.

Clergy nominations
Eligible UMCSC clergy members (full 

elders and deacons in good standing, active 
and retired) who are nominated by means of 
one of the forms below by Feb. 1 will be listed 
on the Annual Conference ballot.

Those nominees will be assigned an elec-
tion number, and their information will be 
included in pre-conference materials.

Eligible clergy who are not nominated 
by Feb. 1 still may participate in the delegate 
election process by means of a write-in bal-
lot. Eligible clergy members receiving 12 or 
more write-in votes on any ballot during the 
election process will be added to the clergy 
ballot. Standing Rule 58 governs the election 
of lay delegates.

To download the nomination form: 
https://tinyurl.com/clergynominees.

The form can be emailed to conference 
secretary@umcsc.org or mailed to UMCSC 
Conference Secretary, 4908 Colonial Drive, 
Suite 104, Columbia, SC 29203.

For more information about the elec-
tion process or how to be a nominee, email 
conferencesecretary@umcsc.org.

From his blog A Potter’s View at https://wt-
mcclendon.wordpress.com. 

I already wrote a blog calling the One 
Church Plan the “None” Church Plan. 
It’s worse than that. It’s a surrender to all 
things that we as United Methodists are 

not. So a better title is the “Done” Church Plan, 
because if it passes at the General Conference 
Special Session, we’re done. 

The propaganda war for the One Church 
Plan is well under way. As a delegate to the 
Special Session of the United Methodist Gen-
eral Conference next February, I and others are 
being inundated by material touting one plan 
over another. The most pressure is from the 
proponents of the One Church Plan. As head of 
our delegation, in our local church and in the 
district, I have spoken at listening sessions and 
done my best to pay careful attention. I will not 
panic over some of the misleading information, 
but I will trust that Jesus and the mission of the 
church will prevail.

Here are some of my problems with the One 
Church Plan, and specifically yesterday’s bro-
chure from the group calling itself “Mainstream 
UMC.” I want to quote from the actual words 
of the document to cite my issues: “Many of 
the leaders of the organizations supporting the 
Traditional Plan are willing to throw away 250 
years of Methodism over the issue of homo-
sexuality.” 

The problem with this is that for 250 years, 
and including right now, the UMC has support-
ed marriage as between one man and one wom-
an. John Wesley’s commentary on Scripture 
supports the traditional understanding of God’s 
best plan for humanity through the comple-
mentarity of male and female union. This isn’t 
just the teaching of Methodism for 250 years, 
and the action of every General Conference 
since 1972. This has been the position of Judeo-
Christian teaching for 4,000 years! Who in the 
world do we think we are that we can overturn 
the consistent teaching of the Bible?

Sure there have been those who used the 
Bible to put down women and promote slavery, 
but the same Scripture promoted women in 
leadership from Miriam, Deborah, Esther, Hul-
dah, Ruth, Mary, Elizabeth, Anna, the Women 
at the Empty Tomb, Philip’s four prophetess 
daughters, Phoebe, Euodia, Synthche and many 
more. Scripture has also been used to promote 
slavery and racism, but Scripture also says, “In 
Christ there is no Jew, nor Greek, male nor 
female, slave nor free” (Galatians 3:28). 

Here’s the bottom line: The whole of Scrip-
ture teaches a morality unlike the pagan world. 
Here we are in 2018-2019 doing the opposite. 
We want to reshape ageless biblical ethics into 
the time-limited circumstances of our fallen 
world, not the other way around.

And for those who say Jesus never talked 
about the practice of homosexuality, you’re 
mistaken! Jesus used the foundational passage 
about human relationships from Genesis 2:24 
that “a man shall leave his father and mother 
and is united to his wife, and they become one 
flesh.” From the beginning of creation we have 
been made in God’s image, “So God created hu-
mankind in his own image … male and female 
he created them” (Genesis 1:27). Jesus used this 
exact passage in Matthew 19:5 and Mark 10:6-
8, and there are other exact quotes in the New 
Testament.

So here’s the point for those of us who 
choose the Traditional Plan over the One 
Church Plan. The OCP redefines the biblical 
definition of marriage for the whole UMC. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re in the Philippines, 
Africa or Europe. The Bible will be overturned. 
Now I believe in civil rights for everyone, but 
I will not compromise a high view of Jesus the 
Logos, the Word of Scripture for the sake of 
being politically correct. What’s worked for 250 
years in Methodism and biblical sexual ethics 

for thousands of years has not changed.
Then the brochure from “Mainstream 

UMC” goes way out on a limb. It says as it 
quotes one author’s perspective, “The reason 
that I cannot support the Traditional Plan is 
because it is in opposition to the unity of the 
church.” 

The unity of the church has taught exactly 
what the Traditional Plan promotes! If any-
thing, it is the One Church Plan that is seeking 
to overturn the clear teaching of Scripture and 
destroy the unity of the church. I’ll say it again: 
Every General Conference of the UMC has kept 
faith with the sexual ethics of the vast majority 
of the church.

It is the One Church Plan that wants to let 
every local church have a church conference 
and vote on whether it will allow same-sex 
marriages on its property. That’s not unity. 
You’ll have one church in this part of town pit-
ted against another one. All of the tension and 
disruption that’s been at the General Confer-
ence level will be brought to our local churches. 
The whole One Church Plan isn’t about one-
ness! It’s about letting everybody do what they 
want to do! They can call it “contextualization,” 
or whatever, but it is wrong from Scripture and 
our historic self-understanding as a denomina-
tion.

We have been a connectional people work-
ing together to spread the Gospel and do mis-
sions around the world. The One Church Plan 
causes us to fragment into a congregational 
system where sexual ethics will become the 
litmus test for pastoral appointments. 

Let me ask it this way: If local churches are 
going to decide whether they want to follow 
the historic traditional teaching of the church 
universal, then who is going to lose? Will it be 
the pastor, the local church or both? The answer 
up front and personal will be everybody. Can 
you imagine the divisiveness and rancor? 

Then another question arises: Whom do 
you think most churches will want as their 
pastors if you slip into the One Church Plan’s 
congregationalism? Wake up, people! This is 
not how we do church. We are a sent system of 
clergy deployment. This flips that and it won’t 
look good for our prophetic voice to the world. 
Church unity will have been sacrificed on the 
altar of progressive hubris and false fruitfulness.

The Traditional Plan is faithful to the Bible, 
church history and United Methodism. The 
One Church Plan asks each local church and 
pastor to violate their most sacred loyalty to 
God. The One Church Plan will bring the 
fight to each and every pew and person. The 
Traditional Plan will uphold the values that our 
faith heritage has supported for thousands of 
years. The One Church Plan will turn us into 
a denomination that will have thousands of 
localized interpretations, and have no real Book 
of Discipline. 

In a congregationalist system, every church 
becomes its own arbiter of truth and hiring 
agency, and our UMC heterogeneity and diver-
sity of clergy will be squeezed into the box of 
a market-driven call system of clergy deploy-
ment. We will not be United Methodists. The 
adherents of the One Church Plan are selling 
out, but I will not. I am confident that we will 
uphold Scripture, the historic teaching of the 
church on marriage, and will not lose our con-
nectional ecclesiology.

The Traditional Plan has won this battle not 
just since 1972, but for 4,000 years. The falsely 
named One Church Plan will result in chaos 
and defeat. 

We must stand tall and expose its problems. 
The Traditional Plan is who we are as the UMC 
and as the church universal. The One Church 
Plan is a disaster in the making. This is a fight 
that we have won over and over again, and if 
we want to transform the world for Jesus, we’d 
better win again.

McClendon pastors St. John’s UMC, Aiken. 

         Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Tim McClendon

The ‘Done’ Church Plan

I’m not always a fan of nostalgia because too often we can become stuck in 
the past. Yet in the same breath, I think it is good to occasionally revisit the 
past to serve as a reminder of where we came from. 

In this busy and chaotic world that constantly seems embroiled in tur-
moil, and in light of the uncertainty that lies ahead for our denomination, I would 
like to tell you a small portion of my Methodist story.

My first introduction to The United Methodist Church came from an invita-
tion by a neighbor to visit their church. We lived in a new subdivision that was 
built on the outskirts of a mill village. So, when I was age 2, my mother took me 
to church for the first time. From then on we became regulars. Years later, the 
family that invited us stopped coming. Luckily, by then we had found a home. 
That new home was Stephenson Memorial United Methodist Church. 

It was in this small congregation that I learned about the love of God through 
people. Some of my fondest memories as a child took place in that building 
among some very precious people.

I remember Sunday school teachers Mrs. Mamie Lee Coker and Mrs. Earline 
Collins who taught me about Jesus. I remember being greeted every Sunday by 
Mr. Marshall Wilson, who donned a red or green sport coat depending on the 
season. I, like I imagine most children of the 1970s and 1980s, each December 
would participate in a children’s program that included wearing angel wings and 
singing songs. We experienced the typical seasonal church gatherings throughout 
the years, and I remember them to always be filled with joy and excitement.

There was something so special about the little mill village church in Taylors. 
It was always a place of love and acceptance for my mother and me. These were 
people who took seriously the vow to help nurture children in the faith. Their love 
and care instilled in me a deep longing to know God. All the while, these same 
adults never knew they were nurturing a future United Methodist minister.

As the mills began to shut down across the upstate, Stephenson Memorial was 
like so many other mill village churches. Pews once filled with people became 
empty reminders of those who were no longer there. At some point I remember 
talk of our church sharing a pastor. In a child’s mind, we seemed to continue on 
as we had been; little did I know the complexities of a multi-church charge until I 
became a pastor myself.

I witnessed a church pull together and—in a way I have come to know as 
picking yourself up, dusting yourself off and forging ahead—respond to a call 
that would later evolve into a tremendous ministry. Following God’s direction, a 
group came together after much prayer and decided that we would sell our church 
and move to a new location. I don’t remember there being a lot of sad moments 
about saying goodbye to a building that I had spent eight of the 10 years of my life 
in, although as an adult and pastor of 13 years, I can only imagine how difficult 
a decision this was for the lifetime members of Stephenson. I just remember the 
excitement and desire to move forward with the task God had called us to. 

One distinct memory that sticks out is that we had to change our name. We 
would no longer be called Stephenson Memorial. Our new church name would 
become Covenant United Methodist Church in Greer. 

Faith. Faith was key to living into this movement of God. This faith and these 
memories, the nurture and care I received, have carried me through my life. This 
is where I learned to be a member of a community of faith. This community of 
faith helped build a firm foundation for me to stand on. It is this foundation that 
still informs my ministry as pastor.

Every individual congregation is called by God to be a living house of worship. 
1 Peter 2 talks about living stones: “Come to him, a living stone, though rejected 
by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” Each one of us is a living stone.

No matter where you are, how large or how small the congregation, we are 
all living stones. We are all called by God to serve the churches we are a part 
of. When life is uncertain it’s not time to run or give up. For the believer, it is 
the time when we pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and press in to hear the 
prompting of God’s Holy Spirit! God is still calling us to be living stones in The 
United Methodist Church. 

Throughout our history as a denomination, we have faced many trials, and 
yet by the grace of God we are still a people called Methodists. John Wesley, our 
founding father, was a living stone who stepped out in a time of great uncertainty 
to reach the least, the last and the lost. 

In the midst of our own theological struggles, I urge all United Methodists to 
remember who we are—and, more importantly, Whose we are.

Snelgrove is pastor of First UMC, Harleyville.

 Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Kelly G. Snelgrove

Pulling together

A young Snelgrove is pictured at left in her church’s children’s Christmas program.

My Methodist roots and devo-
tion go deep, to my great-
grandfather and all his broth-
ers who were circuit-riding 

Methodist ministers in Civil War times, and 
that devotion remains strong. I am active in 
my church’s ministries—music, missions, 
Sunday school, Bible study—and I am ac-
tive in the Reconciling Ministries of South 
Carolina. 

I am not homosexual, I have no gay 
children or siblings or grandchildren. I do 
have lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
cousins and friends. I am sometimes asked 
what prompted me to get involved in the 
issue of how our church will treat people 
with different sexual orientations. I can only 
tell you that God put this on my heart, and 
He will not let me go. Even though it might 
be easier to just sit silently on the sidelines, 
God’s prompting to speak and act will not be 
denied, even when it is not a popular place 
to be.

If you have never been on the receiv-
ing end of a message that tells you that you 
are “less than,” you are very fortunate. It is 
a painful place to be. My own “less than” 
experience as a divorced, single mother and a 
woman in the workplace is a mere shadow of 
the African-American members of my seg-
regated childhood community or my circle 
of LGBT friends and their families. But who 
among us does not have personal memories 
of being left out, not included, not accept-
ed—whether from a child’s birthday party 
to a sleepover with teen friends, or being cut 
from an athletic team or from consideration 
by a fraternity/sorority or rejected for a job? 
Any “less than” message is acutely painful, 
perhaps especially when experienced by our 
children—or by anyone we love.

I believe God uses all of our life experi-
ences to prepare us to follow Jesus. Jesus’ 
compassion for and inclusion of “the other” 
is compelling. The outcasts, those on the 
fringes, disdained by society or seen as the 
enemy are the ones He reached out to and 
drew into his circle. And can’t you feel their 
joy hearing Jesus say, “There is a place for you 
here. With me.”

Jesus’ condensing of “the Law” to only two 
commandments—love God and love each 
other as God has loved us—is the compass I 
try to follow on the issue that will be before 

you at General Conference.
Christ calls us to “be one” with Him and 

in his body, the church. Of the imperfect 
choices the UMC faces at General Confer-
ence, I believe the One Church option comes 
closest to the path of “oneness,” of wholeness. 
It recognizes that removing words from a 
book will not remove them from every heart, 
and so it offers grace to the minister whose 
conscience will not allow him/her to perform 
a same-sex marriage and grace to a congrega-
tion that is not yet ready to accept a gay min-
ister. But it does remove barriers for churches 
and ministers and members and seekers who 
believe that we can put our identity as Christ-
followers above any differences we may have 
in skin color, gender, sexual orientation or 
interpretations of Scripture.

Loving Christ and loving each other 
above our differences is the path my pastor 
and I have been following. We have had long 
conversations on this issue facing our be-
loved church, and though we do not agree on 
points of theology, our bond of love for each 
other and our desire for unity in the church 
(not uniformity) are strong enough for us to 
keep walking this path together, trusting God 
to lead us to a solution we may not yet see.

It may be hard to be optimistic when we 
watch other denominations split over this is-
sue, but I have watched the UMC go through 
the integration of our conferences, the ordi-
nation of women and even the adoption of a 
new hymnal and then inclusion of contem-
porary services—and we are the stronger for 
it! I believe we can hold together again when 
we trust God to guide us and keep our eyes 
on the welcoming, including compassion of 
Jesus Christ. 

I pray for our delegates’ mission at Gen-
eral Conference. I pray that each delegate 
and the whole body will choose words and 
actions that “build up and don’t tear down.” 
I believe we can live what we profess—open 
hearts, open minds, open doors. I am trust-
ing our delegates to use their voice and vote 
to build up God’s beloved community, to 
keep us united in love—united in Christ—
the only “way” that matters. 

Mood is a member of Chapin UMC, 
Chapin. Her comments are from a presenta-
tion she made to the South Carolina delegates 
to General Conference on behalf of Reconciling 
Ministries.

Guest Commentary
by Lill Mood

The welcoming, including compassion of Jesus

FOCUSED PRAYER: Continued
From Page 1

Want more?

You can browse past detailed Advo-
cate coverage of GC2019 by going to 
www.advocatesc.org/gc2019coverage.

NOMINATIONS GC2020: 
From Page 1

United Methodists vote for GC2016 delegates at the 2015 Annual Conference. Delegates 
for GC2020 will be elected at this year’s Annual Conference, slated for June in Greenville. 
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Prayer sought for GC2019 delegates
     Prayer is needed for South Carolina’s delegates to the 2019 Special Session 
of General Conference, set for February 23-26 in St. Louis. These are the same 
delegates elected to serve South Carolina at General Conference 2016 in Portland, 
Oregon.

Laity
Barbara Ware conferencelayleader@umcsc.org

James Salley jsalley@gbhem.org
Dr. Joseph Heyward heywardj8@aol.com
Herman Lightsey hblightsey@juno.com
Jackie Jenkins jackiegjenkins@aol.com

Michael Cheatham mikecheatham@bellsouth.net
Martha Thompson tmartha931@aol.com

Dr. David Braddon dvbraddon@gmail.com
Alternates: Lollie Haselden (LPHaselden@gmail.com) and Emily Rogers Evans (emi-

chele87@gmail.com)

Clergy
Dr. Tim McClendon wtmcclendon@umcsc.org

Rev. Ken Nelson klnelson@umcsc.org
Rev. Tim Rogers tjrogers@umcsc.org

Dr. Robin Dease Rdease3@umcsc.org
Rev. Tiffany Knowlin tiffknow@gmail.com
Rev. Narcie Jeter narciejeter@gmail.com
Rev. Mel Arant Jr. A.Arant@icloud.com

Rev. Susan Leonard spleonard@umcsc.org
Alternates: Rev. Telley Gadson (PastorTLG2013@aol.com) and Rev. Michael Turner 

(michaelturner@advent-umc.org)
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The Board of Directors
of the South Carolina

Methodist Conference Credit Union

Invites all SCMCCU members
in good standing

to be our guests at the

63rd Annual Meeting

Monday, January 28, 2019

1:00 p.m.

Epworth Children’s Home Dining Room

Please make your reservation with the credit union
(803-691-0037) by January 11th.

Help us celebrate a successful year
with food, fun and fellowship!

Geared up to shower these men with love, 
they bring dessert and care packages, lead a 
Bible study and spend the day investing in 
these men emotionally and spiritually with a 
goal to help them know they are children of 
God and loved by Him.

In December, they threw the men a 
Christmas party with wrapped gifts for each 
resident, as well as new shoes and toiletry 
items.

Bodie said the men truly appreciate all 
they receive.

“They are so grateful,” she said, blinking 
back tears as she describes the way she’s seen 
the residents’ lives transform over the years 
from gloom to new hope in Christ.

Many of the men had not been baptized, 
so last year they arranged for six of them to 
be baptized in a large immersion tub with 
the help of the Rev. Ed McDowell and Thad 
Hinnant. Communion and the salvation 
prayer have also been a first for many of 
the men, she said, and they typically do not 
attend church, so much of their ministry 
tries to introduce these men to the Lord in 
this way.

But their spiritual support also includes 
plenty of time for fellowship. Over the years, 
the team has provided the men with recre-
ational items such as a ping pong table with 
paddles and balls and a corn hole game. 
They’ve repaired the men’s broken basket-
ball backboard and brought balls and other 
fun items.

They also give the men candy and soda 
treats, pillows and bedding, T-shirts and 
hoodies, and more. On their birthday, each 
man gets a homemade birthday cake with 
candles and a small gift.  

In short, they try to love them like fam-
ily—part of their Christian family, doing 
“to others what you would have them do to 

you” in the spirit of Matthew 7:12 and Luke 
6:31. 

“Most of the men who end up in residen-
tial places like this are chronically mentally 
ill and, because of this, very much discon-
nected from their families,” Bodie said, but 
she noted many people don’t realize this.

“Every time I share about this, people are 
surprised,” Bodie said. “They aren’t aware 
of it unless they have experienced it with 
someone they love.”

Felicia Williams, administrator at the 
facility, said they would never be able to 
provide some of the blessings that Bodie 
and the team from Mount Horeb offer.

“Cindy Bodie and the Mount Horeb 
Church have truly been sent to us from 
God,” Williams said. “They are a much-
needed breath of fresh air.  They go above 
and beyond for our residents. From facility 
maintenance, furniture, clothes, birthdays, 
holidays, or just a shoulder to cry on, they 
have been there for staff, residents and even 

some of our residents’ parents. If I ask Cindy 
for something, she will do her absolute 
best to provide the assistance or connect us 
with others who will assist. They have truly 
become a part of our family.”

Local businesses and Sunday school 
classes have also started supporting the Love 
the Unloved ministry with financial and 
other donations. Several United Methodist 
Women circles and Sunday school classes 
have given money to help the men. South-
eastern Freight Lines donated furniture and 
living room décor, Michaelis Mattress gave 
mattresses at cost, and other businesses also 
help. Next Step youth ministry at Mount 

Horeb built them a raised garden bed, 
enabling many of the men to learn a useful 
hobby with practical benefits. 

Bodie is hoping to inspire people not 
only to help the men she and her team care 
for in Monetta, but also to look around 
them at residential care facilities in their 
own communities across the state to see if 
there are people who can use similar love 
and support.

Anyone interested in learning more 
about how to start a similar outreach proj-
ect, or learn how to support the Monetta 
men, is welcome to email her at bodie.
cindy@gmail.com.

the cards, each woman writes a note of 
encouragement or love. 

“It was received very well by the veterans 
at the hospital,” Brawn said.

The number of cards they sent started 
small, but it grew to 365 cards in 2017 and 
even more in 2018. 

“We just thought we should do some-
thing,” Lucas said.

Around the same time the veteran 
cards mission started, a widows’ group 
was formed at the church. Now they meet 
monthly for support and encouragement, 
and they also involve others in their mis-
sions. The widows help with the Christmas 
cards, and they also place wreaths on graves 
at the national cemetery. 

As another way to help, during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season the 
congregation comes together to collect food 
boxes for families. Each box is ordered from 
Harvest Hope and comes with a complete 

meal, ranging from turkey to ham and all 
the sides. The congregation raises money to 
buy the boxes at $15 each and sends them to 
families in need. The congregation sent out 
20 boxes for Christmas in 2018. 

Another mission they do is boxes for 
deployed soldiers. When someone connect-
ed to the church is deployed at Christmas, 
Bethel members prepare a box of non-per-
ishable goodies to send to them. 

“Missions is the lifeblood of the church. 
If we are not reaching out to others, we 
become inward-focused,” said former pastor 
the Rev. Kathryn Scarborough, who still 
attends the church. 

“There’s really so much (this church 
does) for a small community and small 
church. For (members) to do as much as 
they’re doing, it’s really a blessing,” Brawn 
said. “I just really feel that it is a very dedi-
cated congregation for the area they are 
(in) and the size of the church. They’re very 
caring people.”

During the holiday season, the congrega-

tion has a mission tree that collects mittens, 
knit hats, scarves and fleece blankets. They 
collect items during the holiday season and 
into January. 

Another mission, Project Warm, collects 
new and used coats that are then given to 
the homeless ministry in Columbia run by 
Jeff Snow and to the children at Fort Pine 
Elementary. In 2017, the church collected 
nearly 100 coats. 

In another partnership with the elemen-
tary school, Bethel is a part of the Backpack 
Faith mission. For eight years, the church 
has helped 50 students weekly with supplies, 
food and more. 

“Everything that Bethel does is very 
meaningful to the congregation,” Brawn 
said, noting church leaders have a “won-
derful way of interjecting the feeling of the 
holidays and the missions into each task.”

Scarborough said even though Bethel is 
small, its members can still do something 
big in the world. 

“I joined in 2005, (and we) had 12 people 

and (they were) thinking about closing the 
church,” Scarborough said. “The growth 
has been fueled by mission outreach to 
the community. That’s why I say it is the life-
blood of the church. A lot of churches think 
they can’t do anything because they’re so 
small, but oftentimes it is the small church 
that is maybe the most active sometimes.” 

She said it is so important to connect 
with others through mission outreach no 
matter the church size.

Beyond the holiday season, Bethel 
remains involved with missions. Active mis-
sion projects include Prayer Bears, United 
Methodist Volunteers in Missions, Souper 
Bowl of Caring, health kits for the com-
munity and for people in Haiti, pillowcase 
dresses for women in Haiti, help with 
Lexington Interfaith Community Services, 
the God’s People Serving ministry, a prayer 
shawl ministry, a red scarf project for foster 
kids, and many more. 

To learn more about the many missions 
at Bethel: 803-755-0585.

MENTAL ILLNESS MINISTRY: Loving the ‘unloved’ in Monetta
From Page 1

Cindy Bodie (bottom right) shares a smile with some of the men in the group home. Bodie 
and others on her small team try to love these mentally ill men like they are family.

Each man receives Christmas and birthday 
gifts, plus monthly visits.

ference mission and ministry at some level 
even if 100 percent is not feasible.”  

Every chartered UMC is expected to pay 
not only its own operating budget but also 
a percentage toward funding ministries 
and administrative aspects of the United 
Methodist connection. The goal is that all 
churches pay 100 percent of their apportion-
ment payments, though some have not yet 
done so.

As of Dec. 13, Westbury said 427 church-
es (of the nearly 1,000 total) have paid 100 
percent of their apportionments.  Last year 
at this time, 463 had done so.  

To date, 96 churches have paid nothing 
toward apportionments.

Westbury said in percentage, Walterboro 
District UMCs have a significant lead among 
the 12 districts across South Carolina with 
90 percent of their apportionments collect-
ed. The Rock Hill District comes in second 
with 83 percent collected, and the Columbia 
District is third with 80 percent collected.

In dollars, Westbury said, the Charleston 
District is leading in dollars collected (and 
increase of $35,689 over last year). The Wal-
terboro District is second and Spartanburg 
District is third.

Success story
Even though new church starts are not 

assessed apportionments until they are char-
tered, one new UMC, Two Rivers Church, 
has made its first apportionment payment, 
and the church plans to make another before 
the year is done. 

“We wanted to go ahead and get a jump 
on giving back and participating in our con-
nectional life, said the Rev. Wendy Hudson-
Jacoby, pastor of Two Rivers in the Charles-
ton District.

Hudson-Jacoby said from the beginning, 
Two Rivers Church has claimed its role in a 
connectional system and has felt especially 
blessed by apportionment giving, as its 
first year of funding was provided from the 
congregational development and equitable 
compensation line items. 

“As we grow and develop, we want to 
honor those churches and individuals who 
gave so sacrificially so we can continue our 
United Methodist presence in the Clements 
Ferry area of Charleston, creating a new 
place for new people, younger people and 
more diverse people,” she said. “Our gift 
to the apportionment is a way for us to say 
thank you. It’s a way for us to say we are 
committed to expanding the work of sharing 
the good news of God’s growing reign and 
kingdom. 

“And it’s our way of committing ourselves 
to the connectional nature of our church 
that makes us stronger together than we ever 
are apart.”

How to pay
Payments on 2018 apportionments must 

be in the UMCSC Treasurer’s Office by 4 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15. The mailing address is 
UMCSC Conference Center, Attn: Treasurer, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203. 

Churches making their payment through 
the Vanco electronic system must initiate the 
payment before 3 p.m. Friday, Jan. 11. 

92 PERCENT: Helps the UMC
From Page 1

VETERAN CHRISTMAS CARDS: A way to encourage prisoners
From Page 1

In an effort to streamline reporting, South Carolina United Methodist churches will have 
a new remittance form next year to submit their church apportionment payments.

The form has been redesigned for 2019, including checkboxes for auto-allocation options 
if churches desire. 

“It has been changed to make reporting and forms consistent,” said Beth Westbury, 
conference treasurer and director of administrative services. “There are some funds that 
have new numbers, but not all.  It is organized so that conference apportionments are listed 
first and grouped as such, then General Conference and Jurisdiction funds, then District 
Parsonage/Office and Extra Mile.”

The number of non-apportioned funds listed on the right side of the form has been 
reduced.  The front of the form includes the most frequently used funds, Westbury said, and 
on the back is a list of other moderately used funds that the church can use to identify other 
gifts.

The church marks a second box if its payment includes Extra Mile.
 “We will update the online payment form in January when we are done collecting 2018 

apportionments,” Westbury said.
Westbury said the new auto-allocation option is designed to make the process easier for 

churches. Churches can choose to have their apportionment payment allocated mathemat-
ically by the treasurer’s office. 

To auto-allocate, check the first box (if the payment includes Extra Mile, check the sec-
ond box also). Then complete the total line at the bottom left of the page. Churches do not 
need to complete each line for the funds they are paying. 

Westbury said the formula attempts to keep all apportionment funds at the same per-
centage of payment. It allocates based on the remaining balances of the unpaid funds.

2019 apportionment
remittance form changing

New book on Revelation!
It’s time to acknowledge that the Bible’s Book of
Revelation repeatedly highlights the visible return of Jesus.
Read Revelation for a New Generation by William Wadsworth 
to understand the timing of the great tribulation, the wrath 
of God and the visible return.

Available online at Amazon and wherever books are sold.

Children and 
youth in service
Jeremiah UMC, Heming-
way, Children and Youth 
Choir was installed as the 
First Sunday Morning Choir 
recently under the direction 
of Jaquette Johnson and 
Joann Johnson. The Rev. 
Ernest W. Frierson is pastor. 

Photo courtesy of Laronda Timmons
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www.forestacrespayroll.com

Contact us to obtain a free quote

Rebecca Neal Tompkins
Certified Payroll Professional

803-767-7880
rtompkins@thenealfirm.com

We specialize in church and 

clergy payroll, including:

•	 Direct	Deposit

•	 Electronic	Pay	Stubs	and	W-2s

•	 Proper	clergy	compensation
	 reporting	on	the	W-2

•	 Electronic	payroll	tax	deposits

•	 Quarterly	and	annual	report	filings

•	 Annual	W-2/W-3	forms

•	 Assistance	with	back	payroll
 issues

losing your religion over payroll?
Give us a call!

Refuge is recruiting student leaders
for Coastal Carolina ministry

Refuge offers Christ-
centered opportunities that 
will engage students in
fulfilling the God-given
purposes for which they 
were created. Learn more 
about our Scholarship
Program at link below. 

$7,000 scholarships are available
Apply Today: https://refugemb.com/digital-application

This year, 2019, is the year all 
United Methodist Women have 
been eagerly awaiting. It is our 
sesquicentennial. We celebrate our 

150-year birthday on March 23, the day of 
our founding.

On March 23 1869, in Boston, Clemen-
tina Butler and Lois Parker informed six 
women members of the Methodist Epis-
copal Church about the desperate health 
care and educational needs of women in 
India. Their Call to Action raised funds to 
send Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, and Clara 
Swain, a doctor, to India. The meeting in 
March led to the formation of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, the first of 
many Methodist women’s mission organiza-
tions to address the injustices imposed on 
women and girls in the 19th century. United 
Methodist Women is their successor, and we 
celebrate 150 years of changing the lives of 
women, children and youth.

From the beginning, United Method-
ist Women members have led the way in 
countless endeavors. Our membership is 
comprised of women from all backgrounds 
and experiences, compelled by their Chris-
tian faith to serve and lead in places near 
and far and in ways never imagined.

This includes tutoring children and 
youth in afterschool programs, volunteering 
at community food pantries, teaching Bible 
study in churches, visiting the infirmed in 
hospitals, advocating against legislation and 
policies that marginalize women and chil-
dren and supporting the 100 National Mis-
sion Institutions in the United States and 
the 107 international organizations in 110 
countries that provide a pathway to healthy, 
productive and empowered living. 

The reach and presence of United Meth-
odist Women is felt far and wide, efforts 
having a deep and lasting impact on the 
lives of women, children and youth each 
and every day. 

This is what distinguishes United Meth-
odist Women from other organizations and 
attests to its longevity and relevance—today 
and especially in the years to come.

The South Carolina Conference of 

United Methodist Women invite you to be 
part of our ministry. We have many events 
planned for 2019. Our activities will help 
us grow in knowledge, skills, strength and 
courage to address current issues and joy-
fully work to build God’s kingdom on earth.

Mark your calendars now to attend these 
great learning opportunities:

Feb. 12: Legislative Day at Epworth Chil-
dren’s Home in Columbia

March 23: 150 Year Birthday Celebration 
and National Day of Giving to Legacy Fund 
around the state

April 1-5: Mission Trip to Creation Mu-
seum and the Ark, Northern Kentucky

April 26-28: Spiritual Growth Retreat at 
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina

May 18: Come Together Be Together at 
Trinity United Methodist Church, Spartan-
burg

July 18-20: Mission u at Spartanburg 
Methodist College, Spartanburg

Oct. 25-26: 47th Annual Meeting at 
Buncombe Street United Methodist Church, 
Greenville

As the newly elected president, I am 
most grateful to serve with more than 
10,000 United Methodist Women in South 
Carolina. I am humbled by this opportunity. 
I give thanks to the past presidents who 
led the way to our 150-year anniversary. I 
promise to work very hard and continue the 
tradition of putting faith, hope and love into 
action. 

I propose for 2019 we concentrate on the 
first portion of our pledge: “The organized 
unit of United Methodist Women shall be 
a community of women whose purpose is 
to know God … ” We are a diverse group of 
women of many ages, sizes, gifts and talents 
who together help one another to know 
God and know Him better with each day 
that passes, each event we attend and each 
good deed we perform. 

Let this be the year you join us as to-
gether we fulfill our purpose to know God. 
Thanks be to God.

Ford is president of the South Carolina 
Conference of United Methodist Women.

     United Methodist Women
by Cathy Ford

Gearing up for UMW sesquicentennial

Health kits for flood victims
The Kate Edwards Study Group from Troy 
UMC, Troy, led its congregation in assembling 
health kits for flood victims in eastern South 
Carolina. Sixty-seven kits were prepared and 
were blessed by Rev. Barrett Alewine during 
a morning worship service. The Rev. Mike 
Evans, Greenwood District disaster response 
coordinator, delivered the kits directly to a 
distribution center in Conway.

Ministry in a shoebox
The mission statement at Sandy Grove UMC, Jefferson, calls members to “reach out to the 
world as disciples of Christ,” and again this year they are trying to do just that. On Nov. 23, 
the Rev. Loretta Cooper and members of Sandy Grove, along with members from Mount 
Elon UMC, Jefferson, volunteered with Samaritan’s Purse to help pack and ship shoeboxes 
to children all around the world through Operation Christmas Child. Millions of shoeboxes 
are collected every year during National Collection Week, the third week in November. 
Before these special gifts can bring hope and joy to children around the world, each one 
has to be carefully inspected and made ready for overseas shipment by volunteers. Sandy 
Grove and Mount Elon members helped prepare shoeboxes for delivery at the Charlotte, 
North Carolina, processing center. “It was truly a joy to work alongside other like-minded 
Christians as we come together to package up a box of joy for a child,” one volunteer said. 
“(We’re) looking forward to next year.” Church members filled 100 shoeboxes.

BENNETTSVILLE—After a financially 
challenging year for Wallace Family Life 
Center, the United Methodist ministry is 
looking toward a better 2019. 

Two of their heating and air units failed 
over the summer and a third failed in No-
vember, requiring them to purchase three 
new units. But the good news is the center 
now has three new energy-efficient units to 
heat and cool the center for the next 15-plus 
years. 

They now have county water for the first 
time in more than 30 years, and they have 
had multiple volunteers come to the center 
to help with structural and physical build-
ing needs, including a team of helpers from 
Chapin United Methodist Church, Chapin, 
who replaced windows, replaced old carpet 
with laminate flooring, replaced rotted 
boards and more. 

Bethel UMC, Bennettsville, provided a 
new sign for the front of the building.

Wallace Family Life Center was estab-
lished in 1979 and has been providing 
services to the Wallace area of Marlboro 
County for nearly 40 years. Their mission is 
to provide educational, cultural, recreational 
and religious programs to enrich the lives of 
the people in the Wallace community.

While they have other challenges on 
the horizon, particularly replacing their 
18-year-old bus with safe, reliable replace-
ment, they continue to remain hopeful.

Currently the center is undertaking a 
needs assessment of the Wallace area to de-
termine how best it can continue to fulfil its 
mission to Wallace and surrounding areas. 

Anyone with information or suggestions 
that would help in this effort is encouraged 
to contact the Center at 843-479-7991.

Wallace Family Life wraps up challenging 
year, looks forward to more hopeful 2019 

Water, fire, fun!
Bluffton UMC, Bluffton, kicked off its fall 
season of youth group in September by 

inviting the youth’s families for dinner 
and games. Pictured here are many of 

the parents and teens in a rare game 
that involved both water and fire. The 
youth group includes middle and high 

school students.

By David Lovell
CONWAY—The Marion District Lay 
Servant Ministries held its second of four 
scheduled schools at Brown Swamp United 
Methodist Church Nov. 4 and 11. 

The Basic, Polity, Spiritual Gifts and 
Evangelism classes were completed with 24 
receiving certificates of completion. In the 
Basic Class, instructor Beverly Ambridge 
felt called to end the class with a service of 
washing her students’ feet. In this Basic class 
was a grandfather, Eddie M. Ray Jr., who had 
recently suffered a stroke leaving his left arm 
paralyzed, and his 16-year-old grandson, 
Dionte McCormick.

“I’m so glad that I took this class and was 
so touched by the service of washing feet and 
am looking forward to taking an advanced 
course,” Dionte said. 

Ambridge said Dionte “is on fire for the 
Lord, was not afraid to share his testimony 
and loved sharing this experience with his 
grandfather.” 

She included the washing of feet service 
to teach love, humbleness, leadership and 
servitude, which has created a bond with her 
students and a special memory for their faith 
journey—a first for Ambridge, who walks 
with a cane and was not sure she would be 
able to stay on her knees to complete the 
service. Yet Jesus was there enabling her.

Students in the Evangelism Class learned 
they were not alone in being apprehen-
sive when sharing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. The instructor pointed out that one 
should partner with a friend when sharing 

the story of Jesus, especially with a stranger. 
Students also realized prayer was essential 
in the process. Prayer then gives the one 
evangelizing an opportunity to ask God to 
send the Holy Spirit and Jesus to guide one’s 
words, body language and witness as the 
individual shares his/her Christian journey 
of a full, happy and contented life—often 
missing in the life of a non-Christian or a 
Christian who is lost. Role-playing was used 
to build confidence, as with confidence one 
is better able to share Scripture and life expe-
riences with those seeking a new life in Jesus 
(as it often takes perseverance to win people 
to Christ).

What was surprising to many in the Spiri-
tual Gifts Class was not what the students’ 
gifts were, but that the order of gifts can 
change and, in some cases, a completely new 
gift can show up in one’s Top Three. 

Not surprisingly, the Polity Class was 
referred to as the most difficult—so much 
material to absorb in such a short time 
(think in terms of studying the UMC Book of 
Discipline).

The school ended with a closing ser-
vice planned and carried out by the Polity 
Class, followed by comments on recruiting 
Forward Focus leaders, the handing out of 
certificates, the Order of Commitment, Holy 
Communion and the benediction. 

Leaders and students thank their host, 
Brown Swamp UMC, for the hospitality and 
service. 

Lovell, district director of the Marion Dis-
trict LSM, is a member of Central UMC.

Washing of feet and role playing build confidence, 
humility at Marion District Lay Servant School

Lay Servant Ministries

Beverly Ambridge washes 16-year-old Dionte McCormick’s feet, teaching Dionte uncondi-
tional love, leadership, servitude and what it is like to be humble—one of life’s great learning 
experiences. 

The New Year has arrived, and we hope that you are excited as you start or continue your 
journey of making positive changes for health. 

As you reflect on the past year and anticipate your next steps, perhaps you can consider 
the long journey and the many steps the wise men took to see the newborn King. After 
seeing the Star of Bethlehem, the wise men journeyed far and long to bring their gifts to the 
newborn King. 

Similar to the wise men, God has also given us a sign and called us to embark on a jour-
ney. Micah 7:7 says, “Therefore, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salva-
tion; My God will hear me.” The journey to health takes time, but we can look to God and 
others around us to support and encourage us on our journey. What better time to consider 
how to embark on your journey for better health than the New Year?   

Recently, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services released the second edi-
tion of “Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans.” In partnership with the new release, 
the Move Your Way Campaign also has several handouts and resources to help you on your 
journey toward better health through physical activity. You can download and view these 
resources online at health.gov/moveyourway.

With the New Year upon us, let us continue to focus on incorporating more physical 
activity in our days so we have the energy needed to embark on the journey of health.

FAN offers a few tips to help you meet the physical activity guidelines of obtaining at 
least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity aerobic activity 
each week:

• Find a walking group to join or start your own and recruit members from your church 
to participate.

• Wear a step counter to track your steps and set achievable step goals. 
• Download a free app on your smartphone to track steps and log your physical activity.
• Join a local gym with friends to keep your activity levels up inside when the winter 

weather is too cold outside.
• Organize basketball, kickball or other sports events for you and church members. 
If your church is interested in being trained in FAN, visit the FAN website and complete 

an interest form or contact Jessica Stucker at 803-576-5992.

Embark on a journey of health  

FAN: Faith, Activity, Nutrition

Native American Ministries

Mark your calendars: The 16th Annual 
Native American Representative Training is 
set for Saturday, Feb. 2. 

Para. 654 of the United Methodist Book 
of Discipline states that all churches are 
required to have one person per charge 
(without regard to race) to be the church’s 
Native American Representative. As such, 
the Native American Committee trains this 
person. 

The representative is the contact person 
between their church and the NAC; secures 
a calendar date to observe Native American 
Ministries Sunday; encourages awareness 
and appreciation of Native American his-
tory, traditions and spirituality; advocates 
for inclusion of Native Americans within 
the conference; provides reports to their 
church; and assists with the South Carolina 
Native American Comprehensive Plan. 

The training will be held at Windsor 
United Methodist Church, Columbia. 
Registration starts at 9 a.m. and the training 
starts at 9:30. Lunch is provided. There is 
a $10 non-refundable registration fee. The 
training will end no later than 3 p.m. 

NAC T-shirts and polo shirts will also be 

available for purchase. T-shirts purchased 
with registration receive a $3 discount. If 
you are planning to attend, contact Beckee 
Garris at 803-325-4194 or beckeeg@yahoo.
com to receive a registration form. Registra-
tion deadline is Jan. 22. 

The training features historical informa-
tion about American Indians, especially the 
South Carolina American Indians; myths 
and stereotypes; Native American spiritu-
ality; and the mission and function of the 
NAC. 

After lunch, there is an orientation into 
a traditional worship service for American 
Indians, which may include drumming, 
singing and flute playing. 

Local churches’ new Native American 
Representatives and anyone interested in the 
mission and advocacy for Native American 
Ministries should also attend. 

The NAC highly encourages Cabinet 
members, UMC staff, district superinten-
dents and pastors to attend. Schoolteachers, 
who are responsible for Native American 
Social Studies Standards, should also con-
sider attending to improve historically and 
culturally accurate information.

Native American Representative training set for Feb. 2

LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C.—This spring, spouses of South Carolina United Methodist 
clergy will gather for a retreat celebrating the theme “Our Joy is in the Lord.”

The retreat will be held March 1-3 at the Terrace Hotel.
Fun and excitement is the focus for the retreat, organizers said.
Cost is $40 ($20 for surviving spouses and spouses of retirees). 
Room and meals are extra and include two nights lodging, five meals and taxes. 

Rates per person are single $348.80, double $210.05, triple $178.60 and quad $162.88. 
Returning attendees should bring their nametag, tote bag and T-shirt from last 

year. T-shirts and tote bags will also be available for purchase ($9 short sleeve S-XL, 
$12 2X-3X, $12 long sleeve S-XL and $14 long sleeve 2X-3X); free for first-time at-
tendees. 

Late registration is $25 if postmarked after Jan. 28.
To request a registration form, call 864-525-3009 or email sajayrose2@gmail.com 

or mrs.lynnechandler@gmail.com.

Clergy spouses retreat set for March in N.C.

ADVERTISE HERE!
Toni Strawther  |  advocatesales@umcsc.org  |  843-408-7879
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Save the Date!
Join Mauldin UMC on Sunday, September 8, 2019,

at 10:30 a.m., for a special service of worship.

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston will offer a message of hope
for the future as we celebrate 150 years
of Living in Christ, Loving all people.

All are welcome, especially those who have led us,
served with us, and worshipped with us in the past.

100 E. Butler Road, Mauldin, SC 29662
Carol@mauldinmethodist.com 
www.mauldinmethodist.com

 Lunch to follow.

GREENWOOD—Trinity United Method-
ist Church has partnered with Clemson 
University, Lander University, Molina 
Healthcare and Greater Greenwood United 
Ministry to offer the Faithful Families: Eat-
ing Smart and Moving More program. 

The program will be held at Trinity 
UMC, Greenwood, beginning Jan. 14. 

Classes are held every Monday from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. from Jan. 14 to Feb. 25 (no 
class on Martin Luther King Jr. Day).

The City of Greenwood is also involved. 

Trinity’s goal is to welcome the commu-
nity into the church as they educate families 
on the basics of a healthy lifestyle through 
hands-on cooking lessons and an exercise 
component.  

Participants will receive groceries 
after each cooking lesson so that they can 
prepare the meal again at home for their 
family. They will also receive a gift card at 
the end of the six-week program.  

Trinity program organizers Debra Cole-
man and Joseph Berry Jr. are hoping to con-

tinue the program after this six-week period by obtaining additional grant funding.

Trinity to host Eating Smart, Moving More family program this winter 
By Amy Mullis

You can’t work with Brian Gilmer, pastor 
of Lyman United Methodist Church, for any 
length of time without getting missions all 
over you like sunshine on the seashore.

So when the Lyman UMC team of 
volunteers returned from a week of service 

to the people of Jacmel, Haiti, I expected to 
feel pride of accomplishment. I expected to 
struggle with dismay at the situation they 
found there, a situation one team of volun-
teers could not hope to resolve, especially in 
the crowded space of one week.

I did not expect to feel kinship.

When I was a kid, more than anything I 
wanted to take dance, to twirl on my toes in 
pink satin shoes. My sister, who was seven 
years older and born before my parents grew 
tired of serving as a taxi for kids, took tap 
and ballet and even owned a pair of the one 
thing I coveted most in the world: toe shoes. 

When we went to pick her up from class, I 
would press my hands against the glass door 
and watch what I could see of the class. The 
big sign on the door announced when the 
Recreation Center was open or closed, but to 
my focused 5-year-old brain, it was there to 
block my view. I couldn’t see leotards or tutus 
or delicate arms fluttering over coiffed heads. 
But I could see feet moving to music just 
outside of my hearing, and I would memo-
rize the steps those pink-clad feet made and 
practice them at home.

Five decades later, that same outside-
looking-in feeling came back to me in a rush 
when the church mission team returned 
from Jacmel. Children whose families 
who can afford the price or children who 
are sponsored by caring people in faraway 
places go to school. Sponsorship comes from 
donations. There are never enough sponsors. 
Money is scarce in a country where children 
work every day to help their families with 
luxuries like food and water. Everything in 
life comes at a price. For some children the 
price is to live without hope.

Mission groups arrive to spend a week, 
lend a hand and make friends. Our group 
brought back stories of children with joy in 
their hearts that lights up their faces. The 
group took gallon baggies filled with sur-
prises for children from their sponsors in our 
church, and took pictures of children with 
wide eyes and wider smiles, clutching the 
bags of small toys and socks or holding them 
up for all to see. 

One of our volunteers—her job is always 
to fill the stockings for the children our 

church adopts as Christmas Angels—was 
a special favorite. Although the amount of 
allowed baggage on the trip was limited, “The 
Candy Lady” took along a bag heavy with 
sweets, and found out it was an easy task 
to make friends with the excited children 
in Jacmel. Everyone needs a Candy Lady 
to sweeten days in a place where getting by 
seems like an impossible dream.

The countryside is beautiful, but it is an 
uphill climb to school. If you’ve ever been 
defeated hiking the mountain trails in South 
Carolina, stumbling over roots and stopping 
to sit on any available rock to catch your 
breath and wipe stinging sweat from your 
eyes, imagine what it must be like for kids 
who tackle this kind of climb every day. Haiti 
is a mountainous country where the road to 
school leads up, and up, and up. A full school 
day ends with the long walk home where 
there are chores waiting. And tomorrow 
another long walk is a short sleep away.

Every day sees some children trek to 
school as others watch from outside. They 
have no family or no money or no sponsors. 
They watch as the other children go by. They 
watch as life goes by. They watch as their 
dreams go by. They know the way to school. 
They’ve memorized the steps. But they may 
never get to the chance to take them.

And so while I realized that I may know 
the pain of exclusion, of watching the big 
world pass the child in me by, I have always 
had hope. And through the selfless dedica-
tion of people with huge hearts and expan-
sive dreams to develop the world for these 
children and to help them paint a broader 
horizon, we can give them the gift of hope.

The Lyman UMC mission trip was made 
possible through restorehaiti.com, an orga-
nization dedicated to providing for the basic 
needs of children in Haiti. 

Mullis is administrative assistant to the 
Rev. Brian Gilmer.

Hope for Haiti: Lyman trip inspires as it helps

mailto:Carol@mauldinmethodist.com
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Thank you, Advocate Church Partners
Advocate Church Partners believe that a strong and flourishing Advocate newspaper ministry helps strengthen the conference, districts
and its churches. To that end, they put funds in their budget, raise funds or otherwise help the church enroll in an Advocate church plan

(print or online). Advocate Church Partners also on occasion lift up the Advocate either from the pulpit and church bulletin so people
know the importance of the 181-year-old ministry—the oldest newspaper in Methodism.

Don’t see your church here? It’s easy and inexpensive. Contact the Advocate to learn how your church can 
become an Advocate Church Partner: advocate@umcsc.org, 803-786-9486 or AdvocateSC.org/support

ANDERSON DISTRICT
Clemson UMC, Clemson
Dickson Memorial UMC, Townville
Lawrence Chapel UMC, Clemson
Main Street UMC, Abbeville
Mount Sinai UMC, Anderson
Shiloh UMC, Piedmont
St. John’s UMC, Anderson
Trinity UMC, Honea Path

CHARLESTON DISTRICT
Asbury-St. James UMC, Charleston
Bethany UMC, Summerville
Grace UMC, Charleston
New Light UMC, St. Stephen
Pinopolis UMC, Pinopolis

COLUMBIA DISTRICT
Ashland UMC, Columbia
First UMC, Winnsboro
Francis Burns UMC, Columbia
Gilbert UMC, Gilbert
Mount Horeb, Lexington
Pond Branch UMC, Gilbert
Rehoboth UMC, Leesville
Shandon UMC, Columbia
Shiloh UMC, Gilbert
Union UMC, Irmo
Virginia Wingard Memorial UMC, 

Columbia

Zion UMC, Blythewood

FLORENCE DISTRICT
Bethel UMC, Kingstree
Bethlehem UMC, Pamplico
Central UMC, Florence
Cumberland UMC, Florence
Friendship UMC, Florence
Hebron UMC, Cades
Highland Park UMC, Florence
Jeremiah UMC, Kingstree
Manning UMC, Manning
Mount Beulah UMC, Lake City
Nazareth UMC, Olanta
Old Johnsonville UMC, Hemingway
Shiloh UMC, Turbeville
St. Paul UMC, Florence
Summerton UMC, Summeron
Trinity UMC, Alcolu
Wesley Chapel UMC, Lake City

GREENVILLE DISTRICT
Allen View UMC, Greenville
Few’s Chapel UMC, Greer
Grace UMC, Greer
Green Pond UMC, Gray Court
John Wesley UMC, Greenville
Mountain View UMC, Greer
Piedmont Park UMC, Greenville
Piedmont UMC, Piedmont

Sharon UMC, Greer
Simpsonville UMC, Simpsonville
St. Mark UMC, Taylors
St. Paul UMC, Greenville
Wesley Chapel UMC, Greenville

GREENWOOD DISTRICT
Central UMC, Laurens
Ebenezer UMC, Greenwood
Ebenezer UMC, Newberry
Harmony UMC, Johnston
Main Street UMC, Greenwood
McCormick UMC, McCormick
Mount Pleasant UMC, Pomaria
Panola UMC, Greenwood
Pentecost UMC, Warrenville
Ridge Spring UMC, Ridge Spring
St. John’s UMC, Batesburg
St. Paul UMC, Ninety Six
St. Paul UMC, Saluda
Ware Shoals UMC, Ware Shoals
Waterloo UMC, Waterloo
Wightman UMC, Prosperity

HARTSVILLE DISTRICT
Dalzell UMC, Sumter
Epworth UMC, Darlington
McLeod Chapel UMC, Rembert
Mount Olivet UMC, Cheraw
Mount Zion UMC, Sumter

Salem UMC, Pageland
St. Paul UMC, Camden
Trinity UMC, Darlington
Wesley UMC, Hartsville
Zion UMC, Pageland

MARION DISTRICT
Brown Chapel UMC, Murrells Inlet
Central UMC, Marion
Loris First UMC, Loris
Pine Grove UMC, McColl
Rehoboth UMC, Aynor
Salem UMC, Conway

ORANGEBURG DISTRICT
Bethel Park UMC, Denmark
Bethel Peachtree Rock UMC, Lexington
Bethlehem UMC, Orangeburg
Clinton UMC, Salley
Jericho UMC, Cameron
New Beginning UMC, Norway
New Light UMC, Orangeburg
North Orangeburg UMC, Orangeburg
St. Andrews UMC, Orangeburg
Shady Grove UMC, Cameron
Springfield UMC, Springfield
Swansea UMC, Swansea
Union UMC, Cope
Wagener UMC, Wagener
Wesley Foundation, Orangeburg

ROCK HILL DISTRICT
Camp Creek UMC, Lancaster
First UMC, Clover
India Hook UMC, Rock Hill
Sharon UMC, Sharon
St. James UMC, York
St. John’s UMC, Fort Mill
Woodland UMC, Rock Hill

SPARTANBURG DISTRICT
Buffalo UMC, Buffalo
Foster’s Chapel UMC, Jonesville
Loree UMC, Duncan
Silver Hill Memorial UMC, Spartanburg

WALTERBORO DISTRICT
Bethel UMC, Ruffin
Brunson UMC, Hampton
Buckhead UMC, Ruffin
Canaan UMC, Ridgeville
Carteret Street UMC, Beaufort
Green Pond UMC, Smoaks
Mount Carmel UMC, Hampton
Shady Grove UMC, St. George
St. Andrew By-the-Sea UMC, Hilton 

Head
St. Mark UMC, St. George
St. Paul UMC, Ridgeland
Wesley UMC, Beaufort

Those who have designated Ep-
worth Children’s Home as a beneficiary 
in their estate plans will be recognized 
through a new planned/deferred giving 
program approved by Epworth trustees. 

To recognize these people and encour-
age others to consider a planned gift for 
Epworth, the Epworth Society of 1896 has 
been launched. 

The Epworth Society of 1896 offers a 
meaningful way for Epworth to honor these 
people, plus enables Epworth to accept 
life estate gifts to meet the growing needs of 
Epworth children over an extended period 
of time. 

A minimum commitment of at least 
$25,000 is required to gain entrance into 
the Epworth Society of 1896.

Those who have already included 
Epworth in their ultimate giving plans are 

urged to share details with the home so 
they can be recognized. 

To discuss estate plans with Epworth in 
confidence, let Epworth know. If you are 
willing to give permission to include your 
name as a member of the Epworth Society 
of 1896, also let Epworth know. 

“We are proud of this opportunity to 
recognize those whose commitment to 
Epworth Children’s Home transcends 
the limits of time while assuring, by their 
generosity, that generations of our children 
will remain a part of the heritage of this 
good place,” said John E. Holler Jr., presi-
dent of Epworth Children’s Home. 

For more information about this new 
planned giving program, contact Holler at 
jholler@epworthsc.org or Andrew Boozer, 
vice president of development, at aboozer@
epworthsc.org.

Epworth planned gifts program launched

Silicon Valley investors visit Claflin to discuss 
technology innovation, entrepreneurism 
A delegation of elected officials and venture capitalists traveled by bus to Claflin Uni-
versity’s Ministers’ Hall recently to learn how historically black colleges are preparing 
students to become the next generation of entrepreneurs and technology profession-
als. South Carolina Congressman James Clyburn (D-6th District), Ohio Congressman 
Tim Ryan (D-13th District) and California Congressman Ro Khanna (D-17th District) 
were the chief organizers of the “Comeback Cities Tour South,” which visited cities 
throughout the region and HBCU campuses in North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. The tour organizers believe that HBCUs are valuable economic components 
in their communities which results in more jobs, stronger growth and more vibrant 
cities and towns.  South Carolina’s eight HBCU’s have a combined economic impact 
of $463 million on the state’s economy and they have a direct or indirect impact on 
almost 5,000 jobs statewide. 

By Billie Gregg Kelly
Kalyn Monique Phillips, 17, 

daughter of Keith and Yolanda 
Phillips of Darlington and sister 
to Kriesten, was crowned Miss 
Jabberwock 2018 this summer.

Miss Jabberwock is a scholar-
ship where girls raise money and 
do volunteer work to compete 
for the title. It is sponsored by the 
Florence Alumnae Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Inc.

Kalyn, with a 4.652 GPA, is an active 
senior at Mayo High School of Math, Science 
and Technology in Darlington. Some of her 
activities include member of the National 
Beta Club, National Honor Society, captain 
of the varsity cheerleaders and the Phoenix 

Phaeme Show Choir. She is also 
president of the South Carolina 
Beta Club.

A member of Cumberland 
United Methodist Church, Flor-
ence, she participates in several 
of the church ministries such as 
junior ushers, Voices of Inspira-
tion Choir and the Divinie of 
Praise Dance Team. Her favorite 
Scripture is Philippians 4:13, 

“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” Her hobbies are shopping, 
traveling and cheering. She plans to attend 
Howard University next fall; her goal is to 
become a pediatrician.

Dr. Anthony Hodge, pastor, and the 
church family are proud of Kalyn.

Cumberland UMC youth crowned
Miss Jabberwock 2018

Kalyn Monique Phillips

Hood Theological Seminary has received 
a grant of $1 million help establish the Insti-
tute for Early Career Clergy Development. It 
is part of Lilly Endowment Inc.’s Thriving in 
Ministry, an initiative that supports a vari-
ety of religious organizations across the na-
tion as they create or strengthen programs 
that help pastors build relationships with 
experienced clergy who can serve as men-
tors and guide them through key leadership 
challenges in congregational ministry. 

Lilly Endowment is making nearly $70 
million in grants through the Thriving in 
Ministry initiative.

The Institute for Early Career Clergy De-
velopment will provide consultation, educa-
tion, mentoring and partnership for clergy 
in their second year of ministry through 
their seventh year of ministry. It will operate 
Continuing Education programs and work-
shops, The Rural Pastors Program and The 
Junior and Senior Clergy Cohort Program.

For more: www.hoodseminary.edu.

Grant helps seminary 
establish Institute for 

Early Career Clergy 
Development

Charleston District
Congratulations to the Rev. David and Terry Lupo on the birth for their granddaughter. 

Aria Helena Lupo was born Nov. 11 to Nathan and Jen Lupo. Rev. Lupo is an honorably 
located elder.

Columbia District
Dr. John Zubizarretta, Columbia College professor of English and director of the honors 

program, was awarded the 2018 Sam Schuman Award for Excellence at a Four-Year Institu-
tion by the National Collegiate Honors Council.

Congratulations to the Rev. Scott and Michelle Matthews on the birth of their daugh-
ter. Charlotte Lee Matthews was born Dec. 6. Rev. Matthews is the pastor of Zion UMC, 
Blythewood.

Hartsville District
Congratulations to the Rev. Troy and Jessica Cato on the birth of their daughter. Mad-

elynn Olivia Bernice Cato was born Dec. 9. Rev. Cato is the pastor of Mount Zion UMC, 
Bishopville.

Orangeburg District
The Orangeburg District UMW Officers Training will be held Jan. 12 at New Covenant 

UMC, Bowman.
Mount Nebo UMC, Orangeburg, will hold its Black History Month program, “We’ve 

Come This Far by Faith,” Feb. 9 at 2:30 p.m. at the church.

Spartanburg District
Jacksons Grove UMC, Landrum, held special worship opportunities during the month 

of December. On Dec. 15, the church was open from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. for Pause and Pray. The 
following day, the church held its Christmas Music Program featuring sing-alongs, piano 
solos and more. A traditional candlelight communion service was held on Christmas Eve.

A community celebration 
Knightsville UMC, Summerville, hosted its third annual community Thanksgiving din-
ner this fall,  providing a meal for anybody who needs to have a place to come. Fea-
turing ham, turkey, stuffing, green beans, mac and cheese and more, hundreds 
attended the dinner. Knightsville also offered takeout and delivery, bringing food to 
local police departments, sheriff’s departments, grocery stores and other places open 

By Billie Gregg Kelly
FLORENCE—The Cumberland United 
Methodist Church Health and Welfare 
Ministry held a special Sunday for recog-
nizing cancer survivors Oct. 28.

The 20 or more survivors marched in 
to reserved seating wearing black and pink 
T-shirts provided by Zenobia Perkins, a 
survivor herself. The survivors have been 
cancer-free anywhere from one to 26 years.

Dr. Anthony Hodge, pastor, talked about 
the goodness of God and his power to heal. 
He stated that “the survivors were spared 
for a reason.”

Perkins spoke on ways to have a success-

ful cure and healing. First one must accept 
and deal with the situation, no pity party, 
plus look to God for strength and healing.

She gave helpful information on some 
ways to stay healthy: eating the right foods, 
keeping active, staying in the right frame of 
mind, staying positive, keeping away from 
negative people, being cheerful, staying 
stress-free and keeping all doctor appoint-
ments.

Survivors continue to celebrate life and 
never give up hope.

The Health and Welfare chairperson is 
Launeal H. Black. Iris McDuffie also as-
sisted in this special project.

Cumberland UMC holds
Survivors Recognition Sunday

By Dr. Martin Luther Quick
COLUMBIA—Hundreds of children, wear-
ing a variety of different costumes from 
superheroes to princesses, collected candy 
and other treats from the trunks of cars 
belonging to members of Francis Burns 
United Methodist Church recently as part 
of the church’s second annual FALLoween 
party celebration.

The event was slated to start at 6 p.m., 
but the line for registration quickly bal-
looned with parents and kids eager to enjoy 
the festivities much earlier than we ex-
pected. Kids scurried toward the trunks of 
cars that were decorated by members of the 
church who greeted them with smiles and 
of course treats. 

“I think we are going to surpass last 

year’s attendance of 450,” said Ashleigh 
Brooker, the youth leader of the church. “It’s 
certainly much bigger than last year because 
we have more activities, games and food.” 

The goal of this ministry is to create a 
safe family-friendly event for the surround-
ing communities. More than 650 children 
registered for the event. Church pastor the 
Rev. James Friday said he was delighted 
with the turnout. The church extended spe-
cial thanks to the Columbia Police Depart-
ment for their presence during the event. 

This is what the church is all about—
reaching out to the people of the commu-
nity. People have come to enjoy it and now 
look forward to coming every year.

Quick is minster of discipleship at Francis 
Burns.

More than 650 children registered for FALLoween.

FALLoween held at Francis Burns
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Under the leadership of the Rev. Virginia 

B. Stafford, members of Grove Hall United 
Methodist Church, Summerville, brought 
peace and love for a day of Thanksgiving by 
including a second helping of snacks and 
fruit. 

During the Thanksgiving holiday, Grove 
Hall members delivered snacks and fruit 
to the residents of Goose Creek Manor As-
sistant Living Center. This mission started 
in November 2013. During the five years, a 
welcoming and trusting relationship with 
the residents at Goose Creek Manor has 
developed and grown. Stafford and the 
members of Grove Hall are passionate about 
serving the elderly and other community 
needs. As Christians, the congregation gives 
thanks not just on Thanksgiving Day but 
every day, as they appreciate and never take 
for granted all that they are blessed to have. 

The residents at Goose Creek Manor 
said they appreciate the thoughtfulness, the 
love and, most of all, the snacks each year. 
Church members said it is such a joy to hear 
the words of the residents, “Thank you so 
much, and please don’t forget us next year.”

Trustee Chairman Richard Wright stands 
(center) as residents enjoy dinner.

Grove Hall UMC brings peace
and love for Thanksgiving

WALTERBORO—Despite the rainy forecast, 
306 laity and clergy members made their 
way to Bethel United Methodist Church, 
marking the start of December with a fer-
vent demonstration of their commitment to 
the mission and ministry of the UMC. 

More persons would have been in atten-
dance, but the classes were filled to capac-
ity. Through a host of training workshops, 
participants were introduced to the full spec-
trum of leadership and governance ideolo-
gies required to represent the UMC and lead 
laity in ministry. The workshops included 
grant writing (Rev. Genova McFadden), 
outreach (Rev. Shannon Bullion), church 
council (Rev. Lawrence Canty), lay leader/
lay member to Annual Conference (Rev. 
Kenneth Carter), family ministries (Rev. 
Daniel Griswold), nominations/lay leader-
ship selection (Rev. Jeffery Salley), trustee 
(Rev. Curtis Young), Staff Pastor Parish 
Relations Committee (Rev. Thomas Pearson 
Jr., our district superintendent), finance 
(Rev. Charles Wilson), and a special session 
for financial secretaries and clergy led by the 
UMCSC Treasurer Beth Westbury.

McFadden, congregational specialist, 
gave a brief update/highlights of Forward 
Focus, a process designed to help local 
churches and charges study their past, pres-
ent and future potential for ministry to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world. 

Alvin Glen (United Methodist Men dis-
trict president) announced the men’s min-
istry event scheduled for Feb. 16 at Mount 
Horeb UMC, Lexington. He also provided 
instructions on how to register and become 
a sponsor of the event. 

Thelma Hudson (district director) 
presented information about the upcoming 
school that will be held at Bethel on March 

2-3. Jackie Jenkins expressed gratitude to the 
district and reminded everyone about the 
Laity/Clergy partnership luncheon that will 
held during Annual Conference, held at the 
Greenville Convention Center at noon June 
4. Tickets cost $15 plus processing. 

Lastly, the Rev. Frank Lybrand provided 
brief highlights about the UMC’s Way For-
ward, an initiative designed to examine and 
revise the Book of Discipline, and the 2019 
Special Session of the General conference. 
He also solicited continued prayers for God’s 
guidance and covering over all conference 
delegates and the UMC collectively. 

Under the leadership of Pamela Good-
wine-Glover, district lay leader and event 
facilitator, the laity responded. As evidenced 
by the enthusiastic response, participants left 
energized to do the work of church and to go 
where God leads them. 

Walterboro District hosts annual
lay leadership, job function training 

The morning began with welcome and de-
votion led by Dr. Scott H. Wachter, Bethel’s 
pastor. Remarks by Pearson followed. 
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Worship at the market
On Sept. 30, Trinity UMC, Greenwood, had their Fifth Sunday Worship Service at the 
farmers’ market a few blocks from the church. The whole community was invited. The 
praise team and choir sang various songs and hymns. A meal was served to all after a 
sermon from church pastor Thessa G. Smith. “It was a wonderful service, and we had 
lots of community guests attend,” organizers said.

Harvest Sunday
The Bethlehem UMC family, Greenville, got the opportunity to help a family in need 
this Thanksgiving and give to United Ministries—all in one month and at the same 
time. This year, the church dedicated Nov. 18 as “Harvest Sunday.” Starting Nov. 1, 
members and friends had the opportunity to bring canned food and non-perishable 
items and place them around the altar. Through a local high school, they obtained the 
name of a family in need of help during the holiday. The church was able to provide 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and a turkey donated by the Bethlehem United Methodist 
Women. Members said this was a great way for the entire church to get involved with 
doing good. “Doing good and having a genuine love for people doesn’t require you to 
be a megachurch, but it does require that you love,” said Valerie Brooks-Madden.

I have a co-worker whose job is to 
keep track of us and our families, in 
matters related to our employment 
and wellbeing. She won the job when 

her new boss moved up, following the 
retirement of the department head. Both 
of these ladies exhibit the great skills one 
would associate with a human relations 
expert. Her first greeting, always, is a wel-
coming, confident and disarming smile.

During a recent visit to her office, we 
spoke about insurance issues and personal 
events that affect everyone. We agreed that 
all of us have some problem or issue in 
our lives that we don’t share with anyone. 
The public persona we show is often just a 
mask covering the troubles behind. 

Indulging in a bit of personal interac-
tion, I took a leap of confidence and asked 
her what was going on behind her mask 
of smiles. Her charming easy smile, her 
total attention to the person at hand and 
her projection of complete confidence was 
certainly genuine. Surely she had issues 
like everyone else, I surmised. 

Her response was a snapshot of why 
she is so successful and loved by all of us.

Sure she has troubles, she replied. She 
works in a job that can overwhelm her 
with the needs of others. The only way to 
be effective is to put her problems aside 
and offer help and hope to them. Some-
times, all they need is to feel important 
enough to receive a genuine smile, a 
confidential ear and a caring heart to learn 
their stories. A phone call or a form to fill 
can often turn a travail into a solution. At 
the end of the day, if those who came to 
her received satisfaction, her job is com-
plete. She has faith in her skills, education, 
training and the empathic heart to tackle 
just about anything.

Faith. Our business decorum and man’s 
laws don’t leave room for discussion of 

God and faith in the workplace. Because 
of “the rules,” we will never be able to talk 
about the value of a close relationship with 
God and how faith serves many of those 
in her care. Yet she applauded my rebuild-
ing faith and encouraged me to grow in 
the Spirit as a strength against the things 
that often make living difficult.

It’s not logical to postulate that those 
of no faith have more or greater problems 
than the faithful. God encouraged us not 
to worry over life tribulations. He asks 
us to find wealth and reward in loving 
and giving in faith, while preserving the 
privacy and dignity of others, without 
judgment. 

Most will agree many of the traits we 
express in our relationships with oth-
ers are founded in genetics. Others are 
learned over time. What makes one per-
son stand out from others is their choice 
to use the tools they have in a way that 
reflects God’s love in the human spirit.

Sadly, the modern generations have 
been exposed to the unfaithful traits of 
self-promotion at the expense of others. 
Every aspect of our modern life is becom-
ing more demanding, more singular, and 
polarized in political separation. There 
may be a parallel between the shrinking 
of church attendance and the lack of a 
responsible moral compass and personal 
responsibility.

It heartening to know people whose 
first reaction when seeing you is to smile. 
They are quick to engage without preju-
dice. Their energy is given unselfishly and 
their own issues stay in the background. 
Yet it’s important for us to be respectful, 
knowing everyone has something going 
on behind their smile.

God only gave humans the ability to 
smile. Some use it as a true reflection of 
God’s love.

View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Behind that smile When I was in elementary 
school, admittedly a long 
time ago, a small group of 
classmates sometimes said 

to me and other classmates, “If you lie, you’ll 
go to hell.” It did not frighten me, nor did it 
attract me to their “wisdom.” Instead, I was 
amused by the way they relished condemn-
ing their “friends” with their words. 

As I pondered “If you lie, you’ll go to hell,” 
I developed two theories for their motives: 
1) That’s what they had been taught in their 
rather judgmental churches, and they were 
proud to be able to be good “evangelists” for 
those congregations; and 2) In pre-adoles-
cence, they enjoyed being able to “cuss” by 
using the word, hell, without getting into 
trouble for “cussing.”

Either way, I was not afraid I would go 
to hell because I had already learned in my 
Methodist Sunday school classes and worship 
services that, while all sin is wrong and to 
be avoided, God is in the forgiving business. 
But by this time I already knew that habitu-
ally engaging in sinful behavior is a seductive 
process that dulls our awarenesses and leads 
us further and further into sin. And lying is a 
sin that works just like that.

Lying has been with us since the begin-
ning. It has been leading people astray since 
the beginning. It has confused the decision-
making of liars and non-liars since the begin-
ning. It has been dulling the awarenesses 
of liars about being sucked in by their own 
lying since the beginning—until the liars are 
dulled into the psychological and spiritual 
denial that says their lies are not lies.

Our culture is awash in lies from politi-
cians of all brands of elected leaders (and 
candidates for office) from local government 
to the highest levels of government. Print 
journalism and, especially, broadcast journal-
ism are full of accusations that other styles 
of print and broadcast journalism are fake 
news, alternative facts, deliberate misin-
terpretations or invented stories not based 
on reality—all of which are lies by different 
names. 

Many everyday people (and voters) seem 
to be resistant to sorting out the veracity of 
what they read or hear, so they are tempted 
to choose a side that they like and decide that 
it is represented by truth-tellers and that the 
other side is represented by liars. The truth, 
however, seems to be a forgotten footnote.

In John 8:31-32 (CEB) we read, “Jesus said 
to the Jews who believed in him, ‘You are 
truly my disciples if you remain faithful to 
my teaching. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free.’” 

We are living in a time when many people 
who claim to be faithful followers of Jesus 
choose one side in disagreements and then 
point out the people on the other side, who 
also claim to be faithful followers of Jesus, 
and each side calls the other side liars.

In a culture immersed in lying, nobody is 

listening; everybody is demonizing whoever 
is different. 

There is plenty of evidence that evil begins 
with a lie. But rarely do we see the damage 
that lying does, even to the liar. Lying (and 
deciding to accept without examination the 
lies we hear) leads us toward evil. And the 
further we go along that road, the harder it 
is to accept God’s forgiveness and be rec-
onciled to the truth—and be reconciled to 
those “enemies,” whom Jesus identifies as our 
neighbors. 

The further we go down that road, the 
more it resembles the road to hell.

On a personal level, lying erodes our faith, 
first by confusing our beliefs and second by 
eroding our trust. When we are immersed in 
a culture of lying and/or personally partici-
pate in the lying, it is very difficult to know 
whom to believe or what to believe. And it 
is harder and harder to know what is true. 
When the lying gets into our belief systems, 
we are seduced toward confusion about our 
beliefs. But the greater danger is that lying at-
tacks trust, the bedrock foundation on which 
our faith systems are built. 

When we cannot trust what our leaders, 
teachers, role models—or we ourselves—are 
saying, how can we go about trusting in God 
as revealed in the forgiving love of Jesus our 
Lord?

I have little patience with descriptions of 
heaven or hell based on the selfish expres-
sions of “what I want for eternity” or the 
worst fears of “what I deeply dread.” I believe 
that whatever God has waiting beyond our 
deaths will be far beyond our imagining. 
Suffice it to say that being in the full presence 
of God is beyond description. Likewise, to be 
utterly alienated from God is a hell beyond 
description. 

In this life, whoever chooses to lie begins 
to create the road of alienation from truth, 
alienation from wholesome relationships 
with other persons, alienation from our 
true selves and alienation from a trusting 
relationship with God. Lying becomes the 
road to hell when it turns generosity into 
self-centered self-indulgence, when it turns 
family and friends into enemies, when it 
turns neighbors into “to be rejected and ex-
ploited” nobodies and when it turns the God 
of love revealed in Jesus Christ into an idol 
for fulfilling and blessing non-loving human 
desires.

My elementary classmates might be par-
tially correct. We choose to move down the 
road to hell when the map is filled with lies. 

In Romans 5:8 (CEB) we read, “But God 
shows his love for us, because while we were 
still sinners Christ died for us.” 

My prayer is that, accepting God’s forgive-
ness and trusting Jesus, we will embrace the 
road to the truth, which will set us free, even 
if it first makes us miserable in showing us 
how often we have failed to be faithful to 
Jesus while we were being seduced by lying.

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. James Ellis Griffeth, retired

Lying and the road to Hell
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SHARE your STORIES
Send stories, photos, calendar items

and ideas to:
advocate@umcsc.org (email preferred)

or 4908 Colonial Dr., Columbia SC 29203

By South Carolina Black Methodist for 
Church Renewal Executive Officers 

John MacArthur’s “Statement On Social 
Justice” is counter to the Methodist church’s 
call to social justice.

We have to be careful when we allow 
fear to redefine the role and purpose of the 
church. We also have to be careful when 
groups and clergy(men) define theological 
positions that are contentious to the Wes-
leyan tradition and historical understanding 
of scripture. 

Last month, John MacArthur and a 
dozen other Christian leaders launched a 
website presenting “The Statement on Social 
Justice and the Gospel.” In the statement, 
the signatories claim that the social justice 
movement endangers Christians with “an 
onslaught of dangerous and false teach-
ings that threaten the Gospel, misrepresent 
Scripture, and lead people away from the 
grace of God in Jesus Christ.” Over the 
course of 14 sections, the statement address-
es cultural narratives “currently undermin-
ing Scripture in the areas of race and ethnic-
ity, manhood and womanhood, and human 
sexuality” and argues that a secular threat is 
infiltrating the evangelical church. 

This is a local church issue. 
In a South Carolina Black Methodists for 

Church Renewal meeting, the Rev. Amiri 
Hooker, our parliamentarian, made the 
statement “I can think of at least one mem-
ber who would align their faith perspective 
with this type of false news teaching.” 

At the time of this writing more than 
7,000 clergy and lay have become signees of 
this document. Many of the members in our 
churches and others across the connection 
consider themselves to be evangelical. As a 
mainline evangelical, we have taken offense 
at some of the public statements and lack 
of statements the fringes of the church have 

recently set forth in this current social and 
political environment. 

For United Methodists and Black Meth-
odists, there are particular concerns in the 
area of race and liberation history. For those 
signees in support of the statement, one of 
the most compelling reasons they give is 
to protect the orthodoxy of Christianity. 
Their claim is that the statement affirms 
and upholds the truth of Scripture on all 
these issues. But one must ask according 
to the statement how social justice within 
the evangelical movement is being under-
stood. For example the statement inserted 
an appreciation of the life and legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., but King was a pas-
tor who famously rebuked white evangeli-
cals for criticizing his leadership in the civil 
rights movement. While he languished in 
jail, he wrote one of the most compelling 
letters known in modern times to Christian 
leaders who castigated him for proclaiming 
social justice. 

It is strange to value the gains of Dr. 
King’s activism and the tragedy of his assas-
sination, yet still criticize those who walk 
in his legacy to continue exposing injustice 
today such as the broken criminal justice 
system, discrimination in hiring policies 
and cultural bias within the evangelical 
church. 

We must wonder if the writer and signees 
think King was wrong for using his pulpit 
and ministry to protest social injustice? If he 
asked them for advice on how to write his “I 
Have a Dream” speech, would they have told 
him he should just preach a Gospel devoid 
of social justice? 

Critics note that a majority of the 
creators of the statement are white men, a 
point that is not lost on people of color. In 
“Battle Lines Form Over Social Justice: Is it 
Gospel or Heresy?” Jemar Tisby, president 

of the black Christian collective The Wit-
ness, writes, “Statements that dismiss social 
justice send a message that the ongoing 
marginalization many minorities still expe-
rience and struggle against is of no concern 
to their fellow Christians. Or to God. Or to 
the Bible.”

The real danger is not just to redefine 
Christianity but to develop a Jesus-only 
theology and preaching that misses the 
point of the Bible to save the oppressed. This 
Jesus-only preaching and theology is the 
real heresy of modern religion. One of the 
originators of the statement explains why he 
believes it’s necessary. In “Why I Signed the 
Statement on Social Justice and the Gospel,” 
Josh Buice writes, “When social ideas and 
constructions replace truth, it runs the risk 
leading people into further darkness and 
oppression. Therefore, we must stand for 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and deliver the 
only message that will bring oppressed and 
broken sinners to a saving relationship with 
God—that’s the message of the cross of Jesus 
Christ.”

The idea is that all we need to preach and 
teach on Sunday, Wednesday, Tuesday and 
Saturday morning is Jesus and Good News. 
But a large part of the Good News of Jesus 
was freedom for the oppressed, or social 
justice. The Bible’s teaching in the areas of 
race and ethnicity, manhood and woman-
hood and human sexuality is being chal-
lenged under the broad concern for “social 
justice.” If the doctrines of God’s Word are 
not uncompromisingly reasserted and de-
fended at these points, there is every reason 
to anticipate that these dangerous ideas and 
corrupted moral values will spread their 
influence into other realms of biblical doc-
trines and principles. 

Social justice is the legacy of the Church 
and more specifically the Gospel itself. 

Jesus gave the impetus when Jesus charged 
his followers to proclaim and demonstrate 
the kingdom of God “on earth as it is in 
Heaven” (Luke 9:2). It should come as no 
surprise then that the earliest testimony of 
the church is one in which their witnesses 
challenged and changed unjust systems and 
social structures of the time. The United 
Methodist Church has a long history of 
concern for social justice. Wesley and the 
early Methodists expressed their opposition 
to societal ills such as slavery, smuggling, 
inhumane prison conditions, alcohol abuse 
and child labor. 

Just as our own discipleship occurs both 
at a personal and communal level, our 
work in the world extends beyond helping 
individuals to transforming the conditions 
that create injustice and inequality: “It is our 
conviction that the good news of the King-
dom must judge, redeem, and reform the 
sinful social structures of our time” (Book 
of Discipline 2012, p. 53). For the follower 
of Jesus, social justice is simply applying the 
Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37-40) 
and the Great Requirement (Micah 6:8) to 
people as well as institutions. 

Our country is currently fraught by a 
broken criminal justice system acknowl-
edged by both parties, driving while black, 
swimming while black, going to Starbucks 
while black and, yes, even going to seminary 
while black, traumatizing and mobilizing 
the present surge of social justice advocacy 
in evangelistic spaces. 

Making statements rejecting that Jesus 
would have something to say about civil 
rights, or social injustice, dims the glory of 
God from shining in every facet of the Gos-
pel’s implications; that’s why the church and 
particularly the UMC must challenge the 
Gospel reductionism presented in MacAr-
thur’s “Statement On Social Justice.”

A social justice call

I was assigned to St. Paul United Meth-
odist Church in Greenville. The church 
had more than 500 members spread 
over Greenville County and beyond. It 

was a large church sanctuary. The balcony 
could seat more than some of my former 
churches. The choir was directed by a for-
mer Miss South Carolina. 

One of the church’s requests was to 
rebuild the youth program. My plate was full 
and running over.

One of the things I had always done when 
moving from church to church was coach 
boys’ basketball. I enjoyed coaching very 
much and I got close to the boys. During the 
first year they were looking for a coach for 
the 12 and under basketball team. I wanted 
to do it, but I thought that there was no way 
I could and do my job. I didn’t volunteer.

It was a mistake! A big mistake! Another 
person volunteered, and the team began to 
practice. I felt bad inside as if I had done 
something terrible. I began to pray about 
it for relief. It got worse. When I prayed, I 
found out that God told me, “When you 
made the decision to not coach the 12 and 
under team, you didn’t ask me.” 

I went to games that year and all other 
things that I could do, but got no inner relief. 
I determined right then that if they needed 
another coach next year, I would volunteer 
quickly to get some relief. And I did.

There were three goals I had for the team. 
One was to teach them about basketball. 
Two was to teach them to pray out loud by 
taking turns one by one. Three was to feel 
good about themselves at whatever ability 
they had. All the boys prayed one by one out 

loud. 
The smallest boy could not get the ball 

to the basket shooting “granny style.” He 
came home excited from practice one night 
and said to his mother, “Guess what I did 
tonight?” She said, “You made your first 
basket.” And he said, “No, Mother, I led in 
prayer.” 

The season turned out good and we 
played for the championship for the lower 
division. In the championship game, we 
were behind two points and the other team 
was shooting a free throw. I told him when 
he missed the free throw, we get the rebound 
and throw the ball to the other end and 
shoot before the time ran out. All that hap-
pened and he missed.

One Sunday afterwards, we were at the 
close of the service and Jeff came down the 
aisle and said, “I want to accept Jesus and 
join the church.” We celebrated that event. 
I found out later that he had talked with his 
parents and grandparents before he did this. 

I was visiting later, and one mother told 
me her son, Dick, wanted to do what Jeff did. 
And he said, “That will be my day,” and he 
did. On other Sundays different boys walked 
the aisle by themselves until every boy from 
the St. Paul team made a decision to accept 
Jesus and join the church. 

God had forgiven me for my mistake. 
P.S. I retired from St. Paul and they had 

a homecoming later. They got the bishop to 
come and be the guest speaker. Each former 
minister was given a moment to share one 
thing that happened when they were there. 
The story I shared was the 12 and under 
basketball team. 

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Farrell Cox, retired

You didn’t ask me

We had our first run at a brand 
new ministry at Bethesda 
United Methodist Church. 
It’s called Shepherd’s Station, 

and our goal was to prepare and give away 
free hot dog plates to food-insecure families 
and individuals. “Marketing” was limited to 
sending flyers and reminders home through 
local school counselors. It was a flop—no 
one came. Not one hot dog plate was served.

While we all stood huddled under the 
barbecue shelter out of the rain and drizzle, 
many ideas to spur on the ministry were 
thrown out: expand from exclusively the food 
insecure to a community meal, hand out fly-
ers to churches and agencies already helping 
our target population, banners and better 
signage, a social media campaign. 

When we called it done, no one left. Ev-
eryone stayed to clean up and divide the sup-
plies into perishable versus reusable items. 

We talked about what to do with the un-
used hot dogs, buns and beans, and someone 
brought up that the weather (cold and rainy) 
was surely impacting the local rescue mis-
sion, and that seemed to be agreeable to all. 

So who were these volunteers huddled 
together? There were seniors, youth, young 
adults and children, folks from both the Con-
nection and the traditional services. There 
was representation from several Sunday 
school classes and church committees, finan-
cial support from Missions Team and United 
Methodist Men and supply donations from 
private agencies and individuals. In short, 
they were 15 folks who answered the call of 
the recent church vision statement to become 
an “even more connected church where 

people of all ages and stages have opportuni-
ties to worship, study, work and fellowship 
together.” 

Our Missions Team coordinator saw my 
disappointment and offered encouragement: 
we had wanted to help someone who might 
be hungry and we were—just not the way we 
planned. Definitely not a flop!

I called the Greenville Rescue Mission 
the next morning as soon as they opened 
and told them what we had: cooked weenies, 
buns and baked beans in individual serving 
cups. They were thrilled. Hot dogs were on 
their menu that day. I went directly there and 
met the food service coordinator and his as-
sistant, Joseph. 

Joseph helped me unload, and we stood 
on the dock and talked. He’s a very young 
man from the streets in early recovery from 
alcohol and drug addiction. At the rescue 
mission, he found food and shelter, a path to 
recovery and a trade—and he found Jesus. 

We swapped recovery stories, and I told 
him how much it blessed me to see a man his 
age find the way. I was 43 before I got sober 
and in my 60s when I put my faith in Jesus 
into action for Jesus. We talked about how 
swamped they were at the rescue mission, 
and how they were just trying to figure out 
how to stretch their supplies to cover both 
lunch and supper. And then we showed up 
with what they needed.

Joseph’s parting words were, “You know, 
Jesus doesn’t just show up. He shows out!”

I’m glad I got to meet Joseph today be-
cause I also got to see Jesus.

Bryant is a member of Bethesda UMC, 
Easley.

Guest Commentary
by David Bryant

I met Joseph today
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Doris Vicars Alexander
BOGANSVILLE—Doris Vicars Alexander, 
mother of the Rev. Don Alexander, died 
Nov. 27, 2018. Rev. Alexander is the pastor 
of Bogansville United Methodist Church, 
Jonesville.

Funeral services were held Nov. 30 at 
Duncan UMC, Duncan, with entombment 
in Heritage Memorial Gardens, Roebuck.

Memorials may be made to Duncan 
UMC, 139 W. Main St., Duncan, SC 29334 
or to Bogansville UMC, 4052 Buffalo West 
Springs Hwy., Jonesville, SC 29353.

Mrs. Alexander is survived by her son.

Anna ‘Fannie’ ‘Big Mama’ 
Brown

JOHNS ISLAND—Anna “Fannie” “Big 
Mama” Brown, mother of the Dr. Major 
Brown, died Nov. 18, 2018. Dr. Brown is the 
pastor of the Cross Charge, Cross.

Funeral services were held Nov. 24 at 
Wesley UMC with burial in the church 
cemetery.

Mrs. Brown is survived by her three 
daughters and five sons.

Catherine ‘Tee’ Everett Cowan
GREENWOOD—Catherine “Tee” Everett 
Cowan, mother of Rachel Huggins, died 
Dec. 4, 2018. Mrs. Huggins is married to the 
Rev. Bob Huggins, pastor of Mount Pleasant 
UMC, Pomaria.

A memorial service was held Dec. 6 at 
First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood 
with burial in Long Cane Cemetery, Ab-
beville.

Memorials may be made to First Presby-
terian Church of Greenwood, P.O. Box 426, 
Greenwood, SC 29648; or to Hospice Care 
of the Piedmont, 408 W. Alexander Ave., 
Greenwood, SC 29646.

Mrs. Cowan is survived by her two 
daughters and son.

Martha Mae Duffie
SUMTER—Martha Mae Duffie, sister of 
Yvonne Stuckey, died Nov. 30, 2018. Mrs. 
Stuckey is married to the Rev. Rickey 
Stuckey, pastor of the Lamar Circuit,  
Lamar.

Funeral services were held Dec. 6 at 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church with 
burial in Walker Cemetery.

Mrs. Duffie is survived by her son and 
daughter.

Linda Hamm Evans
GREENWOOD—Linda Hamm Evans, 
mother of Ronda Rogers, died Nov. 19, 
2018. Mrs. Rogers is married to the Rev. 
Adrian Rogers, pastor of McKendree United 
Methodist Church, Trenton.

Funeral services were held Nov. 21 at 
Main Street UMC with burial in Oakbrook 
Memorial Park.

Memorials may be made to Newberry 
College, 2100 College St., Newberry, SC 
29108.

Mrs. Evans is survived by her husband, 
Thomas W. Evans, son and daughter.

Rev. Clifford Furman  
Ferguson

GREENVILLE—
The Rev. Clifford 
Furman Ferguson, 
a retired mem-
ber of the South 
Carolina Confer-
ence of The United 
Methodist Church, 
died Nov. 23, 2018.

Prior to his re-
tirement in 1988, 
Rev. Ferguson 
served the Pendleton Charge, Williamston, 
Greenville-John Wesley, Bennettsville Par-
ish, Thompson-Centennial, Hartsville-Cen-

tenary, Greer Circuit, Silver Hill, Cheraw 
Parish and Chesnee Circuit charges.

Funeral services were held Dec. 1 at John 
Wesley UMC, Easley, with burial in the 
church cemetery.

Memorials may be made to John Wesley 
UMC, P.O. Box 825, Easley, SC 29641.

Norma Utsey Hamer
FLORENCE—Norma Utsey Hamer, mother 
of the Rev. Meg Jiunnies, died Dec. 5, 2018. 
Rev. Jiunnies is the minister of Faith Forma-
tion and Discipleship at Central United 
Methodist Church.

A memorial service was held Dec. 7 at 
Central UMC.

Memorials may be made to Central 
UMC Pastors Discretionary Fund, P.O. Box 
87, Florence, SC 29503-0087.

Mrs. Hamer is survived by her daughter 
and son.

Barbara Lou Keck
SAVANNAH, Ga.—Barbara Lou Keck, 
mother of the Rev. Steve Keck, died Dec. 11, 
2018. Rev. Keck is the pastor of Broad Street 
United Methodist Church, Clinton.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Dec. 
14 at St. James Catholic Church with burial 
in Catholic Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to St. James 
Catholic Church, 8412 Whitfield Ave., Sa-
vannah, GA 31406.

Mrs. Keck is survived by her four sons 
and daughter.

Charlotte Smith Vickery
INMAN—Charlotte Smith Vickery, widow 
of the Rev. Robert Lee Vickery Jr. and 
mother of the Rev. Michael Henderson, died 
Dec. 5, 2018. Rev. Henderson is the pastor 
of Highland Park United Methodist Church, 
Florence.

A memorial service was held Dec. 8 at 
Seawright Funeral Home Chapel.

Memorials made be made to the Spar-
tanburg Humane Society, 150 Dexter Road, 
Spartanburg, SC 29303.

Mrs. Vickery is survived by her four 
daughters and two sons.

Nettye Williams
ORMOND BEACH, Fla.—Nettye Williams, 
widow of the Rev. Bill Williams and mother 
of the Rev. Bob Williams, died Dec. 4, 2018. 
Rev. Bob Williams is a retired member 
of the South Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church.

A memorial service was held Dec. 17 at 
Tomoca UMC. A memorial service will be 
held in South Carolina at a later date.

June Brunson Willson
SUMMERVILLE—June Brunson Willson, 
former youth coordinator and associate 
director of the South Carolina Conference 
Council on Ministries, died Dec. 2, 2018.

Funeral services were held Dec. 6 at 
Bethany UMC with burial in Evergreen 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Sumter.

Memorials may be made to Bethany 
UMC, designated to Shama Women or 
Charleston Wesley Foundation, 118 W. 
Third South St., Summerville, SC 29483; 
to the Jesus Film Project, P.O. Box 628222, 
Orlando, FL 32862-8222; or to the Bible 
Broadcasting Network, P.O. Box 7300, Char-
lotte, NC 28241.

Mrs. Willson is survived by her husband, 
Joe Willson, and two sons.

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.

Ferguson

By Dan O’Mara
SUMMERVILLE—June Willson was a mentor, a friend, a 
second mom. She was a pioneer, an advocate, a shepherd. She 
cajoled, encouraged, empowered, believed, welcomed and 
loved.

And “Mrs. June” was a troublemaker.
“She created holy trouble at every turn—calling the church 

to be better and throwing open as many doors as she could 
for young people around our state,” said Johannah Myers, 
director of Christian formation at Aldersgate United Method-
ist Church, Greenville, who spent the summer of 2004 as an 
intern with Willson.

“She drew in kids from large churches and small ones, 
from big cities and rural towns, and gave them all the oppor-
tunity to lead,” Myers said. “She showed us at every turn what 
the church could be, what it could look like, and how we were 
all called to take our place at the table.”

Willson—whose ministry with the youth of the South 
Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church 
spanned four decades—died Dec. 2 after a long battle with 
a degenerative disease. She was 73. After holding youth 
positions at Bethany UMC (her home church) and Stalls-
ville UMC in Summerville, Aldersgate UMC in Greenville 
and North Charleston UMC, Willson took her passion for 
youth ministry to the conference level in 1980. She served as 
youth coordinator for the Conference Council on Ministries 
(now Connectional Ministries) from 1980 until 1993, when 
she became associate director for Youth and Age-Level Min-
istries. She retired in 2008, having served also as a congrega-
tional specialist

“June was well ahead of her time in many ways in youth 
ministry,” said Chris Lynch, the congregational specialist who 
now leads the conference’s youth ministries. “She had a great 
impact, particularly in equipping youth to be in leadership. 
June never hesitated to turn the reins of a youth event over to 
youth leadership teams—from planning through execution.

“Through that practice alone, youth in South Carolina 
began to understand what it means to be in ministry in the 
local church and beyond. Her legacy is clear; just look around 
the conference at the many leaders, within and beyond youth 
ministry, who were influenced by her ministry.”

The Rev. Kathy James, conference director of Connec-

tional Ministries, described Willson as “the face and heart of 
conference youth ministry” for decades in South Carolina.

“The fruit of her ministry is evident in the many church 
and community leaders who were shaped by her,” Rev James 
said. “Her witness to the love of Jesus Christ lives on in them, 
and I am thankful for that. What an example for us all.”

‘Shepherd’
Meredith Hawley Pysnik is among the countless young 

people—now living as faithful, fruitful adults, some in 
ordained ministry, some serving as laity—who grew up in 
United Methodist churches around South Carolina and today 
credit Willson and her ministry with changing their lives.

Meredith Hawley was “an incredibly shy and self-con-
scious teenager” attending Trinity UMC in Greenville when 
Willson entered her life and helped her learn that she had a 
voice and that she could and should use it.

“June Willson was so many things to so many people,” 
said Pysnik, who now lives with her husband and daughter in 
Durham, North Carolina. “I’ve been trying to figure out just 
what she was to me. It’s complicated and layered, but I keep 
coming back to ‘shepherd.’

“I witnessed this strong woman use her power to do all the 
good she could, by all the means she could, in all the ways she 
could, in all the places she could, at all the times she could, to 
all the people she could, as long as she ever could.

“In June, I witnessed a woman who loved and cared so 
deeply, and who always fought for those who need an advo-
cate.”

Willson’s influence has played a role in many aspects of 
Pysnik’s life, but never more so than last year, when she and 
her husband learned that the baby they were expecting would 
be born with Down syndrome and significant heart defects.

“Steve and I decided not long after this that our little 
girl needed to be named after strong, brave, compassionate 
women,” Pysnik said. “Her first name would be Cora, after 
my paternal great-grandmother, a true spitfire. And for her 
middle name, we chose June.

“Our Cora June faces challenges so bravely and has 
brought an overwhelming amount of light and love into our 
lives. Every day she teaches me what it means to be truly 
vulnerable and that I am stronger than I ever imagined.

“She is the greatest blessing in my life, and will forever be a 
reminder of her beautiful, loving, resilient namesake.”

‘Encouraging others’
Skyler Nimmons was an active youth at Trinity UMC in 

Orangeburg when his life was first touched by June Willson. 
As youth leaders on the local church and conference levels, 
he and others experienced Willson’s ministry up-close and in 
real time—whether it was traveling to events across the state 
and region in her Cadillac, during retreats at Springmaid 
Beach, or just hanging out at her home.

“I can’t begin to say how many of us know ourselves and 
our faith so much more deeply because of the impact and 
influence of her wisdom, love and grace,” said Nimmons, who 
has served as communications director for the Western North 
Carolina and Indiana United Methodist conferences.

“She had a particular way of encouraging others to see 
those who were forgotten or underserved. She helped many 
of us see a world we might never have seen or known about 
because she believed in us and that we could do good.”

Nimmons recalled Willson’s “notorious” and “infectious” 
smile and laugh, as well as what he called “the antics of being 
June Willson.” But he also cherishes the time spent in conver-
sation with her, “sharing what was on our hearts about our 
joys, fears and uncertainty.”

“There are still days when I wish I could take a long trip 
with Mrs. June and ramble away with what was weighing 
on my soul,” he said, “because each time she helped me see 
things a little differently and reminded each of us that we are 
not alone.

“I am so thankful for June and the nurturing that she 
provided us and the questions that she used to help push us 
to see more in this life than what is surface.”

‘Where do you see God’
Brandon Taylor is the weekday morning anchor at WLTX, 

the CBS television affiliate in Columbia. He also has worked 
as a youth minister at First UMC in Clover and First UMC in 
Myrtle Beach. He grew up attending Wesley UMC in Co-
lumbia, and he credits much of his success in life to Willson’s 
“tremendous love, leadership and grace.”

“I was so blessed to have had her in my life as a young 
person,” said Taylor. “She always used to ask us, ‘Where do 
you see God?’ I can honestly say, without hesitation, it was 
always in her.”

‘Mrs. June’ opened doors—and her heart—for UMC youth in S.C.
June Brunson Willson, Sept 6, 1945—Dec. 2, 2018

Dear Charlotte Churched,
I again thank you for the 

privilege of taking you and Mr. 
Charlie to Broadus’s funeral the 

other week down at Nearly Gone Church. 
I have such great memories of Mr. Broa-

dus’ variety store. I’ll never forget how you 
wagged your finger in his face and told him 
to get you some clothespins good enough 
to hold wet overhauls onto the clothesline. 
Most people in the county would have no 
idea what you were talking about these days 
because they don’t know what clothespins 
are, much less what to do with them. 

For years, I have heard people say that 
the only thing growing down at Nearly 
Gone is the sandspurs in the graveyard. I 
thought it was some joke about their decline 
in membership, but the graveyard actually 
looks like a sandspur plantation. My friend 
Scott told me once that the worst thing 
that could happen to the church yardman 
was to let the road grass seed get caught in 
the stockings of the church ladies. He did 
not know anything. The sandspurs in your 
stockings were as thick as cockleburs in a 
mule’s tail. That stuff people say about old 
people bruise so easily because their skin 
is so thin, well they never saw you walk 
through Sandspur Happy Town. 

I know you are a proper and respect-
ful woman and would not turn out of the 
procession because of sandspurs in your 
stockings, but I barely made it to the grave 
and I was wearing long britches. 

I think you are some kin to Danny 
Dontgo because you and Mr. Charlie are 
kin to half the people in the county. Danny 

Dontgo is a member down at Nearly Gone 
but never attends. Maybe he has a better 
way to worship Jesus on Sunday morning 
yet he will not take his name off the mem-
bership roll. Mrs. Olive says he stays on the 
roll because he has a free graveyard plot and 
a free sanctuary to have his funeral. Mrs. 
Olive says “he’s on the roll for the hole.”

I won’t bring your name up but if you 
don’t mind, I’ll go talk to Danny. He owns a 
landscape company and his yard looks like 
the cover of a magazine. Maybe he can go 
down to the graveyard about daylight one 
day and spray the sandspurs. He’ll have to 
go early before The Church Clique that run 
(or ruin) Nearly Gone get out of the house 
and see what’s going on. 

Mr. Broadus was about the only person 
that could keep the Church Clique halfway 
in line and now he is gone. Mrs. Ruth is still 
there but she doesn’t get into church junk, 
she just goes there with her little arthritis 
twisted fingers and plays that piano to praise 
the Lord. They had charge conference the 
other week, and Mrs. Ruth said they ought 
to change the name of that meeting because 
the only time there’s anything charged in 
that conference is when someone wants to 
change something. Mrs. Ruth told me once 
that if someone showed up at Nearly Gone 
with a new anvil, the Church Clique would 
beat the anvil apart with toothpicks just 
because the anvil is something new. 

I’ll talk to Danny on Saturday and see 
you Sunday.

Reynolds is a local pastor not currently 
appointed. To reach him by email: reflector. 
ihg@att.net.

The Plank: A satire
by Phil Reynolds

Stockings and sandspurs

Communications within the church 
have surely changed since I 
entered the pastorate in 1979. The 
small churches I pastored were 

in a textile mill village in upper Greenville 
County in South Carolina. If we wanted 
to know something, or if we needed to get 
the word out to everyone in a short period 
of time, we would go to the post office and 
tell our local postmaster. She knew every-
one and had been blessed by God with an 
unquenchable thirst for gossip. We had 
telephone, telegraph and go-and-tell-Mary.

My, how things have changed! Every 
church with a progressive soul in it now has 
its own website and Facebook page. Church 
email lists are used to communicate every-
thing from a death in the church family to 
the menu for the Wednesday night dinner. 
The revenue of the postal service has greatly 
diminished in the last 10 years as email has 
replaced what we lovingly call snail mail. I 
have a “smart” phone that delivers emails 
messages to me wherever I am. Personally, 
I always thought if the phone was really a 
smartphone it would call out to me when-
ever I left it somewhere and couldn’t find it.

Not only has the mail service taken a 
hit, the number of phone calls made to and 
from the pastor has declined since we all 
learned to text. Texting is sometimes much 
more effective than a phone call or a face-
to-face conversation. For one thing, it makes 
the conversation much shorter. You can 
put your thoughts into a sentence or two 
and fire them off in a text without having to 
pretend to listen to what the other person 
is trying to say. It is so annoying having to 
wait for the other person to shut up so you 
can say something intelligent.

I must admit, the autocorrect feature on 
my phone has caused me to send out a text 
or two that did not accurately communicate 

what it was I was trying to say. Proof read-
ing has never been my specialty. However, 
for my money, I send a text every time I can.

You can send text messages from the 
golf course or from your fishing boat on 
the lake. I have seen choir members texting 
during a church service, right out there 
in front of God and everybody. My youth 
minister sends out all of her correspondence 
to her youth through text messages. I have 
even sent a text message to my wife who was 
sitting across the table from me at a potluck 
supper: “Don’t eat the potato salad. I found 
a hair in mine!”

Now they have taken texting a step 
beyond with something called Twitter. I do 
not twit. I don’t know how to twit. What can 
a twit do that a text can’t? Why is it every 
time I finally latch on to a craze and become 
cool with it, someone comes out with some-
thing new? Perhaps it is a vast rightwing 
conspiracy to disrupt the communications 
in our country.

I read recently where a college football 
quarterback tweeted that the opposing 
team’s defense was not really that good. He 
took a beating, and his team lost big the 
next week. According to the reports, after 
getting pummeled by a 276-pound defensive 
tackle, the tackler told him to stop tweet-
ing! That’s reason enough for me to stick to 
texting.

I foresee the day when everyone in the 
congregation will have a smartphone in 
their hand. The minister will text his mes-
sage a paragraph at a time to his flock each 
Sunday, while probably sitting on the deck 
of a lake house somewhere sipping on a 
glass of sweet Southern ice tea and watching 
Sportscenter on his television.

In this case, give me that new-time 
religion.

Strong pastors Trinity UMC, Conway.

Guest Commentary
by Dr. Kim Strong

Texting for Jesus

By Charlie Schuler
I encourage people to be sensitive to the 

times in their life when they feel closest to 
Christ. So many people are actually blessed 
by those and never really understand any-
thing special happened.

For me, it was Nov. 5, 2018. My wife and 
I joined the Little River Mission Team as 
they went to Walterboro to visit the Veterans 
Home. It was a wonderful experience, and 
the team did an excellent job of meeting and 
greeting as many veterans as they could. 
There were singing and awarding gifts, goody 
bags and T-shirts. It was a happy and festive 
affair. As our team was delivering the awards, 
a veteran’s number was called and I delivered 
a T-shirt to a man I will call Mr. Tom G. 

I congratulated Mr. Tom G, and he saw 
my nametag said Little River UMC. He was 
very appreciative and said he had lived in 
Little River. As he talked, it amazed me by 
the similar backgrounds we shared. He and 
his wife were sailors and he had a 41-foot 
C&C sloop; we had a 42’ Tayana. We both 
had lived aboard three or four years and had 
cruised thousands of miles. And we both 
became Christians later in life. (I also had 
survived a brain bleed.) Needless to say, he 
had my attention.

Then he started sharing his special story. 
He and his wife left the United States to sail 
around the world. They were harbor-hopping 
and got down into a remote area of Mexico 
and dropped their anchor. The cruising 
world is a small world and you get to know 
the other boats easily. They met two guys 
from Canada and found they were doctors 
taking an extended vacation. 

After a bit, Tom collapsed in his cockpit. 
His wife had no idea what happened, but she 

was able to get the two Canadian doctors 
come and look at Tom. They knew he was in 
trouble, and they contacted the dockmaster 
for assistance. 

The dockmaster took his boat out and 
brought them all back to shore. There was a 
small emergency facility on shore, but it was 
very rustic. They diagnosed the problem as a 
possible brain bleed. The Canadian doctors 
said that was beyond what they could do. It 
looked like Tom was doomed to die. 

But one of the nurses thought she remem-
bered a young sailor who’d recently passed 
by, saying he had just graduated from neurol-
ogy school. They tried to find him by radio 
and discuss the situation about Tom. They 
located him, and he volunteered to try and 
help—with the warning that Tom would be 
his first patient.

The dockmaster went and got the young 
doctor and brought him back, where he per-
formed the operation with primitive tools.

There is more to the story, but I think you 
must realize that if Christ wasn’t there, Tom 
would not be here today. 

Tom says the lesson he learned is that God 
loves everyone—yes, everyone. And it is easy 
to see God in action. 

One final point: Tom said that a long time 
ago someone gave him a small hand-carved 
wooden cross that he loved. He wished he 
had one now that he could wear on his neck. 
As I walked back to our group to see if any-
one could remember the name of the person 
who made them, one of our group had one in 
her hand. Thank you, Lord. 

I took it back to Tom, and it was a blessed 
day for him. To God be the glory.

Schuler is part of the Little River UMC 
Mission Team.

My closest to Christ: A reflection

Here are the top 10 DVD resources 
used in 2018:

1. The Call: The Life and Message of the 
Apostle Paul

2. Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater 
Than We Imagine

3. John: The Gospel of Light and Life
4. Half Truths: God Helps Those Who 

Help Themselves and Other Things 
the Bible Doesn’t Say

5. 24 Hours That Changed the World
6. Anxious for Nothing: Finding Calm in 

a Chaotic World 
7. What Does It Mean To Be United 

Methodist?
8. Confirm Your Faith. Your Commit-

ment. God’s Call.
9. Unafraid: Living with Courage and 

Hope in Uncertain Times
10. If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve 

Got to Get Out of the Boat

The South Carolina Conference UMC 
Resource Center is your connection to 
VHS tapes, DVDs and seasonal musicals. 
We are here to serve your church family. 
To reserve resources, call 888-678-6272 or 
803-786-9486, or visit www.umcsc.org/
resourcecenter.

Resource Center
by Betty Stalnaker

Top 10 DVD resources in 2018
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Make 2019 the year you begin
your worry-free retirement

in an Asbury Village Patio Home.

I like living in a Patio 
Home because ...
It gives me the freedom that I need 
to go and do as I please! 
 
It’s convenient! 
 
It’s fun to live here free
of obligations.
 
I can live my life without having to 
keep up with the cleaning
and yardwork.
 
It’s just like being on vacation every day
of your life!
 
We get to live independently but we
have the security of living at a place like 
The Manor where there’s always
someone around if we need them.
 
I can cook in my house if I want or
I can visit the dining venues to 
let The Manor cook for me!

– Residents of Asbury Village
 Patio Homes at The Manor

Call or visit us online today to schedule your personal tour.

www.themanorseniorliving.com

Leave A Legacy To Change Lives

The South Carolina United Methodist Foundation
P. O. Box 5087, Columbia, SC 29250-5087

scumf@bellsouth.net

Lurking in the back of my mind, 
accompanying me through daily ac-
tivities, have been three issues. They 
haven’t prevented me from func-

tioning in a “normal” manner (Bob might 
disagree), nor prevented me from enjoying 
life, but they float into my consciousness like 
a message on the window of an eight ball 
when I am not expecting them.

Paramount of these concerns is writ-
ing. Experiencing, observing, reflecting on 
life and bringing it all together in a story, 
vignette or short essay is a mindful challenge 
and sometimes difficult. But I love it. Author 
and syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts has 
commented, “Writing is not fun. Having 
written is.” And that seems to express my 
philosophy. Sharing my observations and 
reflections with others with the intention of 
enriching their lives has been meaningful to 
me. I hope it pleases God, too, as I believe 
that any writing abilities and insights I may 
have have come from God.

The second concern, walking hand-in-
hand with the first, is the acknowledgment 
that writing is essentially a synthesis of many 
things. As such, it takes time, and it takes as 
long as it takes. There is no scheduling. Some 
days words come easily and writing flows. 
On others, words get jumbled, point of view 
baffles and I struggle.

The flip side of the time factor is obvious. 
If I’m writing, I’m not doing other things. 
When opportunities for worthwhile hands-
on activities arise, I carefully weigh my in-
volvement against the time-drain it will have 
on my writing. I ask myself is my writing 
that important? Is this what God intended?

Hovering over these two concerns was my 
desire, once again feeling nudged by God, 
to contribute to the support of a portable 
water filtration method for the Maasai Mara 

people of Tanzania. A porous clay water filter 
(made locally in Tanzania) and a five-gallon 
bucket like those available at Home Depot 
can provide a village with 99.9 percent 
microbial-free water for five years at a cost of 
only $40. I wanted to be a part of this effort, 
but how?

And it was then that my serendipitous 
encounter with God occurred.

I had a few unsold copies of my books, 
“Wrinkles in Paradise” and “More Wrinkles 
in Paradise,” and decided to participate in 
the Fall Festival at church deciding to sell 
my remaining books and to donate all of the 
proceeds to the Safe Water Filter Project. 

Many commented as they purchased 
books that they were glad I was doing this. 
“What?” I asked, and they replied, “Support-
ing the water filters.” 

I’m not certain connecting the water 
filters to the sale of my book is what spiked 
my sales, but I sold more at the festival than 
on any previous one-day total and all but five 
books. I was thrilled.

Over the next few weeks, the lurking 
issues tentacling through my thoughts—us-
ing my writing skills to God’s benefit, not 
participating more fully in hands-on mission 
projects and continuing support for pure 
water in Tanzania—were brought together. 
Connecting my book sales directly to the 
water filters seemed to be the glue needed to 
pull all my issues together.

I’m eager to begin new books in the 
“Wrinkles” series. Now I feel confident to 
write and to evaluate carefully other time 
commitments—and, of course, to sell.

It was a serendipitous encounter. Others 
might call it answered prayer.  

Member of Church of the Palms UMC, 
Bluffton, Lane can be reached at thelanes@
hargray.com.

        Wrinkles in Paradise
by Wanda Lane

A serendipitous endeavor

By Ayinde Moir Waring
In this day of billion-dollar superhero 

movies depicting larger-than-life char-
acters with superhuman abilities, many 
have become accustomed to believing that 
heroes only wear capes or ride around in 
souped-up vehicles. Nowadays, it seems 
that heroes are only defined as those who 
have exhibited superpowers and come from 
other worlds.

On Oct. 21, New Francis Brown United 
Methodist Church, under the direction of 
its Unsung Heroes Planning Committee, 
honored 19 of its members whose names 
won’t appear in the latest blockbuster 
film or comic magazine. This humble and 
unassuming group of men and women was 
recognized for their tireless commitment to 
the church and their “unselfish sacrifices” 
over the years.

“The Unsung Heroes Program gave 
the church an opportunity to honor and 
recognize members who have reached the 
golden age of 80 and above,” said Commit-
tee Co-Chair Dorothy Pompey. “They have 
sacrificed within the church, have given un-
selfishly of themselves and have positively 
touched the lives of others.” 

Co-Chair Alice Nelson added, “This 
event was essential because of the loyalty 
and hard work of each of these honorees 
that has helped the church be what it is 
today. … We need to celebrate them and 
show that they are appreciated.” 

Pompey and Nelson said these humble 
individuals deserved all the praise and 
recognition that they received.

The Unsung Heroes Banquet took place 

at the International Longshoremen Hall in 
Charleston on a cool fall evening, but the 
warmth and love inside was infectious. The 
evening began with a parade of the unsung 
heroes as each honoree was introduced and 
escorted to their assigned seating with a 
standing ovation that was befitting of their 
achievements. 

Oscar Rivers and Company filled the 
room with soulful, heartfelt jazz melodies 
and instrumentals, while dinner was served 
by Bertha’s Kitchen.

The keynote speaker was Charleston’s 
State Sen. Marlon Kimpson (D-42) who 
spoke on the importance of recognizing 
and paying homage to those who have 
come before us and thanking them for be-
ing “bridge builders” to our future success.

Following Kimpson’s words, the unsung 
heroes had their biographies read aloud. 
It was evident early on that many of the 
unsung heroes played a vital role in the 
combining of St. Jude UMC and Francis 
Brown to form New Francis Brown UMC. 

Many of the honorees spoke fondly of 
that day in the December 1976 when the 
entire congregation marched from the old 
church location to the church’s current 
home in North Charleston. 

“It was just inspiring to read and hear all 
of the things that our members have done,” 
said a younger audience member. 

 “We are appreciative of your commit-
ment to serving God at New Francis Brown 
United Methodist Church,” the Rev. Morris 
Waymer Jr., pastor, said in closing remarks. 
“We are blessed for your willingness to 
serve God’s people outside of the church.” 

The 2018 “Unsung Heroes” of New Francis Brown include (in front) Laura Burton, Leola 
Bennett, Bernice Smalls, Ethel Scipio and Mary Lee, and in back, Nathaniel Dukes, 
Beatrice Myers Givens, Ethel Pinckney Marshall, Dr. Evelyn Louise Foster-Coakley and 
Peter H. Palmer. Not Pictured: Maple Ford, Frances Dorothy Frazier, Mary Drayton Glover, 
Sadie Mae King, Willie Mae Lee, Johanna Martin-Carrington, Samuel W. Snipe, Parthenia 
Snowden and Rosalee Witherspoon.

New Francis Brown honors its ‘unsung heroes’

Recognizing the pillars
of our church family



December 
Dec. 29-Jan. 1—2019 Winter Youth Re-

treats, Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://
lakejunaluska.com/winteryouth

Dec. 30—“Let’s Reconnect” Piano Con-
cert by Jim Hendricks, Gilbert UMC, 
Gilbert, 4 p.m.

Dec. 31—Watch Night

Dec. 31—New Year’s Eve

January 
Jan. 1—Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus

Jan. 1—New Year’s Day, UMCtr. closed

Jan. 6—Epiphany of the Lord

Jan. 11—Human Trafficking Awareness  
Day

Jan. 11-13—Youth Basketball Tournament, 
Hartsville District. http://scmyp.org/
scmyp-basketball-tournament- 
registration/

Jan. 12—SC ERT Quarterly Training Event, 
New Beginnings UMC, Boiling Springs

Jan. 12—Orangeburg UMW District Officers 
Training, New Covenant UMC, Bow-
man, 8 a.m.

Jan. 13—Baptism of the Lord

Jan. 15—Last day to pay Apportionments

Jan. 18-21—2019 Winter Youth Retreats, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://lakejuna 
luska.com/winteryouth

Jan. 18-25—Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity

Jan. 19—“Facing Hardships with God” 
women’s conference, New Beginnings 
UMC, Boiling Springs, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
http://www.newbeginingsumc.org

Jan. 20—Human Relations Day (offering)

Jan. 21—The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
Birthday Observance, UMCtr. closed

Jan. 25—“Navigating Stewardship: Setting 
Sail on a Mission” symposium, Luther-
an Theological Southern Seminary, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. http://lr.edu/ltssevents.

Jan. 25-27—2019 Winter Youth Retreats, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://lakeju-
naluska.com/winteryouth

Jan. 25-27—Revolution 2019, Township 
Auditorium, Columbia. http://scmyp.
org/revolution-registration/

Jan. 27—Ecumenical Sunday

Jan. 28—UMCSC Credit Union Annual 
Meeting, Epworth Children’s Home, 

Columbia, 1 p.m.

Jan. 29-31—Adult Spiritual Life Retreat, 
Landmark Resort, Myrtle Beach.

Jan. 31—Mini-Gathering: A Festival of Food 
and Fun, Lutheran Theological South-
ern Seminary, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Jan. 31-Feb. 2—Granville Hicks Lecture 
Series, Claflin University, Orangeburg.

February 
Black History Month

Feb. 1-3—UMW Leadership Development 
Days, Tempe, Ariz.

Feb. 8-10—2019 Winter Youth Retreats, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://lakeju-
naluska.com/winteryouth

Feb. 9—“We’ve Come This Far By Faith” 

Black History Month program, Mount 
Nebo UMC, Orangeburg, 2:30 p.m.

Feb. 10—Boy Scout (Scouting Ministries) 
Sunday

Feb. 12—UMW Legislative Advocacy Day, 
Epworth Children’s Home, Columbia, 
9 a.m.

Feb. 15-18—2019 Winter Youth Retreats, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C., http://lake 
junaluska.com/winteryouth

Feb. 16—Men N Ministry Spiritual Retreat, 
Mount Horeb UMC, Lexington.

Feb. 16—Connectional Ministries, Trenholm 
Road UMC, Columbia, 10 a.m.

Feb. 18—Presidents Day

Feb. 19-21—Transitional/Intentional Interim 
Ministry: Phase III, Lake Junaluska, 
N.C., http://lakejunaluska.com/interim.
aspx
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Here’s my card
South Carolina Methodist

Conference Credit Union

 4901 Colonial Drive

Auto Loans • Personal Loans •

Church Loans

http://www.scmccu.org

P.O. Box 11335

Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 691-0037

(803) 691-0201 (fax)

(800) 532-8814

Rex Wilson, President • Harry Metz, Jr. 

Bob Silva • Rod Spangler

Here are Christian or Christian-run
businesses seeking your patronage.

Want to advertise your
business in this section?

Cost is $30/card.
Email advocatesales@umcsc.org

or call Toni at 843-408-7879.

Embracing Your Beauty Salon5101 Ashley Phosphate Road, Suite 144North Charleston, SC 29418Call for an appointment:(843) 737-1961
Owner: Tanesha HeywardStylists: Tanesha and Morgan

Classified Advertisements

To place your ad, contact Allison today
at 888-678-6272 or atrussell@umcsc.org.

Classifed ads start at $19 per inch tall.
Website ads are also available

(www.advocatesc.org).

Deadlines are the 10th of the month
for the following month’s paper.

Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

Free eStImateS

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

management

NEW

Church Furnishings Church Furnishings

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Don’t miss an issue (and help us save money):
Let us know your new address when you move!

Jan. 6
Walk in Love
Devotional Reading: John 15:12-17
Background Scripture: 2 Thessalonian 

2:13-35; 2 John 4-11 
Key Verse: 2 John 6, “This is love: that we 

walk in obedience to his commands. 
As you have heard from the begin-
ning, his command is that you walk 
in love.”

What is the greatest challenge we face 
today? Is it rampart immorality? Is it the 
despair of poverty and economic inequality? 
Is it drugs, gun violence or bullying? These 
issues and many others present daily chal-
lenges. However, I agree with both authors 
of today’s Scriptures, Paul and John, that 
false teachings of the Gospel can change 
the intended trajectory of the church and 
threaten its existence.

Since the early days of the church, false 
teachings have had many faces, some more 
dangerous than others. Some teachings use 
language Christians already know in order 
to give their teaching a familiar sound. Then 
once they get your attention, they add their 
own twisted brand of thinking. Just like Paul 
and John, I am not talking about differences 
in worship styles or worship practices; but 
rather teachings that deny the very fabric 
of who Jesus is. The suffering love of Jesus 
Christ is the foundation of our faith, and if 
we try to dumb down that message, then the 
entire basis of the Christian message would 
be lost.

Each era of church life has problems with 
false teachers. From the writers of these 
Scriptures, we are encouraged to live lives 
of love, but to also be on guard against, and 
reject, the false teachers. God wants us to be 
obedient to the command he gave from the 
very beginning, “That we walk in love.” God 
wants us to model Jesus by walking in love 
and in the truth. God through Jesus Christ 
is the way and the truth and the life. Loving 
Jesus, loving truth and loving one another 
go together!

Let’s pray that the true message of the 
Lord spreads rapidly and brings honor and 
glory to God. If we stray from the teachings 
of the Bible regarding the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, we cross a line that sepa-
rates us from God’s truth. That is why it is 
so important in any church to have leaders 
who are trained in doctrine. They are the 
gatekeepers of the congregation. They can-
not ignore this responsibility. 

Let’s begin the year 2019 by helping our 
fellow Christians understand the teachings 
of Jesus more accurately.

Jan. 13
Submit to God 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 3:27-35
Background Scripture: James 4:1-10
Key Verses: James 4:8, “Come near to God 

and he will come near to you. Wash 
your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded.”

James begins this section of Scripture 
with tough language, noting the internal 
disputes and quarrels within churches. 
Rather than merely forbidding the disputes, 
James points to the root causes. He claims 
these troubles stem from desires that battle 
within people. Still today, church disputes 
often result from personal, individual battles 
of the heart.

James described several types of internal 
conflicts, which include a lack of genuine 
prayers, envy and jealousy, and pride. He 
went on to explain that our payers must 
be aligned with the will of God. God did 
not create us to be driven by envy. We are 
vessels of grace, not pride. As a beginning 
point, we must choose between friendship 
with the world and friendship with God. We 
cannot have both! James is not asking us to 
separate from the world, but to place our 
loyalty and commitment to God.

We should not be at war with fellow 
church members. Instead, we must be at 
war with the pride in our own souls. This is 
interesting, considering that from an early 
age we are told that pride is an essential 
element to making things better. We should 
have school pride, community pride and 
personal pride. 

However, in the Bible, pride is often seen 
as a destructive personal trait, something to 
be avoided. What the Bible means by pride 
(when seen negatively) is similar to what 
James is speaking about in this Scripture 
when he says pride is warped self-love. 

God does not call us to hate ourselves, 
but our sense of self-worth has limits. The 
major way of putting our pride in check is to 
submit to God. Submission is the opposite 
of pride. Pride is self-exalting. Submission is 
self-lowering, self-yielding, self-denying. 

At the November meeting of the Colum-
bia District Local Pastors Mentoring Group, 
our congregational specialist facilitated a 
session on conflict resolution. One of the 
indicators she gave was to “be soft on people 
and hard on the issues.” 

In Verse 6b, James says, “God opposes 
the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 
Our job is humility; God’s job is lifting up! 

What lessons of humility will serve you 
best in this New Year?

Jan. 20
Rejoice in All Circumstances
Devotional Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-19
Background Scripture: Philippians 1:12-21
Key Verses: Philippians 1:12, “Now I want 

you to know, brothers and sisters, that 
what has happened to me has actually 
served to advance the Gospel.”

Why are some people able to express 
joy in every circumstance, even the pain-
ful ones? According to Paul, our faith in 
God determines how we navigate difficult 
times. Paul’s letter to the Philippians is an 
expression of great faith. He wrote during 
a time of fierce battle where Philippi was 
established as a Roman colony. For these 
Christians, those circumstances triggered a 
crisis of faith.

Paul was most likely spreading the Gos-
pel from a jail cell. His faith in God was the 
anchor that gave him the strength of spirit 
that many people of his day and of our day 
could not comprehend. It was because of 
Paul’s experience of God’s faithfulness that 
he could have joy in Christ while in the 
midst of difficult circumstances.

God’s grace sometimes comes in the 
removal of the problem. At other times, 
God strengthens us to endure our trial. 
While a prisoner of the Roman Empire, Paul 
preached that arrest is shameful, impris-
onment is shameful, trial is shameful and 
execution is the supreme shame. 

Even though these were Paul’s circum-
stances, he could not be made ashamed. His 
view of shame and honor has been trans-
formed by Jesus’s willingness to accept the 
same shame that Paul faced: arrest, trial and 
execution. And the same God who vindicat-
ed Jesus and granted him triumph will also 
vindicate Paul, the Philippians, and us!

Paul was bold in his faithful proclama-
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You and 
I must also be bold in word and deed as we 
live out our faith during all circumstances. 
So as you begin this New Year, ask yourself, 
“How can I express persistent joy in Christ 
through my present circumstances?” 

When we join Paul in rejoicing in every 
situation, we become people of hope. I’m 
talking about the kind of hope my colleague 
and friend W.H. speaks of when he says we 
must use our “God-shaped imagination” 
to live a faith-filled life. I’m talking about 
the kind of hope and unspeakable joy that 
comes from freely giving life and joy to 
others. 

Even in the bleakest circumstances, God 
provides a means for us to glorify Christ 
through serving others.

Jan. 27
Imitate Christ
Devotional Reading: Psalm 119:65-72
Background Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11
Key Verse: Philippians 2:3, “In humility 

value others above yourselves.”

“If ” is the title of a poem written by Eng-
lishman Rudyard Kipling in 1910 as a rule 
of life for his son. I do not know if Kipling 
was a man of God. However, I believe he 
must have been a reader of Paul’s letter to the 
church at Philippi, specifically Philippians 
2:6-11. This text is poetic in form with lines 
of parallel structure that build to a climax. In 
this passage Paul admonishes us to embrace 
a rule of life that imitates Christ’s humility.

The first few verses read: “If you have 
any encouragement from being united 
with Christ, if any comfort from his love, 
if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any 
tenderness and compassion, then make my 
joy complete by being like-minded, having 
the same love, being one in spirit and of one 
mind. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others 
above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.”

Paul begins his exhortation by remind-
ing his readers of what they have received 
as a result of Christ’s selflessness. This list of 
“ifs” is a broad category of ways God’s grace 
is experienced by those who follow Christ. 
As we imitate the humility of Christ, we are 
drawn into a relationship with each other 
where we realize that the things we all have 
in common are more important than our 
individual differences.

Our understanding of Christ must 
transform every aspect of our lives, inside 
and out. Christ was fully divine and fully 
human. In his humanity, he experienced 
everything other humans experienced, in-
cluding temptation and suffering. But unlike 
other humans who seek their own interest, 
he led a life completely characterized by 
humble service for others. He refused to use 
his divine authority for himself.

The love we receive from Christ, the 
love that comforts and encourages us, must 
dictate our action toward each other. As 
Christ loves us, we give as we have received. 
During 2019, let’s resolve to experience life 
as God designed it. Let’s renew our com-
mitment to put into action the mind of 
Christ and offer ourselves daily to be used in 
service for others to the glory of God.

Johnson is a retired elder with the South 
Carolina Conference of The United Methodist 
Church.

A new year in Christ

by the Rev. Mary L. Johnson

Photo courtesy of Billy Fallaw

Advent by candlelight
First UMC, Conway, offered free candlelight Advent concerts to the community on 
three Sundays, Dec. 2, 9 and 16. Members of Long Bay Symphony performed in the 
church’s historic gothic chapel on Main Street.

Photo courtesy of Sylvia Tomberlin

Quilts of Valor
John 15:13 says, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” In a nod to this verse, 23 Quilts of Valor were made by the United Method-
ist Women of Midland Park UMC, North Charleston, and 15 were presented to the 
church’s veteran members at a Veteran’s Day service led by the UMW. Mary Hutto 
and Beth Hairfield began this project, which required many hours of preparation by 
the women. Several Quilts of Valor were presented prior to this service, and some 
were presented at a later date. The service was followed by a luncheon for the veter-
ans and their families in the church’s family center. The pastor of the church, the Rev. 
James Hyatt, also received a quilt in honor of his service as a chaplain.

BOILING SPRINGS—Are you in-
terested in United Methodist disas-
ter response in South Carolina? An 
upcoming training to be part of South 
Carolina’s United Methodist Early 
Response Team will be held Saturday, 
Jan. 12, at New Beginnings UMC in 
Boiling Springs. 

The contact is Chuck Marshall at 
803-386-7217 or deermeadowfarm@
bellsouth.net. 

Attendees will gather at 8:30 a.m. 
for a devotion, then the ERT Basic & 
Renewal Class will be taught together 
in same classroom (basic 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and renewal 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.). 
Fees for the basic class are $40 per 
person, which includes a manual, shirt, 
cap and badge. There is a $10 fee for 
renewals.

Other classes will also be held that 
day: Chainsaw Class: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Muck Out Class: 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 
2-5 p.m. Assessment Class: 9 a.m. to 12 
p.m. and 2-5 p.m. Team Leader Class: 
2-5 p.m. In order to take these classes, 
you must have already taken the ERT 
Basic Class. 

To register, visit www.umcsc.org/
data/ertregistration.php. Everyone also 
needs to do a background check (free) 
through UMCOR at https://tinyurl.
com/umcorvv. 

New Beginnings to 
host quarterly ERT 

training Jan. 12
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