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God’s hands and feet
South Carolina ERTs responded March 4 and 6 after a tornado hit the Columbia area. Here, Kathy Beatty removes a tree limb 
as Billy Robinson and Don Beatty hook the trunk of the tree to a tractor run by homeowner Joseph Perry. See story, Page 3. 

By Jessica Brodie
GREENVILLE—South Carolina United Methodists are 
gearing up for this summer’s Annual Conference—final-
izing plans, embracing new mission initiatives, preparing for 
delegate voting and finessing legislation.

This year’s theme is “A Future with Hope: Seeking a More 

Excellent Way.” The event will be June 2-6, again at the TD 
Convention Center in Greenville.

This year’s conference is a day longer than normal as this is 
also the year clergy and laity will vote on which delegates will 
represent South Carolina at the 2020 General and Jurisdic-
tional conferences. 

“Friends, I am excited about our upcoming 2019 Annual 
Conference Session. Our theme, ‘A Future with Hope,’ contin-
ues our faith journey in seeking a more excellent way to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ and transform our world,” said South 
Carolina’s Resident Bishop L. Jonathan Holston. 

Annual Conference 2019: ‘A Future with Hope’ 

See “Annual Conference,” Page 15

By Jessica Brodie
Rural Mission’s longtime director Linda Dingle 

Gadson was one of the first of four African-
American females to graduate from the College of 
Charleston, and she has spent the last five decades in 
service to the rural poor. 

And now, less than a month after her beloved 
Rural Mission has closed its doors, citing a “time of 
transition,” Gadson is holding tight to faith, count-
ing her blessings—and figuring out how she and 
others can continue to support the people of the Sea 
Islands.

On Feb. 28, the 50-year-old Rural Mission an-
nounced the ministry would be entering an “indefi-
nite time of closed operations” as leaders determine 
the best way to address a sustainable future. Gadson 
has been at the helm of Rural Mission since 1972, 
most of the ministry’s existence.

“It’s not going to be the same Rural Mission,” 
Gadson said, noting she’s been in dialogue with vari-
ous leaders about a “new way” of mission to the Sea 
Islands.

‘God
has it’

Rural Mission on pause 
while new plan unfolds

By Jessica Brodie
It might be 2019, but many people in 

South Carolina still don’t understand what 
Native Americans have contributed to this 

state and this nation—or the turmoil they’ve 
been through.

“Today we still feel invisible,” said the Rev. 
Cheryl Toothe, Native American missioner 

for the South Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church. “People don’t un-
derstand what Native Americans have done.”

Many still don’t understand there are 

a growing number of Native American 
United Methodists—and that being Native 
is a heritage separate and distinct from one’s 

Native American pilgrimage to showcase unknown contributions, plight

Compiled by Jessica Brodie
The called special session of General Conference might be over, but 

much of what happened is still uncertain more than a month later. 
Here, with help from United Methodist News Service articles, as well as 

resources offered by the general church on UMC.org, the Advocate explores 
what did happen, what has happened since and what’s coming next.

Traditional Plan passes, but needs court review
United Methodists from around the world gathered in St. Louis Feb. 

23-26 to consider plans developed by the church’s Commission on a Way 
Forward and designed to help the denomination move ahead in unity 
despite theological differences regarding human sexuality. 

What happened at General Conference?
From constitutionality questions to ineligible voters and more

By Jessica Brodie
EASLEY—As mental illness, substance use disor-
ders and suicide numbers climb, some churches 
in South Carolina are stepping up to learn how 
they can help address the problem.

On March 30, Bethesda United Methodist 

Church, Easley, will host a daylong mental health 
conference to dialogue about how the church can 
play a big role in helping people.

“There Is No Health Without Mental Health: 
The Role of the Church in Addressing Mental 
Illness” is sponsored by the Anderson District 
of the UMC. The day begins with registration at 
8:30 a.m. and runs from 9 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 

“As a psychiatric-mental health clinical nurse 
specialist and faith community nurse, I was 
already aware of many needs related to depres-
sion, PTSD, sexual abuse, dementia and the full 
range of problems that fall under the umbrella of 
mental illness,” said Peggy Dulaney, conference 

Anderson District ‘No Health Without Mental Health’ to shine light
Deadline to register is March 27

See “Mental Health,” Page 14

See “General Conference,” Page 10

See “Native Pilgrimage,” Page 14

See “Rural Mission,” Page 13



Page 2, April 2019 Advocate Advocate April 2019, Page 3

Hours/Location
Open Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
S.C. United Methodist Conference 

Center
4908 Colonial Drive, Suite 207
Columbia, SC 29203
Deadlines: 10th of each month.

Contacting Us
Telephone: 888-678-6272 or 803-786-

9486
Fax: 803-735-8168
E-mail: advocate@umcsc.org

Submissions
The Advocate encourages readers to 
submit for publication items of interest 
to South Carolina United Methodists. 
There is no charge for running items 
involving activities or announcements. 
Items should be submitted as far as 
possible in advance of the event’s date 
or the date of requested publication. 
Since there is no charge for these 
items, they appear in the newspaper on 
a space-available basis. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Advertising
Display ads, classifieds and inserts can 
be ordered by contacting us at 888-
678-6272 or 803-786-9486, ext. 338, or 
advocate@umcsc.org. Deadlines are 
the 10th of each month for the following 
month’s paper.

Subscriptions
The Advocate is delivered to mailboxes 
via U.S. mail every month prior to the 
first Sunday of the month. Subscrip-
tions are $15/year for the print and 
online version, and $8/year for the 
online-only edition. Church plans are 
available for as low as $1/member 
(online version) or $10/member (print 
version with 10+ subscribers per 
church). To start your subscription, visit 
www.advocatesc. org, call with credit 
card to 888-678-6272 or 803-786-9486, 
ext. 335, or send a check to Advocate, 
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 
29203.

Photographs
Photographs can be submitted to the 
newspaper for publication. High-
resolution digital images are preferred. 
Photographs should be in focus and 
should have proper exposure. Color or 
black and white photographs are ac-
cepted. People in photographs should 
be identified with names and ages, and 
a contact person with a phone number 
should be included in the information. 

Accuracy Policy
The Advocate strives to produce error-
free news reports. When mistakes 
occur, it is our policy to correct them 
as soon as they are brought to our 
attention. To request a correction, call 
Jessica Brodie at 888-678-6272  or 
803-786-9486, ext. 338, or email jbro-
die@umcsc.org. In the event of  errors 
in advertisements, the Advocate will be 
responsible only for the space occu-
pied by the actual error. The publisher 
assumes no financial responsibility for 
omissions.

Back Issues
The Advocate maintains copies of back 
issues for sale for up to one year, as 
long as the supply lasts. When request-
ing by mail, back  copies are $2 each, 
to cover  postage and handling. To 
research or review articles published 
more than one year ago, bound copies 
of the newspaper are available for 
review at the Advocate office, Wofford 
College in Spartanburg and the South 
Caroliniana Library in Columbia.

Circle one: Dr. Mr. Miss Ms. Mrs. Rev.
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Email:  Phone: 
Church name: District: 
Pastor: 

PAYMENT:     Check made payable to the Advocate     Cash
     Charge credit card #: 
Exp.:  V-Code:
Name on card: 
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(Credit card numbers are destroyed after card is run)

Amount: __$15 New
 __$13 Renewal
 __$24 Two-years 

Please make checks payable to The Advocate 
return to 4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203

or subscribe online at AdvocateSC.org

Sign me up
for the Advocate!

By Laura McCaskill
FLORENCE—One United Methodist 

church is demonstrating how far you can go 
by working together, partnering with two ad-
ditional churches to help more children and 
provide more beds. 

Better Education Demands Sleep, or BEDS, 
a project of Central United Methodist Church, 
has made beds available to children in need for 
four years. Headed by Art Justice and with the 
help of many volunteers, Central UMC has now 
partnered with St. Luke Lutheran Church, Flor-
ence, and Johnsonville UMC, Johnsonville. 

“There were children in Florence that did 
not have their own bed to sleep in,” said Johnny 
Crouch, lifelong member of Central UMC and 
lay supply pastor at Johnsonville UMC 

Over the last four years, the BEDS proj-
ect has produced approximately 200 beds for 
children in need and spread from Florence into 
Johnsonville and other areas. 

Twice a year in December and May, vol-
unteers gather to help with the BEDS project, 
whether to build or distribute them. The pro-
cess of finishing a bed from start to finish takes 
one month.

The BEDS project not only builds wooden 
bed frames, but they also provide a mattress 
and pillow, along with a bag filled with much-
needed items. The bag includes a custom mat-
tress cover, pajamas, custom-ordered sheets, a 
pillowcase, a stuffed animal, a book and a dental 

hygiene kit. 
Last November, Johnsonville UMC was 

given the names of eight children in need by 
the local school district, and with Central’s help, 
they were able to get beds for them

“The Johnsonville community is small, but 
they’re supportive,” Crouch said. 

All though most items in the bags are 
purchased BEDS funds, the dental hygiene kits 
are provided by a local dentist office, Pee Dee 
Dental Group.

Mattresses are purchased from Serta by the 
truckload as “seconds.” Each mattress costs $50, 
and the last truckload held 16 palettes, each 
holding 14 mattresses. 

“The beauty of the BEDS project is that Cen-
tral UMC has never had to put a dime into the 
project,” Crouch said. “Once the people found 
out about it, they started giving to the project, 
and we’ve never had to ask for money.”

Lumber for the bed frames is provided by 
Charles Ingram Lumber in Florence. The lum-
ber is pre-cut so it fits together, but the wood is 
not finished. 

Then members host a Build-a-Bed day at 
Central UMC where volunteers from youth 
to 80 years old show up and finish the wood. 
Volunteers sand and smooth the wood, check 
to make sure it fits together, number the pieces 
and then bundle the beds together.

“This makes it easier for the family to put the 
bed together,” Crouch said. 

A month after Build-a-Bed day, they have 
the Bed Pick-Up Day at the churches, where 
families come to pick up their new beds.

“We like for them to see where the beds are 
coming from. We tell them about Christ and 
how Christ is involved in this project,” Crouch 
said.

If the family doesn’t have the ability to pick 
up their bed, volunteers deliver it. 

With the beds they gave out last November, 
working together, Central UMC built the beds 
and provided the mattresses, and Johnsonville 
UMC paid for the items inside the bags. The 
beds were distributed to the families right at 
Christmas. 

Forty beds were distributed in Lake City in 
December, and 10 more beds are scheduled to 
be made in the spring for Johnsonville.

 “It shows that we’re just not talking the talk, 
we’re walking the walk. It’s a highly visible min-
istry,” Crouch said. “We like for people to see we 
are out doing something. It shows how a small 
church with limited resources can team up with 
another church that has more resources and 
they can work together. That’s exactly what’s 
happened here. We won’t stop until there’s no 
more need for them.”

The next scheduled Build-a-Bed day is April 
6. The BEDS project will be on the display at 
Annual Conference on Monday, June 3, at 11 
a.m. in the exhibit area. For more information, 
contact Crouch at johnbcrouch@gmail.com.

BEDS sweeps across counties to help those in need

By Jessica Brodie
A passion for global health took a United Methodist pastor from 

South Carolina to the nation’s capitol recently, where she joined other 
faith leaders as they spoke to congressional representatives about funding 
concerns.

The Rev. Beverly CroweTipton, pastor of Zion United Methodist 
Church, Anderson, spent Feb. 12-13 in Washington, D.C., with author 
and speaker Brian McLaren, Gus Reyes with the National Hispanic 
Christian Leadership Conference and Dr. Robert Record, of Christ 
Health in Birmingham, each of them deep advocates for health.

The four, along with others, met with six to nine representatives apiece 
to ask them to continue to fund The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria at its current level or higher.    

The Global Fund invests $4 billion each year to support programs to 
end AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as epidemics. The United Methodist 
Church has been a partner with the Global Fund since 2010 through the 
UMC’s Imagine No Malaria campaign.

“They’ve had such wonderful success—millions of lives saved since 
2002,” CroweTipton said.

This is a pivotal year for the Global Fund. Funding was sustained in 
the 2019 budget, but its replenishment budget is set every three years, so 
CroweTipton and the others asked representatives to set the Global Fund 
budget at $1.56 billion to fight each of the pandemics—HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis and malaria—so they will no longer be at epidemic levels. 

But President Donald Trump has proposed cutting global aid bud-
gets, a cut CroweTipton and other faith leaders do not support. Trump’s 
budget for 2020, announced March 11, also proposes a cut to the Global 
Fund.

Still, CroweTipton said the meetings went well. 
“It was a wonderful experience. I came away so very grateful that it 

is possible for us to have these kinds of conversations,” she said. “All of 
the offices were prepared for us, they knew we were coming, knew our 
names. They asked appropriate and inquisitive questions and gave us 
their attention.”

A broad definition of ‘neighbor’
The South Carolina pastor began developing a passion for health mis-

sions when she was very young. She grew up in a church that emphasized 
international missions, so by fourth grade she was telling her teachers she 
wanted to be a missionary one day. 

“Our faith hinges on the two commandments: love God and love our 
neighbor,” CroweTipton  said. “My definition of neighbor is broad, as I 
think Jesus’ definition was broad as well.”

She was eager to help when she learned about the UMC’s Imagine No 
Malaria campaign, and that help transitioned to helping the Global Fund 
because of its access and ability to reach people.

“In 2015, we (at the UMC) gave $9.6 million to the Global Fund spe-
cifically for their malaria work used in nine different countries,” she said. 
“In fact, we wrote the largest check from a faith-based group.”

One of the people helping to advocate for global health with 
CroweTipton is Dr. Jenny Dyer, who has been working for years on 
health issues with faith leaders through The 2030 Collaborative.

Dyer said the goal is so much more than funding.
“It’s using the practice of advocacy as well to make sure this very inte-

gral program to end malaria is fully funded,” Dyer said.
Global health is “just another example of the work we’re called as 

Christians to do in serving the poor.”
CroweTipton agreed. “John Wesley himself said there is no reli-

gion that is not social, no holiness that is not social,” CroweTipton said. 
“It is our call to live out our faith in the world working to ensure welfare 
of all God’s children so that there is peace and justice for all of us.”

CroweTipton and Dyer encourage people of faith to reach out to their 
representatives and encourage them to provide more funding than the 
president’s budget proposes.

“People can call and they can write, and let their representatives know 
they are supportive of these global health initiatives,” CroweTipton said. 
“My experience is they do listen and they do take into account the infor-
mation that comes into their offices from the people who are concerned 
enough to reach out.”

South Carolina United Methodist pastor the Rev. Beverly CroweTip-
ton (third from right) talks with Rep. Jeff Duncan and others about the 
importance of supporting The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria.

A passion for global health
 UMCSC pastor meets with congressional representatives on need for funds  

COLUMBIA—The New Generation Class 
of Shandon United Methodist Church has 
joined the Reconciling Ministries Network 
and developed a welcoming statement on 
inclusiveness. 

This relates to the recent General Confer-
ence vote. 

The welcoming statement, adopted Feb. 17, 
is: “We seek to follow the example of Jesus. We 
affirm the sacred worth of every person. We 
celebrate human difference in age, ability, eth-
nicity, gender identity and expression, marital 
and parental status, nationality, race, sexual 
orientation, socioeconomic condition and 

spiritual journey. We welcome all to join us in 
our efforts to achieve greater love, understand-
ing, mutual respect, justice and peace.”

The New Generation Class is also inviting 
adults and adult classes in their congregation 
to a presentation and conversation about the 
statement.

Shandon ‘New Generation Class’ joins Reconciling Ministries

By the Rev. Darlene Kelley
The buses pull up, and they disembark. First, the able-bod-

ied—those who can manage to step down and place their feet 
firmly on the asphalt of the parking lot—then the disabled, 
those who need a wheelchair or a walker or a ramp.

All of them soldiers, men and women who served and 
sacrificed, all of them victims of the aftermath of war. They 
represent decades of skirmish, battles with different names, 
yet virulently similar repercussions: post-traumatic stress dis-
order, head and body trauma, addiction and mental illness. 
They served and now suffer. 

But a group of Midland Valley Methodists heard their 
cries and responded with grace—and banana pudding. 

“It has to be at least 15 years,” Mary Ann Scott explained, 
but when she turned to her friends in the church for a more 
specific date, no one was certain what year they began. Suffice 
it to say it’s been in existence for awhile. 

The ministry started when Ray and Bessie Mae Chipley, 
dedicated volunteers at the Veteran’s Hospital in Augusta and 
members of Langley United Methodist Church, saw a need 
and responded. They suggested the church invite the veterans 
to dinner, and their inspired work continues even after their 
passing. 

Their son, Tim Chipley, and his wife, Evelyn, are among 
the many volunteers still serving today. They stand behind 
the long, white table, heavy laden with steaming crockpots 
and a big box of fried chicken. They have decorated the tables 
with red, white and blue flowers and arranged for a singer to 
entertain their guests. 

Church trustee Dave Puckett weaves through the tables, 
greeting the veterans with a warm smile and a cold drink. He 
carries a pitcher of tea in one hand and a water pitcher in the 
other. 

“Sweet tea?” he asks, navigating the tight spots between 
the tables gracefully despite his football player’s frame. 

“It’s great” Puckett responds when asked about his volun-
teer work at the dinners, adding, “Proud to help. It’s one of 
the best things we do.”

It is also therapeutic. Caregivers from the Mental Health 
Intensive Case Management program at the Charlie Nor-
wood VA Medical Center in Augusta need places like Langley 
UMC to help support their clients and to provide spaces in 
the area where veterans can interact and find emotional sup-
port. It is described by the Veteran’s Administration brochure 
as an “intensive community-based case management pro-
gram,” and for that you need community. 

An active member of Langley UMC, Joyce Duncanson 
helps provide that community. She works as the liaison 
between the church and the Veteran’s Medical Center. She 
makes the calls and keeps the quarterly dates straight, and 
faithfully reminds the church of their connection with the 
veterans. Duncanson also organizes the Young at Hearts 

Club, so she understands the value of fellowship and how 
important it is for people to stay connected to one another. 

She is busy in the kitchen on the day of the dinner, but she 
is smiling. Sitting around the table together, listening to the 
music and enjoying the food and the fellowship, being treated 
with kindness and respect, “It’s what we all need” Duncanson 
confirms.

Yet, sadly, many of the veterans suffered in isolation until 
they found their way to the program. The Mental Health 
Intensive Case Management program works hard to keep its 
clients engaged with others. 

Licensed practical nurse and social work associate Aileen 
Blanchard is one of the caregivers accompanying the veterans 
on the bus to Langley. She shares her appreciation for the 
church’s involvement in the program, explaining that one of 
their goals is to get the veterans out into the community at 
least twice a week. 

She describes her work with the 75 veterans currently 
enrolled, noting the MHICM program assists with a number 
of issues and services, including visits by social workers and 
nurses, crisis prevention and intervention, therapy and advo-
cacy, medication management, assistance with housing and 
transportation—all with the goal of helping veterans achieve 
better mental health and social stability. 

In order to meet the requirements for participation in the 
program, the veterans must be stable medically and psychiat-
rically. However, all have suffered from serious mental illness 
and all have either experienced three or more acute admis-
sions to the psychiatric hospital or have presented 30 or more 
VA psychiatric hospital days during the past year. A brochure 
about the program explains the veterans suffer from a range 

of mental health issues including schizophrenia, schizoaffec-
tive disorder, bipolar disorder and major depression. 

A group of veterans linger outside the bus to smoke 
cigarettes, while others wait to get the assistance they need 
to navigate the journey across the parking lot to the church. 
Watching them file into the fellowship hall, it is not hard to 
believe they have suffered and that some suffer still. 

Finally, the buses empty and the tables fill. Veterans re-
move their hats and bow their heads, and the ones who wish 
to participate say grace. Table by table, they move toward the 
crockpots and hold out their plates, ready for the lima beans 
and the coleslaw and the chicken, and for a moment it is all 
about the food, homemade by the faithful every four months. 

Claire Week’s famous chocolate pie sits next to the bowls 
of banana pudding on the desert table, and a veteran who 
remembers the pie from his last visit asks her to save him a 
piece. She chuckles and goes one step farther, carrying a slice 
of her pie to his seat at the table. 

When most of the eating is finished and the singer’s last 
note fades, church members thank the veterans for visiting 
them once again, and the veterans respond in kind. 

“Thank you” says an aging soldier in a wheelchair and a 
Vietnam Veteran’s cap. “Thank you guys a whole lot.” 

He smiles wide, and everyone feels the grace.

Chicken, lima beans and love: Langley UMC feeds veterans

The ministry started when Ray and Bessie Mae Chipley, 
dedicated volunteers at the Veteran’s Hospital in Augusta 
and members of Langley UMC, saw a need and responded. 
They suggested the church invite the veterans to dinner, 
and their inspired work continues even after their passing. 

Table by table, they move toward the crockpots and hold out 
their plates, ready for the lima beans and the coleslaw and 
the chicken.

By Billy Robinson
COLUMBIA—South Carolina United Meth-
odist Volunteers in Mission’s Early Response 
Team responded in the aftermath of an EF-1 
tornado that hit a neighborhood on Saluda 
River Road in March. 

On Sunday evening, March 3, an entire 
neighborhood saw just how forceful and 
damaging an EF-1 tornado could be as it 
toppled many trees, some of which were huge 
and several of those onto homes, plus one 
actually splitting a home in half.

On Saluda River Road, a huge pine tree 
not only hit a home but literally split it in two 
as it violently crashed through. A resident’s 
life was spared by inches as the massive tree 
landed on a couch, trapping him inside until 
a neighbor could clear enough debris for him 
to get out. 

Monday found him with some family 
members, plus the owner, fervently trying to 
clear away the massive debris out of his home 
so he could retrieve and salvage his belong-
ings. Debris also had to be moved off three 
vehicles that were severely damaged. 

We joined them and formed a powerful 
team through which God moved a mountain 
of debris and restored hope and warm love to 
the residents and homeowners. The overall 
team flowed well together starting with de-
bris removal off the vehicles, then access into 
the home, where all valuables and belongings 
were removed and safely stored. 

It was a beautiful sight to see such a caring 
and loving gathering of volunteer strangers 
uniting as one to help people in dire need. 

Volunteers on March 4 included myself as 
team leader, as well as Don and Kathy Beatty 
and Felix and Misty Vazquez. 

But the work was not done; several other 
homes were damaged, and many trees still 
needed to be cut to provide access and safe 
passage to homes. On Wednesday, March 6, 
ERT members returned with 14 volunteers 
and two disaster response trailers. 

The energetic crew went full-force into 
work on a cold and brisk morning being 
Jesus’s outreached hands of care and compas-
sion to three families in need. Two homes 
and a driveway were cut free of trees and de-
bris. A huge pine tree was no match for their 
compassionate will and determination. 

Two homes had received roof damage 
and were tarped. The team split to multitask 
at the three locations and came together at 
times in an assembly line of precise produc-
tion to get the task at hand completed. 

At the end of a productive day of hard 
work, the team gathered in a circle to pray 
for all the survivors and needs of everyone 
involved. The chainsaws and trailers were 
readied for future responses as each member 

was well aware that we were now in tornado 
season—and then comes hurricane season. 

ERT volunteers were myself and my wife, 
Trudy Robinson, as well as the Beattys, the 
Vazquezes, the Rev. Mike Evans, Robert 
Scott, Bill and Elaine Turner, Ed Wesson, 

Dan Dowbridge, Monica Tilley and Steve 
Yano. 

For more on the ERT and how to get 
involved: 803-539-8429 or brpraisejesus@aol.
com.

Robinson is S.C. UMVIM ERT coordinator.

ERTs respond after EF-1 tornado hits Columbia

Steve Yano nails a tarp to a tornado-dam-
aged roof. 
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I don’t know about you, but the last month has been rough. The aftermath of Gen-
eral Conference, the letters and emails I’ve received, the turmoil and tears and hate 
speech and animosity—it had me tied up in knots and heartsick over how we’d all get 
through. Part of me wanted to bury my head in the sand and binge-watch feel-good 

movies on Netflix while eating way too much dark chocolate. The other half wanted to hit 
the streets armed with every ounce of advocacy I could muster to love on all my brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

By the time production rolled around on the paper, I found myself on my knees, begging 
God for the strength and stamina to pull it all together.

And then … something beautiful happened! If you look through these pages carefully—
don’t just skim-read but really, truly pore over the contents of this month’s newspaper—
you’ll see what I mean. Look at it all! Page after page, you can see it: evidence of Jesus Christ 
fully at work through His people called Methodists. No matter what we sinful and imperfect 
human beings get wrong, God is on the move in spite of and perhaps because of us, shining 
through us in big ways and small.

We have some outstanding articles in this month’s edition! Take a look at Page 2 and 
Laura McCaskill’s piece on the BEDS ministry in Florence, which is now spanning out to 
other counties. On Page 3, the Rev. Darlene Kelley writes about how her church loves on its 
veterans in her article, “Chicken, Lima Beans and Love,” and I can’t help but be overcome by 
the humbling and powerful stories of our all-volunteer Early Response Teams, who give up 
precious time to respond after disasters (see Billy Robinson’s article on the tornado response, 
also Page 3). The Rev. Michael Walker’s “My Call to Ministry” (Page 5) hit me hard, and 
there were a whopping 13 letters to the editor spanning four pages (our brothers and sisters 
are fired up!). Jacque Godwin’s “Keep on Believing” feature on Dawn Smith Jordan’s hope 
after tragedy testimony was heartwarming, and I was thrilled to learn our very own Spartan-
burg Methodist College has gotten the nod to offer its first four-year degree this fall (Page 8). 
And you can’t tell me the Youth Special Section (Pages 16-18) wasn’t impressive. Wow! 

My friends, my heart went from down in the dumps over the strife in our denomination 
to positively soaring when God showed me, in our very own newspaper, all the wonderful 
ways He is at work no matter what happened at General Conference. 

I urge you to take a good look at these articles. Let them move you. Let them inspire you.
And then share those stories with us here at the Advocate. There is so much good we are 

doing in The United Methodist Church. Praise Jesus!

Bishop’s Corner
by Bishop L. Jonathan Holston

Prayerfully speaking
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Editorial
by Jessica Brodie

God is on the move in South Carolina
“They went to a place called Gethsemane, 

and Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while 
I pray.’ … And going a little farther, he threw 
himself on the ground and prayed … ‘Abba, 
Father, for you all things are possible; remove 
this cup from me; yet, not what I will, but 
what you will.’”—Mark 14:32,35-36

By the time you read this message, 
we will likely be walking into Je-
rusalem. A group of more than 40 
United Methodists from around 

South Carolina are making a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land. Some have been ordained 
and are making the journey for the first 
time. Yet others have been here before 
and are eager to be back in the very places 
where Jesus walked. 

One of the places that I always look for-
ward to going is Gethsemane, where there 
is time for prayer in the garden, where we 
can pray while looking up at the gates of 
Jerusalem. 

On one such pilgrimage, our group was 
joined by the miners that had been rescued 
during the 2010 Chilean mining accident. 
We were there beside these people of faith 
who had spent more than two months 
trapped underground, unsure of whether 
or not they would be rescued, yet remain-
ing hopeful and steadfast. It moved me 
to know I was sharing space with people 
from so many different walks of life, who 
brought with them so many different 
causes for celebration or concern—to be in 
this place of prayer and this place of peace. 
This time and place where all the people are 
praying. The very place where Jesus prayed, 
not for his own will, but for God’s will to be 
done.

Why do I pray? I pray so that I might 

come to know God more intimately. God 
has created us to be in fellowship and com-
munity with Him. I long to know God. I 
want to be able to discern God’s voice, to 
hear God speak to me clearly even in the 
midst of so much other noise of this world. 
And so, I spend time listening and sharing 
with the One who called us into being.

I pray.
What am I praying for? I am praying 

that God’s will might be made known to 
me. That God’s will is going to be done in 
the midst of all that we see and all that we 
do. And I am praying for the strength to 
persevere in doing God’s will and God’s 
work in mission and ministry. That’s what 
Jesus did. 

Living a life of prayer leads to living 
a life at peace. At peace with yourself. At 
peace with the world. Moving out of the 
storm. 

As we prepare for Easter, this is a time 
when we can step aside and reinforce a 
time of daily prayer. As we celebrate the 
crucifixion and resurrection of the one who 
has given us everything we need, we can 
make it a priority to live a life of prayer, 
actively seeking God’s will for our lives. 

How will fellowship with God look for 
you? How will you seek God’s will? It is said 
that each of us are the composite of the five 
people we spend the most time with. Are 
these five in your life folks who are seeking 
God’s will? Are they hopeful and steadfast 
in their faith, spurring you on to a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ? 

We need each other in this life of faith—
in seeking a more excellent way to know 
God and make God known to others, and 
to encourage one another as we persevere 
in doing God’s will. 

Correction
In the obituary for the Rev. Wayne B. Geissinger (March Advocate), we mistakenly did 

not identify his surviving sister, the Rev. Audrey Ritter, as a clergy member. She is honor-
ably located and is the wife of the Rev. Carl Ritter II, a retired member of the South Carolina 
Conference currently serving the Zion-Zoar Charge, Pageland.

We apologize for this error and strive to set the record straight.

Letters to the Editor

I am a 70-year-old, white, heterosexual 
male with a Bachelor of Science in zoology 
from Duke University and a D.D.S. degree 
from the Medical College of Virginia. I was 
confirmed into the Methodist Church in 
1963. 

During my time in the church I have 
served on many local church committees, 
chaired the administrative council, been a 
certified lay servant for over 20 years, taught 
confirmation classes for 15 years, taught 
adult Sunday school classes for over 20 years, 
preached a bunch of sermons, been a liturgist 
more times than I can count and been on the 
walk to Emmaus. 

I have been immersed in the UMC, and 
now find that my church has more than 
just feet of clay. My church has abandoned 
its basic Christian tenets and become like 
the detested Pharisees who felt the letter of 
the law was more important than the Jesus 
idea that the spirit of the law was the more 

important. 
I know that the theology cited to disen-

franchise and belittle the LGBTQ community 
is incorrect. I know that the UMC has be-
come too hierarchical and political. I cannot 
accept either the theology or the philosophy 
of the UMC issuing from the General Con-
ference regarding our LGBTQ brothers and 
sisters. Since I cannot reconcile my beliefs 
with those of the General Conference and 
I cannot in good conscience support the 
UMC by my prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness, I must, with a very heavy heart, 
divorce myself from the church that I have 
been a part of for over 50 years. 

I do hope and pray that the church which 
I have loved will find its soul again. If it does, 
then I will joyfully realign myself with it.

In Christ,
Gary W. Ayers, member

Carteret Street UMC, Beaufort

Open letter to the UMC

See “Letters,” Page 5

Polarized GC2019 
was a revelation

I have spent days wrestling with God over 
the issue of inclusion of LGBTQ people in 
“my” church. I have heard the arguments 
for and against. I have read several versions. 
After all study, my peace lies in the covenant 
of Scripture. In the end, Bill W’s challenge to 
the alcoholic rises to the surface: “God either 
is or He isn’t ... He is either everything or He 
is nothing.”

I am amazed that 820-plus clergy and lay 
Methodists from around the world could 
spend one full day in prayer before address-
ing one issue—and receive guidance from the 
Holy Spirit in so many disparate and polar-
izing directions. It has been a revelation.

What has been revealed is, while God is 
“absolute,” the work of the Holy Spirit within 
individuals of faith is not. On my faith jour-
ney, I struggle with a question, seek knowl-
edge from Scripture, listen to those who have 
studied the issue, pray, reflect, pause and seek 
the answer that calms my soul. I have come 
to realize the process of the struggle is the 
point. The process of seeking God is more 
important than the outcome. My personal 
“truth” is that which brings peace, neutral-
izes the struggle and allows me to exercise 
my free will in the way God’s will is revealed 
to me. It is seldom an absolute truth; He may 
reveal Himself in totally different ways to 
others.

What is clear is any absolute truth con-
cerning homosexuality was not revealed to 
GC2019. According to one delegate, “The 
question we are asking is: ‘Does this plan 
unite us or not?’ … We are not voting on 
whether homosexuality is a sin or not. We 
are not voting yes or no if the Bible is true.” 

It seems the majority of delegates chose to 
place the institution of the UMC above the 
UMC as an institution of Christ’s church uni-
versal. It seems the adoption of the Tradition-
al Plan has convicted one group of people of 
being guilty of one sin—and determined that 
sin to be so egregious as to justify margin-
alizing, disenfranchising and minimizing 
“those people”—relegating them to partial, 
restricted participation in His Church. 

Follow the logic: If Scripture is selectively 

used to single out one sin, and that sin is 
deemed so abhorrent as to preclude one from 
anything less than full participation in God’s 
church, then by default, grace can only be 
partially extended to “those people.” 

If Jesus’ grace is limited, then Jesus’ om-
nipotence is limited, and thus Jesus’ divinity 
is limited. If one denies Jesus’ full divinity, 
one has committed the one sin the Bible 
actually does declare as unforgivable.

I cannot cast that stone.
David Bryant, member
Bethesda UMC, Easley

Is the Traditional Plan 
really what we want?

The results of the 2019 General Confer-
ence were not a surprise, but an analysis of 
the numbers is revealing. The voting was by 
secret ballot, so we’ll never know with preci-
sion, but consider the following: The Tradi-
tional Plan carried with a slim margin—53 
percent to 47 percent (438 to 384).

Voting delegates were approximately 
60 percent U.S. and 40 percent outside the 
U.S. Of the non-U.S., over 90 percent were 
African, who were overwhelmingly for the 
Traditional Plan.

Assume 80 percent of the African del-
egates voted for the Traditional Plan. Then, 
only about 160 American delegate votes were 
needed in the 438 winning count.

That means that American delegates were 
over 70-30 against the Traditional Plan, yet 
we are stuck with it!

For the sake of international unity, are we 
letting African Methodists dictate how we 
think and worship? American and non-U.S. 
supporters of the Traditional Plan have used 
“authority of Scripture” as the basis of their 
rationale. Does this mean that Methodism is 
trending toward fundamentalism? 

I hope that as we move forward, we’ll find 
a way to stop cherry picking the Bible and 
simply recognize that it was written 2,000 
to 3,000 years ago by early Christians and 
ancient Hebrews who had a very differ-
ent worldview. A fundamental distinction 
of Methodist teaching is that we must use 
logic and reason in all matters of faith. As 
examples, women may now speak in church, 
we don’t stone to death children who disobey 
their parents, and we don’t put to death any-

one who works on Sunday.
It’s time for us to step up and show that 

we’re inclusive, loving and welcome all to our 
church. If we truly believe in open hearts, 
open minds and open doors, we’ll find a way 
to leave the Traditional Plan in the dust. Step 
one should be to immediately remove from 
the Discipline the harmful language about 
homosexuality not being compatible with 
Christian teaching. 

We should also consider letting our UMC 
brothers and sisters from outside the U.S. go 
their way, and we go ours!

Richard Cottingham, member
Clemson UMC, Clemson

The prodigal
Alan was 17 years old when his father 

and mother were in a court for getting a 
divorce before a judge in Bennettsville. The 
judge asked him to go out the courtroom. He 
waited in the hall until he heard 2 shots and 
then ran into the courtroom. His mother and 
the judge had been shot by his father. 

Alan tried to help his mother. His father 
put the gun on Alan and then said, “If you try 
to help her, I will shoot you.” Alan ran and 
kept running for years. He was dealing with 
the problem of being a coward.

Alan dealt with the problem of being a 
coward by going to joints and clubs for fights 
for years. He got cut, shot and was in many 
fights. He got married and raised a family 
during this time. He had a son who went to 
a nightclub and a club owner got in an argu-
ment with him and shot him. The case was 
tried in court and the club owner won the 
case.

Alan planned to think of a way that he 
could kill the club owner and not be held re-
sponsible. He could not come up with a way. 
So he decided that he had better change his 
ways. He went to a church and nobody spoke 
to him. He went to a second church where he 
knew the minister and the minister was the 
only one who spoke to him. 

The day I met him was when he came to 
Smyrna to church. He described that time 
as a “little fat preacher hugged me” on the 
steps and everybody else hugged him in the 
church. He said he had been warned, “If you 
mess around with Christians, they will mess 
you up.” He got messed up real good. He 
described his conversion with these words: “I 

went home, got down on my knees and gave 
my heart to Jesus.” He became everything 
that you might think of as a Christian. He 
became an every Sunday worshipper.

Alan married Judy from the church and 
described his marriage, “Only thing that I 
remember that we argued about was at which 
restaurant were we going to eat.” 

A lot of churches have invited Alan to tell 
his life story.

Rev. Farrell Cox, retired 
Pamplico 

A poem: ‘Unending Love’
Although you didn’t know me, I knew you.
I’ve seen your life unfold before me,
When you knew I existed but ignored my 

call.
Living a “God life” is challenging for all.

I saw you at a Billy Graham Crusade
Your heart was touched—new life was made.
Throughout your good years and bad
Your love for me was solid; I am glad.

Spread the Good News for me here on earth.
My love for you began at my birth.
You called me for help and I was there ...
I’ll love you forever! I’m with you anywhere.
Love, Jesus

Margaret Faulkenberry, member
Mount Holly UMC, Rock Hill

Drive-through ashes
My sister, Beverly, and I were driving 

up Two Notch Road in Columbia when 
we passed a sign in front of Rehoboth United 
Methodist Church: “Ash Wednesday Drive-
Thru, March 6, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., Imposition 
of Ashes and Prayer.” 

I insisted that Beverly turn the car around 
so we could check it out. 

When we entered Rehoboth’s driveway, 
we were welcomed by our friend, the Rev. 
Connie Barnes, pastor of Rehoboth. 

On that brisk afternoon, Rev. Barnes 
administered the imposition of ashes, as-
sisted by lay members Frank and Karen Pratt 
and Deacon Margaret Jennings Todd of the 
Episcopal Church. 

Rev. Barnes said that she issued an ecu-
menical invitation to others in the area to 

Looking back on 57 years of life, 30 of them in or-
dained ministry, I think in some ways my call began 
at conception. 

I am the great-nephew of Francis Cunningham 
and the nephew of Ben Cunningham, both ministers in this 
conference. The story that I am told is that my mother, al-
ready having two children, wanted a third child that “looked 
like her,” meaning a Cunningham.

While I do think the Cunningham lineage played a role, 
I think the example of my family and the discipling of the 
church were most significant in the development of my call. 
As long as I can remember my parents were active in our 
home church, Northside United Methodist Church in Green-
ville, and my older siblings followed suit. Both were active in 
the Junior and Senior High UMYF, serving as president of 
one or both groups at one time or another. 

By the time I came along five years later, I was elected as 
president of each group, meaning I was on the Administra-
tive Board, where I learned much from my dad and others. 
Northside also did its part to ground me in the faith from 
the time I was a toddler, through Sunday school, United 
Methodist Men (children got to attend with their fathers on 
several occasions throughout the year), basketball, scouts and 
other ministries. When I was in high school, the Rev. Charles 
Polk even told the congregation he could see me as a United 
Methodist pastor! 

All of this was lost on me at the time it was taking place. 

When I arrived on the campus of Erskine College, I largely 
forgot about church and went on my merry little way, drink-
ing and partying most weekends. Everything was going fine 
until the beginning of my junior year when I met a Baptist 
preacher’s daughter. We started dating, and she kept asking 
me to attend the Student Christian Association. 

After turning her down as many times as I thought I could 
and continue dating her, I reluctantly went to a meeting, 
where God literally spoke to me. It was while two coeds were 
doing something onstage that will forever be lost on me. I just 
remember the room going dark and a voice saying, “You do 
not have to live your life alone!” I was petrified and confused 
at the same time because I immediately knew it was the voice 
of God. 

At that moment my life began to change. I knew God had 
spoken, and when God speaks it means something. I just did 
not realize what all God had in store for me. 

This was not only my conversion call, but as I quickly 
discerned, it was also my call to ordained ministry. I was not 
happy about giving someone else control of my life goals, I 
wanted to teach biology and do research on the college level. 
When God would not leave me alone, I decided I would 
drop a required Spanish class, take a semester off and then go 
back to the seminary located on the Erskine campus. There 
I would take two Bible classes, plus the language class at the 
college. My goal was to either fail both Bible courses or at 
least find them so boring God would have mercy on me and 

back off. 
Little did I know how much I would love the two classes, 

especially the synoptic gospels. It was not long after I started 
the classes that I knew seminary was in my future. Having 
been accepted at Duke prior to finishing my coursework, that 
Spanish class stood between me and my call. The problem 
was I had to make a “B” on my Spanish final in order to 
graduate. Knowing the importance of the test, the professor 
graded my paper in the hallway while I waited. I passed. I’m 
not sure who was more surprised—the professor or me.

I visited both Emory and Duke, but the decision was made 
for me when I got out of the cab at Duke and the same voice 
said, “This is where you are going to school.” When I arrived I 
received a letter that I had been awarded a significant scholar-
ship. Having had to make a “B” on my Spanish final to gradu-
ate, I went to the financial aid office thinking there had been 
some mistake. They assured me the scholarship was mine.

As you can see, the Holy Spirit was deeply involved in my 
life at every step and juncture of my journey—guiding, shap-
ing and nurturing me for a life of service to God in Christ. I 
look forward to many more years of seeking to be a humble 
servant of our Lord, doing my part to help make disciples for 
the transformation of the world. 

My call

          How I Got My Call to Ministry
by the Rev. Michael Walker

Your call story wanted!
Call stories (how we heard or felt God calling us to 

ministry) can be powerful testimonies, as well as inspir-
ing. Sometimes they are uplifting, sometimes they are 
painful, but they are all real ways the Lord speaks to us 
today. The Advocate invites you to share your “call story.” 
We are also exploring using these stories in an upcom-
ing book. Email your story (500-1,000 words in length) to 
jbrodie@umcsc.org. If you do not have access to email, 
mail to Advocate, Attn: Call Story, 4908 Colonial Dr., 
Columbia, SC 29203. Include name, whether you are 
clergy, your church and a photograph.

LETTERS: Readers share thoughts on unity, Bible, General Conference
From Page 4

See “Letters,” Page 6
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Thank you
to the advocate’s donors in 2018
We are grateful to the following people who made a tax-deductible donation to the 

Advocate in 2018, which was our best year ever in fundraising support.
Their support helped offset the difference between conference funding,

which comprises just half our budget, and the rest. Thank you!

Learn more about supporting the Advocate
with a tax-deductible donation to our 501(c)3 nonprofit newspaper ministry:

www.advocatesc.org/donation
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assist with the imposition of ashes. 
She acknowledged that because people 

are often busy with childcare, work and other 
activities, attending the traditional evening 
service on Ash Wednesday is often challeng-
ing. She felt that the drive-through service 
would be a unique and welcome way to reach 
souls that might otherwise be unreached.

It was an effective and very convenient 
service for me. Because I was feeling ill 
that day, I did not make it to the traditional 
service at my church, Journey UMC, that 
evening. Because of the drive-through 
service, I was able to receive prayer and the 
imposition of ashes.

Rehoboth has plans to offer the drive-
through service again next year.

Delaine A. Frierson, member
Journey UMC, Columbia

Let’s not redefine sin
“This is the Word of God, for the people 

of God.” We all affirm this when the Scripture 
is read in our churches. Do we believe it? 
Well, praise God! A special General Confer-

ence gathered to discuss a requested change 
in our Discipline, and they have voted this 
down and reaffirmed the Scriptural teaching 
about homosexual “marriage” and ordina-
tion.

If you believe the Bible, there is no ques-
tion this is a sin. Romans 1 is no proof text. 
And Jesus affirmed marriage, as initiated by 
God, as between husband and wife. 

Yet a small and very vocal minority has 
been pushing for the church to abandon our 
biblical stance.

Does this mean we should oppress and 
bully homosexuals? Never! We love them and 
welcome them to the church. The Discipline 
affirms that they are persons of sacred worth.

I am Methodist by choice. More than 50 
years ago, as a young man, I studied Chris-
tian groups. Among the denominations, I 
believed the Wesleyan perspective was the 
closest to the Scripture. So I became a Meth-
odist.

I have no plans to leave my church. I was 
concerned that the church has become weak 
and would yield to this vocal minority that 
seeks to impose its will. I was grieved at the 
thought that the church might leave me.

This special session will not end this issue 

once and for all. I continue to pray that our 
church will keep true to the Scripture. 
I also pray that the unfaithful leaders of our 
church would come under deep conviction 
and repent—or that God would remove 
them. They should have been issuing a 
clarion call to stand by the Word.

The dabbling with the ways of the world, 
in clear defiance of the Scripture, has weak-
ened and divided our church. It’s my hope 
that those who have been doing this will be 
now disciplined, and that God will honor this 
decision with a fresh move of the Holy Spirit 
among us.

All of us are tempted in various ways. 
We are all sinners. But we do not come to 
the church, asking it to approve our sin, by 
redefining sin.

The daily Christian life means to “bring 
every thought into captivity” as we affirm 
that Christ is Lord.

David L. Green, member 
First UMC, Hemingway.

United Methodists vote to 
keep Book of Discipline

Thank goodness The United Method-
ist Church still believes in the sanctity of 
traditional heterosexual marriages (the kind 
which dominated U.S. lifestyles until the 
1960s) and the rules for the ordination of 
clergy.

Wouldn’t it be great if, in support of the 
#MeToo movement, Methodist Student 
Centers on college and university campuses 
throughout the United States would be places 
college students could go to be free of both 
heterosexual and homosexual sexual harass-
ment until they decided to marry? No-sex 
dating would let students relax and enjoy 
their college experience. Instead, we have 
had a million abortions or pregnant coeds 
coming home without a husband, more drug 
abuse, more suicides, a downward curve in 
longevity, a skyrocketing cost of medical 
insurance and poorly educated and cared-for 
children. We need to get our young people 
(as well as our adults) back on track! 
Common sense should prevail in our lives,

It is not our skin color nor our country of 
origin, but our choice of lifestyle that matters.

Jane Haeflinger, member
Advent UMC, Simpsonville

A disappointment
The recent vote by delegates to the Special 

Session of the General Conference in St. 
Louis was very disappointing to me. I have 
been a member of the Methodist Church all 
my life and have been proud of the work of 
the church—until now.

In my opinion the Methodist Church, 
led by factions from another continent with 
markedly different views on homosexual-
ity than most Americans, has taken a step 
away from the teachings of Jesus. It moved 
to a hypocritical position touting “open 
hearts, open minds and open doors” on the 
one hand, while on the other hand closing 
pathways to ministry to an innocent group 
of people and threatening disciplinary action 
against clergy who violate the new doctrine.

People will argue that the Bible speaks 
against homosexuality and therefore it is a 
sin. The Bible also speaks against divorce and 
against women speaking in church. Are these 
sins also, or are we cherry picking our sins? 
In listening to a panel discussion involv-
ing several Methodist ministers prior to the 
special session, the main concern seemed 
to be fear of doing anything that would be 
disruptive to the church rather than focusing 
on what Jesus might do in a similar situa-
tion. I cannot for the life of me imagine Him 
turning away a group of compassionate, 
devout and dedicated people simply because 
their genetic makeup, which came from God, 
resulted in them being homosexual.

This decision will likely result in a frag-
mentation of the Methodist Church, which 
is unfortunate. What is more unfortunate is 

that the church has voted to do something 
that is wrong and hurtful to many innocent 
people, and hence will become a place where 
many people will no longer feel comfortable 
worshiping.

My hope, before the decision is enacted, is 
that a wiser group of people will override this 
egregious decision.

Dr. Terrell Leeke, member
Simpsonville UMC, Simpsonville

On wanting to have it both 
ways

I’ve seen expressed here in the Advocate 
and in social media following General Con-
ference a sentiment that, while our denomi-
nation may have decided to strengthen anti-
LGBTQ language in the Book of Discipline, 
we need to communicate that our church still 
“loves and welcomes everyone.” 

I’d like to offer a reminder that condemn-
ing LGBTQ people and loving them are more 
or less mutually exclusive. The language 
adopted by General Conference is not just 
theological, it is designed to force LGBTQ 
clergy and allies out of the church and to 
permanently render LGBTQ families second-
class citizens in the pews. Such actions do not 
fit any definition of love I am familiar with, 
nor do they match Jesus’ definition of love as 
expressed in the Gospel. 

Loving our neighbors as ourselves I would 
hope at least requires the ability to tolerate 
our neighbor’s presence! In order for our an-
nual conference and broader church to move 
forward from these events, it will require us 
to own what we have done. What we have 
done is vote to harm and ostracize an entire 
group of people based on little more than our 
own prejudice. 

Until we have done the hard work of 
confession and repentance, expressions of 
“welcome and love” will ring hollow.

Rev. Jim Morgan, pastor of spiritual 
formation 

Clemson UMC, Clemson

‘Challenged’—the right word?
Twice in his video “Response to the Called 

General Conference” and once in his written 
response to it, Bishop Jonathan Holston uses 
the word “challenged” seemingly to refer 
to those persons who were not and are not 
pleased with the restrictive decisions made 
by this General Conference. 

Typically, the word “challenged” is used 
either euphemistically to refer to a disability 
or affliction someone suffers, or as an invita-
tion to someone to rise to a higher standard, 
or even as a questioning or undermining of 
where someone stands. 

It is unclear what the challenge to these 
persons might be: Would it be the chal-
lenge to change their minds? The challenge 
to change their orientations? The challenge 
to accept defeat? The challenge to obey the 
rules? The challenge to defer to authority? 
The challenge set aside hurt feelings? The 
challenge to think first of the institution? The 
challenge to quit causing disruption and divi-
sion? The challenge to “go along to get along” 
for Jesus?

Perhaps a better word to describe how 
this conference’s actions made these dis-
pleased, or even humiliated, persons feel 
might be words like alienated. Or excluded. 
Or wronged. Or marginalized. Or disenfran-
chised. Or delegitimized. Or abandoned. Or 
wounded. Or grieved. Or dehumanized. Or 
dismissed. Or discounted. Or estranged. Or 
derided. 

But certainly not challenged. 
However, on second thought, perhaps 

the bishop was not really directing the word 
“challenged” to the persons who “lost” but 
to those who proudly prevailed. Perhaps he 
meant that it is these victorious persons and 
groups who should now feel challenged care-
fully to review what they have done and what 
it all means. Challenged to reflect caringly 

LETTERS: On defining sin, sexual harassment and being ‘challenged’
From Page 5
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on the persons excluded rather than on the 
policies enumerated. Challenged to weigh the 
hazardous responsibility of assuming to legis-
late Christian morality for all. Challenged to 
incorporate critically what science is proving 
genetically. Challenged to ponder the mean-
ing of holding the un-Methodist-like stance 
that there is no room for disagreement. Chal-
lenged to remember the long history of how 
past circles of exclusion unjustly drawn have 
been repeatedly re-drawn by the increasing 
wisdom of new generations. 

And last, but not least, to examine the 
twin perils of assuming superior insights of 
biblical interpretation or using a cafeteria ap-
proach to interpreting and applying histori-
cally conditioned scripture. 

So if that is what the bishop meant by the 
word “challenged,” perhaps it was indeed a 
good word—perhaps exactly the right word 
for today.

Dr. Steven D. Morgan, retired
Easley

No scouting changes
Since the called session of General 

Conference has finished its work, I have had 
several questions about whether there would 
be any changes to our Scouting Ministry. The 
bottom line is the Center for Scouting Min-
istries has not changed.The United Method-
ist Church is committed to the Scouting 
Ministries because they work. We express the 
love of Christ to the world. We reach into the 
communities we have been placed in with 
care and partnership.

All Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Scouts BSA, 
Venturers, Camp Fire Clubs and Big Brother 
Big Sister Littles are at an age where sexual 
activity is not appropriate. Our partners and 
the UMC have youth protection policies 
that must be followed by all adults who are 
leaders.

• Boy Scouts of America: Churches that 
sponsor a pack, troop, crew or ship own the 
charter for that unit. When the unit com-
mittee is formed it should be formed with 
the values of the charter church. This is a 
ministry of the church. We get to know the 

adult leaders and approve them for service 
through the charter organization representa-
tive. We get to know the youth and support 
them in growing skills for life. We provide 
faith opportunities. We are in ministry with 
our youth.

• Girl Scouts of the USA: The Girl Scout 
Council is the charter organization of the 
unit, not the church. As such, when a UMC 
congregation sponsors Girl Scouts they need 
to be aware of this. An active partnership 
makes the program a ministry. Encourage-
ment and involvement to support the girls is 
ministry. Let’s work on sponsoring more.

• Camp Fire: There are Camp Fire Coun-
cils in 25 states. The Camp Fire organization 
has worked diligently to provide a systematic 
and proven program based on the highest 
level of research. “Thrive(ology)” works. The 
program opens the doors for community 
growth as well as the growth of the youth. If 
Camp Fire is near you, please be willing to 
share the opportunity.

• Big Brothers Big Sisters: This individual 
mentorship program is a great way to pour 
into a child’s life. This is not a group setting. 
It is an opportunity that does not require a 
building or structured group. Anyone can 
share time and love with a child. What a 
powerful way to help protect potential.

Each partner has a specific opportu-
nity. We must embrace the next generation 
with grace and courage. The partners offer 
a variety of ways to be in ministry to all 
youth. Find the one that fits your church 
and personal gifts. Having a trained scout-
ing coordinator in each church is so impor-
tant. They help to interpret policies or seek 
answers for the local church so that we are all 
on the same page.

I hope that this provides some clarifica-
tion about General Conference and our 
partners. There is no impact on our Scouting 
Ministries. 

Steven S. Scheid, director 
Center for Scouting Ministry, GCUMM

On moving forward
To my fellow church members both local 

and across the state: Did I miss something 
from the General Conference? 

I don’t see winners and losers, victory 
or defeat. The combined wisdom of all the 
voting delegates was for the church to move 
forward with a firm understanding of where 
the church stands on this issue.

We all know that some were locked into 
their mindset and wouldn’t be happy with 
any other direction than theirs. This was on 
both sides. But we have to remember that 
more than once the kings and other leaders 
of Israel were led from God by false proph-
ets who whispered false messages into their 
ears and also proclaimed what the people 
wanted to hear from the rooftops, and people 
believed them.

Meanwhile the true prophets were 
scoured, whipped, jailed, etc. All because 
the people refused to listen to anything that 
didn’t fit their ideals.

I’ve heard and read countless pieces on 
how we as a church have rejected a whole 
group who are now bewildered by their 
rejection from the church. What I see is that 
we have made a clear statement: no one had 
their names removed from the membership 
list, no one was denied a seat in the pews of 
our churches, no local church was told how 
they should deal with those within their 
membership who lead a different lifestyle.

What was done was to confirm that lo-
cal as well as higher-up leaders within the 
church would be called to honor those vows 

that they took when ordained into the leader-
ship of the church.

Now we come to the sticking point. Do we 
expect the leadership of our church to honor 
their vows and work within the system, or 
can they go and do as they want without 
regard to the majority?

If we are to survive as a united church, 
the General Conference took the only path 
opened to them. Now we as a church must 
reaffirm that, first, we love all God’s children 
with all their differences; second, that we as 
a church must have beliefs that unite as a 
church; and third, that we are willing to work 
within the system to welcome all who come 
to worship together while upholding the 
teaching of our Bible—all of it and not just 
select passages.

To those, I say welcome, and if you feel 
that you cannot work within the system, then 
sadly, we bid you farewell. 

If we are not united with a common 
belief, then we are not The United Methodist 
Church that we love.

Now we as a church must come together 
without finger pointing, work to unite our 
church and, if possible, to heal this rift, but if 
not, then agree to disagree. 

Those who cannot or will not join in that 
effort then we can part with blessing and pray 
for each other.

Rev. William Frank Strickland

LETTERS: Readers sound off on scouting ministry, moving forward
From Page 6

By Jacque Godwin
LEXINGTON—Despite the cold and rain, approximately100 
people came to hear Dawn Smith Jordan’s testimony at 
Mount Horeb United Methodist Church Feb. 19. 

It was only 10 miles away and 34 years earlier that Larry 
Gene Bell kidnapped Jordan’s younger sister, Sharon “Shari” 
Faye Smith, prompting South Carolina’s largest manhunt. Bell 
led police to her body June 5, 1985, five days after her kidnap-
ping; he was captured June 27 and given the death penalty. 

While still mourning her sister’s untimely death, Jordan 
pursued the dream Shari had encouraged her to follow. Jor-
dan’s poise and talent led her to become Miss South Carolina 
in 1986 and second runner-up to Miss America in 1987. She 
married Will Jordan in 1988 and had two children, Hannah 
and Ross. 

Under circumstances not of her choosing, she became a 
single mother in 1997. In 2003, after battling ovarian cancer, 
her mother, Hilda, died. Throughout each trial of her life, 
however, Jordan remained firm in her Christian faith.

“One of the great lessons I’ve learned from the loss in my 
life is that we have the choice to either focus on what we’ve 
lost, or focus on what we have left to live for,” Jordan said. 
“I just focus on what I still have left to live for and what my 
purpose is with the days that I’ve been given.”

For Jordan, that purpose is Dawn Smith Jordan Ministries, 
which began during her reign as Miss South Carolina.

“Churches knew my story because we’d been on the front 
page of the paper and on the news, so they just started asking 
me, ‘We know she’s a Christian, will she come sing in our 
church? Will she come share her story?’ My purpose state-
ment from Day 1 has always been that God would take the 
broken pieces of my life and put them together to be used for 
something good, not only in my life, but in the lives of others.’ 

As long as people ask me to come share my story and sing, I 
will.” 

With five or six events a month, Jordan spends most 
weekends speaking and singing to audiences, but it was not 
the future she imagined for herself. 

“I’m just a girl who grew up in Lexington, South Carolina,” 
Jordan said. “Who am I to have this platform? But it’s what 
God’s done in my life. I went to college to study vocal perfor-
mance to be a professional singer. Never in a million years 
did I think I would end up being a speaker, as well.”

During the hour of prayer and worship at Mount Horeb, 
Jordan told of the tragic loss of her sister, along with her own 
personal successes and hardships afterward, punctuating 
each memory with a song and Scripture verse. 

She also read a photocopy of the last will and testament 
Bell allowed her sister to write. In it, Shari asked her family 

not to let her death destroy their lives. She also promised that 
some good would come from her death. 

Jordan remarked that in Shari’s final letter, she “do(es) not 
hear fear. I hear faith.” 

She said Shari’s death “had the potential of ruining my 
family’s life. It did. It could have, but by the grace of God we 
chose not to let to allow it to. It’s only by the grace of God that 
helps us—any of us—to be able to say this will not define me. 
This will not destroy me. This is going to make me a stronger 
person and still be used for good. We all have that tendency 
to go, ‘Woe is me. This happened to me.’ That’s not all it did. 
That’s not all we are. Those are chapters in the stories of our 
lives, but if we are alive, our story is still being written, so we 
can’t just throw in the towel.”

With that purpose, Jordan focuses her energy on encour-
aging audiences through faith. Citing Philippines 3:13-14, 
Jordan explained to the Mount Horeb audience that all have 
to “press on toward the goal.”

She concluded her hour with “Keep Believing” by Tim 
Pedigo, which she re-recorded in 1990 because it was her 
mother’s favorite song, “except she always said ‘Keep On 
Believing.’”

“It’s been the favorite song all these years … because it’s 
my story, but it’s such a word of encouragement and hope 
to every single person who hears it that ‘keep believing. You 
know the Lord will see you through. You know what the Bible 
says. Take hold of it now and put feet to what you know,’” 
Jordan said. “And so it really is a challenge even to me every 
single time I sing it, to go, you know, ‘Dawn, you gotta live 
out what you’re telling people to live out.’”

Jordan’s music is available on iTunes and Amazon. For 
more about Jordan and her speaking schedule, visit www.
dawnsmithjordan.com.

Keep on believing
Dawn Smith Jordan brings tale of hope after tragedy to 100+ women in Lexington

While a slideshow plays behind her, Dawn Smith Jordan 
plays the piano and sings “Watching My Heart,” a song she 
wrote about her grown children, Hannah and Ross, leaving 
home.

See “Letters,” Page 7
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23rd Annual Blessing of the Inlet
Belin Memorial United Methodist Church

                        May 4, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
                                       The “Blessing” ceremony is at 11:30 a.m.

•	 Over	100	art	and	craft	vendors
•	 Over	22	food	vendors
•	 The	Belin	Creative	Learning	Center	
will	host	children	fun	and	games	galore

•	 Games	for	adults,	tweens,	teens

•	 A	full	day	of	outstanding	entertainment	
will	fill	the	steps	of	the	church.

•	 There	is	NO	admission	fee;	will	be	
held	rain	or	shine

Plan ahead. Come to Murrells Inlet for the day with your church 
group. Call 843-651-5099 for more information.

See Ya’ Saturday!
www.BlessingoftheInlet.com

Please	make	checks	payable	to	The Advocate return	to	4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203
or	subscribe	online	at	AdvocateSC.org

Be a friend.
You	read	the	Advocate	every	month	because	it	helps	you	understand	what’s	happening	in	
the	UMC	and	what	other	churches	are	doing	across	South	Carolina	for	Jesus.

Now,	it’s	your	turn	to	pay	it	forward.	Give	a	friend	the	same	gift	you	enjoy.	Subscribe	at	least	
one	friend	this	spring	through	the	Advocate’s

‘Subscribe a Friend’
Spring Campaign.

How	to	do	it:
1)	 Ask	your	friend	if	they’re	a	subscriber
2)	 If	not,	tell	us	your	friend’s	name/address	along	with	$10	(discounted	“friend	rate”)
3)	 We’ll	send	your	friend	a	discounted	subscription	to	our	print	edition	for	one	full	year,	

plus	a	letter	acknowledging	your	gift.
4)	 At	the	end	of	their	year,	we’ll	send	them	a	renewal	card	asking	them	to	renew

Visit advocatesc.org/subscribeafriend or
Complete	and	return	the	following	form	with	a	check	or	credit	card	number:
Circle one: Dr. Mr. Miss Ms. Mrs. Rev.
Recipient’s	Name:	
Address:	
Email:		 Phone:	
Church	name:	 District:	
Pastor:	

Your	Name:	
Address:	
Email:		 Phone:	
Church	name:	 District:	
Pastor:	

PAYMENT:							Check	made	payable	to	the	Advocate														Cash
					Charge	credit	card	#:	
Exp.:	 	 V-Code:
Name	on	card:	
Card	billing	address:	

(Credit card numbers are destroyed after card is run)

Amount:	 __$10	New	“Subscribe	a	Friend”	Special	Rate

ST. LOUIS—The South Carolina United 
Methodist Advocate has been honored with 
another four journalism excellence awards, 
bringing their total to 108 wins since 2010.

These latest are from the United Meth-
odist Association of Communicators. The 
Advocate was among hundreds of United 
Methodist communicators and publications 
honored during an awards gala Feb. 22, 
the eve before the special called session of 
General Conference.

The newspaper garnered a first place 
win in the print publications/newspaper 
category, as well as three writing awards 
for Editor Jessica Brodie: first place in news 
article writing for “Ready to Respond,” third 
place in news article writing for “Advent 
Strong” and third place in feature article 

writing for “Blessing Boxes.”
“Editor Jessica Brodie has set high 

standards of excellence for the Advocate, 
and 108 awards from outside organizations, 
including these four, attest to that,” said Dr. 
Bill Click, chair of the Advocate’s board of 
trustees.

South Carolina Conference Production 
Coordinator Matt Brodie also took home a 
second place win in video production for 
his video, “Salkehatchie 40th Anniversary.”

Also at the event, the group honored 
its 2019 Hall of Fame inductee, Dr. Daniel 
R. Gangler, and two Communicators of 
the Year, Mary Catherine Phillips and Tim 
Tanton.

Read a complete list of award recipients 
at www.umcommunicators.org/awards. 

Advocate wins four more journalism awards
Latest wins mark 108 since 2010

Advocate Editor Jessica Brodie accepts the 
newspaper’s four latest awards.

S.C. Conference Production Coordinator 
Matt Brodie also took home an award.

SPARTANBURG—Spartanburg Methodist 
College has received Department of Edu-
cation approval to offer the first four-year 
degree in its 108-year history. 

The approval was needed to award federal 
and state financial aid to bachelor’s degree-
seeking students. In December, the college 
also received approval of the four-year degree 
from its accrediting organization, the South-
ern Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commission on Colleges.

Upon receiving Education Department 
approval earlier this month, the college began 
enrolling current sophomore students into its 
new bachelor’s degree program with con-
centrations in business, English, history and 
religion. It will also begin enrolling transfer 

students from other colleges and universities. 
Students will begin taking bachelor’s degree 
classes this fall.

Interest among current students has been 
strong, says SMC Vice President for Enroll-
ment Ben Maxwell. 

“We’ve got a few dozen who have already 
applied to stay and finish their education 
with us,” he said. “We expect to see those 
numbers climb as we keep getting the word 
out on campus and reach out to transfer 
students, too.” 

Joseph Kemp of Boiling Springs is a cur-
rent SMC sophomore who plans to study 
business and history in the new four-year 
program. 

“SMC offers a great learning experience at 
an affordable price,” he said. “I’m excited to 
be able to continue learning from my favorite 
professors.” 

Kemp is one of many SMC students who 
take advantage of a full tuition scholarship 
offer for students who earn and retain the 
South Carolina LIFE Scholarship. SMC uses a 
mix of the student’s scholarships and grants, 
plus institutional funds, to fully finance the 
cost of tuition. Students who quality for the 
full scholarship pay only housing and fees.

Alex McNeely, sophomore from Reidville, 
says that while affordability is important to 
him, he also sees the new program as being 
adaptable to his interests. “By choosing two 
concentrations, I can tailor the degree to 
subject areas that really interest me.”

According to Maxwell, the college pro-
jected enrolling a first-time junior class of 
about 50 students. 

“Because we weren’t sure when Depart-
ment of Education approval would come, we 

haven’t been able to advertise the new pro-
gram heavily to our own students,” he said. 

As a two-year college, SMC students who 
seek bachelor’s degrees have been compelled 
to finish their education at other colleges and 
universities. 

“With the approval coming before our 
students have made their transfer decisions, 
we’ve already begun revising our projec-
tions for the size of this historic first class of 
juniors and seniors,” Maxwell said.

The education department blessing came 
almost exactly one year after the college 
began the process to create a new degree 
program and submitted it for approval. 

Offering a four-year degree had been 
studied by college administrators on and off 
since 1991, said SMC President Scott 
Cochran, but the discussions didn’t get 
serious until February 2018. At that time, 
the Board of Trustees approved exploring a 
four-year degree after viewing a presenta-
tion showing that market and demographic 
trends were making the need to expand 
programs urgent, Cochran said. 

“High school students can now earn 
enough college credit to qualify for an as-
sociate degree, and an increasing number 
of community colleges are adding four-year 
programs,” Cochran said. “We believed we 
could create a degree that would serve our 
students better than any other liberal arts col-
lege, and I think we did just that.”

Students enrolling in the new bachelor’s 
degree will choose two of four available 
concentrations in business, English, history 
and religion, making up two-thirds of their 
course of study. Another third of their classes 
will be taken in the Camak Core (named for 

college founder Dr. David English Camak), 
which will provide career development 
classes for college credit. 

“Students will study professional com-
munication, networking, project manage-
ment, applied technology and participate in 
internships for college credit,” said Courtney 
Shelton, vice president for professional devel-
opment and design, who worked with SMC 
faculty to create the new bachelor’s degree. 
“We want them to apply their classroom 
skills in the business and non-profit worlds 
so that they get marketable work experience 
well before they graduate.”

The decision about the kinds of work ex-
periences offered by the college was made in 
consultation with local industry leaders, says 
Dr. Jonathan Keisler, who teaches business 
and economics courses and also serves as 
chair of the bachelor’s degree program. 

“Business leaders expressed a desire to 
see well-rounded and job ready candidates 
with multiple skill sets,” he said. “Spartanburg 
Methodist College is uniquely positioned to 
offer our students a liberal arts experience 
that combines multiple areas of study with 
intentional professional development.”

SMC students will continue to be required 
to earn associate degrees in arts, business, 
science, fine arts, religion and criminal 
justice, all of which are designed to prepare 
students to transfer to bachelor’s degree 
programs in a variety of subjects, whether at 
SMC or elsewhere, Cochran said. 

“We absolutely believe in the value of an 
associate degree for students who need or 
want a stepping stone to a four-year degree or 
who want to go directly into the work force 
after two years,” he said. 

SMC receives federal OK to offer first four-year degree this fall

GREENWOOD—More than 65 volunteers 
from the Greenwood District packed 200 
cleaning buckets in less than 30 minutes, 

all to help with United Methodist disaster 
response.

The volunteers packed the buckets Feb. 9.
The Rev. Mike Evans, pastor of Ebenezer, 

Panola and Mathews UMCs in Greenwood 
and the district disaster response coordina-
tor, organized the event. He arranged with 
Wendy Amick of the Lowe’s in Greenwood 
for the purchase of the items to fill the 
buckets. The items were purchased in bulk 
by Lowe’s, who gave the district a significant 
discount. 

The cleaning buckets will be shipped 

to Columbia and then to the warehouse in 
Charlotte.

“We saw in action the power of Christian 
community and what it can do to change 
the world,” said the Rev. Jim Arant, con-
gregational specialist. “A diverse group of 
people, out of compassion, came together 
and packed 200 cleaning buckets for those 
affected by hurricanes and floods while hav-
ing fun together. It was an amazing event, 
well organized by Mike Evans and Wendy 
Amick. Everyone pitched in to make it hap-
pen.”

Greenwood District churches pack 200
cleaning buckets for disaster aid

ADVERTISE HERE!
Toni Strawther  |  advocatesales@umcsc.org  |  843-408-7879

The Rev. James Dickerson Dennis Jr. has 
been tapped as the new superintendent of the 
Greenville District, appointed by South Carolina 
Resident Bishop L. Jonathan Holston.

Dennis, senior pastor of Grace United Meth-
odist Church in North Augusta since 2010, will 
succeed the Rev. George Howle after the 2019 An-
nual Conference. Howle has served the Greenville 
District as superintendent since 2014.

Dennis was born in Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
graduated from Wofford College in 1979 with a 
Bachelor of Science in biology (pre-med) and a Bachelor of 

Arts in religion (pre-ministerial).
He was ordained in 1982 following his gradua-

tion that year from Duke University with a Master 
of Divinity. 

Before his appointment to Grace UMC, he 
served Main Street UMC in Greenwood, Trinity 
UMC in Bamberg, Gramling UMC in Gramling, 
India Hook UMC in Rock Hill, Grace UMC in 
Charleston and the Hardeeville Charge.

In addition to his’ work in churches, he has 
served in many ways, including district, confer-

ence and jurisdictional boards and committees on ordained 

ministry, church location and building, and communications. 
He has been a member of the Conference Relations Commit-
tee and the Extension Ministry Committee since 2013. He 
was the founding director of Salkehatchie Summer Service 
camps in Rock Hill, Spartanburg, Bamberg, Greenwood and 
North Augusta, and he served as a trustee of Wesley Com-
mons and was the first webmaster of the conference website.

Dennis is married to Caroline Love Dennis. They have 
three adult children and enjoy spending time with their 
seven grandchildren and riding motorcycles together. He is 
a lifelong photographer and a serious cyclist—both road and 
mountain bikes—riding 2,500 to 3,000 miles a year.

Dennis to be UMC’s new Greenville District superintendent

Dennis

The Rev. Suzanne Walker, pas-
tor of Bethlehem United Meth-
odist Church in Bishopville, will 
be appointed at the 2019 South 
Carolina Annual Conference 
to serve as the congregational 
specialist for the Charleston and 
Walterboro districts starting July 
1.

Walker will succeed the 
Rev. Genova McFadden, who 
will retire at Annual Conference in June. 
McFadden has served as the congregational 
specialist for the Charleston and Walterboro 
districts since 2013.

“The ministry of local churches in the 
Charleston and Walterboro districts—and 
many others around the conference—have 
been engaged, equipped and empowered 
by Rev. McFadden’s six years of service as a 
congregational specialist,” said the Rev. Kathy 
James, director of Connectional Ministries 
for the conference. “We greatly appreciate all 
that she has given.

“Rev. Walker brings her own set of gifts 
and talents to this important ministry, and 
we look forward to her coming alongside 
local churches and helping them discern the 
plans God has for the life and ministry of 
their congregations.”

Walker was ordained as a full elder in 
2014 following graduation in 2012 from Lu-
theran Theological Southern Seminary with 
a Master of Divinity. She earned a bachelor’s 
in music education from Converse College 

in 2004.
Before her appointment to 

Bethlehem UMC in 2018, Walker 
served St. James UMC in Goose 
Creek from 2015 to 2018, St. Paul 
UMC in St. Matthews from 2012 
to 2015 and the Pomaria Charge 
(Capers Chapel and New Hope 
UMCs) from 2010 to 2012.

In addition to Walker’s work 
in local churches, she has served 

on district and conference boards and com-
mittees, including the Conference Council 
on Connectional Ministries, the Charleston 
Wesley Foundation Board of Directors, the 
Charleston District Board of Congregational 
Development, the Orangeburg District Com-
mittee on the District Superintendency, and 
as chairperson of the Conference Worship 
Committee.

“Excited doesn’t begin to paint the picture 
of how I feel about coming into the team of 
congregational specialists,” Walker said. “I 
have had this role in my mind and on my 
heart for several years. I’ve always had a de-
sire to work with local churches in different 
contexts to equip them to bring deeper and 
more meaningful ministry to their commu-
nities.

“I’m looking forward to working with a 
great team and meeting the leadership teams 
of all the churches in and around the confer-
ence. I’m humbled to work around fantastic 
laity and clergy as we discern where God has 
called us to serve and to dream big dreams.”

Six congregational specialists work with 
local churches to help them fulfill their mis-
sion of making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world. They equip 

local churches for increased effectiveness in 
ministry and connect churches with resourc-
es from around the conference.

Walker to join conference team of congregational specialists

Walker

MYRTLE BEACH—Registration is open for the 2019 
Carolinas Black Clergy Leadership Retreat—“Navigating the 
Changing Landscape: A Fearless Dialogue”—set for May 20-
24 at Kingston Plantation. 

Using the “Fearless Dialogues” model, participants will 
create unique spaces for difficult, heartfelt conversations 
between unlikely partners. It retrains the eyes and ears of 
leaders to see gifts instead of stereotypes, and to hear value in 
the storied lives of others.

Retreat leaders include Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, 
resident bishop of the South Carolina Conference of The 
United Methodist Church; Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, 
resident bishop of the North Carolina Conference of The 
UMC; Bishop Paul L. Leeland, resident bishop of the Western 
North Carolina Conference of The UMC; Rev. Olu Brown, 
a church planter, author and lead pastor at Impact UMC in 
East Point, Georgia; Dr. Gregory Ellison II, author of “Fear-
less Dialogues” and a professor of pastoral care and coun-

seling at Candler School of Theology; and Dr. Fred Allen, 
national director of Strengthening the Black Church for the 
21st Century.

For more information about the retreat, including cost, ac-
commodations and a schedule of events, download the flyer 
here: https://www.umcsc.org/home/wp-content/uploads/
Carolinas-Black-Clergy-Retreat-2019-flyer-final.pdf.

Register by May 3 here: https://www.umcsc.
org/2019cbcleadershipretreat.

Carolinas Black Clergy Leadership Retreat promises fearless dialogue

Helping people know about the Advocate’s 
182-year newspaper ministry is the goal of 
Advocate Awareness Day, set for Sunday, May 
19.

“The Advocate is the oldest newspaper in 

Methodism, and we want to make sure every 
United Methodist in this state knows about 
this important resource,” said Advocate Edi-
tor Jessica Brodie.

Advocate Awareness Day is a chance 

for congregations to understand what the 
newspaper does in fostering a connectional 
church, as well as its newest venture: book-
publishing through the Advocate Press. The 
Advocate has won more than 100 awards for 

journalism excellence since 2010.
The Advocate has many materials for 

churches to use on Advocate Awareness Day, 
including a video, speakers and inserts. Learn 
more at www.advocatesc.org/awarenessday. 

Advocate Awareness Day to celebrate 182 years of ministry May 19
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General Conference 2019 delegates 
passed the Traditional Plan 438 to 384 on 
Day 4, Feb. 26. This means current state-
ments about homosexuality in The United 
Methodist Church’s 2016 Book of Discipline 
have essentially not changed. The Traditional 
Plan retains restrictions against “self-avowed, 
practicing homosexual” clergy and against 
officiating at or hosting same-sex marriage 
ceremonies. It also requires stricter enforce-
ment for violations of church law.

However, delegates requested that the 
UMC’s top court, the Judicial Council, review 
the constitutionality, meaning, application 
and effect of the Traditional Plan. The court 
agreed to review this at its next scheduled 
meeting April 23-25 in Evanston, Illinois. 
It has ruled twice earlier that parts of the 
Traditional Plan were unconstitutional: In 
October, the court unanimously ruled seven 
of 17 petitions unconstitutional and identi-
fied unconstitutional portions in two others; 
and in February, the court ruled seven of the 
petitions unconstitutional and identified an 
unconstitutional sentence in another. Much 
of the unconstitutionality has to do with 
matters of due process, as well as elevating 
requirements about homosexuality above 
other matters. 

Up in the air is how much of the legisla-
tion will take effect or what happens when 
people or conferences defy the rules. 

If the court allows, the Traditional Plan 
legislation would take effect Jan. 1, 2020, in 
the United States and 12 months after the 
2020 General Conference for the rest of the 
world.

Exit plan passes, but also 
needs court review

General Conference also approved an 
exit plan, called a “disaffiliation plan,” for any 
churches that want to leave the denomination 
with their property. However, that plan, too, 
is awaiting Judicial Council review when the 
court meets in late April. 

The exit plan specifies that churches that 
elect to leave must pay unpaid apportion-
ments and pension liabilities. 

The exit plan was to take effect at the close 
of the 2019 General Conference, but is await-
ing Judicial Council review. 

Pension and benefits petitions pass
General Conference passed petitions 

requiring churches that leave to pay their 
share of unfunded pension liability for their 
annual conference. Clergy members who end 
their relationship with a conference will be 
treated as “terminated vested” participants; 
their benefits would be safe and converted to 
an individual account balance.

The pension legislation took effect im-
mediately.

What about the One Church Plan?
General Conference did not pass the 

One Church Plan, which was the plan sup-
ported by the Council of Bishops and which 
would have left questions of marriage up to 
churches and clergy and ordination require-
ments up to conferences.

Possible GC2019 voting irregularities 
under investigation

General Conference organizers have 
named a 12-member task force to investigate 
after GC2019 Secretary the Rev. Gary W. 
Graves revealed March 14 that there were 
potential voting irregularities at the special 
session. Specifically, Graves said a limited 
number of people who were correctly denied 
delegate credentials later were able to procure 
them.

In question are South Congo Bishop 
Kasap Owan and his son, Philippe Kasap 
Kachez. The bishop said his son was a duly 
elected reserve delegate, and Kachez report-
edly was there and voted, but Kachez is not 
listed on General Conference delegate at-
tendance records. 

Task force members are Duncan McMil-
lan, General Conference commission chair; 
the Rev. Mujinga Kashala, General Confer-
ence commission vice chair; Kim Simpson, 
secretary; Stephanie Henry, Rules Commit-
tee chair; the Rev. Juliet Spencer, Education 
and Innovation Committee chair; the Rev. 
Lynn Hill, Program Committee chair; Bishop 
Thomas Bickerton of the New York Confer-
ence; Bishop Rodolfo Juan of the Davao Area 
in the Philippines; the Rev. Gary George; the 
Rev. Joseph Ndala Mulongo; Christine Flick; 
and Marie Kuch-Stanovsky.

Graves said General Conference organiz-
ers do not know if the possible ineligible 
voters supported a particular outcome, as 
voting is by secret ballot so all delegates can 
vote their own conscience. 

South Carolina Bishop L. Jonathan 
Holston released a statement March 15 call-
ing for a time for calm and patience instead 
of reacting immediately to this sort of news.

“Until we know the outcome of the Com-
mission on the General Conference’s review 
of the voting credentialing process, I would 
ask that you remain in prayer for our church 
and stay focused on our mission of making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world,” Holston said.

Who got to vote at General Conference?
GC2019 had the same delegates as 

General Conference 2016 (unless annual 
conferences chose to elect new delegates). 
There were 864 delegates, but 31 were absent, 
mostly because they could not obtain visas. 
Of the total, 58 percent were from the United 
States, 30 percent were from Africa and the 
remainder from the Philippines, Europe and 
beyond.

How are people reacting?
Some are satisfied with the news that 

General Conference passed the Traditional 
Plan and maintained the denomination’s “in-
compatible” language regarding homosexual-
ity. Others were upset with the news.

Bishop Kenneth Carter Jr., president of 
the Council of Bishops, said bishops will 
have to do much outreach in the aftermath of 
GC2019, especially to progressives who feel 
hurt by what happened. 

“We are going to do a lot of outreach to 
progressives to say we see you,” he said dur-
ing a press conference after General Confer-
ence adjourned. 

The Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, chief 
Connectional Ministries officer of the UMC’s 
Connectional Table, called for prayer and 
patience. 

“It will take time for us to truly under-
stand and process the impact of what has 
happened,” she said. “Many are dealing with 
deep emotions and deep pain. We must now 
care for one another, pray for our church and 
take the time to respond and not react. God 
loves all of us, no matter who we are and 
which positions we took. God loves us and is 
still calling us to be in mission and ministry 
in the world.”

One group, the Wesleyan Covenant As-
sociation, which had previously raised the 
possibility of leaving the UMC because of dif-
ferences concerning sexuality, has now said it 
has no immediate plans to do so. 

In a statement released by the WCA 
Feb. 28, leaders said they are “thankful The 
United Methodist Church has reaffirmed its 
sexual ethics, teachings on marriage and its 
ordination standards for clergy at the historic 
special General Conference in St. Louis, Mis-
souri.” 

“We remain open to good faith conver-
sations about the future of the church. We 
recognize irreconcilable differences exist, not 
just about human sexuality, but also around 
our understanding of the authority and 
interpretation of Scripture and the nature of 
the church. While we remain deeply commit-
ted to its historic teachings on these matters, 

we are open to true Christian conferencing 
in an attempt to resolve our impasse in fair 
and equitable ways. ... We are committed to 
working with other United Methodists to 
achieve that end at the next General Confer-
ence in 2020, including a gracious exit provi-
sion. And should circumstances warrant, we 
remain prepared to launch a new Methodist 
movement.”

Other groups, including conferences, 
expressed dismay. 

The New York and Greater New Jersey 
conferences each had a special called meeting 
March 16 to reflect on and respond to the 
2019 General Conference in St. Louis. Other 
conferences around the world are also hav-
ing dialogues and conversations. The UMC 
in Germany has said it will not impose the 
stricter regulations (see sidebar, this page) 
stipulated in the Traditional Plan in spite of 
what was passed at GC2019.

“The stipulations of the Traditional Plan 
are not acceptable for our church in Germany 
… and will therefore not follow the chosen 
way of controlling people in their disposition 
and imposing stricter penalties,” the German 
church said in a statement released March 9. 

Are there any dialogues 
in South Carolina?

The South Carolina Conference has 
not yet hosted a public dialogue about the 
outcome of the 2019 General Conference, 
though conversations are taking place in 
various ways in and around local churches 
across the conference.

Bishop Holston said clergy will gather for 
a General Conference debriefing in late April.

“After that meeting—and once we know 
the Judicial Council’s rulings—we will dis-
cern the appropriate context and format for 
any possible future conversations,” Holston 
said. “For the moment, we ask all South Car-
olina United Methodists to remain focused 
on the mission and ministry that unites us.”

For more on General Conference, including 
more in-depth articles on all of the above, visit 
www.umc.org and www.umnews.org.

GENERAL CONFERENCE: Court to review plans in April
From Page 1

What does the Traditional Plan
as approved include?

• An expanded definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual” to include people 
“living in a same-sex marriage, domestic partnership or civil union or is a person 
who publicly states she or he is a practicing homosexual.”

• The creation of the council relations committee, as part of the Council of Bishops, to 
hold bishops accountable to restrictions related to homosexuality.

• Minimum penalties for clergy convicted at trial of performing a same-sex wedding. 
Those penalties include one year’s suspension without pay for the first offense 
and loss of credentials for the second.

• The requirement that Boards of Ordained Ministry examine and not recommend 
candidates who do not meet standards regarding sexuality. It also empowers 
bishops to rule a candidate out of order.

• The requirement that annual conferences certify only Board of Ordained Ministry 
nominees who will “uphold, enforce, and maintain the Book of Discipline related 
to ordination and marriage of practicing homosexuals.” The General Council on 
Finance and Administration will withhold funds and use of the cross and flame 
logo for conferences that fail to do so.

• Multiple changes to the complaint process under church law. These changes include 
requiring that bishops not dismiss complaints without reasons given; involving 
those making complaints in the just resolution process; allowing the church to 
appeal “errors of church law or administration” of church trials.

—From “Ask The UMC: What happened at General Conference,” UMC.org

Photo by Matt Brodie
South Carolina’s delegation discusses proceedings during General Conference 2019.

By Fred Koenig
Reprinted courtesy of The Missouri 
Methodist

Rev. John Heyward was a district superinten-
dent in South Carolina in 1968 and a General 
Conference delegate at the Uniting Conference.     

South Carolina was one of the largest black 
conferences in the denomination and was still 
part of the Central Jurisdiction. The 1968 Gen-
eral Conference brought an end to the Central 
Jurisdiction, but much work had gone in to make 
it happen. Prior to the change, the Central Juris-
diction had met in 1967 to “close-out” the jurisdiction, and 
elected their last bishop, the Rev. Scott Allen. 

“Since then it’s been said that Bishop Allen was the last 
Methodist bishop to be elected because all after that point 
were United Methodist,” Heyward said.   

Heyward noted that the merger documents with the 
EUB church did not even mention the Central Jurisdiction 
because people were confident in the course of the jurisdic-
tional segregation coming to an end. He worked within his 
own conference to help usher in the end of the segregation 
and was happy to see it brought about in 1968. “It was a 
great Conference and a great time,” he said. 

Heyward can trace his Methodist roots back to his 
grandmother, who was born into slavery in 1855. She was 

introduced to the Methodist family circle meet-
ings and circuit riders while she was still living 
in slavery. Heyward remembers his grandmother 
well. He followed his call to ministry right out of 
high school, going to college and then Gammon 
Theological Seminary in Atlanta.

After the 1968 Uniting Conference Heyward 
continued serving as a district superintendent. 
Then he moved to Washington D.C. in 1971, 
where he worked with chaplains for the General 
Board of Higher Education Ministry. Because 
they were stationed all over the world, it involved 

extensive travel. 
“I would come home and sit down one suitcase and pick 

up the next one,” Heyward said. 
Living out of a suitcase likely made Heyward receptive to 

call from Bishop Robert Goodrich in 1976. Bishop Goodrich 
wanted Rev. John Doggett to serve as a district superin-
tendent on the Missouri Cabinet, but he wanted to be sure 
Doggett’s current appointment, Union Memorial UMC, was 
in very good pastoral hands before that move was made. 

He asked Heyward, who was at General Conference in 
Dallas in 1976, to swing by Missouri on his way home to 
D.C. and see what he thought of the city and Union Memo-
rial. He did, liked what he saw and was appointed to Union 
Memorial that year.     

Heyward later put his DS experience to use in Missouri, 
serving on the cabinet in the late 1980s. He was then ap-
pointed to St. Johns in St. Louis, the first African-American 
pastor to serve the church. 

“I preached every Sunday, visited the sick, buried the 
dead, married the lovers—everything went all right,” he said.

From St. John’s he was appointed to University UMC, 
where he again served as the first African-American pastor 
of that church. 

“It went fine. If anyone left because of my race I wasn’t 
aware of it,” Heyward said.  

Like his brothers with history in the Evangelical or Unit-
ed Brethren Churches, Heyward can also say he has been 
part of three denominations without changing churches. 
He was born into the Methodist Episcopal Church, served 
as a pastor in the Methodist Church, and served and retired 
from the United Methodist Church after 40 years in minis-
try. 

Although, like with Jones, the term retired was used 
loosely with Heyward. After he retired, Bishop Ann Sherer-
Simpson asked him to served Unity UMC in Webster 
Groves just until she could find someone else. He was there 
eight years, preaching every Sunday even at age 84. He is 
now retired again.

“I always said the main thing is to just love the people,” 
Heyward said.

Former S.C. district superintendent attended GC2019, was delegate to 1968 uniting conference

From the 1968 Uniting Conference to the 2019 Special Session

Heyward at GC2019.

One time the Pharisees were argu-
ing over a new movement, which 
many believed was heretical. 
They believed the preachers of 

this “new way” were leading people astray. 
They must be silenced! Wise Gamaliel, in 
Acts 5:38-39, rose to his feet and warned 
them that by silencing the movement they 
may find themselves “fighting against God.” 
Instead, he advised, they should be patient 
and see if the movement prospers or dies out. 

As hard as we try, we cannot silence the 
movement of God. If we try, we may actually 
find ourselves on the wrong side of God. 
What does this mean for the current crisis in 
The United Methodist Church? 

Let me tell you about what happened in 
our Sunday School class. 

Our class is the largest Sunday school 
class at Grace UMC; we average 25-30 every 
Sunday, ages 60-80s. Many of our members 
have been learning and praying together ev-
ery Sunday for decades. I am a newby, having 
been in the class and serving as their teacher 
only a couple of years. 

Some of our church members have been 
active in an outreach to the local women’s 
jail. Through their faithful efforts, some of 
the women in the jail have had their hearts 
touched by the warmth God’s love and gospel 
message; one even said, “When I get out of 
jail I am going to come visit your church.” 
True to her word, when Barbara got out, 
she came to visit. She not only visited, she 
joined. She has become an active member of 
Grace UMC, showing up for everything, and 
also has become a faithful member of our 
Senior Adult class. Even though she is much 
younger than 60, even though she was fresh 
out of jail, the class gladly welcomed her. 

 It is a beautiful thing to see people come 
to God, to be renewed in their faith; to make 
a fresh start in life, and to be filled with the 
joy of Christ. When we see it we want to say, 
“Well, good for them. Praise God” and the 
angels in heaven rejoice!

None of us really knew that Barbara and 
her friend, Kelly, (also newly released from 
the women’s jail) were a couple. At first we 

just thought they were good friends, shar-
ing an apartment, trying to save money and 
make a new life. But with time, as people 
got to know them, as trust evolved and the 
friendship developed, they opened up and 
shared more of their lives with us. They 
trusted us. 

Who would of thought it! God sent Bar-
bara our way and we opened our doors and 
our hearts and our minds to welcome her. 
Then Barbara brought Kelly along and we 
opened our doors and hearts and minds to 
her. We have found they are a real blessing to 
our class and I believe we have been a bless-
ing to them. 

But some would say this can’t be of 
God! Even some in our class probably have 
thought that. Some may still feel that way. 
But most of us are just glad to have them 
with us. They have become like part of the 
family. 

Now what would the General Conference 
have us do. Tell them, “You are wrong! You 
are an “abomination.” You deserve to be pun-
ished. You are not “of God”. How can we do 
this when it is so obvious God is working in 
their lives, growing them in faith, using them 
to be a blessing to others. 

As hard as we try, we cannot silence the 
movement of God. If we try, we risk being on 
the wrong side of God. At the very least, we 
should consider the wise counsel of Gamaliel 
to pause and see if God might not be doing a 
“new thing among us.” 

Our Social Principles say more than one 
thing about people who are LGBTQ. Our 
Social Principles also say: “We implore fami-
lies and churches not to reject or condemn 
lesbian and gay members and friends.” And 
“We commit ourselves to be in ministry for 
and with all persons.” I am proud that when 
God sent Barbara and Kelly to be part of our 
Sunday school, we welcomed them. God 
trusted them to us and we have been faithful 
to that trust. 

Childers, an elder in the South Carolina 
Conference, attends Grace UMC in Manassas, 
Virginia, and serves at the UMC’s Board of 
Church and Society in Washington, D.C.

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Clayton Childers

Are we fighting against God?

General Conference ended almost 
three weeks ago, and the rhetoric 
from many of the interest groups 
has yet to change in terms of 

anger or mistrust of the other groups. 
Last week the news broke of potential 

voting fraud by Bishop Kasap Owan. I am 
blessed to have friends on all sides of this 
debate, and many of my progressive clergy 
friends immediately took to Twitter and 
Facebook to condemn the African bishop 
and call for his defrocking. 

The language of vitriol and malice 
stunned me and reminded me of some of the 
social media posts that flooded my feed after 
the election of Bishop Karen Oliveto. 

I understand and believe in accountabil-
ity—don’t misunderstand me. But vicious 
verbal attacks are not accountability. I was 
hesitant to accept Bishop Karen’s episcopal 
authority; however, I have a very close friend 
who served in rural Montana. After Bishop 
Karen’s installation in her conference, one 
of my friend’s churches on her charge began 
working to leave the denomination and were 
hostile to my friend, their pastor. For months 
they refused to even speak to her on Sunday 
mornings when she arrived to lead worship. 

Bishop Karen received word that my 
friend was struggling and caught a flight 
to Nowhere Montana to be a pastor to my 
friend. Bishop Karen sat with her, cried with 
her, affirmed her call and even met with the 
churches on her charge. She placed herself 
in harm’s way for the sake of one of her 
clergy.  She laid down her life for a friend and 
showed pastoral care in ways that caused me 
to reevaluate how I do pastoral care. 

I couldn’t deny her fruit.
Conversely, while I’m disappointed and 

ashamed that a bishop might commit voting 
fraud at General Conference, I cannot say he 
wasn’t called to the episcopacy. His nomina-
tion and subsequent election, I assume, was 
a prayerful process and that the Holy Spirit 
came upon him at baptism and set him apart 
for ordained and episcopal ministry. This is a 
core belief of my Wesleyan theology. 

Instead of calling for his immediate 
defrocking, perhaps we should look at the log 
in our own eye and ask ourselves how we cre-
ated a culture of such deep mistrust that he 
(allegedly) felt that voting fraud was his only 

way of ensuring he could follow his con-
science. It scares me to think we can question 
someone’s ability to be incarnational and 
proclaim the Gospel just because we disagree 
with them.

Under the Traditional Plan’s guidelines 
for Boards of Ordained Ministry, I’m afraid 
we are asking board members to do the same 
thing. Instead of judging fitness for ministry 
and asking if someone is called to ordained 
ministry, they will be asking who are you to 
be called to ordained ministry. 

First, I thought we as a denomination 
needed to ask ourselves whether we truly 
love one another. But now I believe we must 
ask ourselves if we still believe in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

The scandal of the Gospel is, always has 
been and always will be that Jesus loves all, 
came for all and His glory can be proclaimed 
by all. 

God has always spoken through persons 
that are unexpected, reviled and unsettling. 
God continues to show up in lives that are 
not perfect or completely align with the 
teachings of the religious institution. Jesus 
himself was cast out by the religious leaders, 
and the people voted for him to die for his 
perceived transgressions. God’s love was pro-
claimed by prostitutes, murderers, thieves, 
Samaritans, kings, slaves, women, children—
and even by a donkey.

Jesus, a poor man raised by a woman who 
was pregnant out of wedlock and a carpenter, 
from the nowhere city of Nazareth, who was 
born next to livestock, ate one final meal 
with his friends. He sat next to tax collec-
tors, uneducated fishermen, a doubter, a 
man who would deny knowing him and a 
man who would betray him. He served them 
ALL communion and humbly washed their 
feet as a sign of servanthood. He didn’t deny 
grace or tell them they could not enter and 
proclaim the Gospel. 

Instead of us trying to figure out who in 
the denomination is sitting at the Last Sup-
per, perhaps we need to spend more time 
striving to emulate the man at the head of the 
table. 

Reeves-Pendergrass, an elder in the South 
Carolina Conference, pastors Gilbert UMC, 
Gilbert.

Guest Commentary
by the Rev. Chrisie Reeves-Pendergrass

Let’s look at our own logs

    Connect @advocatesc

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/traditional-plan-advances-as-one-church-simple-plans-fail
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But just because she doesn’t know exactly 
what that future will look like doesn’t matter, 
for God knows.

“Through it all, God has it, and that’s the 
way I see it,” Gadson said. “He’s got control of 
the whole thing, and I know whatever comes 
of it will be good.”

Lord willing, she plans to stay in the 
Lowcountry and continue her efforts to help 
people one situation at a time. 

“I’m not going anywhere unless the Lord 
takes me out of this world, and as long as 
I’m living here surely I’m going to be looking 
after my babies, working with the work camp 
groups,” Gadson said.

 
Deep roots 

The youngest of seven children, Gadson 
found her passion for service at the knee 
of her grandmother, Big Mama. Matriarch 
of the family, Big Mama raised three sets of 
grandchildren; Gadson was among the last 
group and the last one at home with her. She 
and her older sister stayed with Big Mama 
while their own mother, Mama Clay, caught 
a ride every day to Charleston to work at a 
hotel in their kitchen. 

“Big Mama had a ‘daycare’ center before 
we knew what that was! All we knew was any 
woman going to work and don’t have anyone 
to keep their children, they could drop them 
off to Ms. Emily under the sycamore tree in 
her front yard. My sister and I had a good 
job: learning how to take care of children.”

Big Mama had only a third-grade educa-
tion from Mr. Lockwood’s school, “But she 
had the wisdom of Solomon,” Gadson said, 
recounting how she and her sister grew up 
washing clothes and wiping snotty noses. The 
children would play, eat and have fun with 
Big Mama’s old time teachings, and parents 
would pick their children up when they got 
off work.

Big Mama instilled heavy values: Help 
each other. Be your brother’s keeper. Believe 
in the Bible, every word. As the last of seven, 
the lessons hit Gadson especially hard. Years 
later, as Big Mama got older and sicker, roles 
reversed and Gadson became her grand-
mother’s caregiver.

“That taught me even more,” she said. 
Integration also profoundly shaped 

her. Gadson was one of a handful of black 
students to integrate her Lowcountry high 
school in Hollywood. It wasn’t easy—she 
remembers being the only non-white in her 
political science class, and the kids would put 

bubble gum on her chair. But she learned to 
navigate interracial lines early on, something 
that would serve her well as she transitioned 
to a life of charitable service.

After graduating from the College of 
Charleston, she stumbled into destiny. The 
Rev. Willis T. Goodwin, one of the found-
ers of Rural Mission and her church’s pastor, 
asked her to help him organize a work camp. 
It was supposed to be temporary—Gadson 
planned to go to law school. 

“But God had another plan for me,” she 
said. 

Rural Mission caught her heart and 
wouldn’t let go. Indeed, it was the only official 
job she’s ever had after leaving the farms in 
the summertime.

Rural Mission started in 1969 to help the 
rural poor with housing, education, medical 
and other basic needs. More than a quarter of 
the island population lives below the poverty 
level, and one in every five rural low-income 
homes is severely substandard.

Over the years, she’s been a bridge be-
tween the haves and have-nots. She’s worked 
with millionaires and migrants, with well-off 
retirees and the working poor, bringing 
people together to help the impoverished get 
a new lease on life one plank and one nail at 
a time. 

 “One thing I’ve learned over the years: 
we are all the same,” said Gadson, a lifelong 
member of Wesley United Methodist Church 
in Hollywood. “No matter how poor or rich, 
there are needs everywhere. We are God’s 
children.”

 Out of the darkness
Gadson has seen some dark times in her 

life. Over the years, she has worked with drug 
addicts and people with emotional problems. 

Her family, too, has struggled—with 
depression, drug and alcohol addiction, and 
obesity. 

Gadson herself, from health issues and 
exhaustion, nearly died in 2006, requiring 
four heart bypasses and flatlining twice.

Even Rural Mission has seen hard times. 
Many times before now, she thought the 
organization was going to close.  

But over and over, God has brought Rural 
Mission—and Gadson—out of the clutches 
of despair and into a brighter future. And 
the lessons she has learned, personally and 
professionally, allowed her a special perspec-
tive: she is able to have both sympathy and 
empathy for the people Rural Mission has 
helped.

Gadson feels God spared her life for a 
reason. 

“He brought me back because it wasn’t 
over; I hadn’t reached where He needed me 
to be,” she said. “I made a vow that, whatever 
you want me to do, Lord, that’s where I am.”

 
A tough few years

Things have been difficult at Rural Mis-
sion for a few years, particularly since 2015. 

For many years, East Coast Migrant Head 
Start Project leased space from Rural Mission 
to provide quality early childhood education 
for the large migrant farming population. But 
in 2015, as Johns Island’s agricultural climate 

changed and migrant workers began to leave, 
East Coast Migrant pulled out, and Rural 
Mission lost its main source of income. 

Things were tough but manageable—until 
the “Thousand-Year Flood” of Charleston, 
followed by a devastating snowstorm that 
destroyed what was left of their reserves.

Despite major efforts from donors and 
other supporters to keep the ministry afloat, 
God had other plans for Rural Mission’s 
future, Gadson said.

“There is a strong commitment to the 
people of the Sea Islands and we are work-
ing toward a sustainable future of ongoing 
ministry with them,” Rural Mission board 
members released in a letter. 

 
Summer teams

Rural Mission’s board said volunteer 
teams scheduled to help this summer cannot 
be hosted at the mission, though those who 
wish to continue ministry with the Sea Island 
people this summer may consider contract-
ing independently with Anderson Mack Jr., 
a licensed contractor and the former Rural 
Mission director of special projects and hous-
ing work camp, for homes to work on. 

Church groups need to secure their own 
liability insurance and understand that they 
are serving as an individual church group 
and not under the auspices of Rural Mission. 

“We have hit pause,” Gadson explained, 
though she noted she personally will always 
be a “volunteer” for her master and king.

However, she noted, several churches have 
been stepping up to host these volunteer 
laborers. Her home church, Wesley UMC, 
Hollywood, is hosting teams, as is Wesley 
Memorial UMC nearby. Other churches are 
being recruited as team hosts. 

Mission teams can also contact the Rev. 
Patricia Gordon. Mayor Jackie Heyward, is 
also offering her assistance and working with 
Mack, Gadson said.

For all this support and more, she’s grate-
ful. She’s also grateful for the hard work and 
longtime service of those who have worked 
with her day in and day out over the years: 
her longtime staff, many who have had to 
go without a paycheck at times to help the 
ministry stay afloat, and her longtime board 
of trustees members. 

In the meantime, she— along with her 
two now-teenaged grandchildren Quati and 
Qynn—will keep doing her work for God 
and His people, directed always by prayer 
and the Holy Spirit. 

To contact Mack about bringing a team to 
help this summer, call 843-670-0431.
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The Rock Hill District UMVIM 
Team traveled to a respite center 
outside the town of Santa Fe, Pan-
ama, Feb. 23-March 3. The team 

worked with retired Methodist missionaries 
Dr. David Ceballos, a minister, and his wife, 
Cindy, who is a nurse and health educator. 

The respite center is a building with eight 
rooms that house individuals or families who 
have long-term medical needs and those with 
short-term illnesses or infirmities who need 
to remain near the local medical clinic.

I met Jafet on the first day there, and this 
is our story in the form of a conversation if 
we both spoke the same language. The infor-
mation provided about Jafet and the center is 
factual based on observations and comments 
from those familiar with the facility:

Me: Jafet, you came to us when we first 
arrived and asked if you could work with us. 
Tell me about yourself and why you wanted 
to work.

Jafet: I am 8 years old and came here from 
the mountains so my mother could have 
her baby. We walked from our community. 
When the baby was born, he could not see, 
so we have been here three weeks to see if 
the drops in the eyes will help the baby. I am 
here with my mother and two other brothers 
and a sister. I am the oldest. My father has to 
go to a town far away for work and will not 
be back for two months. One of my brothers 
has a big belly. Some say it is from not eating 
enough or having something inside his body 
that causes that. No one has told me what it 
is.

Me: Does your brother not eat enough at 
meals?

Jafet: Before you came here, we were only 
eating one meal a day and that was oatmeal. 
I wanted to work hoping your team would 
pay me something so I could buy food for my 
family.

Me: There is something special going on 
in our country. It is called a General Con-
ference and there are people from many 
countries who are meeting to make decisions 
about The United Methodist Church. Over 
800 people will be voting on the future of the 
church.

Jafet: That’s a lot of people, but I have a 
hard time understanding what all that means. 
Will these people make decisions that could 
help our family and people like us?

Me: No, they will not be talking about 
folks like your family, but what they decide 
will affect a lot of people.

Jafet: Will it make people happy or sad?
Me: There will be many different thoughts 

about the meeting, and some will go home 
disappointed.

Jafet: How do all those people get to the 
meeting? We walk everywhere we go. 

Me: They come in cars and airplanes. That 
is the only way for them to travel so far.

Jafet: That must cost a lot of money. 
Maybe even $100.

Me: It costs much more than that. It costs 
more than your family could carry in bags 
filled with money.

Jafet: No one has that much money! If I 
did, I would give it to my father so he could 
stay home with us and we could buy enough 
food so we would not be hungry. Maybe my 
brothers could go to special doctors who 

could make them better.
Me: Jafet, we have been here for a week. 

What do you think about what we have 
done?

Jafet: You made benches and tables. We 
did not have anything to sit on besides the 
stoop in front of our room, rocks or the wall 
in back. Now we have somewhere to sit and 
tables to put things on. Matilda used to take 
a nap every day on a big rock. Now she can 
nap in the shade on a bench.

The water tank you put in will help us 
with our water. We get all our water from the 
river, and we drink it, wash clothes in it and 
my mother washes my brothers and sister in 
it. I am big enough to wash myself. We had 
no electricity, so the solar lights you put up 
around the building really make it better at 
night. You gave all the folks here bins full of 
food: beans, rice, oatmeal, coffee and other 
things. We had a good time the day you 
cooked hot dogs for everyone around. Color-
ing at Bible school was fun.

Me: Jafet, it was good to meet you and 
learn about and your family. I will pray for 
the family and all the others here. I hope you 
can go home soon.

Jafet: Will you be coming back to see us 
again? Or will other teams like yours come to 
visit us?

Me: You will probably not see us again, 
and I am not sure about other teams.

As I reflect on our visit to Panama and 
General Conference, I ask myself, “What 
could we accomplish if we were truly 
‘united’? How could we impact the world if 
our time, energy, resources and conversation 
were dedicated to serving others?”

Hudson, along with Jake Clark, were team 
leaders. Other team members included Allyson 
Reid, Lydia Williams, Larry Williams, Joe 
Sutton, Gregg Morris, Harold McDonald, Jr., 
Larry Beamguard and Craig Denton.

Guest Commentary
by Ken Hudson

Me, Jafet and General Conference 2019

The author reflects on his visit to Panama 
and General Conference, asking himself, 
“What could we accomplish if we were truly 
‘united’? How could we impact the world if 
our time, energy, resources and conversa-
tion were dedicated to serving others?”

2019 Annual Conference 
Lay Leadership Activities 

The Lay Leadership Executive Team is excited to announce
the events planned for Annual Conference. Mark your calendars now!

For more information,
please email laityevents@umcsc.org. 

We look forward to seeing you at Annual Conference!

June 2
First Timers Orientation
102	A-B
4:00pm-4:45pm
5:00pm-5:45pm
	
Laity Conversations: Missions and 
Ministries in the Local Churches
102C
4:00pm-4:45pm
5:00pm-5:45pm

June 3
Mission Expo
Hall	1,	11	a.m.-3	p.m.

This	year’s	mission	expo	will	feature	a	
variety	of	hands-on	missions	that	you	will	
see	in	action	and	learn	to	do!	Some	may	
include	Plarn,	B.E.D.S.	(Better	Education	
Deserves	Sleep),	reusable	hygiene	kits,	
dresses	for	girls,	wheelchair	ramps,	and	
the	Conference	Early	Response	Team/
Disaster	Relief.

As a cradle Methodist, the daugh-
ter of a cradle Methodist who 
was the son of a cradle Methodist 
(and so on back to my great-

great-great grandparents who played host 
to Mr. Wesley at their home in Ireland), my 
ties to the denomination are strong. Mem-
bers of my family have started Methodist 
churches and schools. We sent missionaries 
to Brazil. 

We were taught early on that the church 
was important. I remember discussions 
about the WSCS and about the union with 
the Evangelical brethren. I heard discussions 
about new hymnals and whether “How 
Great Thou Art” and “The Son of God Goes 
Forth to War” should be included. I remem-
ber when women were finally admitted into 
the clergy and when the church was finally 
desegregated. I remember the first cross-
racial appointments. 

We were encouraged to participate. From 
Bible school and UMYF forward, church 
was a big part of my life. I served in vari-
ous offices from worship leader to Sunday 
school teacher to scout leader. I did my 
terms in United Methodist Women offices. 
Since I believe in learning as much as I 
can, I participated in Leadership Next (the 
best program this district ever held, in my 
opinion) and walked to Emmaus. I took 
classes to qualify as a Certified Lay Minister. 
I know this is nothing unusual; many people 
reading this have done far more, I know. 

When I grew up, the church didn’t have 
as much competition for our time as it does 
now. There were only three channels on TV, 
and they went off the air at midnight after 
the national anthem was broadcast. Our 
social lives centered on the church. There 
were suppers and games and choir practices, 
trips for youth and events for children. 
Revivals were a big hit—they were some-
thing different to do even if they ostensibly 
were to save souls. Many of our friends and 
neighbors were members of our church. The 
school superintendent and many teachers 
were Methodists. 

We truly had a church family. 
That’s gone now. Most churches are 

struggling. Membership is falling off, and 
minsters look out over a sea of gray heads 
on Sunday morning. Finding an active 
youth group for teenagers can be a chal-

lenge: the young people grew up, and grew 
away. We’re often without young families, 
which form the future of any congregation.

Last month, our denomination decided 
to exclude a number of people from serving 
and/or being served. We chose to ignore the 
message Jesus left us to love God and our 
neighbor. He omitted no one in that com-
mand. Not love thy black neighbor. Love thy 
short neighbor. Love thy rich neighbor. He 
used no descriptive terms.

Another thing Jesus didn’t do was speak 
out against homosexuality. Considering 
the many things he did address, and how 
common homosexuality was in His day, one 
can only believe that it was a non-issue with 
Him. 

So why are we not following His exam-
ple? John Wesley said to do no harm and do 
all the good we can. How did the decision 
last month honor our founder’s instruc-
tions? Our purpose is to make disciples for 
the transformation of the world. How can 
that happen when we can’t even transform 
ourselves?

While I (and many others I’m sure) are 
cognizant that the majority of United States 
churches were not in favor of the Tradi-
tional Plan, we do understand the cultural 
and legal issues that formed the backbone 
of our overseas Methodists’ advocacy of it. I 
admire them for trying to keep their church 
relevant and vibrant in their countries. 

I want the same for our church. 
Since most of the United States churches 

did not favor the Traditional Plan, perhaps 
it is time to form the Methodist Church 
in America or the American Methodist 
Church. 

Maybe to be united with each other in 
our cities and conferences and jurisdictions, 
we need a fresh start— one that honors our 
Wesleyan heritage and looks to the future—
not tradition—as our mission. 

Maybe this is the beginning of our trans-
formation. 

We just have to do it: transform our-
selves, our churches, our cities and so on. 
Start afresh. Have new hope for these people 
called Methodists. 

If we don’t, we will kiss it goodbye. 

Lander is a member of Main Street United 
Methodist Church, Columbia.

Guest Commentary
by Laura Lander

Transformation

RURAL MISSION: ‘I know whatever comes of it will be good’
From Page 1

Photo by Jessica Brodie
Rural Mission Director Linda Gadson, who led the ministry for most of its 50-year history, 
prayers with her Rural Mission Prayer Warriors team last summer. On Feb. 28, Rural Mis-
sion  announced it has closed its doors, citing a “time of transition.”

Become an Advocate Church Partner
An easy way to get your church a group subscription to the Advocate 

Our Church Partners believe a strong and flourishing Advocate newspaper ministry helps strengthen the conference, districts
and its churches. Because of that, they help their church enroll in an Advocate church plan (print or online). 

Don’t see your church here? Learn how your church can become an Advocate Church Partner: 
advocate@umcsc.org, 803-786-9486 or AdvocateSC.org/support

ANDERSON DISTRICT
Clemson UMC, Clemson
Dickson Memorial UMC, Townville
First UMC, Easley
Lawrence Chapel UMC, Clemson
Main Street UMC, Abbeville
Mount Sinai UMC, Anderson
Shiloh UMC, Piedmont
Trinity UMC, Honea Path

CHARLESTON DISTRICT
Asbury-St. James UMC, Charleston
Bethany UMC, Summerville
Grace UMC, Charleston
New Light UMC, St. Stephen
Pinopolis UMC, Pinopolis

COLUMBIA DISTRICT
Ashland UMC, Columbia
First UMC, Winnsboro
Francis Burns UMC, Columbia
Gilbert UMC, Gilbert
Mount Horeb, Lexington
Pond Branch UMC, Gilbert
Rehoboth UMC, Leesville

Shandon UMC, Columbia
Shiloh UMC, Gilbert
Union UMC, Irmo
Virginia Wingard Memorial UMC, 

Columbia
Zion UMC, Blythewood

FLORENCE DISTRICT
Bethel UMC, Kingstree
Bethlehem UMC, Pamplico
Central UMC, Florence
Cumberland UMC, Florence
Friendship UMC, Florence
Hebron UMC, Cades
Highland Park UMC, Florence
Jeremiah UMC, Kingstree
Manning UMC, Manning
Mount Beulah UMC, Lake City
Nazareth UMC, Olanta
Old Johnsonville UMC, Hemingway
Shiloh UMC, Turbeville
St. Paul UMC, Florence
Summerton UMC, Summeron
Wesley Chapel UMC, Lake City

GREENVILLE DISTRICT
Allen View UMC, Greenville
Few’s Chapel UMC, Greer
Grace UMC, Greer
Green Pond UMC, Gray Court
John Wesley UMC, Greenville
Mountain View UMC, Greer
Piedmont Park UMC, Greenville
Piedmont UMC, Piedmont
Sharon UMC, Greer
Simpsonville UMC, Simpsonville
St. Mark UMC, Taylors
St. Matthew UMC, Taylors
St. Paul UMC, Greenville
Wesley Chapel UMC, Greenville

GREENWOOD DISTRICT
Central UMC, Laurens
Ebenezer UMC, Greenwood
Ebenezer UMC, Newberry
Harmony UMC, Johnston
Main Street UMC, Greenwood
McCormick UMC, McCormick
Mount Pleasant UMC, Pomaria
Panola UMC, Greenwood

Pentecost UMC, Warrenville
Ridge Spring UMC, Ridge Spring
St. John’s UMC, Batesburg
St. Paul UMC, Ninety Six
St. Paul UMC, Saluda
Ware Shoals UMC, Ware Shoals
Waterloo UMC, Waterloo
Wightman UMC, Prosperity

HARTSVILLE DISTRICT
Epworth UMC, Darlington
McLeod Chapel UMC, Rembert
Mount Olivet UMC, Cheraw
Mount Zion UMC, Sumter
Salem UMC, Pageland
St. Paul UMC, Camden
Trinity UMC, Darlington
Wesley UMC, Hartsville
Zion UMC, Pageland

MARION DISTRICT
Brown Chapel UMC, Murrells Inlet
Central UMC, Marion
Loris First UMC, Loris
Pine Grove UMC, McColl

Rehoboth UMC, Aynor
Salem UMC, Conway

ORANGEBURG DISTRICT
Bethel Park UMC, Denmark
Bethel Peachtree Rock UMC, Lexington
Bethlehem UMC, Orangeburg
Clinton UMC, Salley
Jericho UMC, Cameron
New Beginning UMC, Norway
New Light UMC, Orangeburg
North Orangeburg UMC, Orangeburg
St. Andrews UMC, Orangeburg
St. Paul’s UMC, Orangeburg
Shady Grove UMC, Cameron
Springfield UMC, Springfield
Swansea UMC, Swansea
Union UMC, Cope
Wagener UMC, Wagener
Wesley Foundation, Orangeburg

ROCK HILL DISTRICT
Camp Creek UMC, Lancaster
First UMC, Clover
India Hook UMC, Rock Hill

Sharon UMC, Sharon
St. James UMC, York
St. John’s UMC, Fort Mill
Woodland UMC, Rock Hill

SPARTANBURG DISTRICT
Buffalo UMC, Buffalo
Foster’s Chapel UMC, Jonesville
Silver Hill Memorial UMC, Spartanburg

WALTERBORO DISTRICT
Bethel UMC, Ruffin
Brunson UMC, Hampton
Buckhead UMC, Ruffin
Canaan UMC, Ridgeville
Carteret Street UMC, Beaufort
Green Pond UMC, Smoaks
Mount Carmel UMC, Hampton
Shady Grove UMC, St. George
St. Andrew By-the-Sea UMC, Hilton 

Head
St. Mark UMC, St. George
St. Paul UMC, Ridgeland
Wesley UMC, Beaufort



“Let us gather together to celebrate the 
ways in which we have been seeking and 
fulfilling God’s purpose for our church. So 
come and share in this time of mission and 
ministry.”

Mission initiatives
This year, South Carolina United Method-

ists will help two annual conference mission 
initiatives: Native American elder baskets 
and a food drive for Harvest Hope Food 
Bank of Greenville. 

Native American elder baskets: Each 
charge in the South Carolina Conference is 
asked to create one elder basket and bring it 
to Annual Conference. Elder baskets are plas-
tic clothes baskets filled with nonperishable 
items and given to elderly Native Americans 
in need, many of whom live well below the 
poverty line. The baskets can be dropped off 
in the marked location in Exhibit Hall at the 
convention center. Charges are also invited 
to buy gift cards for discount stores, such as 
Walmart or Dollar General, so the confer-
ence’s Native American Committee can buy 
additional supplies as needed. 

Harvest Hope food drive: Annual Confer-
ence attendees are asked to bring nonperish-
able food items with them and place them 
in Harvest Hope boxes that will be situated 
all around the convention center during the 
event. Pastors, delegates and other leaders 
are encouraged to conduct food drives at 
their local churches, and bring those dona-
tions to Annual Conference. Harvest Hope 
Food Bank is a critical line of support for 
more than 500 partner agencies, which take 
feeding missions directly to those who live in 
the most economically fragile communities. 
These partner agencies include faith-based 
organizations, family shelters and after-
school programs that offer food pantries, 
soup kitchens and more. 

See sidebar (this page) for specifics.
 

Resolutions to be considered
Not only will the body have the oppor-

tunity to vote on South Carolina’s Annual 
Conference budget for 2020, but also a host 
of other reports and plans presented by vari-
ous ministries and agencies. 

Delegates will vote on any South Carolina 
resolutions proposed. (More information in 
next month’s edition.) 

Because of a change at Annual Conference 
2017’s standing rules, late resolutions are no 
longer allowed to be submitted on the con-
ference floor, though this (or any) standing 
rule can be suspended with a two-thirds vote 
at Annual Conference. Resolutions and ap-
peals submitted after the March 15 deadline 
will be referred to the appropriate body for 
consideration at next year’s conference. The 
Rev. Ken Nelson said late resolutions used to 
cause confusion and a rush to vote without 
the body having time to adequately consider 
them, necessitating the change.

Delegates to General and Jurisdictional 
conferences

As is done every four years, this June An-
nual Conference members will elect delegates 
for the 2020 General and Southeastern Juris-
dictional conferences.

General Conference is the global UMC’s 
quadrennial legislative gathering, set for May 
5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, where United 
Methodist representatives from all over the 
world examine, discuss, pray, debate and 
eventually determine a host of key legislative 
issues that will become church law for the 
next four years.

Jurisdictional Conference, set for July 15-
18, 2020, at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, 
is held every four years primarily to elect 
bishops, but also has various other tasks, 
such as making rules and regulations for the 
administration of the church’s work within 
the jurisdiction (including budgeting); estab-
lishing and electing people to jurisdictional 
boards; determining annual conference 
boundaries; appointing a committee on ap-
peals; and promoting interests of the church. 
The Southeastern Jurisdiction comprises 15 
annual conferences in the southeast.

This June, Annual Conference will elect 
16 delegates (eight clergy and eight laity) plus 
alternates to General Conference, and 16 
additional delegates (eight clergy and eight 
laity) plus alternates, who will go to Jurisdic-
tional Conference with the General Confer-
ence delegates.

More information on delegates will be in 
next month’s edition.

Voting will be electronic. South Carolina’s 
delegates to General Conference will join a 
total of 862 delegates from around the world.

Speakers
Bishop Holston will preach opening 

worship. Ordination will be preached by 
Mississippi Resident Bishop James Swanson. 
The memorial service will be preached by the 
Rev. Sara White, South Carolina’s director of 
congregational development. Bible study will 
be led by husband-and-wife team Dr. Greg 
Jones, dean and theologian at Duke Divinity 
School, and the Rev. Susan Jones, ministry 
associate at Church Transformation Minis-
tries. 

Also, a variety of speakers will keynote 
lunches and dinners hosted by various 
groups, caucuses and ministries. Most of 
this information is coming soon, though 
Lay Servant Ministries has announced its 
June 4 luncheon speaker will be the Rev. 
Ken Nelson, annual conference secretary, on 
“Kingdom Building: Laity and Clergy Work-
ing Together.”

Childcare again offered free
Childcare for babies to rising sixth grad-

ers will again be offered free to the children 
of Volunteers and Delegates of Annual 
Conference. Called the South Carolina UMC 
Kids Conference, it will be offered onsite at 

the convention center thanks to the Green-
ville District of the UMC. While their parents 
handle the business of the church, children 
will watch Scripture come alive through 
song, stories, games and activities.  This year’s 
theme will be “Traveling Stories,” with an 
emphasis on Abraham, Jesus and Paul.

Registration is required (register at https://
tinyurl.com/kidsconference2019). Volunteers 
18 or older are also requested (must have had 
Safe Sanctuary Training and a background 
check done prior to the summer). To volun-
teer, call Ruth Hughes at 864-380-8706.

Meal plan
A ticketed, cost-saving meal plan will 

again be offered, giving attendees the chance 
to purchase their meals onsite. There are 
three options for the meal plan. Option 1 
covers the entire conference (Sunday dinner, 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday lunch and 
dinner, Thursday lunch) for $132. Option 2 
allows people to purchase meals by day (Sun-
day dinner and Thursday lunch, Monday 
lunch and dinner, Tuesday lunch and dinner, 
Wednesday lunch and dinner) for $39/day. 
Option 3 allows people to purchase meals 
individually by day ($19/lunch meal and $25/
dinner meal. Explore the menus and register 
by May 17 at umcsc.org/ac2019.

Daily Advocate
As with last year and the three years prior, 

the Advocate and the South Carolina Confer-
ence will again offer the free Daily Advocate 
as an educational tool at the event to help 
attendees understand the various business, 
events and other happenings each day they 
are there.

More information on all things about  
Annual Conference can be found at umcsc.org/
ac2019.

Christian denomination. Just like a person can be Latino 
United Methodist and African-American United Methodist, 
there are countless Native American United Methodists, and 
they want to be counted, too.

“The problem is that not only do people not understand 
what Native Americans have done, but that they do not un-
derstand who we are and that we are still here. This is where 
the ‘invisible’ comes in. Most people, even some United 
Methodists, somehow think Native Americans are not 
Christians, that we do not believe in God,” said Mary Louise 
Worthy, who is on the Native American Committee.

That is why Toothe, along with other Native American 
United Methodists and the Advocacy Committee of Confer-
ence Connectional Ministries, are hosting a Native American 
Pilgrimage this spring in Rock Hill.

Set for May 17-18, the pilgrimage is a free event with 
space open to the first 100 who register. It starts that Friday 
evening at Friendship UMC, Rock Hill, then resumes at the 
church again Saturday morning. Then, attendees will travel 
by bus to the Catawba Cultural Center on the Catawba In-
dian Nation’s reservation, where they will enjoy their annual 
Yap Ye Iswa “Day of the Catawba.” There will be dancing, 
drumming, storytelling, crafts and Native foods available. 

The pilgrimage is free, although attendees will be respon-
sible for travel, food, and lodging; there are several hotel 
chains in the area. 

Toothe said the pilgrimage is an effort to bring new 
awareness to the culture and efforts of Native Americans in 

South Carolina, as well as Native American United Method-
ists. It is intentionally being held on the Catawba Reservation 
because the Catawba is the only federally recognized tribe in 
this state; there are a number of other state-recognized tribes.

“At a time when our state and our nation are wrestling 
with our diversity, The United Methodist Church has the 
opportunity to be a light and example of what it means 
to embrace our multicultural diversity as a strength. This 
is often due to the fact that we have not taken the time to 
encounter and build relationships with indigenous people,” 
said the Rev. Bernie Mazyck, Advocacy chair. “The Native 
American Pilgrimage, scheduled in May, will be an excel-
lent opportunity for United Methodists in South Carolina to 
understand and celebrate the identity of Native Americans 
often overlooked. This pilgrimage is vital to the future of our 
denomination, our state and our nation.”

Zan Tracy Pender, chair of the South Carolina Confer-
ence’s Native American Committee, said he, too, is pleased 
that the conference has continued its reconciliation efforts, 
which started with the Orangeburg pilgrimage. 

“Once again, Methodists from diverse backgrounds will 
have an opportunity to sit and watch an educational docu-
mentary together and then discussed its aspects. Unless you 
live in a particular culture, there is not always the same level 
of understanding and appreciation of the impact histori-
cal events have had on each group. We are also pleased that 
tribal representation will be present,” Pender said. “Most 
importantly, it allows a time for someone to walk a mile in 
someone else’s moccasins. It is not a time for guilt or blame, 
but simply to learn what someone experienced and how it 

has impacted their life from past to present. With that greater 
understanding and empathy, we are stronger.”

Toothe said the pilgrimage will be an encouraging, upbeat 
and interesting educational event. Attendees will hear from 
tribal leaders from around the state; see a short documentary 
“The Doctrine of Discovery: Unmasking the Denomination 
Code”; learn about the pottery, baskets and other crafts and 
artwork created by South Carolina Native Americans; and 
view the film “The Dakota 38,” about the 38 Dakota elders 
hanged in 1862.

“The movie is fascinating, but to a Native it’s heartbreak-
ing,” Toothe said, noting that most people don’t know Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln gave permission for the 38 Dakota 
elders to be hanged to punish them for not doing the things 
they were told to do—essentially, she said, not assimilating.

All are welcome. Organizers said they hope Native Amer-
ican representatives, as well as anyone interested in learning 
more about Native culture in this state, will attend. 

“For other people to learn about it makes it easier to un-
derstand the trauma we are dealing with now,” Toothe said, 
noting that while racial profiling and hate crimes toward 
African-American and other races are getting much media 
exposure, things happening to Native people are not. “We’re 
going through the same things; it’s just not publicized.

“It literally opens your eyes, and we want to open people’s 
eyes—to the way Natives have been treated and are still being 
treated.”

To register, email Toothe at rev2th@gmail.com, or visit 
www.umcsc.org. 

coordinator. “I was also aware that when 
someone is diagnosed with a physical health 
problem, the church responds with great love 
and support, but when the problem is with 
mental health, we often do not know what to 
do, so we do nothing.”

Dulaney said the goals of the conference 
are tochange that “nothing” to “something” 
by raising awareness of mental health needs, 
decreasing the stigma of mental illness 
and identifying community resources for 
churches, those dealing with mental illness 
and their caregivers. 

Dulaney, along with conference congre-
gational specialist the Rev. Cathy Joens, said 
planning for the conference began last sum-
mer, when the Health and Welfare Commit-
tee at Bethesda UMC conducted a congre-
gational needs assessment to identify health 

issues within the congregation and health 
information being requested by members.

“The committee was struck by the num-
ber of mental health issues and topics that 
came out in the survey,” Dulaney said. “We 
were also aware of the growing rate of opioid 
addiction and overdose deaths as well as the 
skyrocketing suicide rate, especially among 
young people.” 

About the same time, she said they read 
about a conference in the Hartsville District 
to address the role of the church in address-
ing such needs, which prompted them to 
organize something similar in the Upstate. 

On Aug. 16, the Hartsville District hosted 
a free mental illness symposium, “Clothed in 

My Right Mind: Mental Illness Prescriptions 
for Healing and Wholeness,” in partner-
ship with the South Carolina Department 
of Mental Health and the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness. Held at Aldersgate UMC, 
Sumter, the daylong symposium featured 
four facilitators speaking on a variety of 
mental health topics, including destigmatiz-
ing mental illness, how the church can help 
with trauma and grief, addictions and their 
relationship to mental illness and suicide 
prevention.

“This is a very, very important issue we all 
face on a daily basis, some more than others,” 
Aldersgate pastor the Rev. David Day said at 
the summer symposium, noting how mental 
illness has touched his own family. 

Dr. Robin Dease, Hartsville District su-
perintendent, said Jesus-followers often don’t 
know how to help.

“We tend to separate people who are not 
‘in their right mind,’” Dease said at the sym-
posium. “In our country, many mentally ill 
people suffer and die because of our failure to 
be in community and walk alongside them. 
Just like cancer, mental illness is a disease 
that requires treatment.”

Registration for the Anderson District 
mental health conference is open to all but 
ends March 27. 

Cost is $7 and includes lunch. 
To register: http://anderson.umcsc.org or 

call the Rev. Cathy Joens at 864-940-1893.

Want to support adults with special needs?
“My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, 
in secure homes, in undisturbed places of rest.” 

-Isaiah 32:18

We provide the highest quality of  life and greatest level 
of  independence in Christian homes for adults with special 
needs. Ways you can help:

•	 Pray	for	the	ministry
•	 Donate	money	or	

supplies

•	 Volunteer
•	 Help	spread	the	word	

about the ministry

asnm-sc@att.net | tinyurl.com/aldersgateSNM

NATIVE AMERICAN PILGRIMAGE: May event to raise awareness
From Page 1

MENTAL HEALTH: ‘We often don’t know what to do, so we do nothing’
From Page 1

Photo by Jessica Brodie
Aldersgate UMC pastor Rev. David Day talks at last summer’s Hartsville District symposium 
on mental health advocacy. The Anderson District will hold a similar conference March 30.

Page 14, April 2019 Page 1 Jumps Advocate Advocate Page 1 Jumps Page 15, April 2019

Register by
March 27.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE: S.C. delegates to GC2020 to be elected
From Page 1

What do I put 
in elder baskets or 

Harvest Hope boxes? 

Nonperishable food and other items 
are needed for the conference’s two 

mission initiatives, Native American 
elder baskets and a food drive for 

Harvest Hope Food Bank of Green-
ville. However, each mission has listed 

its most-needed items, as follows:

Elder baskets items requested:
Cans of soup

Canned vegetables and fruit
Dried beans

Laundry soap
Paper towels
Toilet paper

A small gift to lift the spirits of the 
elderly, such as a bag of peppermint 

candy, or butterscotch
More information: the Rev. Cheryl 

Toothe at rev2th@gmail.com

Harvest Hope “most-needed” items 
Canned goods (pop-top cans are pre-
ferred: meat, vegetables, fruit, tomato 
sauce, beans, soup, evaporated milk)

Dry goods (peanut butter, instant 
potatoes, cereal, oatmeal, pasta, grits, 

coffee, crackers, granola bars)
Personal/other items (baby formula, 
diapers, baby wipes, soap, shampoo, 

feminine products, toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, trash bags, paper towels)
More information: Chris Lynch at 

clynch@umcsc.org

Applications are being accepted for the 
South Carolina United Methodist Advocate’s 
annual $1,000 college scholarship.

The scholarship is for United Methodist 
students who are planning to enroll or are 
already enrolled at one of the four United 
Methodist colleges in South Carolina: Claflin 
University, Columbia College, Spartanburg 
Methodist College or Wofford College.

The scholarship for the 2019-2020 school 
year is available to students with an interest 
in business, communications or journalism.

The deadline to apply for this year’s schol-
arship is April 25.

To apply for the scholarship, send the fol-
lowing three items to the Advocate via email 
or postal mail (there is no formal applica-
tion): 

• A letter from the student sharing about 

his or her background, how the scholarship 
would help him or her in pursuing a college 
degree, and their view of the role of journal-
ism in ministry. If there is a specific financial 
need, it should be specified in the letter of 
application.

• A college transcript (or high school 
transcript if applicant is a rising freshman)

• A letter from the pastor of the ap-
plicant’s local church or a college chaplain 
confirming that the applicant is a United 
Methodist and describing the applicant’s 
participation and contributions to the church 
or to campus ministry.

Send the three items above to Jessica 
Brodie, editor of the Advocate, via email or 
postal mail by April 25: jbrodie@umcsc.
org or Advocate, 4908 Colonial Dr., Colum-
bia, SC 29203.

Advocate offers $1,000 scholarship
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Celebrating children and youth  in the UMCSC
On these next pages, the Advocate is excited to 

celebrate the artwork, articles and other min-
istry efforts done by United Methodist children 
and youth in this annual conference. Take a 

look, and be sure to send in artwork and other creations 
from children and youth in your own church. Email  
Advocate Editor Jessica Brodie at jbrodie@umcsc.org.

By Claire Walters
I am resting after a day of teaching English to children in Guatemala’s zone 18, the 

most poverty-ridden zone within this striking country. Yet, they call it Paradise. 
I pass men passed out on the sidewalks midday—I wonder why. Are they too burdened 

to carry on? Are they caught in a cycle of drowning their pain with substance abuse? I 
don’t get to know why, but I do walk among them, and Jesus walks among us. 

I see the guards lining the streets with automatic weapons and shotguns, I see too many 
stray animals to count, searching for the food and water the people around them don’t 
even have enough of themselves. I see homes that are often washed away with one small 
rainfall, homes that are made up of dirt and sheet metal. These are the homes that built 
families and memories, just as our homes do here. 

As a pampered American I look around shocked and overwhelmed. But then I hear the 
little Guatemalan girl shout, “¡Hola policico!” to the guards; they bend down and smile at 
the small child with kindness, and I see love and gentleness within the hurting.

I look down at the little brown hand clinging to mine. Her name is Mia, and she loves 
my blue eyes. I tell her that I love her silky hair. We giggle and dance and spend the day 
together. I felt her childlike, unconditional love pull me in, away from my “entering 
American adulthood” world. We were two of God’s children, learning about each other 
and loving each other’s differences. I play “futbal” with the boys and girls, some of their 
parents looking on. They wonder why we would come to their small corner of the world, 
but what they don’t know is that I see Jesus in them and their faithfulness that God will 
provide when they have hardly any worldly possessions to cling to. They teach me things 
through their faithfulness that I have never known. 

Their world looks different from ours, but this world that I live in could learn so much 
from their little corner of the world.

I look around, and in the midst of the poverty, I see Jesus. I see Jesus in Mia’s eyes. In 
the laughs of the little boy high-fiving me for scoring a goal. I see mercy and faith like I 
have never known, among the bad and the brokenness that threatens them each day. They 
have nothing to hold on to except for each other and God. Nothing shadows their faith. 

I see souls that are unclouded with worldly possessions, that cling to the ones they love 
and the One that loves them. As I walk through these streets, I see a little paradise poking 
through in the most unexpected places. 

Their world is not to be looked down upon, but rather for us to come alongside to wor-
ship the same God with and learn from and walk with in faith.

A place called Paradise

The Ascension of Jesus 
Alyssa Gottheiner, an 11th grader from Manning United Methodist Church, Manning, 
used watercolors to create this work of art, titled, “The Ascension of Jesus.”

Angels
Torrence Cabbagestalk, a youth from Mount Zion UMC, Bishopville, where the pastor 
is the Rev. Troy J. Cato, drew this piece of artwork, which he titled, “Angels.” Torrence 
is a lifelong United Methodist and loves to draw faith-related artwork.

By Thomas Walsh
I am currently a sophomore at the University of South Carolina. I was born and raised 

in the Methodist church, although baptized Lutheran because of my grandfather being a 
retired Lutheran minister, and am currently involved with the Wesley Foundation/Method-
ist Student Network at USC. 

Last spring break, more specifically in March 2018, I had the opportunity to serve on 
a mission trip to the country of Ecuador with the Methodist Student Network. Prior to 
this trip, I had never flown nor left the country, and had only served on local mission trips 
through Boy Scouts and Salkehatchie in Camden. 

When the information meeting was held for this trip in the fall of my freshman year, 
I was ecstatic to have this wonderful opportunity to show the light of Christ and love my 
neighbors that do not live in the United States. I have always been very passionate about 
service and helping others in whatever way possible, so once I heard about this trip, I 
jumped right on, figuring out how to go on it. I went to my home church of Lexington 
United Methodist Church and asked for donations to help me be able to attend this trip and 
prayers for while I was on the trip. 

Thankfully, and to no surprise, they raised the money I needed and then some, as LUMC 
is known to do. Thanks to them, I am now able to attend another trip this May to either 
Zimbabwe or Mozambique in Africa. 

As I mentioned earlier, this was my first time flying and leaving the country, so of course 
I was a little bit nervous, but knew it would be all right with God on my side. The main 
purpose of this trip was to take reading and eyeglasses to the people in Ecuador and set up 
and run an optometry clinic and fit the people there with the proper glasses. We took more 
than 2,000 pairs of glasses and saw hundreds of patients over the days we were there. We 
also assisted the local church in the small town of Misahualli and did some vacation Bible 
school activities and lessons for the children there. 

This trip was one of the most amazing trips/times of my life, and I am so thankful I was 
able to go. While there, we had no cell service and very little Wi-Fi, and this was one of the 
best things ever to happen to me. It showed me that we do not need technology or social 
media or cell phones to survive. They are merely an amenity that we are lucky enough to 
have. It was an amazing experience to be without service or Wi-Fi for a little over a week as 
I was able to form new friendships and relationships while fostering and growing the old 
ones. 

I was able to grow closer in my relationship with Christ and to grow in friendship with 
the local citizens, despite the language barrier being there, and also to show love for the 
people in Ecuador by helping run the optometry clinic and giving many people glasses so 
that they can see properly, some of them for the first time in their lives. 

This trip also made me very thankful for how blessed we are to live in a country like the 
United States where most of us don’t have to worry about drinking clean water or not being 
able to see clearly. We are truly blessed and don’t even realize it. 

As a person who wears contacts and glasses to help me see properly, I would have never 
thought of not having those things available to me before going on this trip. My hope and 
prayer for each and every one of you is that you realize how blessed you truly are, and that 
in realizing that, you go out and serve others. Whether it is domestic or abroad, service is 
an important part of our faith that Jesus taught us and places a lot of emphasis on his teach-
ings. 

The second commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself, and we should be look-
ing for opportunities to do this each and every day if we truly want to live like Christ. 

Peace in Christ. 

All through Christ
Kadence Brown, age 9, a member of Emmanuel UMC, Sumter, crafted this artwork 
inspired by Philippians 4:13, celebrating the verse, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me.”

Mission trip helps USC student 
to ‘love thy neighbor’

College student 
Thomas Walsh 

said the trip 
helped show 

love for the peo-
ple in Ecuador 

by helping run an 
optometry clinic 

and giving many 
people glasses 

so that they can 
see properly, 

some of them for 
the first time in 

their lives. 

Sophomore Thomas Walsh had the opportunity to serve on a mission trip to the country of 
Ecuador with the Methodist Student Network at USC.

Youth hold 
black history

program
The youth group at 

the historic Emmanuel 
UMC, Sumter, pre-

sented a Black History 
Program recently. Here, 
the Rev. Marvis Stewart 

and Selena Farmer 
Washington (youth 

leader) stand with the 
youth.
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By Daevis McMurphy
FLORENCE—Adults drive their cars 
through the neighborhood at 2 mph, paus-
ing at every house that has its front lights on 
to let a teenager out. We sit in the back. I am 
in the trunk, my feet dangling off the edge 
of the car. 

At our next stop I hop off and walk up 
the brick path to the front porch. On the 
steps a bag of canned food waits, and I grab 
it to add to the growing pile in the car. We 
are “Trick or Treating for Canned Goods.” 

A few years back, the youth leaders at 
Central United Methodist Church in Flor-
ence decided to have an annual food col-
lection and thought, “Why not include an 
entire neighborhood?” 

On a Saturday morning in October, we 
hang bags with explanatory notecards on 
mailboxes, inviting folks to fill and place 
them on their porch for collection the 
following evening. This year the items we 
collected benefited Lighthouse Ministries. 
Lighthouse sends a bag of food home with 
everyone who comes to them for help. 

The pantry was running low, but thanks 
to the donations we raised trick-or-treating, 
they received plenty of food to sort, process 
and pack. 

I imagine a girl around my age. She has 
ridden the bus through town and waited in 
line for the bag of food she now holds in her 
hands. It is a couple weeks after we trick or 

treated, a Saturday or Sunday maybe, but 
the fact that it is a weekend does not make 
a difference to her. Her mama is working 
a double shift waitressing, and no matter 
what, this girl needs to get food in her and 
her brother’s bellies. She walks from the bus 
stop to the crumbling apartment she calls 
home. The girl’s hand hovers above the light 
switch for a second before she remembers 
the power got cut off a couple days ago. As 
the girl heats soup on the kerosene cooker, 
her two younger brothers come bounding 
in, excited at the prospect of a hot meal. 
They dig in, and she smiles and stops to 
think: Someone went and bought this food 
for them. In her heart she sends them a 
silent thank you.

I think loving God and others is as 
simple as a can of Spaghetti O’s that is going 
to warm somebody up and keep them go-
ing. People in need realize there is a person 
behind the can, caring that they had to skip 
dinner the last couple of days and rooting 
for them as they pick their feet back up. In 
John 15:12, Jesus commands us to love oth-
ers as he himself has loved us. I invite you as 
the church, the hands and feet of Christ, to 
organize your own food collection or “Trick 
or Treat for Canned Goods,” and you will 
see how a mere can of food can be a light in 
someone’s life.

Daevis is a 13-year-old member of the 
youth group at Central UMC, Florence.

Central UMYF ‘Trick or Treat for 
Canned Goods’ helps people in need

“I think loving 
God and oth-
ers is as sim-
ple as a can 
of Spaghetti 

O’s that is 
going to warm 
somebody up 

and keep them 
going,” Daevis 

McMurphy 

Hands of God, a Poem

An early sunrise
On a painted horizon,
Majestic mountains,
Stretching to distant lands,
A whole ocean,
Wonderful waters lapping on a beach,
Each little star
That fills the navy blue sky,
Are wonders we could never hold.
Each little beauty,
And each detail,
Was specially crafted by the hands of God.
Guess what,
So were you.

Dark chasms,
In the ocean deep,
Holding mysteries,
We’ll never touch.
Astral beings,
And planets above,
Are secret riddles
We’ll never solve.
Each enigma effortlessly baffles us.
But they were touched by the hands of God,
As were you.

Forceful winds,
Of a westward tornado,
Which lifts houses,

And tears the trees
From the cold, hard ground.
Waves of steel
And seismic jerks
Rip the earth like paper.
Walls of water
Drown entire cities.
The battle with nature is a war
We will never win.
God made even those,
The most powerful forces
The earth has known.
Tornados and storms
Were made by the same hands,
That made you.

Remember this,
Every time you think you are weak,
Or ugly,
Or useless.
You have the beauty of a sunrise in your 

face.
You have the force of entire oceans in your 

mind.
You have the power of a tornado in your 

veins.
God hasn’t made a trivial thing yet,
So don’t treat yourself as such.

Abigail Padgett, age 13, youth member
Boiling Springs UMC, Lexington.

By Whitney Slack
In October, Bethany United Methodist Church, Summerville’s, youth group, As-

cend, coordinated their annual fall retreat to Camp Bob Cooper in Summerton. 
This year, Ascend invited Pisgah UMC of Aynor to join them. There were 120 

youth and adults in attendance for an amazing Christ-filled retreat.
The weekend’s theme was “Jesus Take the Wheel: Escaping Anxiety, Stress and 

Fear.” The theme of the weekend was decided based on youth requests and attempted 
to tackle one of the most difficult subjects that teens face today. 

Rachel Carter, director of student ministries at Bethany UMC, led the weekend 
with messages about anxiety, stress and fear. She encouraged students by helping 
them learn how to tackle these emotions with a biblical basis and how to help others 
who might be struggling with these issues. Throughout the entire weekend, there 
were a variety of different events and activities including worship, messy games, ser-
mons and small groups centered on the theme.

The small groups were led by college students from all over the state that had 
either been a part of the youth groups, or were students who just wanted to pour into 
youth. The small groups consisted of both Pisgah and Bethany students who were at 
first strangers, but by the end of the week were best friends. 

The retreat was very small group heavy, as Rachel spoke about the topics and 
provided small group questions that elaborated on the topic that got students talking. 
The goal was for the youth to walk away better prepared to handle the stress in their 
lives and when to ask for help. 

When asked what the best part of the weekend, answers included worship, small 
groups and, of course, the messy games. 

The retreat was closed with communion as one church family and to send the 
youth back home better prepared to handle stress. Plans are already in the works for 
next year’s retreat, and we can’t wait to see what is next in His plan!

Slack is a Bethany UMC student ministry intern.

Two youth groups come
together to tackle stress

Photos courtesy of Kelly Gottheiner

Youth for Christ
The youth at Manning UMC, Manning, have a thriving and active youth program that 
includes both service and fellowship. In the past year, they have enjoyed an escape 
room in Myrtle Beach, served a meal to Salkehatchie workers, went on their annual 
trip to Carowinds, helped at the church’s American Red Cross Blood Drive and partici-
pated in the church’s annual yard sale, where the church raised more than $1,500.  

NOTE: Churches giving 100 percent are in bold.
Churches increasing their giving over 2017 are in italics.
CL indicates a church that was closed during 2018.

Anderson District
50 out of 72 churches contributed 100%

88.8% of district apportionment contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Ann Hope 8,557.00 4,127.54 48.24%
Arial 4,192.00 4,192.00 100.00%
Bells 10,627.00 10,627.00 100.00%
Bethel/Iva 5,797.00 5,797.00 100.00%
Bethel/Pendleton 9,435.00 2,276.00 24.12%
Bethesda 63,737.00 63,737.00 100.00%
Calhoun Falls 7,600.00 7,600.00 100.00%
Central 7,821.00 7,821.00 100.00%
Chicopee 5,138.00 5,138.00 100.00%
Chiquola 6,327.00 2,412.00 38.12%
Clemson 110,263.00 110,263.00 100.00%
Dickson Memorial 23,006.00 23,006.00 100.00%
Donalds 2,434.00 1,444.00 59.33%
Double Springs 2,566.00 2,566.00 100.00%
Easley Chapel 9,001.00 9,001.00 100.00%
Ebenezer 5,055.00 4,300.00 85.06%
Emmanuel 3,981.00 1,316.00 33.06%
Fairfield	 9,340.00	 4,924.35	 52.72%
Fairview 6,806.00 6,806.00 100.00%
First/Easley 61,476.00 61,476.00 100.00%
Friendship 5,860.00 1,000.00 17.06%
Gilgal 3,509.00 3,509.00 100.00%
Golden Grove 2,176.00  -    0.00%
Grace/Abbeville 41,079.00 41,079.00 100.00%
Grace/Pickens 38,945.00 38,945.00 100.00%
Grace/Williamston 12,189.00 4,843.00 39.73%
Hebron 3,328.00  -    0.00%
Homeland Park 3,258.00 1,167.00 35.82%
Hopewell 5,086.00 5,086.00 100.00%
John Wesley/Anderson 3,532.00 3,532.00 100.00%
John Wesley/Easley 5,697.00 5,697.00 100.00%
Latimer	Memorial	 14,752.00	 12,670.00	 85.89%
Lawrence Chapel 17,748.00 17,748.00 100.00%
Liberty 11,307.00 11,307.00 100.00%
Main Street/Abbeville 30,538.00 30,538.00 100.00%
Marshall Memorial 4,220.00 4,220.00 100.00%
Moores Chapel 1,713.00  -    0.00%
Mount Bethel 5,087.00 5,087.00 100.00%
Mount Pleasant 2,635.00 2,635.00 100.00%
Mount Sinai 3,232.00 1,579.00 48.86%
Mount Zion 16,559.00 16,559.00 100.00%
New Harmony 4,039.00 4,039.00 100.00%
New Hope 13,811.00  -    0.00%
Pelzer UMC 6,137.00 1,600.00 26.07%
Pendleton 40,422.00 40,422.00 100.00%
Porter Chapel 10,123.00 5,021.00 49.60%
Robinson Chapel 11,345.00 5,000.00 44.07%
Rock Springs 2,841.00 2,841.00 100.00%
Ruhamah 6,493.00 6,493.00 100.00%
Salem 10,632.00 10,632.00 100.00%
Sandy Springs 2,542.00 2,542.00 100.00%
Sharon/Abbeville 6,760.00 6,760.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Abbeville 3,700.00 3,700.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Piedmont 20,510.00 3,527.35 17.20%
Smyrna 7,765.00 7,765.00 100.00%
St Andrew 34,221.00 34,221.00 100.00%
St James/Belton  616.00   616.00  100.00%
St John’s 88,822.00 88,822.00 100.00%
St Luke/Walhalla 29,724.00 29,724.00 100.00%
St Mark 107,660.00 107,660.00 100.00%
St Paul 5,474.00 5,474.00 100.00%
Starr 3,273.00 3,273.00 100.00%
Tabor 5,728.00 5,728.00 100.00%
Thompson Centennial 4,446.00 1,074.00 24.16%
Toxaway 2,765.00 2,765.00 100.00%
Trinity/Anderson 95,730.00 61,892.00 64.65%
Trinity/Honea Path 20,674.00 20,674.00 100.00%
Union Grove 11,747.00 11,747.00 100.00%
Westminster 6,140.00 6,140.00 100.00%
Zion/Anderson 23,674.00 23,674.00 100.00%
Zion/Easley 6,450.00 6,450.00 100.00%
Zion/Walhalla 2,558.00 2,558.00 100.00%
Anderson District Total 1,192,431 1,058,865 88.80%

Charleston District
63 out of 76 Churches Contributed 100%

90.07% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Aldersgate 29,616.00 29,631.89 100.05%
Asbury-St James 24,098.00 24,098.00 100.00%
Berea 2,378.00  -    0.00%
Bethany/Charleston 35,871.00 35,871.00 100.00%
Bethany/Summerville 242,889.00 243,289.00 100.16%
Bethel/Charleston 104,298.00 104,298.00 100.00%
Bethel/St Stephen 11,682.00 11,682.00 100.00%
Bethlehem-St James 14,996.00 14,996.00 100.00%
Boone Hill 20,468.00 8,025.00 39.21%
Cainhoy (DBA Two Rivers Cainhoy)  -    2,000.00
Centenary/Charleston 6,455.00 6,455.00 100.00%
Centenary/Moncks Corner 9,462.00 5,481.00 57.93%
Charleston Korean 16,462.00 16,462.00 100.00%
Cherokee Place 14,209.00 14,209.00 100.00% 
Cokesbury 41,001.00 41,001.00 100.00% 

Cordesville 7,380.00 5,000.00 67.75%
Ebenezer 3,680.00 3,680.00 100.00%
Eccles 3,186.00 3,186.00 100.00%
Edisto Island 13,775.00 13,775.00 100.00%
Enoch Chapel 2,683.00 2,683.00 100.00%
Epworth 19,654.00 4,915.00 25.01%
First/Isle of Palms 77,340.00 77,340.00 100.00%
Folly Beach 15,294.00 15,294.00 100.00%
Friendship 6,573.00 6,573.00 100.00%
Goose Creek 20,174.00 20,174.00 100.00%
Grace 74,854.00 74,854.00 100.00%
Greater St Paul 7,598.00 7,598.00 100.00%
Grove Hall 2,609.00 2,609.00 100.00%
Hibben 99,672.00 99,672.00 100.00%
Hood’s Chapel 4,205.00 4,205.00 100.00%
Jehovah 4,382.00 4,382.00 100.00%
Jerusalem 7,586.00 7,586.00 100.00%
John Wesley 130,841.00 75,000.00 57.32%
Joshua 14,235.00 14,235.00 100.00%
Knightsville 36,781.00 21,000.00 57.09%
Lebanon 8,098.00 8,098.00 100.00%
McClellanville 4,636.00 4,636.00 100.00%
Midland Park 19,233.00 19,233.00 100.00%
Moncks Corner 62,882.00 62,882.00 100.00%
Mount	Carmel	 19,668.00	 10,000.00	 50.84%
Mount Nebo 5,295.00 5,295.00 100.00%
Mount Zion 1,938.00 1,938.00 100.00%
Murray 14,267.00 14,267.00 100.00%
New Francis Brown 18,767.00 18,767.00 100.00%
New Hope/Jamestown 1,965.00 1,965.00 100.00%
New Hope/St Thomas 10,017.00 10,017.00 100.00%
New Hope/Summerville 8,370.00 8,370.00 100.00%
New Light 7,557.00 7,557.00 100.00%
New Webster 12,617.00 12,617.00 100.00%
North Charleston 41,120.00 41,120.00 100.00%
Ocean Grove 5,801.00  580.10  10.00%
Old Bethel 14,053.00 14,053.00 100.00%
Pinopolis 28,203.00 14,102.00 50.00%
Point Hope 24,395.00 24,395.00 100.00%
Ravenel 1,790.00 1,790.00 100.00%
Rehoboth 2,353.00 2,353.00 100.00%
Smyrna 8,462.00 8,462.00 100.00%
Spring Hill 3,026.00 3,026.00 100.00%
St Andrews Parish 38,344.00 38,344.00 100.00%
St James/Goose Creek 25,353.00 17,747.10 70.00%
St James/Jamestown 2,353.00 2,353.00 100.00%
St Mark 32,549.00 32,549.00 100.00%
St Stephen 4,336.00 4,336.00 100.00%
Stallsville 32,852.00 11,361.00 34.58%
Steward Chapel 11,523.00 11,523.00 100.00%
Trinity 27,831.00 13,915.50 50.00%
Washington 8,965.00 8,965.00 100.00%
Wesley Memorial 17,053.00 17,053.00 100.00%
Wesley/Charleston 20,512.00 20,512.00 100.00%
Wesley/Johns Island 24,898.00 24,898.00 100.00%
Wesley/Ladson 20,798.00 20,798.00 100.00%
Wesley/Pinopolis 16,451.00 16,451.00 100.00%
Wesley/Summerville 6,945.00 6,945.00 100.00%
Wesley/Yonges Island 18,424.00 18,424.00 100.00%
Wren’s Chapel  915.00   915.00  100.00%
Zion/Cross 14,239.00 14,244.00 100.04%
Zion/St Thomas 8,706.00 8,706.00 100.00%
Charleston Total 1,783,947 1,606,823 90.07%

Columbia District
55 out of 65 Churches Contributed 100%

94.51% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Asbury Memorial 47,539.00 47,539.00 100.00%
Ashland 84,843.00 84,843.00 100.00%
Bethel/Columbia 44,182.00 17,672.00 40.00%
Bethel/Winnsboro 10,095.00 10,095.00 100.00%
Beulah/Blythewood 7,339.00 7,339.00 100.00%
Beulah/Gilbert 57,616.00 50,379.00 87.44%
Bluff Road 14,842.00 14,842.00 100.00%
Boiling Springs 21,188.00 21,188.00 100.00%
Brookland 24,529.00 12,428.00 50.67%
Cayce 45,116.00 45,116.00 100.00%
Chapin 221,904.00 221,904.00 100.00%
College Place 19,554.00 4,980.40 25.47%
Columbia Korean 13,419.00 13,419.00 100.00%
Ebenezer 1,734.00 1,734.00 100.00%
Epworth Memorial  430.00   430.00  100.00%
Fair Lawn 24,031.00 24,031.04 100.00%
Faith 14,279.00 14,279.00 100.00%
First/Winnsboro 22,615.00 22,615.00 100.00%
Francis Burns 55,332.00 55,332.00 100.00%
Gilbert 12,654.00 12,654.00 100.00%
Gordon Memorial 12,974.00 12,974.00 100.00%
Grace 39,508.00 39,508.00 100.00%
Greenbrier 4,990.00 4,990.00 100.00%
Greene Street 11,555.00 11,555.00 100.00%
I. DeQuincey Newman 19,070.00 19,070.00 100.00%
Journey 49,420.00 49,420.00 100.00%
Lebanon 26,137.00 26,137.00 100.00%
Lexington 72,834.00 72,834.00 100.00%
Main Street 29,361.00 26,098.73 88.89%
McLeod 4,194.00 4,194.00 100.00%
Mill Creek 6,912.00 6,912.00 100.00%
Monticello 5,307.00 5,307.00 100.00%
Mount Hebron 92,871.00 92,871.00 100.00%
Mount Horeb 394,678.00 394,678.00 100.00%
Mount Pleasant 5,943.00 5,943.00 100.00%

Northeast 72,962.00 15,710.38 21.53%
Oak Grove 4,577.00 4,577.00 100.00%
Platt Springs 46,824.00 46,824.00 100.00%
Pond Branch 27,320.00 27,320.00 100.00%
Red Bank 40,692.00 40,692.00 100.00%
Rehoboth/Columbia 28,515.00 28,515.00 100.00%
Rehoboth/Gilbert 13,721.00 13,721.00 100.00%
Salem/Elgin 6,058.00 6,058.00 100.00%
Salem/Irmo 60,941.00 60,941.00 100.00%
Shady Grove 25,305.00 25,305.00 100.00%
Shandon 295,586.00 295,586.00 100.00%
Shiloh 17,659.00 17,659.00 100.00%
Shiloh/West Columbia 4,017.00 4,017.00 100.00%
Smyrna 3,739.00 3,739.00 100.00%
St James 4,070.00 2,035.00 50.00%
St John 4,725.00  331.00  7.01%
St Luke 2,133.00 1,252.12 58.70%
St Mark 10,971.00 10,971.00 100.00%
Suber Marshall 9,008.00 9,008.00 100.00%
Trenholm Road 177,217.00 137,296.30 77.47%
Trinity/Blythewood 93,002.00 93,002.00 100.00%
Trinity/West Columbia 27,330.00 27,330.00 100.00%
Union 147,866.00 147,866.00 100.00%
Virginia Wingard 57,057.00 57,057.00 100.00%
Washington Street 97,244.00 107,244.00 110.28%
Wesley 25,021.00 25,021.00 100.00%
Wesley Memorial 12,679.00 12,679.00 100.00%
Whaley Street 9,792.00 9,792.00 100.00%
Windsor 32,883.00 32,883.00 100.00%
Zion 1,417.00 1,417.00 100.00%
Columbia Total 2,879,326 2,721,160 94.51%

Florence District
67 out of 96 Churches Contributed 100%

87.4% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Andrews Chapel 1,170.00 1,170.00 100.00%
Asbury/Kingstree East 6,376.00 3,188.00 50.00%
Asbury/Shiloh 10,186.00 10,186.00 100.00%
Bethel/Kingstree 7,615.00 5,000.00 65.66%
Bethesda/Kingstree 16,713.00 17,013.00 101.80%
Bethlehem/Jordan 6,244.00 6,244.00 100.00%
Bethlehem/Pamplico 11,574.00 11,574.00 100.00%
Bethsaida 6,251.00 6,251.00 100.00%
Bowers Chapel 4,480.00 1,933.00 43.15%
Browns Chapel 2,559.00  66.00  2.58%
Cades 3,556.00 3,556.00 100.00%
Cameron 5,650.00 5,650.00 100.00%
Cedar Swamp 2,568.00 2,568.00 100.00%
Central 247,939.00 247,939.00 100.00%
Cumberland 37,783.00 37,783.00 100.00%
Dawsey 5,533.00 2,863.00 51.74%
Earle 2,625.00 1,193.00 45.45%
Ebenezer 16,756.00 16,756.00 100.00%
Elijah 9,581.00 3,018.00 31.50%
Elim 3,236.00 3,236.00 100.00%
Faith 5,180.00 5,180.00 100.00%
First/Hemingway 13,948.00 13,948.00 100.00%
Friendship/Florence 8,657.00 8,591.38 99.24%
Friendship/Kingstree 21,356.00 21,356.04 100.00%
Good Hope 6,450.00 4,193.00 65.01
Greeleyville 4,110.00 4,110.00 100.00%
Hebron 7,344.00 7,344.00 100.00%
Highland Park 64,049.00 64,049.00 100.00%
Jeremiah 5,898.00 5,898.00 100.00%
Jerusalem 4,833.00 4,833.00 100.00%
Johnsonville 9,447.00 9,447.00 100.00%
Jordan 4,665.00 4,665.00 100.00%
Kennedyville 3,877.00 1,000.00 25.79%
Kingstree 35,416.00 15,253.00 43.07%
Lake City 46,049.00 46,049.00 100.00%
Lake Point 3,087.00 3,087.00 100.00%
Lane 4,507.00 4,507.00 100.00%
Lewis Chapel 18,749.00 18,749.00 100.00%
Liberty Chapel 13,083.00 13,083.00 100.00%
Long Branch 3,224.00 3,224.00 100.00%
Lynchburg 3,267.00 3,267.00 100.00%
Manning 53,329.00 53,329.00 100.00%
Millwood 2,581.00 2,581.00 100.00%
Mount Beulah 14,503.00  758.00  5.23%
Mount Seal 5,101.00 5,101.00 100.00%
Mount	Vernon	 9,422.00	 8,455.00	 89.74%
Mount Zion/Florence 10,056.00 10,056.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Kingstree 31,220.00 31,220.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Timmonsville 8,443.00  -    0.00%
Nazareth 7,405.00 7,405.00 100.00%
New Haven 7,040.00 4,500.00 63.92%
New Zion 10,648.00 10,648.00 100.00%
Ninevah 2,122.00  -    0.00%
Old Johnsonville 5,580.00 5,580.00 100.00%
Pamplico 6,198.00 6,198.00 100.00%
Paxville 3,679.00 3,679.00 100.00%
Pergamos 2,594.00 2,594.00 100.00%
Pine Grove 8,869.00 8,869.00 100.00%
Pine Grove 9,361.00 9,361.00 100.00%
Pinewood 2,542.00 2,542.00 100.00%
Pisgah 23,781.00 23,781.00 100.00%
Prospect 6,477.00 6,477.00 100.00%
Quinby 7,579.00 7,579.00 100.00%
Salem/Florence 17,546.00 17,546.00 100.00%
Salem/Timmonsville 7,444.00 7,444.00 100.00%
Scranton 7,758.00 7,758.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Turbeville 7,903.00 7,903.00 100.00%
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St John/Lake City 8,185.00 8,185.00 100.00% 
St John/Scranton 4,220.00 4,220.00 100.00%
St John/Shiloh 5,409.00 5,409.00 100.00%
St Luke/Kingstree 9,199.00 6,000.00 65.22%
St Luke/Lake City 4,637.00 4,637.00 100.00%
St Luke/Lynchburg 2,957.00  -    0.00%
St Luke/Timmonsville 5,711.00 5,711.00 100.00%
St Mary 5,932.00 1,000.00 16.86%
St Michael 11,013.00 4,000.00 36.32%
St Paul/Coward 4,119.00 4,119.00 100.00%
St Paul/Elliott 9,218.00 9,218.00 100.00%
St Paul/Florence 55,541.00 35,705.00 64.29%
St Paul/Kingstree 25,175.00 25,175.00 100.00%
St Paul/Morrisville 5,055.00 5,055.00 100.00%
St Paul/Wisacky 2,704.00  -    0.00%
Summerton 16,296.00 1,120.00 6.87%
Suttons 2,731.00 2,731.00 100.00
Tabernacle 10,814.00  -    0.00%
Trinity/Lynchburg 3,312.00  971.46  29.33%
Trinity/New Zion 7,171.00 7,171.00 100.00%
Trio 2,381.00  -    0.00%
Union/Hemingway 9,024.00 9,024.00 100.00%
Union/Manning 6,582.00 6,582.00 100.00%
Vox Memorial 3,150.00 3,150.00 100.00%
Warren Chapel 2,561.00  500.00  19.52%
Wesley Chapel/Lake City 21,256.00 21,256.00 100.00%
Wesley/Florence 9,819.00 9,819.00 100.00%
Wilson Chapel 4,188.00  -    0.00%
Zoar 3,890.00  -    0.00%
Florence Total 1,237,022 1,081,143 87.40%

Greenville District
46 out of 66 Churches Contributed 100%

88.03% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Advent 142,854.00 142,854.00 100.00%
Aldersgate 86,339.00 86,339.00 100.00%
Allen View 4,421.00  -    0.00%
Antioch 4,649.00 4,649.04 100.00%
Augusta Road 18,969.00 18,969.00 100.00%
Berea Friendship 22,976.00 2,500.00 10.88%
Bethel/Greer 7,945.00 7,945.00 100.00%
Bethel/Simpsonville 7,950.00 7,950.00 100.00%
Bethel/West Greenville 5,767.00  -    0.00%
Bethlehem 5,303.00 5,303.00 100.00%
Bramlett	 12,403.00	 	-				 0.00%
Brandon 3,075.00 3,075.00 100.00%
Buncombe Street 352,608.00 352,608.00 100.00%
Christ 7,018.00 2,879.80 41.03%
Covenant 220,733.00 220,733.00 100.00%
Dacusville 7,414.00 6,178.30 83.33%
Dials 7,839.00 7,839.00 100.00%
Disciples 28,963.00 19,453.00 67.17%
Ebenezer 7,405.00 7,405.00 100.00%
Emma Gray Memorial 15,119.00 1,511.90 10.00%
Faith 6,309.00 6,309.00 100.00%
Fews Chapel 7,188.00 7,188.00 100.00%
Francis Asbury 11,001.00 11,001.00 100.00%
Grace/Greer 18,850.00 18,850.00 100.00%
Gray Court 2,795.00 1,164.55 41.67%
Green Pond 12,790.00 12,790.00 100.00%
Hopewell 16,766.00 16,766.00 100.00%
Jackson Grove 4,323.00 4,323.00 100.00%
John Wesley 18,171.00 18,171.00 100.00%
Laurel Creek 5,014.00 5,014.00 100.00%
Laurens Road 10,605.00  -    0.00%
Lebanon 3,908.00 1,939.00 49.62%
Lee Road 46,051.00 46,051.00 100.00%
Liberty Hill 8,462.00 8,462.00 100.00%
Mauldin 139,660.00 139,660.00 100.00%
McBee Chapel 1,941.00 1,941.00 100.00%
Memorial 72,768.00 72,768.00 100.00%
Minus Chapel 1,058.00  495.00  46.79%
Monaghan 6,986.00 6,986.00 100.00%
Mountain View 16,730.00 16,730.00 100.00%
New Saint Luke 5,354.00 5,354.00 100.00%
Northside 23,783.00 2,508.00 10.55%
Oak Hill 6,872.00 3,040.00 44.24%
Owings 2,066.00 2,066.00 100.00%
Piedmont 19,199.00 19,199.00 100.00%
Piedmont Park 3,904.00 3,904.00 100.00%
Pisgah/Fork Shoals 5,010.00 5,010.00 100.00%
Salem 17,121.00 17,121.00 100.00%
Sharon/Greer 32,157.00 32,157.00 100.00%
Shiloh 3,888.00 3,888.00 100.00%
Simpsonville 106,120.00 65,530.00 61.75%
Slater 6,122.00 6,122.00 100.00%
St John/Greenville 2,475.00 2,475.00 100.00%
St	Mark/Greenville	 14,383.00	 8,530.00	 59.31%
St Mark/Taylors 45,917.00 45,917.00 100.00%
St	Matthew/Greenville	 75,176.00	 24,876.00	 33.09%
St Matthew/Taylors 11,921.00 11,921.00 100.00%
St Paul/Greenville 22,998.00 22,998.00 100.00%
St Paul/Greer 4,981.00 4,981.00 100.00%
Travelers Rest 35,712.00 35,712.00 100.00%
Trinity/Fountain Inn 32,392.00 29,692.63 91.67%
Trinity/Gray Court 4,357.00 4,357.00 100.00%
Victor 9,021.00 9,021.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel 15,373.00 4,989.00 32.45%
Wood’s Chapel 6,544.00  -    0.00%
Zoar 8,592.00 8,592.00 100.00%
Greenville Total 1,902,564 1,674,761 88.03%

Greenwood District
62 out of 80 Churches Contributed 100%

90.18% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Aldersgate 13,739.00 10,259.00 74.67%
Belvedere 11,865.00 9,598.25 80.90%
Bethany 11,620.00 11,620.00 100.00%
Bethlehem/Saluda 7,131.00 7,131.00 100.00%
Branch Hill 2,196.00 2,196.00 100.00%
Broad Street 48,752.00 48,752.40 100.00%
Butler 6,412.00 6,412.00 100.00%
Cambridge 13,372.00 6,795.00 50.82%
Capers Chapel/Langley 3,282.00 1,075.00 32.75%
Capers Chapel/Pomaria 3,669.00 3,669.00 100.00%
Central/Laurens 3,844.00 3,844.00 100.00%
Central/Newberry 57,641.00 57,641.00 100.00%
Cokesbury 4,220.00 1,500.00 35.55%
Ebenezer/Greenwood 3,494.00 3,494.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Newberry 4,505.00 4,505.00 100.00%
Edgefield 21,498.00 21,498.00 100.00%
Emory 7,339.00 7,339.00 100.00%
Epting Memorial 9,061.00 9,061.00 100.00%
Epworth 5,711.00 2,191.00 38.36%
First/Laurens 35,691.00 35,691.00 100.00%
Grace 145,939.00 133,739.01 91.64%
Harmony/Johnston 18,406.00 18,406.00 100.00%
Harmony/Ware Shoals 4,087.00 4,087.00 100.00%
Harris 8,554.00 8,554.00 100.00%
Hodges 10,961.00 10,961.00 100.00%
Hopewell 2,303.00 2,303.00 100.00%
Johnston 16,121.00 4,030.25 25.00%
Kinards 5,565.00 5,565.00 100.00%
Kings Chapel 1,976.00 1,976.00 100.00%
Langley 13,722.00 3,333.25 24.29%
Lebanon 2,679.00 2,679.00 100.00%
Leesville 38,033.00 38,033.00 100.00%
Lewis Memorial 13,443.00 13,443.00 100.00%
Lowell Street 16,516.00 10,371.00 62.79%
Lupo Memorial 8,014.00 8,014.00 100.00%
Main	Street/Greenwood 104,735.00 67,998.51 64.92%
Martha Chapel 1,533.00 1,533.00 100.00%
Mathews	 9,599.00	 6,446.00	 67.15%
Mays 3,975.00  400.00  10.06%
McCormick 29,738.00 29,738.00 100.00%
McKendree 4,819.00 1,696.00 35.19%
Mount Bethel 8,238.00 8,238.00 100.00%
Mount	Carmel/Greenwood 3,833.00 3,265.00 85.18%
Mount Carmel/Ninety Six 1,888.00  300.00  15.89%
Mount Lebanon 10,873.00 10,873.00 100.00%
Mount Pleasant 10,876.00 10,876.00 100.00%
Nazareth 10,704.00 10,704.00 100.00%
New Chapel 2,712.00 2,712.00 100.00%
New Hope 7,407.00 7,407.00 100.00%
O’Neal Street 5,903.00 5,903.00 100.00%
Panola 7,728.00 7,728.00 100.00%
Pentecost 5,158.00 5,158.00 100.00%
Rehoboth 13,767.00 13,767.00 100.00%
Republican 6,551.00 6,551.00 100.00%
Ridge Spring 2,047.00 2,047.00 100.00%
Sandy Springs 3,096.00  300.00  9.69%
Sharon/Kinards 1,666.00 1,666.00 100.00%
Shiloh 6,829.00 6,829.00 100.00%
Soule Chapel 5,753.00 5,753.00 100.00%
Spann 2,420.00 2,420.00 100.00%
Springdale 4,078.00 4,078.00 100.00%
St James 19,687.00 19,687.00 100.00%
St John/Graniteville 20,396.00 20,396.00 100.00%
St John’s/Batesburg 20,862.00 12,288.00 58.90%
St Mark 119,216.00 119,216.00 100.00%
St Paul/Ninety Six 19,828.00 19,828.00 100.00%
St Paul/Plum Branch 2,716.00 2,716.00 100.00%
St Paul/Saluda 31,800.00 31,800.00 100.00%
Tranquil 23,172.00 23,172.00 100.00%
Trenton 4,955.00 4,955.00 100.00%
Trinity/Greenwood 4,595.00 4,595.00 100.00%
Trinity/Newberry 11,262.00 11,262.00 100.00%
Troy 9,282.00 9,282.00 100.00%
Vaucluse 4,931.00 4,931.00 100.00%
Ware Shoals 6,437.00 6,437.00 100.00%
Warrenville 4,786.00 4,786.00 100.00%
Waterloo 8,068.00 8,068.00 100.00%
Wightman 44,647.00 44,647.00 100.00%
Zion 19,516.00 19,516.00 100.00%
Zoar 5,872.00 5,872.00 100.00%
Greenwood Total 1,239,315 1,117,607 90.18%

Hartsville District
79 out of 102 Churches Contributed 100%

85.91% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Aldersgate 63,372.00 63,372.00 100.00%
Antioch 6,269.00 6,269.00 100.00%
Ashland 1,764.00  882.00  50.00%
Bethel/Bethune 6,058.00 6,058.00 100.00%
Bethel/Cheraw 8,552.00 8,552.00 100.00%
Bethel/Oswego 27,724.00 27,724.00 100.00%
Bethel/Ruby 1,428.00 1,428.00 100.00%
Bethel/W. Darlington 5,267.00 2,633.50 50.00%
Bethesda 2,784.00  -    0.00%
Bethlehem/Bishopville 31,296.00 20,165.56 64.43%
Bethlehem/Hartsville 9,756.00 9,756.00 100.00%
Beulah 3,934.00 3,934.00 100.00%
Camden First 18,646.00 18,646.00 100.00%

Centenary 10,811.00 10,811.00 100.00%
Clark 8,054.00 8,054.00 100.00%
Concord 3,558.00 3,558.00 100.00%
Dalzell 11,485.00 11,485.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Lamar 3,087.00 3,087.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Ruby 3,775.00 3,775.00 100.00%
Elim 5,892.00 5,892.00 100.00%
Emmanuel/E Camden 8,375.00  697.91  8.33%
Emmanuel/Sumter 11,174.00 11,174.00 100.00%
Epworth 8,100.00 8,100.00 100.00%
First/Cheraw 37,179.00 37,179.00 100.00%
Fork Creek 7,725.00 7,725.00 100.00%
Friendship 4,293.00 4,293.00 100.00%
Good Hope Wesley Chapel 10,570.00 10,570.00 100.00%
Hebron/Bishopville 7,536.00 7,536.00 100.00%
Hebron/McBee Charge 1,990.00  -    0.00%
Hopewell 3,223.00 3,223.00 100.00%
Indian Branch 7,021.00 7,021.00 100.00%
Jefferson 7,753.00 7,753.00 100.00%
John Wesley 5,782.00 5,782.00 100.00%
Kellybell 2,592.00 2,592.00 100.00%
Kingsville 5,361.00 5,361.00 100.00%
Lamar 19,065.00 19,065.00 100.00%
Lyttleton Street 107,875.00 107,875.00 100.00%
McBee 2,810.00 2,810.00 100.00%
McLeod Chapel 3,398.00 3,398.00 100.00%
Mechanicsville 25,188.00 5,980.00 23.74%
Mount Beulah 3,777.00 3,777.00 100.00%
Mount Croghan 1,346.00 1,346.00 100.00%
Mount Elon 2,188.00 2,188.00 100.00%
Mount Joshua 1,675.00  808.32  48.26%
Mount Moriah 6,831.00 6,831.00 100.00%
Mount Olivet 5,374.00 5,374.00 100.00%
Mount Prospect 1,823.00 1,823.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Bishopville 7,664.00 7,664.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Cheraw 2,801.00 2,801.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Sumter 10,505.00 10,505.00 100.00%
New Haven 7,322.00 2,800.00 38.24
New Hope 3,125.00 3,125.00 100.00%
New Market 10,883.00 10,883.00 100.00%
New Providence 11,949.00 9,814.00 82.13%
Newman Swamp 4,004.00 4,004.00 100.00%
Oro 13,287.00  -    0.00%
Pageland 6,350.00 6,350.00 100.00%
Pleasant Grove 7,084.00 7,084.00 100.00%
Prospect 5,930.00 5,930.00 100.00%
Rock Spring 2,334.00 1,179.00 50.51%
Salem/Pageland 9,314.00 3,000.00 32.21%
Sandy Bluff 3,414.00 3,414.00 100.00%
Sandy Grove/Bethune 3,136.00 3,136.00 100.00%
Sandy Grove/Jefferson 3,326.00 3,326.00 100.00%
Sandy Grove/Lamar 4,743.00 4,743.00 100.00%
Shepherd 4,905.00 4,905.00 100.00%
Shiloh/ Lugoff 1,763.00 1,763.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Chesterfield 20,905.00 20,905.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Darlington 12,371.00 5,500.00 44.46%
Springhill 7,492.00  -    0.00%
St James/Darlington 13,951.00 5,575.00 39.96%
St James/Sumter 14,742.00 2,546.00 17.27%
St John/Darlington 17,413.00 17,413.00 100.00%
St John/Rembert 4,936.00 4,936.00 100.00%
St John/Sumter 13,222.00 10,842.00 82.00%
St John’s/Lugoff 41,945.00 41,945.00 100.00%
St Luke 95,423.00 95,423.00 100.00%
St Mark/ Sumter (Salterstown) 18,026.00 18,026.00 100.00%
St Mark/Oswego 2,974.00 2,974.00 100.00%
St	Mark’s/	Sumter	(Broad	Street)	 16,453.00 4,772.67 29.01%
St Matthew/Bishopvile 9,873.00 9,873.00 100.00%
St Matthews/E. Camden 10,972.00 10,972.00 100.00%
St Paul/Camden 12,318.00 12,318.00 100.00%
St Paul/Chesterfield 17,305.00 17,305.00 100.00%
St Peter 1,127.00 1,127.00 100.00%
Tabernacle 4,808.00 4,808.00 100.00%
Trinity/Darlington 43,926.00 12,688.04 28.89%
Trinity/Sumter 91,277.00 78,311.00 85.79%
Union 12,875.00 12,875.00 100.00%
Unity 11,176.00 11,217.00 100.37%
Wesley Chapel/Darlington 10,634.00  -    0.00%
Wesley Chapel/Lydia 14,825.00 14,825.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel/Chesterfield 2,583.00 2,583.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel/Jefferson 2,116.00 2,116.00 100.00%
Wesley Memorial 3,629.00 3,629.00 100.00%
Wesley/Cheraw 5,728.00 5,728.00 100.00%
Wesley/Hartsville 45,188.00 45,188.00 100.00%
Wilkes Chapel 1,749.00  334.00  19.10%
Zion/Lamar Circuit 2,545.00 2,545.00 100.00%
Zion/Pageland 10,596.00 10,596.00 100.00%
Zoar/Chesterfield 10,365.00 10,365.00 100.00%
Zoar/Pageland 3,057.00 3,057.00 100.00%
Hartsville Total 1,275,900 1,096,108 85.91%

Marion District
67 out of 93 Churches Contributed 100%

87.36% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Aaron Temple 5,793.00 5,793.00 100.00%
Andrews Chapel 1,040.00  10.00  0.96%
Antioch/Bennettsville 4,862.00 4,862.00 100.00%
Antioch/Conway 3,382.00 3,382.00 100.00%
Asbury 2,346.00 2,346.00 100.00%
Aynor 22,168.00 11,083.98 50.00%
Belin Memorial 198,577.00 198,577.00 100.00%
Berea 4,370.00 4,370.00 100.00%
Bethel/Bennettsville 4,088.00 4,088.00 100.00%
Bethel/Georgetown 3,028.00 3,028.00 100.00%

Bethel/Marion 5,786.00 1,250.00 21.60%
Beulah/Dillon Parish 1,447.00 1,447.00 100.00%
Beulah/Mullins Charge 2,704.00 2,704.00 100.00%
Bowling Green 5,453.00 5,453.00 100.00%
Boykin 2,915.00 2,915.00 100.00%
Brown Chapel 2,732.00 2,732.00 100.00%
Brown Swamp 12,358.00 12,358.00 100.00%
Camp Swamp 7,484.00 7,484.00 100.00%
Centenary/Conway 8,342.00 8,342.00 100.00%
Centenary/Marion 3,185.00 3,185.00 100.00%
Center 2,725.00 2,096.00 76.92%
Central/Marion 2,980.00 2,980.00 100.00%
Christ 184,167.00 180,797.98 98.17%
Christ/Bennettsville 13,218.00 13,218.00 100.00%
Duncan Memorial 60,500.00 60,500.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Bennettsville Cr 4,985.00 4,985.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Loris Charge 3,325.00 3,325.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Marlboro Charge 4,031.00 4,031.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Tatum 4,415.00 4,415.00 100.00%
First/Bennettsville	 29,396.00	 19,300.00	 65.66%
First/Conway 69,719.00 14,389.94 20.64%
First/Loris 21,623.00  759.58  3.51%
First/Marion 43,996.00 43,996.00 100.00%
First/Myrtle Beach 168,867.00 168,867.00 100.00%
Heaven Gate 2,954.00 1,604.02 54.30%
Hebron/Tatum Charge 2,743.00 2,743.00 100.00%
Herbert Memorial 25,562.00 25,562.00 100.00%
Hopewell/Mullins 2,429.00 2,429.00 100.00%
Joseph B. Bethea 5,571.00 3,572.00 64.12%
Lake View 4,490.00 4,490.00 100.00%
Latta 23,251.00 23,251.00 100.00%
Level Green 4,873.00 4,873.00 100.00%
Little River 67,038.00 67,038.00 100.00%
Macedonia 33,800.00 33,800.00 100.00%
Main Street/Dillon 41,222.00 41,222.00 100.00%
Main Street/McColl 9,741.00 7,527.00 77.27%
Manning Chapel 1,956.00 1,956.00 100.00%
McCoy Chapel 4,259.00 4,259.00 100.00%
Mount Andrew 4,257.00 4,257.00 100.00%
New El Bethel 4,474.00 4,474.00 100.00%
New Holly 2,446.00 2,446.00 100.00%
New Hope 1,636.00 1,636.00 100.00%
Nichols 4,768.00 2,613.00 54.80%
Oak Grove/Georgetown 2,792.00 2,792.00 100.00%
Oak Grove/Wallace 3,510.00 3,510.00 100.00%
Oakland 5,853.00  500.00  8.54%
Old Clio 2,004.00 2,004.00 100.00%
Parnassus 4,158.00 4,158.00 100.00%
Pine Grove 2,145.00 1,271.00 59.25%
Pisgah 17,261.00 17,261.00 100.00%
Pleasant Grove 2,723.00 2,723.00 100.00%
Pleasant Hill/Mullins 2,677.00 2,677.00 100.00%
Pleasant Hill/Wallace 3,573.00 1,786.00 49.99%
Poplar 6,405.00 1,500.00 23.42%
Rehoboth 8,561.00 8,561.00 100.00%
Salem 8,034.00 8,034.00 100.00%
Sampit 2,716.00 2,716.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Bennettsvile P 3,939.00 3,939.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Bennettsville	 4,210.00	 1,432.50	 34.03%
Shiloh/Marion 12,277.00 12,277.00 100.00%
Shiloh/Mullins Charge 2,704.00 2,704.00 100.00%
Smyrna/Bennettsvile	C	 4,988.00	 2,024.00	 40.58%
Smyrna/Bennettsvile P 3,800.00 3,800.00 100.00%
Socastee 43,868.00 43,868.00 100.00%
Springville 2,314.00 2,314.00 100.00%
St James 5,848.00 2,705.00 46.26%
St Luke 3,160.00 3,160.00 100.00%
St	Michael	 4,332.00	 	600.00		 13.85%
St	Paul’s	Waccamaw	 62,193.00	 58,306.20	 93.75%
St Phillip 3,674.00 3,674.00 100.00%
St Stephen 4,451.00  103.00  2.31%
Surfside 83,899.00 42,559.60 50.73%
Tranquil 3,342.00 3,342.00 100.00%
Trinity/Bennettsville 10,216.00 10,216.00 100.00%
Trinity/Andrews 35,179.00 35,179.00 100.00%
Trinity/Clio 11,929.00 3,660.48 30.69%
Trinity/Conway 71,762.00 71,762.00 100.00%
Trinity/N. Myrtle Beach 54,438.00 54,438.00 100.00%
Union/Conway 25,639.00 25,639.00 100.00%
Union/Lake View 3,027.00  627.26  20.72%
Wampee 2,818.00 2,818.00 100.00%
Wayne 17,916.00  700.00  3.91%
Zoan 4,241.00 4,241.00 100.00%
Marion Total 1,722,053 1,504,405 87.36%

Orangeburg District
81 out of 91 Churches Contributed 100%

94.02% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Andrew Chapel 9,097.00 9,097.00 100.00%
Barnwell 19,625.00 6,640.00 33.83%
Bethel Park 19,697.00 19,697.00 100.00%
Bethel/Bamberg 4,668.00 4,668.00 100.00%
Bethel/Jackson 10,791.00 10,791.00 100.00%
Bethel at Peachtree Rock 5,299.00 5,299.00 100.00%
Bethel/Rowesville 3,143.00 3,143.00 100.00%
Bethlehem 4,423.00 4,423.00 100.00%
Beulah/ Sandy Run 19,887.00 19,887.00 100.00%
Blackville 1,963.00 1,963.00 100.00%
Branchville 8,941.00 8,941.00 100.00%
Calvary/Swansea 9,012.00 9,012.00 100.00%
Canaan/Cope 4,993.00 4,993.00 100.00%
Cattle Creek 2,782.00 2,782.00 100.00%
Cedar Grove 4,385.00 4,385.00 100.00%
Central 1,785.00  -    0.00%

Claflin 3,274.00 3,274.00 100.00%
Clinton 10,949.00 10,949.00 100.00%
East Bethel 2,606.00 2,606.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Bowman 8,446.00 8,446.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Orange Cir 6,369.00 6,369.00 100.00%
Edisto Fork 14,898.00 14,898.00 100.00%
Elloree 10,768.00 10,768.00 100.00%
Eutawville 6,404.00 6,404.00 100.00%
Forest Chapel 2,802.00 2,802.00 100.00%
Franklin 9,283.00 9,283.00 100.00%
Gerizim 2,694.00 2,694.00 100.00%
Holly Hill 28,451.00 28,451.00 100.00%
Jericho 8,094.00 8,094.00 100.00%
Jerusalem 10,649.00 10,649.00 100.00%
Kearse  904.00   904.00  100.00%
Lebanon 9,697.00 9,697.00 100.00%
Limestone 4,334.00 1,995.00 46.03%
Livingston 7,938.00 7,938.00 100.00%
Main Street/Bamberg 4,690.00 4,690.00 100.00%
Mayes Chapel 3,371.00 3,371.00 100.00%
Mizpah 1,284.00 1,284.00 100.00%
Mount Carmel 11,622.00 11,622.00 100.00%
Mount Nebo 3,059.00 3,059.00 100.00%
Mount Zion/Bamberg Cir 6,908.00 6,910.00 100.03%
Mount Zion/Sandy Run 6,694.00 6,694.00 100.00%
Neeses 2,450.00 2,450.00 100.00%
New Covenant 20,982.00 11,500.00 54.81%
New Hope 4,165.00 4,165.00 100.00%
New Light 14,362.00 14,362.00 100.00%
North 8,681.00 8,681.00 100.00%
North Orangeburg 26,568.00 26,568.00 100.00%
Norway New Beginning 16,512.00 7,865.00 47.63%
Oak Grove 1,906.00 1,906.00 100.00%
Orange Grove 8,589.00 8,589.00 100.00%
Pelion 6,768.00 5,042.00 74.50%
Pine Hill 6,066.00 6,066.00 100.00%
Pineville 5,658.00 5,658.00 100.00%
Pleasant Hill 5,483.00 5,483.00 100.00%
Prospect 4,334.00 4,334.00 100.00%
Providence/Providence 21,320.00 21,320.00 100.00%
Salem 1,147.00 1,147.00 100.00%
Salley 2,125.00 2,125.00 100.00%
Shady Grove 7,145.00 7,145.00 100.00%
Sharon/Pelion 5,320.00 5,320.00 100.00%
Silas 6,448.00 6,448.00 100.00%
Siloam 2,324.00  500.00  21.51%
Springfield 5,659.00 5,659.00 100.00%
St Andrews 47,560.00 47,560.00 100.00%
St John/Aiken 226,822.00 226,822.00 100.00%
St John/Norway 8,557.00 8,557.00 100.00%
St John/Orange Cir 1,972.00 1,972.00 100.00%
St John/Orangeburg 6,335.00 6,335.00 100.00%
St John/Orangeburg Cr 3,463.00 3,463.00 100.00%
St Mark 21,160.00 21,160.00 100.00%
St Paul/New Ellenton 19,945.00 6,145.98 30.81%
St Paul/Orangeburg 28,869.00 24,796.00 85.89%
St	Paul/St	Matthews	 19,515.00	 10,226.00	 52.40%
St Stephen/Bowman 7,201.00 7,201.00 100.00%
St Stephen/Orangeburg 19,346.00 19,346.00 100.00%
Swansea 8,994.00 8,994.00 100.00%
Target 7,987.00 7,987.00 100.00%
Trinity/Aiken 37,078.00 37,078.00 100.00%
Trinity/Bamberg 31,612.00 31,612.00 100.00%
Trinity/North 2,347.00 2,347.00 100.00%
Trinity/Orangeburg 37,266.00 37,266.00 100.00%
Union 8,233.00 8,233.00 100.00%
Wagener 8,775.00 8,775.00 100.00%
Wesley 6,328.00 6,328.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel/Calhoun 6,052.00 6,052.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel/Jackson 5,103.00 5,103.00 100.00%
Wesley Grove 4,679.00 4,679.00 100.00%
West Bethel 5,444.00 5,444.00 100.00%
White House 5,900.00 5,900.00 100.00%
Wightman 6,207.00 6,207.00 100.00%
Williston 8,821.00 8,821.00 100.00%
Orangeburg District Total 1,102,262 1,036,315 94.02%

Rock Hill District
64 out of 69 Churches Contributed 100%

93.7% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Adnah 23,552.00 17,768.00 75.44%
Aldersgate 26,528.00 26,528.00 100.00%
Antioch 14,708.00 14,708.00 100.00%
Armenia 4,543.00 4,543.00 100.00%
Belair 15,406.00 15,406.00 100.00%
Bethel/Chester 20,622.00 20,622.00 100.00%
Bethel/Lancaster 3,904.00 3,904.00 100.00%
Bethel/Rock Hill 14,930.00 14,930.00 100.00%
Bethel/Rock Hill South 2,793.00 2,793.00 100.00%
Bethesda 3,473.00 3,473.00 100.00%
Camp Creek 10,726.00 10,726.00 100.00%
Canaan 6,183.00 6,183.00 100.00%
Capers Chapel 7,384.00 7,384.00 100.00%
Catawba 4,521.00 4,521.00 100.00%
Church of Good Shepherd 11,739.00 11,739.00 100.00%
Clover Chapel 2,190.00 2,190.00 100.00%
Cornerstone 17,663.00 17,663.00 100.00%
Damascus 2,796.00 2,796.00 100.00%
Ebenezer 2,744.00 2,744.00 100.00%
El Bethel 5,822.00 5,822.00 100.00%
Epworth 8,409.00 8,409.00 100.00%
First/Clover 68,054.00 68,054.00 100.00%
First/Lancaster 60,082.00 60,082.00 100.00%
Fort Lawn 3,028.00  904.66  29.88%

Friendship 16,395.00 16,395.00 100.00%
Good Samaritan 25,187.00 25,187.00 100.00%
Grace 14,577.00 14,577.00 100.00%
Grace Community 32,767.00 32,767.00 100.00%
Green Pond 5,614.00 5,614.00 100.00%
Hanging Rock 4,520.00 4,520.00 100.00%
Harmony 3,586.00 3,586.00 100.00%
Heath Chapel 2,738.00 2,738.00 100.00%
Heath Memorial 6,290.00 6,290.00 100.00%
Hopewell/Lancaster 24,017.00 24,017.00 100.00%
Hopewell/York 4,337.00 4,337.00 100.00%
India Hook 37,519.00 37,519.00 100.00%
Kings Mountain Chapel 12,234.00 12,234.00 100.00%
Lynnwood 5,570.00 5,570.00 100.00%
Mount Dearborn 6,413.00 6,413.00 100.00%
Mount Harmony 4,341.00 4,341.00 100.00%
Mount Holly 60,710.00 60,710.04 100.00%
Mount Olive 6,548.00 6,548.00 100.00%
Mount Prospect 2,958.00 2,958.00 100.00%
Mount Vernon 16,191.00 16,191.00 100.00%
New Hope/Chester 4,620.00 4,620.00 100.00%
New Hope/Rock Hill 5,410.00 1,098.00 20.30%
New Zion 5,502.00 5,502.00 100.00%
Osceola 9,228.00 9,228.00 100.00%
Philadelphia/Fort Mill 67,897.00 67,897.08 100.00%
Philadelphia/York 9,446.00 9,446.00 100.00%
Pleasant Grove 2,965.00 2,965.00 100.00%
Pleasant Hill 56,303.00 56,303.00 100.00%
Richburg 2,101.00 2,101.00 100.00%
Salem 5,021.00 5,021.00 100.00%
Shady Grove 2,814.00 2,814.00 100.00%
Sharon/Sharon 5,524.00 5,524.00 100.00%
St James 10,824.00 10,824.00 100.00%
St John/Fort Mill 60,984.00 60,984.00 100.00%
St John/Rock Hill 151,903.00 98,452.98 64.81%
St Luke 30,467.00 30,467.00 100.00%
St Paul 10,078.00 10,078.00 100.00%
Tabernacle 13,584.00 13,584.00 100.00%
Trinity 6,710.00 6,710.00 100.00%
Trinity/York 36,680.00 36,680.00 100.00%
Van Wyck 1,410.00 1,410.00 100.00%
Wesley 11,363.00 11,363.00 100.00%
Wesley Memorial 11,968.00 11,968.00 100.00%
Woodland 61,348.00 61,348.00 100.00%
Zion 25,376.00 12,688.24 50.00%
Rock Hill District Total 1,243,838 1,165,481 93.70%

Spartanburg District
62 out of 74 Churches Contributed 100%

94.31% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Aldersgate 9,228.00 9,228.00 100.00%
Allen Chapel 3,798.00 3,798.00 100.00%
Arcadia 5,175.00 5,175.00 100.00%
Asbury/Gaffney 2,674.00 2,674.00 100.00%
Beaumont 5,236.00 5,236.00 100.00%
Ben Avon 12,006.00 12,006.00 100.00%
Bethel/Spartanburg 148,563.00 136,723.05 92.03%
Bethel/Union 9,682.00 9,682.00 100.00%
Bethlehem 10,571.00 10,571.00 100.00%
Bogansville 12,690.00 12,690.00 100.00%
Buffalo	 16,313.00	 2,057.25	 12.61%
Buford Street 41,084.00 23,916.00 58.21%
Campobello 4,711.00 1,143.50 24.27%
Cannon’s Campground 47,940.00 47,940.00 100.00%
Carlisle 2,182.00 2,182.00 100.00%
Central 69,924.00 69,924.00 100.00%
Cherokee Springs 7,888.00 7,888.00 100.00%
Chesnee 7,583.00 7,583.00 100.00%
Church of the Covenant 46,286.00 46,286.00 100.00%
Cross Anchor Yarborough 2,789.00 2,789.00 100.00%
Duncan 12,138.00 12,138.00 100.00%
Duncan Acres 15,264.00 15,264.00 100.00%
Dunton 10,055.00 10,055.00 100.00%
El Bethel 7,607.00 4,563.00 59.98%
Enoree 4,735.00 4,735.00 100.00%
Fairmont 1,991.00 1,991.00 100.00%
Fingerville 1,848.00 1,848.00 100.00%
Florence Chapel 1,863.00 1,863.00 100.00%
Fosters Chapel 11,652.00 11,652.00 100.00%
Friends In Christ 9,002.00 6,497.00 72.17%
Golightly 5,613.00 2,104.85 37.50%
Grace 41,749.00 41,749.00 100.00%
Gramling 29,095.00 29,095.00 100.00%
Gravely	Memorial	 10,554.00	 4,800.00	 45.48%
Hebron 2,633.00 2,633.00 100.00%
Immanuel 7,748.00 7,748.00 100.00%
Inman 20,912.00 20,912.00 100.00%
Jacksons Grove 13,402.00 13,402.00 100.00%
Jonesville 6,473.00 6,473.00 100.00%
Landrum 26,669.00 26,669.00 100.00%
Liberty 7,490.00 7,490.00 100.00%
Liberty 4,200.00 4,200.00 100.00%
Limestone Street 8,408.00 8,408.00 100.00%
Lockhart 4,113.00 2,905.00 70.63%
Loree 2,269.00 2,269.00 100.00%
Lyman 42,799.00 42,799.00 100.00%
Mesopotamia 6,514.00 6,514.00 100.00%
Montgomery Memorial 14,827.00 14,827.00 100.00%
New Beginnings 63,592.00 63,592.00 100.00%
New Hope 6,895.00 6,895.00 100.00%
Pacolet 6,185.00 6,185.00 100.00%
Patterson Chapel 5,202.00 5,202.00 100.00%
Reidville Road 26,887.00 26,887.00 100.00%
Roebuck 8,959.00 8,959.00 100.00%
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Salem 4,799.00  900.00  18.75%
Sardis/Blacksburg 4,695.00 4,695.00 100.00%
Sardis/Union 8,051.00 8,051.00 100.00%
Silver Hill Memorial 29,070.00 29,070.00 100.00%
Skylyn 5,596.00 5,596.00 100.00%
St. Andrews 3,799.00 3,799.00 100.00%
St James 45,562.00 45,562.00 100.00%
St John 9,351.00 9,351.00 100.00%
St Luke 9,052.00 9,052.00 100.00%
St Mark 6,462.00 6,462.00 100.00%
St Paul 73,222.00 73,222.00 100.00%
Tabernacle 2,620.00 2,620.00 100.00%
Trinity/Enoree 4,764.00 4,764.00 100.00%
Trinity/Gaffney	 4,954.00	 1,940.00	 39.16%
Trinity/Spartanburg 67,371.00 67,371.00 100.00%
Unity 4,363.00 4,363.00 100.00%
Walnut Grove 20,610.00 20,610.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel 11,990.00 11,990.00 100.00%
White Stone 3,219.00 3,219.00 100.00%
Whitmire 4,630.00 3,859.00 83.35%
Spartanburg District Total 1,239,846 1,169,312 94.31%

Walterboro District
85 out of 93 Churches Contributed 100%

97.51% of District Apportionment Contributed

Church Name Apportionment  Contributed % Paid
Adnah 4,862.00 4,862.00 100.00%
Bellinger Chapel 4,598.00 2,599.00 56.52
Bethel/Green Pond  969.00   969.00  100.00%
Bethel/Harleyville 5,728.00 5,728.00 100.00%
Bethel/Ruffin 13,122.00 13,122.00 100.00%
Bethel/Smoaks 9,639.00 9,639.00 100.00%
Bethel/Walterboro 58,176.00 58,176.00 100.00%
Bluffton 46,566.00 46,566.00 100.00%
Brunson 5,072.00 3,586.90 70.72%
Buckhead 4,350.00 4,350.00 100.00%
Canaan 11,459.00 11,459.00 100.00%
Carteret Street 73,908.00 73,908.00 100.00%
Church of the Palms 39,747.00 39,747.00 100.00%

Cottageville	 4,911.00	 3,589.21	 73.09%
Cumberland 4,763.00 4,763.00 100.00%
Cypress 5,331.00 5,331.00 100.00%
Duncan Chapel 4,999.00 4,999.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Ehrhardt 3,538.00 3,538.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Ritter 3,635.00 3,635.00 100.00%
Ebenezer/Yemassee 3,717.00 3,717.00 100.00%
Estill 2,206.00 2,206.00 100.00%
First/Harleyville 12,327.00 12,327.00 100.00%
Fisher Chapel 7,894.00 7,894.00 100.00%
Friendship 4,423.00 4,423.00 100.00%
Furman 1,757.00 1,757.00 100.00%
Gillette  956.00   956.00  100.00%
Green Pond 2,236.00 2,236.00 100.00%
Grover 8,179.00 8,179.00 100.00%
Hampton 19,459.00 19,459.00 100.00%
Hardeeville 4,685.00 4,685.00 100.00%
Heaven Gate  802.00   802.00  100.00%
Hickory Hill 4,998.00 4,998.00 100.00%
Holy Trinity 2,406.00 2,406.00 100.00%
Indian Field 18,278.00 7,035.00 38.49%
Isaiah 5,326.00 5,326.00 100.00%
Jericho 9,167.00 9,167.00 100.00%
Little Swamp 4,309.00 4,309.00 100.00%
Lodge 2,451.00 2,451.00 100.00%
Macedonia 4,182.00 4,182.00 100.00%
Morris Chapel 4,855.00 4,855.00 100.00%
Mount Carmel/Estill 2,171.00 2,171.00 100.00%
Mount Carmel/Walterboro 4,020.00 4,020.00 100.00%
Mount Nebo 3,493.00 3,493.00 100.00%
Mount Pleasant  802.00   802.00  100.00%
Mount Tabor 3,886.00 3,886.00 100.00%
New Grace 16,695.00 16,695.00 100.00%
New Hope/Allendale 4,482.00 3,303.00 73.69%
New Hope/Ridgeville 4,695.00 4,695.00 100.00%
New Life 17,789.00 17,789.00 100.00%
Oak Grove/Ridgeville 4,592.00 4,592.00 100.00%
Peniel 2,103.00 2,103.00 100.00%
Port Royal 16,051.00 16,051.00 100.00%
Providence 1,743.00 1,743.00 100.00%
Red Bank 3,207.00 3,207.00 100.00%

Red Root 2,824.00 2,824.00 100.00%
Rehoboth 6,779.00 4,913.00 72.47%
Rizers Chapel 3,436.00 3,436.00 100.00%
Salem/Dorchester 7,183.00 7,183.00 100.00%
Salem/Hendersonville 7,295.00 7,295.00 100.00%
Sand Hill 14,172.00 14,172.00 100.00%
Sandy Dam 2,960.00 2,960.00 100.00%
Shady Grove 12,029.00 12,029.00 100.00%
Simpson 5,535.00 5,535.00 100.00%
Springtown 12,188.00 12,188.00 100.00%
St Andrew By-the-Sea 94,532.00 94,532.00 100.00%
St Daniel 5,067.00 5,067.00 100.00%
St George 32,057.00 32,057.00 100.00%
St James 1,162.00 1,162.00 100.00%
St John/Dorchester 5,233.00 5,233.00 100.00%
St Johns/Ruffin 2,634.00 2,634.00 100.00%
St Luke/Ehrhardt 3,284.00 3,284.00 100.00%
St Luke/Okatie 13,542.00 13,542.00 100.00%
St Mark 4,189.00 4,189.00 100.00%
St Paul/ Ridgeville 5,961.00 5,961.00 100.00%
St Paul/Ridgeland 22,609.00 22,609.00 100.00%
St Stephen 2,586.00 2,586.00 100.00%
Swallow Savannah 3,739.00 3,739.00 100.00%
Sykes Savannah 2,439.00 2,439.00 100.00%
Tabor 2,654.00 2,654.00 100.00%
Tillman 3,462.00 3,462.00 100.00%
Tobys Bluff 3,193.00 3,193.00 100.00%
Trinity/Greenpond  661.00   661.00  100.00%
Trinity/Ridgeville 7,784.00 7,784.00 100.00%
Trinity/Smoaks 1,246.00  320.00  25.68%
Trinity/St George 3,924.00 3,924.00 100.00%
Union 4,730.00 3,586.00 75.81%
Varnville 4,591.00 4,591.00 100.00%
Wesley Chapel 1,840.00 1,840.00 100.00%
Wesley Grove 3,640.00 3,640.00 100.00%
Wesley/Beaufort 11,906.00 11,906.00 100.00%
Williams 3,843.00 3,843.00 100.00%
Zion/Dorchester 5,851.00 5,851.00 100.00%
Zion/Ehrhardt  456.00   456.00  100.00%
Walterboro District Total 848,931 827,767 97.51%
CONFERENCE TOTAL 17,667,435 16,059,747 90.90%

CHURCHES PAYING 100% OF ALL APPORTIONED FUNDS
SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE - 2015 through 2017

 2016 2017 2018
 Number of Churches Number of Churches Number of Churches
DISTRICT Paying 100% Total Churches Percent Paying 100% Total Churches Percent Paying 100% Total Churches Percent
Anderson 57 74 77.0% 55 74 74.3% 50 72 69.4%
Charleston 61 76 80.3% 62 76 81.6% 63 76 82.9%
Columbia 58 66 87.9% 58 66 87.9% 55 65 84.6%
Florence 67 97  69.1% 71 97 73.2% 67 96 69.8%
Greenville 49 68 72.1% 48 68 70.6% 46 66 69.7%
Greenwood 61 83 73.5% 60 83 72.3% 62 80 77.5%
Hartsville 80 103 77.7% 82 102 80.4% 79 102 77.5%
Marion 73 93 78.5% 72 93 77.4% 67 93 72.0%
Orangeburg 79 92 85.9% 80 92 87.0% 81 91 89.0%
Rock Hill 63 69 91.3% 61 69 88.4% 64 69 92.8%
Spartanburg 62 76 81.6% 63 76 82.9% 62 74 83.8%
Walterboro 86 92 93.5% 89 93 95.7% 85 93 91.4%
TOTALS 796 989 80.5% 801 989 81.0% 781 977 79.9%

How Apportionments are Calculated
The	Conference	formula	is	designed	to	set	apportionments	using	a	method	comparing	relative	financial	
strength to calculate each church’s fair share of the total Conference budget. It uses the same criteria for every 
church.

Local Church Average Net Funds	is	a	two-year	average	of	the	total	of:		pastor	compensation;	associate	pastor	compensation;	
housing	allowances	and	amounts	paid	for	the	pastor(s)	for	housing;	pastor	and	associate(s)	accountable	reimbursements;	
pastor	and	associate(s)	other	cash	allowances;	salary	and	benefits	for	Deacons,	Diaconal	Ministers,	other	church	staff;	local	
church	programming	expenses;	and	local	church	operating	expenses.	These	are	reported	in	Table	II	of	the	year	end	Local	
Church Report to the Annual Conference in lines 48-57 for 2016 and lines 41-47 for 2017. Conference Average Net Funds is 
the	total	of	the	average	net	funds	figures	for	all	churches	in	the	Conference,	excluding	new	church	starts	and	mission	churches.

LOCAL CHURCH AVERAGE NET FUNDS
CONFERENCE AVERAGE NET FUNDS

LOCAL CHURCH APPORTIONMENT
CONFERENCE BUDGET=

2018 Budget
Receipts on Apportioned Funds

FUND 2018 Budgeted 2018 Paid % Paid
World Service 2,128,257 1,962,072 92.19
Conference Benevolences 2,369,984 2,167,854 91.47
Episcopal Fund 630,264 581,409 92.25
District Superintendent’s Salary 1,218,000 1,130,033 92.78
Equitable Salary Fund 550,000 512,116 93.11
Pens	&	Ins.	Admin/Retiree	Health	 2,000,000	 1,832,539	 91.63
District	Administration	 840,000	 775,742	 92.35
District	Parsonage/Office	 721,000	 655,658	 90.94
Senior College Scholarship Fund 1,100,000 979,901 89.08
Spartanburg Methodist College 634,838 566,839 89.29
Campus Ministry 650,000 583,789 89.81
Methodist Homes Residents’ Assistance 540,228 481,443 89.12
Camps & Retreat Ministries 328,000 306,000 93.29
Congregational	Development	 960,000	 860,791	 89.67
Conference	Administration	Fund	 1,585,650	 1,405,539	 88.64
Jurisdictional	Mission	&	Ministry	 32,554	 29,506	 90.64
General	Conference	Administration	 252,713	 223,724	 88.53
Ministerial	Education	 718,827	 639,111	 88.91
Interdenominational	Cooperation	 56,217	 50,658	 90.11
Black College Fund 286,733 256,010 89.29
Africa University Fund 64,170 59,012 91.96
APPORTIONMENT TOTAL 17,667,435 16,059,746 90.90

Extra Mile for Colleges/Homes 625,000 249,046 39.85
APPORTIONMENT + EXTRA MILE 18,292,435 16,308,792 89.16

2018 Budget
Receipts on Funds by District

 Total  Total Percent Special
District Apportioned Paid  Paid Giving
Anderson 1,192,431 1,058,865 88.80 82,868
Charleston 1,783,947 1,606,823 90.07 116.235
Columbia 2,879,326 2,721,160 94.51 181,755
Florence 1,237,022 1,081,143 87.40 131,204
Greenville 1,902,564 1,674,761 88.03 109,410
Greenwood 1,239,315 1,117,607 90.18 123,740
Hartsville 1,275,900 1,096,108 85.91 77,710
Marion 1,722,053 1,504,405 87.36 179,149
Orangeburg 1,102,262 1,036,315 94.02 118,817
Rock Hill 1,243,838 1,165,481 93.70 90,806
Spartanburg 1,239,846 1,169,312 94.31 97,480
Walterboro 848,931 827,767 97.51 97,630
Totals* 17,667,435 16,059,747 90.90 1,406,804

* DIFFERENCE TO REMITTANCE SUMMARY IS DUE TO SPECIAL NON-DISTRICT GIVING
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SUMTER—The South Carolina Conference Ethnic Local Church Concerns committee and 
the African-American Task Force hosted “An Evening of Elegance Scholarship Gala” at the 
Williams Brice Center of Trinity United Methodist Church March 9. 

The formal event raised money for scholarships for the students of Africa University in 
Zimbabwe. The gala featured dinner, musical entertainment and a silent auction. 

The Hon. James E. Clyburn, U.S. Congressman and majority whip, was the speaker. 
Anyone who missed the gala can support AU by writing to the Rev. Carleathea M. Ben-

son, facilitator of the South Carolina Conference Ethnic Local Church Concerns Commit-
tee, P.O. Box 1746, Lake City, SC 29560; or the Rev. J. Elbert Williams, chair of the African-
American Task Force, 220 Damascus Road, Sumter, SC 29153.

A tortoise was presented to Clyburn, sym-
bolizing that we only make progress when 
we stick out our necks.  

The Brothers of Harmony stand with the Rev. J. Elbert Williams, chair of the African-
American Task Force, center. The gala featured dinner, musical entertainment and a silent 
auction. 

Delaine Frierson smiles with Clyburn at An 
Evening of Elegance Scholarship Gala to 
help AU.  

‘Evening of Elegance’ helps Africa University students

On May 18, in celebration of their 
150th anniversary, the South 
Carolina Conference United 
Methodist Women will host their 

annual “Come Together, Be Together” event. 
The event will be held from 9 a.m. until 

2 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Spartanburg. The guest speaker will be Rev. 
Cathy Mitchell, Spartanburg District super-
intendent. 

This year’s theme is “Sisterhood of Grace: 
Celebrating 150 Years in Mission.” United 
Methodist Women from across the state are 
invited to join in the fun. As attendees travel 
down memory lane, guests are asked to dress 
in the decade that they want to represent 
while wearing their favorite shade of green. 
Dig deep in the back of your closet and pull 
out your best outfits from the 1940s, 1950s, 
1980s or even the 1990s and join in for the 
celebration.

Limitless members, who are 14-30 years 
young, will be onsite to help collect donations 
for the South Carolina mission projects, as 
well as for Arch Ministries. In its 12th year of 
running a first-graders’ afterschool program 
at Arcadia UMC, Arch Ministries is helping 
children in great need, with nearly all from 
severely low-income homes. Arch Ministries 
would like to have school supplies including 

crayons, washable crayons, wide-rule paper, 
wide-rule composition books, glue sticks, 
kick balls, basketballs and soccer balls. The 
complete list can be found on page 12 of the 
March edition of The Mission Echo. Gift 
cards from Bi-Lo or Walmart are also always 
welcome for the mission projects. 

Registration information can be found 
on the SCCUMW website: https://www.
umcsc.org/ministries/discipleship/united-
methodist-women/. The $20 registration fee 
covers lunch and a choice to attend one of 
the following nine sessions: Bible study, chair 
yoga, Carolina fence gardens, Canning 101, 
Bible trivia, personal safety, elder care, diet 
for diabetics and line dancing. Late registra-
tion (received after May 3) is $25.

This lively, colorful Saturday morning 
provides an opportunity of fun for all stages 
and ages of United Methodist Women. Invite 
a friend to join you. Bring a senior member 
who needs a ride or someone you hope will 
soon become a member. We are turning 
faith, hope and love into action on behalf 
of women, children and youth around the 
world each and every day. Come join us! We 
hope to see you there.

James is the SCCUMW membership, nur-
ture and outreach mission coordinator.

Come Together, Be Together

    United Methodist Women
by Lavonne James

Photo by Suzanne Thompson

Happy birthday, United Methodist Women!
The Esther Circle at First UMC, Clover, celebrates 150 years of the United Methodist 
Women. Churches and circles across the state (and nation and world) celebrated the 
milestone in a number of ways. The official anniversary of their founding is March 23.

By Chan Spigner
The United Methodist Women of Mount 

Nebo United Methodist Church in Orange-
burg celebrated Women’s History Month 
March 10 during regular worship service. 

The theme for the occasion was “United 
Methodist Women: Women with a Purpose.” 
The local unit president is Dannie Mays. 

The local unit Woman of the Year is Adell 
Pam Austin. Austin, 87, faithfully attends 
United Methodist Women meetings and 
events on the local, district and conference 
levels. She attends Sunday school and church 
as a faithful servant of God. 

The speaker for the day was Rachel 
Sistrunk, a lay servant of St. Stephen UMC 
and the president of St. Stephen United 
Methodist Women. 

Breakfast was served after morning wor-
ship service. 

United Methodist Women act accord-
ing to the word in Matthew 25:35-36, which 
states, “For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.” 

From the beginning in 1869, United 
Methodist Women have focused on minis-

tries for women, children and youth. United 
Methodist Women place faith, hope and love 
in action, while helping women, children and 
youth in need, locally and globally. 

This sisterhood began with eight women 
in 1869 and currently has more than 800,000 
members in 2019. United Methodist Women 
are a sisterhood of grace, with many gifts and 
talents to share with others.

The local unit Woman of the Year is Adell 
Pam Austin, age 87, who faithfully attends 
United Methodist Women meetings and 
events on the local, district and conference 
levels.

Mount Nebo United Methodist Women 
celebrate Women’s History Month

Photo courtesy of Wendy Zulanch

McElveen honored with Cross and Flame award
Graham McElveen, member of Belin Memorial UMC, Murrells Inlet, has received the 
Cross and Flame award from the Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting of 
the General Commission on United Methodist Men. The award recognizes men and 
women who give unusual amounts of time and energy in dedicated service with chil-
dren and youth. A minimum of three years of service is required to be considered for 
this award, and Graham has given more than 14 years helping instill a love of the out-
doors and service in Christian fellowship to youth in this community as part of Scouts, 
BSA Troop 396. In addition, he has served Belin Memorial UMC as an active member 
of the church, FISH Sunday school class, chaperone for youth trips and most recently 
as chair of the Church Council. He is an Eagle Scout and lifelong Methodist.
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By Vasilisa Hamilton
Springtown United Methodist Church, located in the Colleton County town of Smoaks, 

celebrated 153 years of its kingdom-building ministry March 10.
From its first pastor, the Rev. Carolina Rivers, who led Springtown’s early worship ser-

vices in fall 1866, to its current pastor, Dr. Norman A. Brown, Springtown has tried its best 
to stay true to its core mission: “To preach and teach; worship and praise; promote nurture 
and outreach; evangelism and age-level ministries where talents and gifts from willing souls 
and converted hearts can grow by the grace of God.”

Springtown’s programming includes Sunday school; devotional services; children, youth, 
and teen worship;  men’s, women’s and pastor’s Bible studies; and a community food bank. 
The music ministry of Quenton Atterberry, Cedric Lolly, and Warren Randolph enhances 
the praise and worship.

Highlights of Springtown’s events calendar include Family Week, the Greeters Banquet, 
the Mass Choir Anniversary, Comedy Night, trips to Atlanta and the Smithsonian National 
Museum of African American History and Culture, and Camp Meeting, where generations 
of worshippers often return for annual services.

Like the 12 million-plus people of the United Methodists’ strong global church, Spring-
town warmly invites all to come worship and experience God’s grace through time together; 
the doors are open.

Springtown worships at 10 a.m. Sundays. Their website is springtownum.com, their 
email is scsumc@lowcountry.com and their phone is 843-562-8151.

Springtown members enjoy Camp Meeting 2018. 

Springtown UMC celebrates 153 years 
in the Lowcountry

I am constantly reminded I don’t know 
everything. It’s something I learned a 
long time ago and a lesson that sunk in, 
but it often is reiterated because a lot of 

stuff goes on I know nothing about. 
It happened again Feb. 2 when I at-

tended a men’s program at Old Bethel United 
Methodist Church in Charleston.The United 
Methodist Men groups at Old Bethel and 
Wesley in Charleston came together to spon-
sor a joint program that brought together 
men from various congregations in the 
Charleston area to talk about issues pertinent 
to black men. I’m always down with those 
kinds of activities—brothers got a lot of work 
to do. I believe organization, strategy and 
implementation are keys to success.

My Uncle Teddy used to say, “Plan your 
work and work your plan.” So I try to get 
down with folks who do that. I was a little 
confused about the event, however. I thought 
it was going to be an informal discussion and 
planning session. It was a formal program. 
I’m often reluctant to get involved in formal 
activities that involve a lot of discussing stuff.

Black folks tend to discuss things a lot. 
We’ll hold 50/11 meetings talking about stuff 
and never get down to actually doing very 
much. Oh, we’re Johnny on the spot when it 
comes to planning and executing the party. 
But when it comes to dealing with some of 
the issues that impact our quality of life, we’re 
too often a little slow to roll.

It took some women to get me moving 
on the men’s program. My brother Wallace 
called the day before to remind me, but I was 
moving slow Saturday morning. That’s my 
morning to watch cowboys on television. I 
was watching “Have Gun will Travel” when 
Shirley called asking if I was going to the 
program. I told her how I felt about another 
bull session. She noted everything starts with 
bull sessions. 

“You gotta start somewhere,” she said.
Then Donna called saying she and Aunt 

Kitty were going. Donna assumed I was go-
ing. I was a little taken aback by the thought 
that women were attending a guy’s thing. 
Donna explained she was asked to prepare 
food. I considered Shirley’s point that ev-
erything starts somewhere and I always hate 
disappointing Donna so I saddled up and 
headed to the meeting. It was among the best 
decisions I’ve ever made!

When I got there late wearing sneak-
ers and a sweatshirt, I found a sea of men 
dressed in black suits seated at the front of 
the church backed up by just as many women 
seated behind them in support. It was an 
awesome vision—all those brothers, young 
and old, supported by all those women. I 
knew I had walked into a powerful setting. I 
wasn’t disappointed.

I quickly realized it would be a formal 
program rather than the informal bull ses-
sion I had expected. There was prayer and 
scripture reading so I settled in for what I 
thought would be another church service 
where the sermon would be about the role of 
men. I was OK with that, and the spirit was 
in the house. 

I was right about the topic of discussion, 
but it wasn’t just another sermon. The Rev. 
Nelson Rivers, pastor of Charity Missionary 

Baptist Church in North Charleston, was 
speaker—and he brought fire!

I’ve known Rev. Nelson Rivers a long 
time—always admired him. Nelson is a 
worker, a builder, a no-nonsense leader who 
makes things happen. When I started in this 
newspaper business, I watched him lead in 
his former profession, as a musician and a 
leader in the NAACP: the Charleston branch, 
the North Charleston branch, the South Car-
olina and Southeast conferences and national 
NAACP organization. I watched him lead 
his beloved Wilberforce University Alumni 
Association and now Charity Missionary 
Baptist Church. The brother is dynamic!

I’ve heard Nelson speak a few times. He’s a 
dynamic orator so I expected a rousing deliv-
ery. What I didn’t expect was his spirit-filled 
message that gave us men in attendance an 
idea of where we could start in a process to 
address issues confronting black men. He ad-
monished the group to “Get Up And Walk!”

Nelson said a lot—much more than I can 
repeat here—but essentially he used Scrip-
ture and experience to offer a vision of where 
we came from, where we are and where we 
must go. He’s a preacher, so much of what he 
delivered was scripturally based. Everything 
he said was spiritually based. He took us back 
to the days when some of us were in the clubs 
and on the streets making decisions as young 
men. He talked about Emmanuel AME 
Church preacher Daniel Payne’s school and 
the 1835 S.C. law enacted to prevent blacks 
from reading. He noted the irony of demand-
ing black folks read in order to vote.

Nelson emphasized that we must expect, 
but we also must inspect. He said we must 
take stock of what we try to accomplish. It’s 
not enough to merely expect success; we also 
must measure our success. 

That part got me. Too often we get the 
“feel good” just because we try to do stuff, 
but aren’t realistic about what we actually get 
done. Half-baked bread makes you sick! You 
can’t half-raise a black boy—you end up with 
an end product that makes you sick, commits 
fratricide and destroys your community.

Nelson told us he was thankful for all the 
old men who stood at the forks in the road of 
his life and gave him guidance. The late Rev. 
Fred D. Dawson once told him, “We can’t 
lead men where we don’t go and we can’t 
teach them what we don’t know.”

“Don’t cripple the crippled!” he said. 
“Many black men are crippled from birth by 
racism, hopelessness, violence and poverty 
so they choose to beg, sell drugs, live off oth-
ers or steal to make it. But there is another 
way! Don’t cripple the crippled by being an 
enabler of evil or dangerous behavior or self-
destructive choices. Yes, money is important 
when you live in a capitalistic society. But 
money should be a tool and not weapon. 
And it should not be your love object!” 

Nelson said a lot of stuff Saturday. At the 
end he implored the men to, “Make 2019 the 
year of the men! Do not ignore women and 
girls, but in 2019 you should reach out, reach 
down and even reach through to help our 
brothers get up and walk!”

The brothers say they will use Saturday’s 
event as the beginning of a collaborative that 
can address what men do going forward. 

Guest Commentary
by Barney Blakeney

‘Get up and walk, black man!’

Romans 12:3 says, “Do not think 
of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself 
with sober judgment, in accor-

dance with the measure of faith God has 
given you.”

Romans 12:10 says, “Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love.”

This is sound advice, especially when 
we’re trying to live up to the requirement 
set down by Jesus. Self-reflection can often 
be the most difficult thing for anyone to do. 
It sometimes takes strife and confrontation 
to understand the value in such a reflection. 
There may be a difference of opinion or an 
unexpected response that brings about the 
revelation that one may not be honorable or 
humble.

When making a vow to someone, it often 
implies a commitment to become selfless, 
rather than to remain firm in an unkind way. 
A promise to love does perhaps imply that 
trust and honor must also be part of what we 
call respect. For those of us who are strong-
willed and self-sufficient, being able to put 
aside the natural instinct to voice opinion, 
as if it’s the only correct way to behave, must 
invoke a serious dose of humility.

While I inherited a great deal of my stub-
born, opinionated persona, the real truth 
is that such behavior is simply part of who 
I am. It’s the safe place to fall back to when 
what is really required is to honor others 
first. Honor and respect are emotions that 
must be learned before they can be earned. 
I set a standard of what I feel is correct, and 
I seldom take the time to think about how 
my decisions or opinions are perceived 
by another. I don’t consider being humble 
and keeping my opinions to myself, nor do 
I contemplate that the way I speak or the 
manner in which I interact with a person 
I love might be perceived as arrogant or 

unfeeling. 
Therein is the real arrow to the heart. It’s 

not correct to say it’s OK to treat someone 
with a less-than-thoughtful attitude. Nor 
is it ever correct to become complacent or 
comfortable with the patience and under-
standing of others, though it’s easy to take 
that for granted. In doing so, we weaken the 
promise we made to love and honor. By be-
ing less respectful, less thoughtful or careful 
we do not grow in stature, but become less 
respected, less honorable.

Once the offense is committed, it’s impos-
sible to undo the damage. The hurt is even 
more pronounced in someone who loves us 
by choice. As I age, I’m becoming fearful of 
memory loss and of my ability to think and 
reason when it comes to my close personal 
relationships. I’ve been in my own image 
of self-correctness for so long, I’ve become 
comfortable with it. The miscommunica-
tion, the unintended lapses of short-term 
memory and the defenses that arise when 
challenged all contribute to the perception 
of being disrespectful and dishonorable.

Yet where do we find balance without 
losing self-respect? How do we know when 
to be strong-willed and forceful and when to 
simple put aside our natural traits? 

I guess it might be “sober judgment.” I 
don’t know how to do that very well just yet. 
I pray God will put it in my heart so I can 
do as He asked. I truly don’t want to hurt or 
harm, especially those I love and who love 
me, as my heart is not hard and callous. I 
want to live without discomfort and con-
frontation, and I certainly don’t want to be 
alone and lonely because I’m unintentionally 
disrespectful of others.

God, I pray you will put your hand upon 
my heart and teach me your way.

Barnier is a member of St. Paul’s UMC, 
Ridgeland.

        View from the Pews
by Bill Barnier

Sober judgment

By Ruby Stradford Johnson
WALTERBORO—The first of two Lay 

Servant Ministry Schools for the Walterboro 
District was held March 2-3 at Bethel United 

Methodist Church. 
There were 97 students in attendance. 
Some came for their first course, Lay 

Servant Basic, taught by Pamela Goodwine-
Glover. Both youth and older adults took 
advance courses. The school offered two 
new courses: “A Fire with God,” taught 
by Thomas Whitacre, and “Transform-
ing Evangelism,” taught by the Rev. Curtis 
Young. The Rev. Charles Wilson taught 
“Book of Discipline,” the Rev. Jeffery Salley 
taught “From the Pew to The Pulpit,” Dr. 
Kenneth Jenkins taught “Grief Rite,” the Rev. 
Shannon Bullion taught “Heritage,” the Rev. 
David Fields taught “Planning Worship” and 
the Rev. Daniel Griswold taught “Polity.”

During the opening ceremony, Young 
addressed the lay servant clarifications, and 
Director Thelma Hudson welcomed the 
students and shared that this learning would 
equip them to assist their local pastors. 

Comments from students indicated that 
they learned a lot, and the course made 
them aware of who United Methodists are. 
They mentioned that the instructors were 
great. One student wants to become a pulpit 
supply servant. The St. Mark United Meth-
odist Men and partners served a nutritious 
meal.

At the closing ceremony, the students 
in the Basic Course were pinned, and a 
representative from each class shared what 
they learned. After all lay servants took the 
oath Jackie Jenkins, the conference director 
of Lay Servant Ministries, remarked, “You 
are advocates for the Holy Spirit, advocates 

for the Gospel and advocates for laity/clergy 
partnership!” 

She invited all to attend the 2019 An-
nual Conference Laity and Clergy Partner-
ship Luncheon, set for June 4 in Greenville. 
Attendees departed with “Here I Am Lord, 
Send Me.”

“Joy fills my heart as I visited our Lay 
School classes and observed the eagerness 
and excitement so apparent in students to 
learn and share,” Jenkins said. ”I witnessed 
the equal urgency in our facilitators to 
impart wisdom, knowledge and heighten 
their own growth as well. I’m stopping short 
to share just two sermons I caught while 
moving from class to class. A 13-year-old 
delivered a spellbinding message, complet-
ing his course requirement with the Rev. 
Jeffrey Salley’s ‘From the Pew to the Pulpit’ 
course. The same requirement was fulfilled 
for another student taking the Basic course 
under Mrs. Pamela Goodwine-Glover.” 

Jenkins said LSM’s hallmark can be found 
in Ephesians 4:11-12, “So Christ Himself 
gave the apostles, the prophets and evan-
gelist, and some pastors and teachers for 
the perfecting of saints for the work of the 
ministry for the edification of the kingdom 
of God.” 

“Consequently, my spirit is at peace 
reflecting on the Scripture as it is written, 
‘How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the Gospel of peace, and bring glad 
tidings of good news!’” she said.

Johnson, a committee member, attends 
Wesley UMC, Beaufort.

The Walterboro District holds Winter Lay Servant Ministry School 

In accordance with the United Methodist Book of Discipline, Para. 
816(6), “Native American Ministries Sunday shall be observed with 
an offering, preferably on the Third Sunday of Easter (second Sunday 
after Easter).” 

This year, that date will be May 5. 
The Native American Committee provides speakers for Native 

American Ministries Sunday, thus making this date the most request-
ed date. With a limited number of speakers, this date books some-
times a year in advance providing this special Sunday throughout the 
entire year. Pastors or Native American representatives simply have 
to call and set up a date that matches both the church’s schedule and 
the NAC’s speakers. 

In the Discipline, it is one of the six Special Sundays. We are not an 
outside agency asking to come into your church. We are part of this 
conference. All offering monies are sent directly to the conference of-
fice with 50 percent remaining in the conference to support the NAC.

The purpose of Native American Ministries Sunday is to provide 
education about American Indian tradition, culture, spirituality 
and inclusion in the conference. Even today, American Indians are 
often questioned if we worship the same God or if we are going to 
do something “strange” if we come and speak at your church. We ad-
dress these myths and stereotypes, explore American Indians history, 
explore Native spirituality and identify the obstacles facing American 
Indians today. We also provide updates about NAC actions including 
outreach, education and ministry. 

All speakers arranged by our committee are approved by the con-
ference. However, a church may elect to get its own American Indian 
speaker. However, if he or she is not a United Methodist pastor or 
certified lay speaker by the South Carolina Conference, churches 
must obtain permission from their district superintendent for this 
person to speak.

Our primary mission is, “To Make the Invisible, Visible.” 
To arrange a Native American Ministries Sunday, contact Z. Tracy 

Pender, Native American chair, at 803-905-5672 or tracypender@
hotmail.com. 

The easiest way to make contact is via email because of Pender’s 
work schedule.

Native Sunday is May 5

Native American Ministries Chicken potpies 
help ministries

Each year the men and women of 
Edgefield UMC, Edgefield, make 

homemade chicken potpies to 
sell to support church projects. 

Many hands work together to 
make these pies and top them 
with a homemade crust. Here, 
after working with the men to 

prepare the chicken, District Lay 
Leader Tony Watson (center) 

jumps in, rolling out piecrusts for 
the 250 pies sold this year. Vir-

ginia Culbertson is pictured at left 
and Connie Sutton at right.

Courtesy of Beth Cali and Ronette Trotter

Claflin UMC feeds more than 500
Claflin UMC, known as “the little church with the big heart,” successfully completed their second year of 
“Bringing The Community Together Through Food,” feeding more than 500 individuals with free meals 
on Sept. 1. Claflin UMC partnered with MADE (Making A Difference Everywhere) in hosting the event for 
the community. MADE is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping and enhancing the quality of life in 
communities while cultivating leadership. Any church, organization or individual who showed up received 
a free meal. Claflin UMC is led by pastor Bobby Gordon of Livingston. Here, volunteers gather for a smile. 



Anderson District
The UMM of Shiloh UMC, Piedmont, 

will hold its 12th Annual Golf Tournament 
May 25 at Saluda Valley Country Club, Wil-
liamston. Proceeds will be used to support 
local ministries. For more information, go 
to http://www.growwithshiloh.com/GOLF_
TOURNAMENT.html>.

Columbia District
Washington Street UMC, Columbia, 

will host Lenten services and lunch each 
Wednesday from March 13 to April 17. The 
UMC will host a $5 soup and sandwich 
lunch beginning at 11:45 a.m.with proceeds 
going toward the church’s Soup Cellar. Ser-
vices will be held at 12:30 p.m. in the Christ 
Chapel.

The Center for Leadership and Social 
Change and the Sisters of Charity P.L.A.C.E. 
Fellows of Columbia College, Columbia, 
held “Social Change at the Margins” Feb. 
19 in Spears Concert Hall. Alana Simmons-
Grant, CEO and founder of the Hate Won’t 
Win Movement Inc., was the featured 
guest speaker. The series is a continuation 
of Spears Table Talks from the previous 
academic year.

The Alternative Pathways for Educator 
Certification at Columbia College, Co-
lumbia, has received a $24,000 grant from 
Colonial Life to expand program offerings. 
The focus will be on Title One Schools in 
Richland School District Two and partner-
ships with City Year.

Main Street UMC, Columbia, will host 
a Jazz Jam on the first Wednesday of each 

month. Under the leadership of Mark Rapp, 
different musicians will perform. Meals will 
be available for purchase, but there is no 
charge for admission. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. and downbeat is at 7 p.m.

Epworth Children’s Home, Columbia, 
will hold its 11th Annual Cookout for Kids 
BBQ April 6 from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Plates are 
$10 and whole slow-smoked Boston butts 
are $30. All proceeds from the event will go 
directly to the home.

The Academy of Faith and Leadership of 
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, 

Columbia, in partnership with Koinonia 
Inc., will hold a Lenten study on generation-
al poverty and homelessness April 2 at Stav-
ros Auditorium. The seminar will include 
resources as well as snacks and coffee and 
lunch. CEU credits are available. Registra-
tion is $65 and is open: https://www.event-
brite.com/e/theology-of-homlessness-and-
generational-poverty-tickets-58574367510.

Greenwood District
Congratulations to the Rev. Bobby and 

Phoebe Gilbert on the birth of their first 

grandchild. Landon Reed Gilbert was born 
Feb. 15. Rev. Gilbert is pastor of the Mount 
Lebanon-Kinards Charge.

Orangeburg District
St. Paul UMC, Orangeburg, received 

a sculpture from Dr. Kodilinye O. Igwe, a 
native of Nigeria and sculptor of unique 
and recognizable African and American 
symbols. “The Theology of Nearness” was 
presented March 3 as a gift to the church, 
and the Rev. Ray Smith, former pastor of 
close friend of Igwe, was the guest preacher. 
A spaghetti lunch and silent auction fun-
draiser to benefit Relay for Life was held 
following the service.

Rock Hill District
Mount Holly UMC, Rock Hill, will 

hold a Fish Fry March 29. Plates are $10 
for adults and include flounder, chicken or 
combo, hushpuppies, slaw and french fries.

Walterboro District
Church of the Palms UMC, Okatie, is 

conducting a shoe drive March 1 through 
April 30 to raise funds for their choir to 
perform at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 
The choir has been invited to participate in 
a Distinguished Concerts International of 
New York Dec. 2 and seeks to raise $36,000 
to cover performance and travel expenses. 
Gently worn used and new shoes will be 
collected and redistributed through Funds-
2Orgs network of micro-enterprise part-
ners. Church of the Palms will earn funds 
based on the weight of the shoes.
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COLUMBIA—In honor of 25 years of 
visionary and transformative leadership by 
President Henry N. Tisdale and First Lady 
Alice Carson Tisdale, Claflin University is 
hosting “A Legacy of Visionary Leadership 
Gala.” 

The gala will be Monday, April 1, at 
6 p.m., at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center. The black tie event will 
feature multi-platinum and Grammy-nom-
inated saxophonist and flautist Najee and 

dance music by Columbia’s own the Friends 
Band. 

“This event will provide the Claflin com-
munity and constituents an opportunity to 
express our appreciation for the Tisdales’ 
dedicated service and unwavering commit-
ment to academic excellence during their 
25-year tenure at the University,” said James 
K. Lehman, chair of the Board of Trustees 
and managing partner of Nelson Mullins 
Riley & Scarborough LLP of Columbia. “To-

gether, the Tisdales have guided Claflin to 
new heights and helped secure the univer-
sity’s status as a leading 21st-century institu-
tion of higher education. The proceeds from 
this event will support the endowed scholar-
ship fund the Tisdales have established to 
support deserving Claflin students.”

A 1965 honors graduate of Claflin Uni-
versity, Tisdale returned to his alma mater 

in 1994 and launched his tenure at the first 
historically black college and university in 
South Carolina. 

On April 17, 2018, Tisdale announced 
his retirement effective June 30, 2019, after 
serving Claflin as its eighth president for 
more than two decades.

For tickets to the gala, call Tammy Mc-
Cottry at 803-535-5665.

Claflin gala to celebrate Tisdales’ 25 years of visionary leadership 

11 reasons why you should
give to the Advocate

1. The Advocate is a 501(c)3 nonprofit ministry, so you get a tax deduction.
2. We are not fully funded by the annual conference. We do get conference 

funding, but half our budget comes from subscriptions, ad sales and 
donations (and we do need support).

3. We are independent from the conference and can therefore offer 
journalistic integrity and editorial freedom (so you are also supporting our 
nation’s First Amendment freedoms). 

4. You’re supporting Methodist history in South Carolina (we were founded in 
1837 to be the “Southern voice” of Methodism).

5. You’re supporting Methodist history everywhere (we are the oldest 
newspaper in Methodism still in existence).

6. We offer a high-quality, first-rate publication that is still thriving (we have 
won 112 journalism awards since 2010).

7. We strive to offer balanced views, welcoming letters to the editor and op-eds 
that we publish no matter the perspective.

8. We offer interesting and inspiring UMC articles, photos and information 
from all over the state from anyone who sends us news. 

9. We help your church members stay connectional and updated on what’s 
happening in the UMC.

10. We show our appreciation—in official acknowledgments (tax receipts) and 
in occasional ads in our pages. 

11. We strive to shine the light of the world: the Gospel at work in our churches. 
Jesus said people “don’t light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:15-16 NIV). 

Thank you for your support. All amounts are welcome.
www.advocatesc.org/donation

Or mail your donation to Advocate,
4908 Colonial Drive, Columbia, SC 29203.

CLINTON—Broad Street United Methodist Church held its 
41st annual Clinton YMCA Youth Prayer Breakfast March 
4-8, beginning at 7 a.m. each day. 

The event was well attended by students from the com-
munity.

On March 4, the guest speaker was Seth Buckley, a youth 
minister with First Baptist Church of Spartanburg who loves 
sharing the Gospel.

On March 5, the guest speaker was Paul Butler, re-

nowned speaker, presenter and instructor who has worked 
in law enforcement for 27 years. He excels in the areas of 
motivation, leadership and attitude empowerment.

On March 6, the guest speaker was C.L. “Shep” Shepherd, 
an athlete in the National Football League. After his football 
career, he began the work of delivering hope through speak-
ing to audiences around the world.

On March 7 was Carl H. Sharperson Jr., a leadership 
innovation strategist, speaker, author and coach from the 

Upstate who specializes in taking leaders from mediocre to 
maximizing their potential in work and personal life.

And on March 8 was Steven Evans, a pastor, community 
organizer, consultant and social justice activist from the 
Greenville area who embraced an early call to fight for the 
disenfranchised and the voiceless. 

He and his wife and family are serving as senior servant 
leaders for the St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Irmo.

Broad Street holds 41st annual YMCA youth prayer breakfast

Photos courtesy of Dawn Rhodes 

God loves us all
On Feb. 10, Dr. Stephen Love and the Rev. Valerie Mireb taught the children about 
seeing each other through the eyes of God’s love during a children’s moment at St. 
Paul UMC, Ninety Six. The children also shared valentines with the congregation. 

Photo courtesy of Jackie Jenkins

Youth enjoy time with bishop
At Bishop’s Day in Walterboro March 9, the entire group of youth poses with Bishop Jona-
than Holston. Also, Lizzie Way was honored with introducing Holston, and Makayla Leblanc 
opened the gathering with song, “I Must Tell Jesus.” Lizzie attends Port Royal UMC and 
Makayla attends First UMC, Harleyville.

Photo courtesy of Brad Richardson 

Florence Place residents mark Ash Wednesday 
Florence Place Assisted Living residents recently took part in their annual Ash 
Wednesday services.  The Assisted Living community, which is part of the Enlivant 
Community, is located in Florence. The Rev. Meg Bryce Jiunnies from Central UMC 
delivered a homily to the residents and led in the imposition of ashes. The Life Enrich-
ment Program at Florence Place is coordinated by Brad Richardson, who is a lay 
delegate for Good Hope UMC, located in Georgetown County. 

MARION—Centenary United Methodist 
Church became a station church at Annual 
Conference 2018. With a membership of 
only 24 and an average worship attendance 
of 10, Bill Barber was assigned to minister 
this small church as a supply pastor. Barber 
also serves as co-director of Lay Servant 
Ministries for the Marion District and is a 
certified lay speaker. 

About a month ago, while leaving church 
after worship, Barber asked a couple of con-
gregants what their normal Ash Wednesday 
service was like. He quickly discovered they 
were not accustomed to having a worship 
service for Ash Wednesday. 

The following Sunday, he announced 
there would be an Ash Wednesday service 
this year with imposition of ashes, and 
provided a brief explanation. Immediately 
he was asked, “Can we invite our Baptist 

friends down the street?” This small but 
faithful congregation was excited.

Not having an Ash Wednesday service 
before meant there were no palm branches 
saved from the previous Palm Sunday, 
which are normally burned to provide the 
ashes. Barber and his wife, Liz, are members 
of Belin Memorial UMC, so he approached 
Dr. Mike Alexander and the Rev. Walter 
Cantwell and asked if he could have some of 
Belin’s ashes to use at Centenary. Problem 
solved! 

As Ash Wednesday approached, there 
was excitement in the air. The members of 
Centenary were excited to experience a new 
(to them) worship service, and Barber was 
excited to lead it.

Ash Wednesday finally came, and in a 
sanctuary that normally has 10 for worship, 
there were 32 people present! Not only were 

32 people there, but they represented four 
different denominations: United Methodist 
(from two UMCs), Presbyterian, Catholic 

and Baptist, including the Baptist pastor. 
At the conclusion of worship, many of the 
guests said they looked forward to next year.

Centenary holds first-ever Ash Wednesday service

Hymns were sung, a sermon was preached and all 32 came to the altar so they could leave 
with the sign of the cross on their foreheads.

By Martha Collier 
FLORENCE—On Oct. 3, 2018, around 5 p.m. devastating 
news spread through the city and Florence County: Seven 
law enforcement officers and deputies, who were attempting 
to serve a search warrant at a home in an upscale neighbor-
hood, had been ambushed from an upstairs window by an 
adult male shooter with children inside the house.

One veteran police officer died at the scene, a Florence 
County investigator would die several weeks later, and an 
additional five officers were wounded. During the following 
weeks, schools, churches and civic organizations responded 
with numerous acts of kindness and love.

In October, St. Paul United Methodist Church’s Outreach 
Committee met to consider ways to provide recognition to 
these heroic first responders from the Florence Police and 
Florence County Sheriff ’s Department. The concept of a 
Gratitude Luncheon for 250 officers was planned for Feb. 6. 

A menu of chicken bog, pork barbecue, baked beans, 
coleslaw, potato salad, rolls and dessert was developed. 
Individuals and Sunday school classes donated all the food, 
desserts and eating utensils. Monetary donations covered the 
cost of beverages, paper products and tablecloths. The 170 
staff and children from the Christ Centered Day Care pre-
pared pamphlets with Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peace 
makers for they shall inherit the earth,” and on the inside 
wrote, “Thank you for keeping us safe,” along with the first 
name of a child. After the lunch, a number of officers visited 
the daycare to thank the children.

More than 80 church members volunteered to serve at 
the luncheon by decorating the dining hall, greeting the 

officers, working in the kitchen, staffing the serving line, 
preparing beverages and takeout boxes and serving desserts 
that filled three eight-foot tables. Individual gift bags were 
prepared for each officer. In addition, musicians provided 
piano music, a photographer documented the event and oth-
ers helped to clean up.

A highlight of the event was the drawing for the door 
prize, which was a cooler encased in a cedar stand decorated 
with a flag with two of the stars electrified as a memorial to 
those who had died. Two hundred and thirty-two officers 
were served and honored at this gratitude luncheon. All 
agreed they received a tremendous blessing.

Collier is the Outreach Committee chairperson.

Officer Glenn Kirby of the Florence County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment won the door prize.

St. Paul holds gratitude luncheon for first responders

Photo by Rev. Judy Hames

Rainy day entertainment 
After a lunch of homemade soup and cornbread on a 
cold and wet Saturday in February, Cathy Schwartz 
of Greenville entertained members of Dickson Memo-
rial UMC, Townville, on the handbells and hammered 
dulcimer. 



Advocate Obituaries Page 29, April 2019Page 28, April 2019   Advocate

‘He knew he was home’
– Olivia and James Renneker Testimonial

Olivia Renneker and her husband, James, have lived here in Florence since 1978. James was a political science professor at Francis Marion University, and 
Olivia worked at DSS until their children were born. Olivia’s husband, James, lives in Magnolia Terrace Memory Care at The Manor. Olivia graciously agreed to 
share her experience of what it’s like having a spouse with memory impairment and how Magnolia Terrace Memory Care has been of help to her. Take a read.

The man could make Houdini look like an amateur.

Describe what daily life was like before James came to The Manor.
When James was still living at home, I realized I could no longer keep him safe. The man 

could make Houdini look like an amateur. He got out of that house just like that, despite my 
changing the locks and fencing the yard. He wasn’t getting the care that he was supposed 
to have; that he needed. 

Prior to coming to The Manor, caring for James was challenging. It seemed to me that the 
people caring for him may not have been properly trained. He was not bathed, his teeth 
were not brushed, he managed to stash away two handfuls of his medication that he didn’t 
swallow. One day, he tried to show our daughter how to climb out the window so they could 
take a walk. That’s when we knew we had to make a change. 

How did you first hear about The Manor?
It’s hard to remember how I first came to know about The Manor … because the 

community talked about it! Some good friends of ours came to tour The Manor and told us 
how much they liked what they saw. I think that’s what helped us know that The Manor 
was a place we needed to see.

Tell me about how you felt the day James moved to The Manor.
The Manor saved us. The very first day, I knew The Manor was the right place to be. The 

staff called us with updates about his apartment before we showed up with the first piece 
of furniture. He didn’t even live there yet, and already, The Manor staff was looking out for him and taking care of him. That’s 

when I knew we were at the right place, and I could exhale a sigh of relief. The nursing staff is phenomenal. They genuinely love their residents. They truly 
take their time … I couldn’t be that patient with Jim when he was at home!

Has the move to The Manor helped your interactions with Jim be more pleasant?
Yes, very much so. Because he had reached the stage at home, where, he hadn’t gotten aggressive, but he was just very assertive because he didn’t 

want to shower, or brush his teeth, or put on a certain shirt. Now, we just sit and visit with each other and spend time together or watch a movie together. 
Now, we no longer have the battles over when to shower or what to wear, and I can just be present without having to worry about being his caregiver. It’s 
eased a lot of tension.

What has James’ experience been like at The Manor?
It didn’t seem to be difficult for him to get acclimated, he has always been a social person. He made a friend right away and the staff made sure to do 

activities with the two of them together. They took special care to get Jim up first because he liked to help get set up for breakfast and they allowed him 
the opportunity to help with that.

What has your experience been like from a spousal standpoint?
Relief. I felt relieved of the caregiver responsibility, but I’ve been involved and informed every step of the way. The staff calls me often to let me know 

what’s going on; even if something small happened. They can even tell the days when I arrive and I need a hug. 

If someone in the community had a loved one who needed Memory Care, but they were on the fence about coming, what would you say to 
them?

Magnolia Terrace is just … it’s just perfect! As close to perfect as life can be given the situation. Nothing 
compares. I’d definitely recommend people explore this option. I would tell them not to feel 
guilty, because you need to make this decision. It’s not an easy decision, but you have to 
make it. At that point, you’re back to the child-parent situation, and you have to choose 
what’s best for them. And when it’s a place that’s as great as Magnolia Terrace, guilt is no 
longer a feeling, because you can feel good about them being there.

Do you share comradery with other family members?
One of the other wives called me out of the blue because she just needed to talk, and 

I was happy to do it. We talked for over an hour! And I got to meet her for the first time at 
the Christmas Dinner this past year. That was so nice, and our daughters were there too, 
and they got to meet. It genuinely feels like family here.

Any additional thoughts?
I want to share a story that happened not long ago. One of the last times we took him 

out to see his doctor, before we switched to the doctor on campus at The Manor, we 
came back in a different door than we normally used. And he was getting upset; saying, 
“this is not my place this is not my place,” but I assured him when we got through the 
doors at the end of the hall, he would know where he was. When we walked through 
the doors, his face lit up; he knew he was home. That’s comforting for me. It’s nice to know 
that he does feel at home here.

Like I said, The Manor saved us. I didn’t know what I was going to do, and The Manor saved us.

Call or visit us online today to schedule your personal tour.

www.themanorseniorliving.com

The Manor is a full Continuing Care Retirement Community that offers Independent Living options
as well as Assisted Living and Dementia/Alzheimer’s care.
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Here are Christian or Christian-run businesses seeking your patronage.
Want to advertise your business in this section?

Cost is $30/card.
Email advocatesales@umcsc.org or call Toni at 843-408-7879.

South Carolina MethodistConference Credit Union
 

4901 Colonial DriveAuto Loans • Personal Loans •Church Loanshttp://www.scmccu.org
P.O. Box 11335Columbia, SC 29211

(803) 691-0037(803) 691-0201 (fax)(800) 532-8814
Rex Wilson, President • Harry Metz, Jr. Bob Silva • Rod Spangler

Zanae Styles

(843) 696-8635
Morgan Strawther,

Liscensed Cosmetologist

Dorothy Dale Bickley
COLUMBIA—Dorothy Dale Bickley, wife 
of the Rev. Hugh Bickley, died March 18, 
2019. Rev. Bickley is a retired member of the 
South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held March 22 at 
Virginia Wingard UMC with burial in Fort 
Jackson National Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to Virginia 
Wingard UMC, 1500 Broad River Road, Co-
lumbia, SC 29210.

Mrs. Bickley is survived by her husband 
and three daughters.

Alva Jean Bowers
GREENVILLE—Alva Jean Bowers, mother 
of the Rev. Randy Bowers, died Feb. 17, 
2019. Rev. Bowers is the pastor of the Main 
Street-Pine Grove Charge, McColl.

A memorial service was held March 1 at 
the chapel of Westville Funeral Home.

Mrs. Bowers is survived by her daughter 
and four sons.

Rev. Henry Mat Brewington
GREENWOOD—
The Rev. Henry Mat 
Brewington, pastor 
of Calhoun Falls 
United Methodist 
Church, Calhoun 
Falls, died March 
17, 2019.

Prior to his cur-
rent appointment, 
Rev. Brewington 
served the Ebenezer, Greenwood and New 
Zion charges.

A private graveside service was held 
March 23.

Memorials may be made to Pathway 
House, 208 Panola Ave., Greenwood, SC 
29646; or to the Humane Society of Green-
wood, P.O. Box 49776, Greenwood, SC 
29649.

Rev. Brewington is survived by his wife, 
Wanda Brewington, son and daughter.

Mary Nell Arthur Chapman
SPARTANBURG—Mary Nell Arthur Chap-
man, grandmother of the Rev. Brian Gilmer, 
died Feb. 22, 2019. Rev. Gilmer is the pastor 
of Lyman United Methodist Church, Ly-
man.

Funeral services were held Feb. 25 at 
Cannons Camp Ground UMC.

Memorials may be sent to Cannons 
Camp Ground UMC, Food Pantry/Coat 
Closet, 3450 Cannons Campground Road, 
Spartanburg, SC 29307.

Mrs. Chapman is survived by her two 
daughters.

Marion Levern Cribb
ORANGEBURG—Marion Levern Cribb, 
father of Christine Dominick, died March 5, 
2019. Mrs. Dominick is the controller of the 
South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.

A memorial service was held March 9 at 
Dukes-Harley Funeral Home Chapel, with 
burial in Fort Jackson National Cemetery at 
a later date.

Memorials may be made to Salem Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 400, North, SC 29112.

Mr. Cribb is survived by his daughter 
and son.

Lindberg Hunter Jr.
KINGSTREE—Lindberg Hunter Jr., brother 
of the Rev. Keith Hunter, died March 8, 
2019. Rev. Hunter is the pastor of Camden 
First United Methodist Church, Camden.

Funeral services were held March 14 
at St. Paul UMC with burial in the church 
cemetery.

Bobby G. Kersey
FLATWOODS, Ky.—Bobby G. Kersey, 
father of the Rev. Jeff Kersey, died March 
4, 2019. Rev. Kersey is the pastor of Mount 
Horeb United Methodist Church, Lexing-
ton.

Funeral services were held March 7 at 
Rose Hill Missionary Baptist Church with 
burial in Bellefonte Memorial Gardens.

Memorials may be made to Rose Hill 
Christian School, 1001 Winslow Road, Ash-
land, KY 41102.

Mr. Kersey is survived by his two sons 
and two daughters.

Rev. William Whitfield
McNeill

WAYNESVILLE, 
N.C.—The Rev. 
William Whitfield 
McNeill, a retired 
member of the 
South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died Feb. 
28, 2019.

Prior to his 
retirement in 1994, Rev. McNeill served the 
Harris, Hibben, Orangeburg-St. Andrews, 
Greenville-St. Matthew, Anderson-Trin-
ity, Duncan Acres and North Charleston 
charges. He also served as the Orangeburg 
District superintendent from 1991 to his 
retirement.

Funeral services with military honors 
were held March 8 at Garrett-Hillcrest Me-
morial Park. A memorial service was held 
March 9 at St. Matthew UMC, Greenville.

Memorials may be made to the William 
and Novella McNeill Endowed Scholarship 
at Spartanburg Methodist College, 1200 
Textile Drive, Spartanburg, SC 29303-0009.

Rev. McNeill is survived by his two 
daughters and son.

Bobbie Gillis Poston
SPARTANBURG—Bobbie Gillis Poston, 
widow of the Rev. Samuel Poston, died Feb. 
17, 2019.

Funeral services were held Feb. 21 at 
Central United Methodist Church, with a 
private committal at a later date.

Memorials may be made to Spartanburg 
Methodist College, Sam and Bobbie Poston 
Scholarship Fund, 1000 Powell Mill Road, 
Spartanburg, SC 29301; or to Central UMC, 
233 N. Church St., Spartanburg, SC 29306.

Mrs. Poston is survived by her three 
daughters.

Rev. Alice V. Jones Quarles
JACKSONVILLE, 
N.C.—The Rev. 
Alice V. Jones Quar-
les, a member of 
the South Carolina 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church, died March 
9, 2019.

Rev. Quarles 
served the Lan-
caster-First Associate and Bethel-Duncan 
Chapel charges in South Carolina; the San-
Diego-Hope Charge in the Pacific South-
west Conference; and Trinity Charge in the 
North Carolina Conference.

Funeral services were held March 14 at 
Trinity UMC.

Rev. Quarles is survived by her husband, 

the Rev. Charles Quarles, and two sons.

Thelma Lee Ritter
ORANGEBURG—Thelma Lee Ritter,  
mother of the Rev. Stanley Ritter, died 
March 1, 2019. Rev. Ritter is the pastor 
of the Ebenezer-Rizer’s Chapel Charge, 
Ehrhardt.

Funeral services were held March 9 at 
Hickory Hill Baptist Church, Neeses, with 
burial in Macedonia Church Cemetery.

Mrs. Ritter is survived by her son and 
daughter.

Bessie Eunice Ross Simmons
HODGES—Bessie Eunice Ross Simmons, 
mother of  Anne Ballard, died Dec. 20, 
2018. Mrs. Ballard is the wife of the Rev. 
Paul M. Ballard Jr., a retired member of the 
South Carolina Conference of The United 
Methodist Church.

Funeral services were held Dec. 22 at the 
Blyth Funeral Home Chapel, Greenwood, 
with burial in Greenwood Memorial Gar-
dens, Greenwood.

Memorials may be made to Ware Shoals 
Church of God, 40 Main St. W., Ware 
Shoals, SC 29692.

Mrs. Simmons is survived by her daugh-
ter and son.

Lynn Smyth Tyson
ATLANTA—Lynn Smyth Tyson, sister of 
the Rev. Dan Smyth, died March 6, 2019. 
Rev. Smyth is the pastor of St. Mark United 
Methodist Church, Greenwood.

A memorial service was held March 16 at 
Perimeter Presbyterian Church.

Memorials may be made to Perimeter 
Deacons Fund, 9500 Medlock Bridge Road, 
Johns Creek, GA 30097,

Brewington

Obituary Policy
The Advocate prints death notices of 
clergy and their immediate families 
and laypersons who have served on 
conference boards and agencies or 
who work for the S.C. Conference of 
The United Methodist Church.

McNeill

Quarles

new book on Revelation!
It’s time to acknowledge that the Bible’s Book of
Revelation repeatedly highlights the visible return of Jesus.
Read Revelation for a New Generation by William Wadsworth 
to understand the timing of the great tribulation, the wrath 
of God and the visible return.

available online at amazon and wherever books are sold.

Subscribe today. 
See Page 3.
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Nu-Idea
Church Furnishings

Sumter, South Carolina
1-800-922-0424

www.nu-idea.com

“Serving South Carolina’s churches since 1921”

Free eStImateS

Steeple cleaning service

New Pews • Pew Upholstering • Pew Refinishing • Pulpit 
Furniture • Carpet • Steeples/Baptistries • Chime Systems 
• Stained Glass • Classroom Furniture • Office Furniture • 
Social Hall Furniture • Budget & Project Analysis • Project 

management

NEW

Church Furnishings

subscribe
www.advocatesc.org

(803) 786-9486

Pew Upholstering – Reversible Cushions
New Pews – Pew Refinishing

Audio/Video Systems
www.churchinteriors.com

High Point, North Carolina
1-800-289-7397

Church Furnishings

Director of Youth Ministry
Pisgah UMC is seeking a part-time DIRECTOR OF 
YOUTH MINISTRY position. We are located in AYNOR, 
SC. Please send questions and resume to thardee@
sccoast.net or call 843.855.8989 for more information. 
Job description available upon request. Start date is 
flexible.

Position Wanted

Send your stories to advocate@umcsc.org

Called to a missional community

by the Rev. Genova McFadden

April 7
Called to a mission community
Lesson Scripture: Matthew 10:1-15 
Background Scripture: Matthew 10
Key Verse: Matthew 10:1, “Jesus called his 

twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out impure spirits 
and to heal every disease and sick-
ness” (NIV).

A constant and recurring refrain among 
churches today is bemoaning the “aging” 
of the church, and the seemingly desperate 
need to attract new, young and/or “more” 
people. Yet what are we doing to make this a 
reality in our congregations and communi-
ties? We now know that it is not enough to 
plan programs (even “exciting programs”) 
and expect people to just come. There is 
growing understanding that we must do 
more. 

When Jesus extended his ministry by 
calling the Twelve to him to be disciples 
(apostles), he was forming a mission 
community. Jesus’ mission to extend his 
ministry marks the beginning of the king-
dom of God. Donald A. Hagner states in 
“Word Biblical Commentary,” “The Twelve 
are the beginning of a stream of workers in 
the church who will continue the work of 
proclaiming the presence and displaying the 
power of the Kingdom. … But more must 
go.” That is our call today!

In his calling and sending action, Jesus 
modeled for congregations today how to 
build missional communities. If we are seri-
ous about inviting, engaging and including 
all God’s people in Jesus mission and min-
istry, then we might consider Jesus’ “road-
map” for creating mission communities: 

1) He called diverse, everyday people. “It 
is on the stuff of common men and women 
that the Church of Christ is founded” (Bar-
clay).

2) He witnessed to and mentored them 
through the example of his ministry. As 
he went around, Jesus performed the same 
tasks that he assigned to the disciples 
(Chapters 5-9).

3) He gave them authority, empowering 
and equipping them to follow in his foot-
steps. His commissioning was a consecra-
tion of their work. 

As disciples, how have or do you witness 
to young people? How have you modeled 
discipleship in ways that calls others to 
Christ? What are you doing to equip (“bring 
along”) the young people (and others) that 
you seek to bring to Christ’s table? 

 
April 14 
Extravagant devotion
Lesson Scripture: Matthew 26: 1-13
Background Scripture: Matthew 26: 1-13
Key Verse: Matthew 26:13, “Truly I tell 

you, wherever this gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has 
done will also be told, in memory of 
her” (NIV).

Often, it is through the heroic and faith-
ful actions of unnamed people that the 
message of the Gospel is told. In Matthew’s 
account, this first mention and inclusion 
of a woman is one who remains unnamed 
(though some identify her as Mary, sister 

of Martha and brother of Lazarus). Though 
she remains unnamed here, her presence 
“broadens the category of disciples beyond 
the Twelve” (Hagner). Her appearance is 
a sign and harbinger of the coming of the 
Reign of God, where all are called, invited, 
included and welcomed. 

At times, in disobedience, we place limits 
and restrictions on who we invite and who 
we include. By these exclusionary actions, 
we stunt the growth of the Kingdom. This 
unnamed woman exemplifies what could 
be lost to the church if we place limits and 
exclude participation in kingdom work!

The use of alabaster and the most expen-
sive oil was criticized by the disciples, and 
she was scolded for being “wasteful” and 
ignoring the poor. The disciples’ concern for 
“the poor” (though notable) is of lesser im-
portance than the imminent death of Jesus. 
Jesus is not dismissing the need to attend 
to issues of poverty; after all, his fight was 
against an oppressive system that created 
and sustained the existence of the “poor.” 
In this instance, we might consider a more 
expansive definition of “the poor.” 

There are other poor among us, the “poor 
in spirit, who know their need of God” 
(Interpretation). The disciples’ work will 
continue! 

The beautiful deed that this woman 
performed signifies what the faithful do for 
God. As Hagner asserts, “The story of the 
woman who anointed his head is no longer 
one story among others, but part of the pas-
sion narrative itself.” 

Hers is a message of “extravagant devo-
tion,” a love beyond measure or price. The 
alabaster jar and the oil were costly, but her 
devotion was priceless.

How can the work of the faithful become 
something for the good of humankind? 
How far are you willing to go to demon-
strate your extravagant devotion to God?

April 21
Come, see, go, tell! 
Lesson Scripture: Matthew 28: 1-15
Background Scripture: Matthew 28: 1-15
Key Verse: Matthew 28:10, “Then Jesus said 

to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me” (NRSA).

After the horror of witnessing Jesus’ cru-
cifixion and death, the women at the cross 
came to the tomb to see. They didn’t bring 
anointing spices because they wanted to 
see—to encounter the risen Jesus. They had 
heard Jesus’ teaching about being raised on 
the third day, so they went to see the empty 
tomb. 

Imagine the fear and trepidation they 
must have endured as they went to the 
tomb; imagine too, the excitement and hope 
in their hearts in finding an empty tomb! 
With this assurance and comfort in the 
message from the angel of the Lord: “He has 
been raised from the dead, and is indeed 
in Galilee; there you will see him.” So they 
went to see him, and upon seeing the Risen 
Christ, they worshiped him, and with faith 
and courage, the women joyfully told the 
resurrection message.

It was irrefutable—Jesus’ message and 
ministry had triumphed over tyranny. Lib-

eration comes through Him, not imperial 
tyrants! The women spread the good news.

Followers of Christ today should take 
heed to this message, stated in simple terms: 
Come, see, go, tell. 

The first lesson in this study series 
challenges us to consider how we call new 
people into communities of mission and 
how we help them grow as disciples. This 
lesson invites us to go and tell the Good 
News of the Risen Christ. 

Once we encounter the Risen Christ for 
ourselves, our first charge is to go and tell 
others. If only the Gospel would spread as 
quickly as gossip.

Many in the Christian community 
lament the lack of or dearth of work in 
evangelism. 

Take some time and develop your own 
unique evangelism message. How would 
you “go and tell” others about the Risen 
Christ? 

April 28
Go therefore: a command to  

worldwide mission
Lesson Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
Background Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20; 

Acts 1:6-8
Key Verse: Matthew 28:19, 20, “Go there-

fore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey ev-
erything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”

In Jesus’ last words, disciples are invited 
to join in the Great Commission. Through 
this final command, followers of Christ 
today can find their place in extending the 
ministry and mission of Christ, and in the 
work of bringing about the Reign of God in 
the present age. 

Having already received authority (10:1), 
present-day disciples of Jesus Christ are 
commanded to go everywhere, to all corners 
of the world, with a message of salvation 
and liberation through hope, (extravagant) 
love and joyful worship. “Theirs is indeed 
an awesome responsibility: to go, make 

disciples of all nations, baptize, and teach,” 
said Hagner. 

The task is akin to the “World House” 
as described by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
in his book, “Where Do We Go from Here: 
Chaos or Community?” “Some years ago 
a famous novelist died. Among his papers 
was found a list of suggested plots for future 
stories, the most prominently underscored 
being this one: ‘A widely separated family 
inherits a house in which they have to live 
together.’ 

“This is the great new problem for 
mankind. We have inherited a large house, 
a great ‘world house’ in which we live 
together—black and white, Easterner and 
Westerner, Gentile and Jew, Catholic and 
Protestant, Moslem, Hindu—a family 
unduly separated in ideas, cultures and in-
terest, who, because we can never again live 
apart, must learn somehow to live with each 
other in peace.” 

Reaching out to others can be a fearsome 
assignment for disciples in today’s world. 
This “disciple-making business” requires a 
level of trust, vulnerability and strength of 
faith and purpose. 

Matthew ends as it begins (see 1:23) with 
the assurance of Divine Presence. 

For people who have seriously taken 
on the identity of “disciple,” Matthew lets 
us know there is hope in the resurrected 
Christ, giving us assurance that we are not 
alone—ever—with Jesus’ promise to be with 
us always to the end of the age.

How would you describe your commu-
nity as a “world house”?

McFadden is the congregational specialist 
serving Charleston and Walterboro districts. 
McFadden holds a bachelor’s degree, a Master 
of Social Work and a Master of Divinity. She 
previously served as the director/campus 
minister at the Orangeburg Wesley Founda-
tion, serving the campuses of Claflin Uni-
versity and South Carolina State University. 
She also has some number of years’ experi-
ence serving in various capacities within 
the United Methodist connection and as a 
licensed independent social worker for the 
state of South Carolina. Hers is a ministry of 
the teacher-healer.

Photos courtesy of Laronda Timmons 

World Day of Prayer in Hemingway
A World Day of Prayer service was held at Jeremiah UMC, Hemingway, along with 
Mount Seal and First UMCs. The Rev. Ernest W. Frierson is the pastor of Jeremiah 
and Mount Seal, and the Rev. Milton L. McGuirt is the pastor of First. Service was 
held inside as the congregations prayed for the world, churches, communities, 
schools and families. They ended with a prayer walk around the church.

Photo by Cheryl Roberson

Heart health awareness
The women of Centenary UMC, Hartsville, wore red for “Heart Health Sunday” in 
February.

March 
Women’s History Month

March 29—Mount Holly Fish Fry, Mount 
Holly UMC, Rock Hill, 11 a.m.-2 p.m.; 
5-7:30 p.m.

March 29-31—IGC Confirmation Retreat 
#4, Harrell Center Auditorium, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. http://intentional-
growthcenter.org/confirmation-retreat-
weekends/ 

March 29-31—FCF Confirm 2019, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. www.fcfconfirm.net.

March 30—There Is No Health without 
Mental Health Conference, Bethesda 
UMC, Easley, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. $7, 
http://anderson.umcsc.org

March 31—UMCOR Sunday (offering)

March 31—Report of the Annual Audit due

April 
April 1-4—UMW Spiritual Growth Mission 

Trip to northern Kentucky. Register: 
http://www.umcsc.org/umw. Ann Al-
exander, 803-222-4958 or mhaall5@
bellsouth.net

April 2—Lenten Study: The Theology of 
Generational Poverty and Homeless-
ness, Stavros Auditorium, Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary, 
Columbia, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. $65. https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/theology-of-
homlessness-and-generational-pover-
ty-tickets-58574367510.

April 4-7—Life’s a Bear: Quilt Retreat, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. https://www.facebook.
com/groups/2091727424376242/

April 5-7—IGC Confirmation Retreat #5, 
Lambuth Inn, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
http://intentionalgrowthcenter.org/
confirmation-retreat-weekends/ 

April 5-7—FCF Confirm 2019, Lake Ju-
naluska, N.C. www.fcfconfirm.net.

April 6—11th Annual Cook-Out for Kids, Ep-
worth Children’s Home, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

April 7—Open House, Asbury Hills Camp, 
Cleveland, 1-5 p.m. www.asburyhills.
org, 864-836-3711

April 12-14—IGC Confirmation Retreat 
#6, Harrell Center Auditorium, Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. http://intentional-
growthcenter.org/confirmation-retreat-
weekends/ 

April 14—Passion/Palm Sunday

April 14-20—Holy Week

April 18—Holy Thursday

April 19—Good Friday (UMCtr. closed)

April 20—Easter Eve

April 20-21—Lake Junaluska Easter Cel-
ebration, Lake Junaluska, N.C. http://
lakejunaluska.com/easter

April 21—Easter Sunday

April 21—Festival of God’s Creation

April 21-26—Road Scholar Program: The 

Great Smoky Mountains Through 
the Photographer’s Lens, Program 
#22927, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 800-
482-1442, ext. 384.

April 21-26—Road Scholar Program: The 
Women of Appalachia: Traditions, 
Stories & Songs, Program #22829, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. 800-482-1442, 
ext. 384.

April 25—World Malaria Day

April 26-27—South Carolina UMW Spiritual 

Growth Retreat, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 
www.umcsc.org/umw

April 26-28—FCF Confirm 2019, Lake Ju-
naluska, N.C. www.fcfconfirm.net.

April 28-May 1—Southeast Church Network, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. www.secn.biz

April 29-May 4—School of Pastoral Ministry 
(Licensing School)

May 
Christian Home Month, Asian 

Pacific American Heritage Month 
and Older Adult Recognition Day 

(any day in May)

May 2—National Day of Prayer

May 2-5—North Carolina Quilt Symposium, 
Lake Junaluska, N.C. http://ncqsi.org/

May 3—May Friendship Day

May 3-5—FCF Confirm 2019, Lake Junalus-
ka, N.C. www.fcfconfirm.net.

May 5—Native American Ministries Sunday

May 5-10—Road Scholar Program: A 
Wildflower Quest in the Mountains 
of Western North Carolina, Program 
#23036, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.
org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

May 7—UMVIM, Grace UMC, Columbia, 
7:30 p.m.

May 10—School of Pastoral Ministry—
Weekend 1

May 11—SC-ERT Quarterly Training Event, 
Mount Horeb UMC, Lexington, 8:30-5 
p.m. $40. http://www.umcsc.org/data/
ertregistration.php

May 12—Festival of the Christian Home

May 12—Mother’s Day

May 12—Mother’s Day Offering for Epworth 
Children’s Home

May 12-17—Road Scholar Program: The 
Great Smoky Mountains Through 
the Photographer’s Lens, Program 
#22927, Lake Junaluska, N.C. Amy 
Ney, aney@intentionalgrowthcenter.
org or 800-482-1442, ext. 384.

May 18—UMW Come Together, Be Togeth-
er, Trinity UMC, Spartanburg, 9 a.m.

May 19—40th Birthday and Homecoming 
celebration, Disciples UMC, Green-
ville.
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By the Rev. Jerry L. Dicks
The Florence District of the United Meth-

odist Church donated items such as food, 
clothing, bedding and money to Palmetto 
Disaster Recovery of Marion during the 2018 
Christmas holidays. 

Ten churches in the Florence District 
coordinated this effort through their church 
disaster response coordinators. 

The ten United Methodist churches are 
Bethel UMC, Kingstree; Asbury UMC, 
Shiloh; St. Luke UMC, Salters; St. Paul UMC, 
Elliott; Wesley UMC, Florence; Wesley 
Chapel UMC, Lake City; Elijah UMC, 
Kingstree; Mount Zion UMC, Timmons-
ville; and Friendship UMC, Nesmith. These 
churches donated more than 1,000 items, 
which included nonperishable food, clothing, 
bedding, hygiene and household and paper 
products. They also donated more than $300 
in gift cards and more than $400 in monetary 
donations. 

Since October 2016, there has been a 
succession of natural disasters that hit hard 
and hit home. The state experienced heavy 
rainfall and record-breaking flooding with 
powerful winds gusts, resulting in loss of life, 

electricity and extensive damage to homes, 
buildings and roads. God blessed and spared 
us the devastation that was expected, so we 
wanted to reach out and be a helping hand 
to someone else. Through state and local 
government agencies, as well as volunteers 
and civic organizations, residents were able 
to receive assistance with their basic needs. 
However, many of South Carolina’s most 
vulnerable citizens are still in need. 

Palmetto Disaster Recovery of Marion is a 
way to help those closest to our area that was 
hardest hit, and they could access those with 
the least amount of help. As of November, 
this agency had a total of 394 people who 
needed immediate help, and the numbers are 
still growing.

As members of the Florence District of 
the UMC, we are happy to be able to help 
meet the disaster-caused unmet needs of our 
neighbors. 

Thanks go to Michael and Trinetta Mc-
Knight of Bethel UMC, Kingstree, for spear-
heading this project along with volunteers 
Maxine Gibson, Carletta Israel and Willonda 
Davis. Thanks also go to all the churches and 
disaster coordinators for their help in making 
this project a success. Special thanks go to the 
Rev. Terry Fleming, Florence District super-
intendent, for his guidance and support.

Palmetto Disaster Recovery of Marion 
covers the counties of Chesterfield, Darling-
ton, Dillon, Florence, Horry, Marion and 
Marlboro. To help those in need, contact this 
agency at 803-603-0554 or 803-662-8041. 

Dicks is pastor of Bethel UMC, Kingstree, 
and the Florence District disaster response 
coordinator.

Florence District supports
hurricane victims

TAYLORS—Buying and selling human be-
ings— human trafficking—is a $150 billion 
industry that robs 25 million people around 
the world of their freedom. Human traf-
ficking is any labor or commercial sex act 
induced through the use of force, fraud or 
coercion for the profit of a third party.

Recently released is the 2018 Protected 
Innocence Challenge State Grade. South 
Carolina received a B. We have improved, but 
there is still work to be done. 

Lee Road United Methodist Church in 
Taylors began a quarterly Community Prayer 
Service to fight human trafficking in October 
2016. The mission of the service is to end 
human trafficking through prayer, awareness, 
information and resources, and also to be a 
beacon for lives to be changed.

The next Community Prayer Service will 
be Thursday, April 25, at 7 p.m. at Lee Road 
UMC. The speaker will be Special Agent Ste-
ven Michaels with Homeland Security Inves-
tigations, the investigative component of the 
Department of Homeland Security. Michaels 
is the primary federal investigator of human 
trafficking and crimes against children in the 
Upstate South Carolina. 

How can each of us be involved to end 
this modern day slavery? Some things we can 
do: be informed; stay alert and report a tip of 
suspected trafficking to the National Hu-
man Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at 
888-373-7888; pray for the light of love and 
hope to shine in the lives of those enslaved 
in the life of human trafficking; pray that the 
traffickers and buyers will become people of 
honor; pray for wisdom and safety for the law 
enforcement and those working in aware-
ness, prevention and rescue; and pray for the 
end of injustice to God’s children.

Lee Road to host 
April prayer

service on human 
trafficking 
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